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Keshyarin, Trooamits telegram from His 
SMfesty's consul, Shiraz, reporting cone 
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mnieated to Acting Minister for 
‘reign Atfirs, Russian Government 
has no objection oat 


sintnent, Reports conversa: 
wri Aedng Miniter fo Foon 
Ruan G topes 
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Tnerease of consular escorts. Refers to, 
No, bo. Suggests Ha Majesty's Minister 
ft Tehran should be instructed that, 

0 troops to be 
ployed for convoying caravans... 


M, Latter, To ask views of Russian, 
Goverument on M. Latter's projused 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Part XXVIII. 


(88559) No. 1. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 2.) 


(No. 458.) 
(Gelearaphie.) P. Teliran, October 2, 1011. 

INCREASE in consular escorts. 

Russian Government are consulting Russian Minister with regard to an increase in 
the Russian consular escort at Ispahan, which they suggest should co-operate with an 
escort for the protection of caravans proceeding in the direction of Shiraz, 
M. Poklewski will reply concurring in the reinforcement of the escort by 100 men, but 
recommending that they should be used for the protection of caravans leaving Ispahan 
for the north. He is also advising that the escort at Kazyin should receive a similar 
increase for use on the Kazvin-Hamadan road. He also proposes, I believe, the 
dispatch of the same number of troops to Enzeli. 

‘The Russian Minister informed me of the above in strict confidence, but I presume 
you will be consulted by the Russian Government. I hardly see the necessity for the 
force at Enzeli, but the increase at Ispahan seems to be entirely reasonable, and that 
at Kazvin may also perhaps have justification. 


(88565) No, 2. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 2.) 

(No, 459.) 

(Zelegraphic.) Tehran, October 2, 1911. 
FOLLOWING from acting consul at Shiraz :-— 


“T have received telegrams from Manchester and Bombay begging protection for 
agents of certain British firms ; also from Armenian archbishop recommending to me 
Christian community. 

“Txeept in case of those who can thoroughly establish their right, granting of 
flags seems to involve too heavy responsibility, and if Persian soldiers are provided for 
any but Europeans they would be first to pillage. 

“T am writing, as only measure offering some prospect ‘of success, to all Arab 
chiefs informing them in detail that houses are ialauitad by British subjects or’ 
protégés, and urging them, in the event of fighting in neighbourhood of these, to 
ensure that they be respected and to do all in their power to safeguard non-Mussulman 
population. Tam also obtaining for Kawam instructions to same effect, This step, 
inadequate as it is, seems only one possible, and J fear that Iam unable to give more 
than vaguest comfort to those applicants as well as to British subjects, whose interests 
Tam by no means in a position to protect.” 

[1524] B 





T have replied as follows, No. 197 :— 

“British subjects and bond fide agents of British firms who have Bi 
‘goods on their promises may fly flag, but no others, 

“T approve your communication to Arab chiefs.” 





(38566) No. 3. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey—(Reeeived October 2.) 


(No. 460.) 

(elographic.) _P. Tehran, October 2, 1911. 
SITUATION at Shira: 
Mr. Acting Consul Knox telegraphs as follows (No. 330 of the 2nd October) -— 


“The gravity of the situation is increasing. Governor-General and Soulet are 
growing desperate, and lattor is speaking openly of an attack on the consulate to his 
Intimates. Tho , who have Known no control for the last twelve 
months, are fast that they have nothing to gain or to lose from a 
Governinent whose every decision is revoked in a few hours, and are quite capable of 
scttlingg matters to their own satisfaction by a general pillageof the town, Even Kawam 
reluctantly acknowledges this possibility. 

‘A state of panie provails among all Persian merchants, Shortage of cash places 
the Imperial Bank ina most serious position, while Europeans generally are becoming 
hourly more ervons, which is not surprising in view of the fact that the town is in the 
hands of somo 6,000'armed savages. 

“T have constantly endeavoured in the course of the last few weeks to draw the 
attention of His Majesty's Government to the gravity of the stato of affairs prevailing 
for, ad am unable, now that tio property aud lives of Briah eubjoctaare certaialy 
threatened with danger, to afford any semblance of adequate protection. 

Tbollove thit woto 1 to Yo authorised to warn Soulot Jn Ue terms suggested ia 
amy telogram No. 208 of the 19th September bofore this evening, and at the same time 
to hmpross tho oxtont of their responsibilities in respect to British lives and property 
equally strongly upon the Arab chiefs, tension might in a certain measure still be 


relaxed, It is urgontly necossary in any case that 300 men should be dispatched to 
Shiraz,” 


Following is my reply (No. 198 of the 2nd October) :— 
“You can tell Soulet from mo that unless he immediately removes 


his mon from the neighbourhood T shall recommend n 
stops to protect our intorests, and to visit the penalty for any damage to these directly 
upon himself and Nizam, 

You can also warn Arab chiefs that shall recommend my Government to take 
stops to exact full reparation for any harm to British lives aud. property.” 


_ Chave also again drawn attention of Persian Government to the menacing 
situation, and urged them to warn the various chiofs of the necessity of preventing 
harm to British subjects, 





(38644) No. 4. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Reecived October 8.) 


Sir, India Ofice, October 2, 1011, 
by tho Seoretary of State for India to enclose, for the information 

of Secretary Sir E. Grey, copy of a telogram received from Major Q, B, Stokes, military 
attaché at ‘Tehran, regarding his desire to resign his commission in the Indian Army, 

‘Tho Marquess of Crewe would be glad to receive at an early date the views of 
Sir B, Grey on this communication. 

Copy of a telegram addressed to the Government of India is enclosed. 

Tam, &e, 


“LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 





3 
Enclosure 1 in No. 4. 


Major Stokes to the Marquess of Orewe. 


ze September 27, 1911, 
(reser Shkh T telegraphed resignation commission Indien Army through Seorany 
Foreign Affairs. Au "3rd was informed had been referred to India, August 20t 
cnguiied whether resignation was defintely refused, i s0, on what grounds, Received 
enquird “Respocttlly, request information whether Tudian Government or any other 
aetheriy claims right refuse resiznation commission by officer Indian Army, if so, on 
what grounds? Should no such right be claimed, earnestly request acceptance my 
Tesignation be telographed me without delay. 


eS 


Enclosure 2 in No. 4. 


‘The Marquess of Cresco to Government of India. 


i India Office, Soptember 30, 1011, 
(rete ROR STOKES, Tehran, hay addressed mo Dy ieee to delay in dealing 
with application to resign his commission in Indian Army.  Pleaso inform him thak 
Tam 40 communication with Foreign Office, and grant him eave, after 
Fordham's arrival, pending further orders. 





[38747] No. 5. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 3.) 


Goegmpbic) R ‘Petran, October’, 1011. 
rele TOUR reaches mo, which is confirmed by Regent, that Persian Government 


intend to engage a number of Swodish officers to organise a small Porsian army. 
eee ee 
(38688) No. 6. 

Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 3.) 


Geers sys Tehran, October 3, 1911, 
SITUATION at Thi logram No, 400 of tho 2nd Ostobor, Ihave the honour to 
repeat following personal telegram which Lieutenant Wilson, who is now at Shiraz, 


fies addressed to His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire:— 


“J fully share acting consul’ view of seriousness of situation, We hoth concur 


aes vrasave nov reached a stage when it is doubtful that even, the 
tong arsng wl save any purpose, and think that Enzopeans do undoubtedly 
carat hee appears to 150 no possibility of things settling down.” 


sbinit that tho 200 men destined, in the event of the coneurrence of the 
Co ea atin in our sebeme for tho roads, for Shiraz and Tspahan should be 
dispatched without delay and the fact made public forthwith. = . 
a tao tied independently of tho roads by th situation at Shiraz 


ee 
[88565] No, 7. 
Sir Educand Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
‘elegray Foreign Ofice, October 3, 1911. 
YO 
Your action approved. 
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[38688] No. 8. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 
ie 289.) 


(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 8, 1911. 

PHAR. coiomusicated to. India Ofee your telegrams Nes. 460 ani 462\ of 
yestenlay and to-day respecting the serious situation at Shiraz, and have asked them 
to haye’800 sowars sent at once for employment there and at Ispahan, When they 
and Government of India have assented to request T will telegraph again. 


(38745) No. 9. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 680.) 2 
(Tolegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 3, 1911, 
SWEDISH chargé d'affaires asks us to lot them know as s00n us possible whether 
wo should object to seven more officers being sent to Persia for gendarmerie in 
‘uecordaneo with vote of Medjliss reported in Sir G, Barolay’s telegram No. 417 of the 


n Government any objection? We have none. 





(38908) No, 10, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received October 4.) 
‘THE Under-Socretary of Stato for India prosents his compliments to the Under- 
Sooretary of Stato for Voreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 


tho Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 4th October, 1911, 
relative to Porsian escorts, 


Tuiia Office, October 4, 1911, 
Enclosure in No. 10. 


The Marquess of Crewe to the Government of India, 


(Telographic.) P. India Office, October 4, 1911. 
PERSIAN escorts. Soe your telogram dated the 30th ultimo. 





No. LL. 
i Eilicard Grey.—(Received October 4.) 
Tehran, October 4, 1911. 


I dlolivered both warnings at 9 up to 6 Pat, no reply has been received 
from Soulet, If this is not forthcoming to-night, L will request immediate answer in 
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the morning. Arab chiefs have returned satisfactory verbal reply, and state that they 
are writing, i 

‘There is a very strong rumour that Nizam will leave to-night, and town is 
quieter.” 





88910) No. 12, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 
(No. 465.) 


(Telegraphic. R. Tehran, October 4, 1911. 
MY telegram No. 498 of 26th September. 433 
Medjliss yesterday approved engagement of Mr. New for three years at Ministry 

of Telographs, 

Tunderstand that his post is to be that of Financial Comptroller. 





(38922) No. 13. 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Riward Grey.—(Reevived October 4.) ' 


0. 231.) 
{tetoge hie) P. St. Petorsburgh, October 4, 1911, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. Your tolegram No. 568 of tho 28th Soptember. 
M, Poklewsky has been informed, by telegraph, that the Russian Government 
also prefer the first of the two answers proposed. 

‘he Russian Government suggest the advisability of the two Ministers at ‘Tehran 
recommending to the Persian Government that, if unsettled questions are referred to 
‘The Hague Tribunal, the Persian Government should ask the two Governments to 
assist them in the choice of jurists to act for Persin in the arbitration proceedings, 





[38923] No. 14, 


fo Mr. O'Boirne to Sir Baward Grey—(Reevived, October 4.) 
No. 
(Telographic.) PB, St. Petersburgh, October 4, 1911. 
MY telogeam No, 229 of the 27th September: Proposed loan to, Bersa, by 
‘Messrs. Seligman, 
Tn a conversation on tho above subject which I had with M Nératot to-day, his 
Excellency told mo that he was not, yet ina position to give a definite answers Ho 
foresaw, However, that the answer of lis Government, must nogessarily bo an wnfivour. 
able oug unless some modifications were introduced into the bases of the. proposed 


n 

to conduct any further operations in Persia. M, Nératof thought it possible. that 

Seligmans’ representative in Tehran might, by centering. into poutparlers with the 
ad 


representative of the Russian Bank there, find some basis on which an arrangement 
acceptable to the bank could be concluded. Ho might, perhaps, invite the two banks 
to take up part ofthe proposed lon 

Viewed from the political ipoint, the two proposed conditions as to tho 
exercise of powers of control by Scligimans’ representative and as to the matntenunes 
of the office of treasurer-general amounted to an attempt to establish over the whole 
administration of Persia a kind of external influence, to which exeeption must be taken 
by the Russian Government, 





(38924) No. 15, 
ee Mr. OBeirne to Sir Bikoard Grey.—(Reccived October 4) 
(Telegraphic. R. St. Petersburgh, October 4, 1911. 


YOUR telegram No. 580 [of 3rd October]: Swedish officers for Persia. 
Russian Government have no objection, 





[824] 
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[38908] No. 16. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barely. 
ag ea ) P. F Office, October 4, 1011. 
Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofiee, , 1911. 
SOWANS for Shiraz ond Iepahon oe 
Telegram sent to Viceroy yesterday to send 300 sowars to Shiraz as soon as 
possible, using reasonable discretion if he considers number should be modified. You 
may inform Persian Government as soon a8 he replies. 
‘Tell consul at Shiraz to arrange for accommodation there, and send 100 of them 
to Ispahian, if you think proper. 





[88747] No. 17. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 583,) 
) Re Foreign Office, October 4, 1911. 
RARCLAY’S telogram No, 401 of 3rd October, 

You should enquire if the Russian Government has heard of this proposal, and, if 
they have, what are their views upon it, The proposal is evidently quite distinet from 
tho additional officers proposed for the gendarmerie, (Seo Sir G. Barclay? telegram 
No, 417 of 21st Soptember.) 

(Repeated to Teliran, No. 290.) 





{38997} No. 18, 
Mesara, EMingor and Co to Foreign Ofice (Received October 5.) 


28, Oxford Strect, Manchester, October 4, 1911 
WE hand you enclosed copy of letter, dated the 20th September, from the Mui 
iar, in which ho expresses the hope that, in caso we ha 
Legation, we will mention the assuran 


tui er states tha eserves the right to do what ia 
necessary on this su iti is in the right. 

We do understand what, he is, but we hand you enclosed a 
copy of our reply which wea propose to send don which we shall be glad to 
have your views before posting our letter, 

Yours, ko, 
ELLINGER axp Co. 


‘We shill be glad to hear what news you have from Sir George Barclay as to 
‘ations mnade in our letter of the 15th June, of which you sent him a copy. 
E. axp Co, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 18, 
Muin-ut-Tujjay to Mesors. Ellinger and Co. 


Doar Sirs, whran, September 20, 1911. 

THAVE just reevived your telegram of the 18th instant, informing me that you 
had seen the ligation, which is awaiting further news from ‘Tehran. 
sa to ee Hoation had asked for the papers relating to this affair, and the Foreign Office 
is to sond these papors this week. 

Uhave sent « copy of my pamphlet, with a copy of the contract, to Messrs. Strick. 
Lbeliove that the legati nit the ease to an expert in London. I hope 
that in case you have to appear you will mention the*assurances which you have got 
from the British Government, For my own part, I reserve the right to do what is 
necessary on the subject as soon as itis confirmed that Lam in the right, because it is 


cortain that all Thad to undergo came from the confidence which I'had in these 
assertions and assurances, 
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In case the Minister for Foreign Affairs has not yet sent the papers this week, I 
shall ask him to do it the next week without fall. ee a 

Please send me a copy of your correspondence with the Minister for Foreign Affhirs 
if there hag been anything since the Slst March, 

Tam just having printed the collection of all decisions of the Government given 
in my favour, and I shall send you a copy of it as soon as it is ready. 

‘At the same time please tell me your opinion about my first book. 

Yours, &e. 
MUIN-ULTUITAR, 


[Enclosure 2 in No. 18, 


& Mesara. EWingor and Go, to Muin-ut-Tujjar. 
raft. 
Sear 8, 28, Orford Street, Manchester, October 19. 

WE are in receipt of yours of 20th September, contents of which we note, If we 
are invited to furnish explanations to the Persian Minister in London, you ean rely 
upon our doing so, and we do not expect there will be any objection to. our speaking of 
iE amanoon we’ bare from inp to tne recetad es renesdd eas xd Weblo 
His Majesty's Government. i 

As far as you are concerned, we cannot see that there can be the slightest 
objection to your speaking of these assurances, as His Majesty's Government have 
permitted us to send you copies of our correspondence with them, in which full 
Teference is made to the assurances given. Gr > 

‘We are asking the Foreign Office for their permission to send you further copies of 
correspondence, and will come back upon this matter, 

tis dificult for us to givo an expression of opinion on your frst pamphlet, aa the 
whole question seems to turn upon the interpretation of your firman of 1904, which is 
in Persian, 

As commercial men, however, we have no hesitation in saying that, judging from 
the translation of the documents with which we have been furnished, the action of the 
Persian Government in confiscating. your concession is an arbitrary and autocratic act, 
contrary to all law and justice, which, in our opinion, no constitutional Government 
should have committed. 

We are, &o, 


ELLINGER avn Co, 





[38967] No. 19. 
Enclosure in India Ofice Letter.—(Received October 5.) 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Tel hic.) P. October 4, 1911, 

“BLBASE refer to your telegram dated the 4th instant, 

One regiment of cavalry can, in opinion of my military advisers, be sent. aithont 
risk to Shiraz Orders have therefore been given for transport to be collect 
immediately and other necessary arrangements to be made for one Indian cavalry 
regiment with their two Maxims to be dispatched to Shiraz at once, 





[39026] No. 20. 
io. tony 51° Berle to Sir Batard Grey—(Recived October 5. 


(Teles hic.) R. Tehran, October 5, 1911, 
Se lord 4G Ger Oat seit eee 


Boulet and Nizam have not yet replied to my warning, but thoy aro. apparently 
preparing to leave, “Their baggage let yesterlay morning in a southerly direction 
under strong escort. 
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Arab chiefs have replied that they will do their utmost to protect European life 
and property and will leave Shiraz as soon as the Kashgais have gone. ‘They enclose 
1 telegram from the Prime Minister instructing them to remain for the present to assist 
the Government. 





[89056] No, 21. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Baward Grey.— (Received October 5.) 
Tehran, October 5, 1911. 


emphatically rejects the idea of localising him at Ispahan as “out of the question, of 
course, both on'prineiple and as matter of practicability.” 

Shuster is most anxious for reply. ‘stating plainly whether two Governments 
intond {o continuo opposing appointment of Stokes on lines which he has mentioned 
‘or not.” 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(39052) No. 22. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 5.) 
(No. eo) 
(Telegraphic.) Deeodo. Tehran, October 5, 1911. 
FROIN CA cous tlcaporekicadligais Waving Shiraesin ereatnunibers 


(38922) No. 23. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
Foreign Offic, October 8, 1911. 
hare view of Russian Government, conveyed in 
a to fonn of Persian reply to Porto in regard to 


You can now answer Minister for Foreign Affairs. 





(39026) No, 24. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 


reign Opie, October 5, 1911. 

India for dispatching a cavalry regiment to 
Persia immediately, of your telegram No. 466 of to-day do you think action 
should be suspended, or that proposed increase of force is still urgent. 


{39105} 


nance of certain telegraph Ti 
rotary of State for Tndia to enclose copy of a note by the director-in-chief of 
ropran Telepraph Department as to the terms of the communication that 
e made to the company in the matter, 
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The Marquess of Crewe concurs in the suggestions of Mr. Kirk, which are in 
general acsord with the proposal made in your leer ofthe 18th September 
am, &. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 


Enclosure in No. 25. 


Note by the Director-in-Ohief of the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department, 
dated September 29, 1911. 


THE Foreign Offco have now sent a sopy of the reply of tho Indo-European 
‘Telegraph Company regarding the inclusion in its scheme of telegraphs in Persia of 
an extension of the telegraph line from Meshed to Herat. ‘The company. eng 
not to take steps with regard to this extension without, previous consultation ‘with 
the British Government. “It has, however, to be noted that nothing is said about a 
Meshed-Herat line in the proposed agreements with the Russian and Persian 
Governments; it is referred to only in Mr, Pagenkopf's letter to M, de Klemm, with 
which he sent the proposed agreements, 

In my note of the 25th instant below® I wrote that thought the proposal contained 
in the last paragraph of the Foreign Office letter of the 18th September might be 
cepted. ‘The foreign Oo propose tole the aubetanos of my mamoranium Gt the 
5th July last to the Indo-European Telegraph Company. ‘There seems no objection to 
the views expressed in. paragraph 2 SACS ere ee ast Gua ones 
company. With rogad eo paragraphs 8 and 4, i. would be efit to explain to the 
company that our arrangement with the Russian Government is for that Govern- 
ment {0 take over the control of the ‘Tehran-Meshed line and of the line from 
Meshed up to Khaf; while the line from Khaf to Seistan would come under British 
antl, 20 that the! proposal of the company to maintain the line from Meshed to 
Birjand” should be altered to “from Meshed’ to Khat”. Tt might algo be pointed out 
to the company that the control of the Tehran-Meshed line could not be made over to 
it until the exchange of the control of that line from the British to the Russian Govern 
ment, and of the Khaf-Seistan ling from the Russian to the British Gover 
eon carried out by arrangement with the Persian Government. ‘The company, might 
also be informed that, under an agreement which has been coin to with the Rusdan 
Government, British ‘signallers, after the exchange of control of the lines hud taken 

lace, would work at the terminal stations of the Tehran-Meshed and Meshed-Khat 
ines at intervals daily. 

‘Thero appears to be nothing in paragraph 5 of the memorandum that should be 
communicated to the company. 


H, A. KIRK, 


(39196) No, 26, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiveid October 6.) 


(No. 460.) 
Uislegraptic) Decode, Tehran, October 6, 1911. 


R telegram No. 202 of 4th October and my tologram No. 453° of 30th 
September, 


1 presume that sanction of Government of India for Wilson's dotention ean be 
counted on, 





(89202) No. 27. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 6.) 
(Wo. 470.) 


(Telegraphic) B. Tehran, October 6, 1911, 
FOLLOWING ‘from aoiing conoul 4b Shires, NooSQbs 


“Nizam and Soulet left at noon and are encamped now some 6 miles away, Latter 


* Not sent to Foraign Oia 
[ise] See eee D 
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before leaving openly declared his intention of casein Bushire road.  Pebavion 
of Arabs is for the moment exemplary, and it is hoped that they will leave town 
to-morrow.”” 





(39203) No. 28. 


SG. Barclay to Sir Raeard Grey.— (Received October 6, 

(No. 471, 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, October 6, 1911. 
AY immediately preceding telegram and your telegram No. 295. 
Tam consulting acting consul, and advise suspending action meanwhile. 





(39210) No. 29. 


5 Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 6) 
No, 234,) 
{eigen hiey P, St, Petersburgh, October 6, 1911. 

PERSIA. Mr, Now's appointment, 

T was informed to-day by M, Nératof that no objection will be raised by the 
Russian Government to the appointment of Mr, New. At the same time they’ hope 
that this appointment will be regarded as exceptional, and that it will not be looked 
upon as a precedent for the introduction into. the Persian administration of a seriea of 
British subjects, Txepliod that the appointment of Russian subjects to similar posts 


P) 
‘would T felt suro, bo weleomed by His Misjesiys Government, 


‘Tho proposal that Seligman's ropresontative should be installed in the financial 
department appears to have caused some alarm to M. Nératot. 





(89259) No, 30. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reeeived October 7:) 
miphia) Decode, Tehran, October 7, 1911. 


GOVERNMENT forces have occupied Hamadan. Salar-ed-Dowleb, who had 
retreated thither, has now fled towards Burujird. 





(39328) No. 31. 


sry) Sit G Barclay to Sir Bikeard Grey.—(Received October 7) 
Mslegraphic.) P, Tehran, October 7, 1911, 
ESCORT ry ts, 
Rofereneo to my telogrant No, 471, dated the 6th Octobor. 
Acting Consul Knox telegraphs as follows [No. 338 of the Gth October] -— 


{1 ventura to urge very strongly that no delay should occur in dispatchin, 
reinforcements, Winter sets in after the end of November, aud lack of supplies wil 
then reucler the road impassable for 200 men, Furthermore, it will bo impossible to 
ensure winter supplies for men and horses here unless local action is taken immediately 
if, us appears extremely probable, there will shortly be a great scarcity. 

“Situation continues to be very strained, and I think general disorders are 
impending on the roads. ‘This afternoon some inhabitants of suburb fired on. Kawam 
as fo sras leaving the consulate and killed some of his men. Tt is not improbable that 
further trouble in the town may arise out of this incident.” 


To tiot think there should bie any delay in dispatch of reinforeements in view of 
above telegram. 


Fon itt t2 Your approval, Twwould propose following wording for my communis 
tion to the Porsian Government 


1 


In ‘consequence of the general disorder prevailing in. southern Persia, His 
Majesty's Government have decided to increase the British consular escorta at. places 
where British trade interests require temporary protection. as 
‘These escorts will be occasionally employed for the protection of British caravans, 
‘These reinforcements will be withdrawn as soon as a gendarmerio adequate for 
the protection of the southern trade routes has been organised by the Persian 
Government. 


I ssould propose to make this communication to Persian Government as soon a8 T 
receive your authorisation to do so, Persian Government have already learnt that our 
scheme has appeared in the press from their Minister in London. 





(39402) No. 32. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Haward Grey—(Reeeived October 7.) 
(No. 475:) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 7, 1911, 

SHIRAZ. Please refer to my telegram No, 474, dated the 7th October 

Persian Government have now appointed Ala-ed-Dowleh Governor-General of Fars 
inthe place of Farman Farma, who made difficulties about proceeding to Shira, 

puty, governorship has been entrusted to Kawam, who has left the consulate, Acting 
consul is assured by Kawam that he will forthwith send the more unruly tribesmen is 
charge of his son to a distanco of 50 miles from the town, and that ho will keop only 
those in whom he has confidence, 

Cox, who I gather has been consulted by tho Government of India respecting the 
immediate need for British troops, has replied urging their immediate dispatch i the 
interests of security of British subjects and merchandise as well in Shitwz as on the 
roads, Adverting to Kawam's doparturo from the consulate, ho says that this rollovos 

ty on the score of the safety of tho consulate, but there is no around for 
Supposing that it will lead to a restoration of order and security in Shiraz, flo adds: 


“ Nizam and Soulet have withdrawn a few miles solely in consequence of onr definito 
threat and of the rumours of onr preparations to carry. it out, Lattor, however, iy 
unlikely, oven were Nizam to leave Fars willingly, to retiro from an activo rolo in the 
rovince, and if we fail to carry out our decision, which is now generally. kiown, 
forees of disorder will gain a new impétus, and tho damaging impression that there i¢ 
no fear of our earrying our decision into effect will bo revived. ‘Tho stato of the meade 
is worse than ever hitherto.” 





[39389] No, 33, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived October 7) 


(Telegraphic) R. St, Petersburgh, October 7, 1911, 

YOUR telegram No. 583 [of 4th October] and Sir G. Barclay's tolegram’ No. 401 
[of 3rd October}. 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs had not heard of the proposal, and. seomed 
unwilling fo express any opinion upon it until he had more dotalled information aw to 
numbers, and proposed funetions of the Swedish officers, Ho said that he weuld 
cominunicate with the Russian Minister at Tehran, 

(Sent to Tehran.) 





(89390) No. 31, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived October 7, 
(No. 238.) _ pat d 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, October 7, 1911. 
PERSIA. Proposed increase of consular guards, 
My telegram No. 227 of the 26th September. 
jglt,an aide-mémoire addressed to the embassy by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
it Ws stated that the reasons for the contemplated measure are appreciated by the 
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Russian Government, who have no objection to the proposal that the guard attached 
to tho British Consulate at Ispahan should be increased. 

‘The aide-mémoire goes on to say that on their side also the Russian Government 
are preoccupied by the general state of insecurity which prevails not only in the 
district lying between Ispahan and Tehran, but in North Persia also, where fresh 
Aisorders have broken out. ‘The Russian Government, unless absolutely compelled to 
take such a step, would certainly not send in a military force as they did in 1909, but 
it is probablo that the guards of some of their consulates in North Persia may have to 
bo strengthened, and that the Ispahan escort may also have to be increased in order to 
keop communications open and protect Russian caravans passing from Ispahan 
to Shiraz and Tchran respectively. "The Russian Government express & hope that they 
may ho kept informed of any further steps in this matter which His Majesty's 
Government may decide to take, 





(39404) 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 8.) 


hic.) P. Tehran, October 8, 1911. 

SELIGMAN loan, 

In reply to your telegram No, 477 of the Sth October, I haye the honour to roport 
that I boliove that the final paragraph of Mr. O'Beirne's telegram refers to the stipus 
lation for the maintenance of @ representative of Messrs. Soligman at ‘Tehran to 
supervise expenditure of proposed loan. ‘This stipulation is contained in article 24 of 
tho Seligman loan contract, 

Reference is also made to this article at the end of St- Petersburgh telegram 
No, 292 of the 5th October. 





(39609) No, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edveard Grey.—(Reeeived October 8.) 
(No. 479,) 
(Polexraphie,) Tehran, October 8, 1911. 

HSCORT reinforcements, 

A tember of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs visited mo yesterday, and urgently 
begged rne on behalf of tho Ministor to advise His Majesty's. Governnient to abandon 
intention of increasing consular escorts at Bushire, Shiraz, Ispahan, Bander Abbas, 
and Kerman, which had been reported in the British press. He urged that ince 

the LMth October last year Persian Government hind made every effort 
to improve mattors, but their energies had been diverted to the suppression of the 
insurrection. Io begged us still to havo patience, more especially in view of the 
improvement of tho situation at Shiraz and the appointmont of Ala-od-Dowleh. as 
Governor-General of Fars. 

Troplied that the stato of tho southern roads had been, even before the ex-Shah’ 
Foturn, more insecure than over, that the three main channels of our trade with Persia 
had been for somo time practically closed, and that, though I believed no decision 
had been taken, I had recommended a scheme for increasing certain British consular 
escorts ing British lives and trade independently of the situation 

ws now under consideration. He asked me how the escorts could 
protect trade, and T replied that they might occasionally be used to escort caravans. 

Your tlerum, No. 209 of tho Sth October reached me after Lhd diated coves 
Am I now authorised to make official communication to Persian Government on the lines 
indicated tructions ? I await announcement that dispatch of troops has been 
definitely decided upon before doing so. Please refer to my telegram No. 474 of the 
7th October. T have not yet beon informed whether the Governmont of India have 
agrood in my view that dispatch of reinforcements should not be suspended, 





[39328] No. 36°. 


Sir Rdheard Grey to Sir @. Barelay. 
ia 209.) 
‘elegraphic) R. Foreign Ofice, October 8, 1911, 


" mila NS, 475 of 7th October: oe for Shiraz, 
an confine your announcement to the Persian Government to a simpl 
Statement that, owing to possible danger to Brith lives and properties ut Shiraz tad 
elsewhere, Hi Majesty's Government are coneetled to strengthen the consular ‘guards: 
at Shiraz and possibly also at Ispahan and Bushire, 
‘You should say nothing as to patrolling roads or escorting caravans, 





(1524) 
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[39497] No, 37. 
ne Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 9.) 
i 18, 1911, 


a Gulahek, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit translation of a note from the Persian Government 
ing copy of i ing the hope that 





the Rossian 

Government ask for “the moral assistance of His Majesty's Government for earryin 
out the aims of the Persian Government for the tion of the country,” or what 
is presumably meant that His Government should urge the Russian 
Government to refuse 


asy! . 
Thave not considered it worth while reporting the receipt of this note by t 
‘as the message sent me by the Minister iar Foreign Afuire Me the 13th Rane 
‘which T reported in my telegram No. 899, waa onthe aame linge ae tho note to the 
Russian Legation, and, moreover, I see from your telegram No. 592 to Sir G. Buchanan 
that you have already communiznted with the Russian! Government on the aubject 
we, deo. 
G, BARCLAY. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 37, 
Muktadiraul-Mulk to Sir G, Barclay. 
(Translation.) 


Your Excellency, Tehran, Sopteniber 14, 1911. 
AS the British Legation is also a apstory of the protocol of the 7th September, 
1909, regarding Mohammed Ali Mira, the deposod Shah of Persia, I have the honour 
to transit herowith a copy of the note which has been addremed by the Foreign Office 
to the Russian Legation respecting Mohammed AY Mirza’s flight, and T ask for the 
moral assistance of the British Government for the carrying out of the Porsian 
Government's aims for the pacification of the country. 
Thave, &e, 
MUKTADIR-UL-MULK, 




















Enclosure 2 in No, 37. 
Note addressed by the Persian Government to the Russian Legation, 







Your Hecllctey, Undated 
SMT HAVE the honour to inform you that when Mohammed Ali cere 





Tiassa pole, 
ian police, 
Govern: 









fal tke, on 
ment, in i to 
froma and materia 











In accordance with information received, Mohammed Ali Mirza and his followers 


le espe finding that resistance to the Government forces was 
took advant 









[1524] 
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for subsequent mischief, thereby renewing the regretable events from the consequences of 
which the Persian Government has not, i 
attempt to take refuge in Russian te 

eventuality is most likely, T consider 

the following facts -— 


Firstly, in accordance with article 10 of the protocol referred to above, the persons 
who were in refuge at the legation at the time the protocol was concluded were to have 
heen expelled fromm Persia conformably with the provisions of article9. If they returned 
to Persin they were not again to be given protection by the legation, and would not be 
admitted to “hast.” ‘This provision, which was made with respect to bast” in. the 
legati Mohammed Ali Mirza’s follo nust, a fortiori, apply to 
tho taking of in, Russian territory or on Russian ships, and will also apply to 
Mohammed Ali Mirza himself; because it is obvious that the aim of the two contrrctin, 
parties was to provent rebels from taking advantage of Russian protection, and it 
slear that the consequences of Mohammed Ali Mirza's refuge ia Russian territory or on 
Russian ships would be still greater, 

Seondly, in your note of the Bist July, in which the principle of non-inter- 
vention is laid down, it ix expressly stated that the Imperial Russian Government will 
tako no part whatever in tho struggle that has unhappily occurred in Persia, Te ia 
clour that if the Russian Government should allow Mohammed Ali Mirza to take refuge 
in Russian territory, on Russian Government ships, or on those of their subjects, tke 
would constitute a form of intervention, would leave his treason unpunished, aud the 
measures taken by the Government would be frustrated. Other persons o posed to the 
Goverment. would thereby bo encouraged. inthe hors. of eventually finddng such an 
saylom aod sefuge The principle af would be completely violated, 
‘and would, in fict, be exchanged for a form of intervention advantageous to those a 
opposition to the Govern 


Tn view of the above explanations, T expect of your Exeellenoy’s sense of justice 
‘and also of the impartiality of the Russian Government, that the point of view of the 
Persian Government hovwby exposed we particular attention. Tn view of the 
moral wssistance which the Persian Government expects to receive from the Russian 

M it is the hope of my Government that the Russian Government will not 

inyg Moliumaned Ali Mirza and his followers frus rate the measures taken by 
the Porsian Government for the maintenance of peace and order in the country. 
Tavail, &. 





No. 38, 
Mn, O'Beirne to Sir Bdteard Grey—(Received October 9.) 


St, Petersburgh, September 21, 1911. 

THAVE the honour to state that, having received your telogram No. 589 of tho 
25th September, I yestorday handed to the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs an 
aide-ménvire, of which a copy is enclosed, relative to the proposed increaso of tha 
British consular escorts at certain plices in Persia aud the proposed creation of a 
British vieo-consulate at Bam 

M. Nératof stated to mo without hesitation that ho had no objection to offer to any 
of the proposed measures, including the increase of the consular escort at Lspatian, 
explained to his Bscellency the manner in which Tis Majesty's Government contemplated 
‘employing the increased escorts for the protection of traflie on the southern roade- 

Thave, &o. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


en 
Enclosure in No. 38. 


Aitle-mémoire communicated to M. Nératof. 


rilto toujours croissant sur les routes du midi de la Perso'et de 

on continue du trafie dans ces régions, il se peut que lo Gouvernement de 

trouver nécossauiro d'établir un vice-consulat & Bam et @angmonter les 

escortes des consulats britanniques & Bouchir, Chiraz, Kerman et Bender Abbos 
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érable de troupes. 
ieacité, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 13 (28) septembre, 1911. 





139420) No, 39, 


@io.602) 5" % Lower to Sir Bitward Grey.—(Recciced Oster 9.) 
Si 


IN reply to your despatch No, 240 of 
that Thaye been unable to obtain an 
2 fo tho intrigues on the 
object the rest Empire, ‘The Persian 
Embassy replied, wi 8 which I caused to be made 
there, that they on the part of tho ‘Turkish consul, 
and know nothi provineo in question, the position o 
which was clea he treaty of Erzeroum, and said that thero 

nt tho fr Khanikin and Kast-icShirin, 

Thave seen no indications of Hesigns in this direction on the part of tho Porto, 
and in gauging the valuo of Mr, Wilson's information on this point it we td be necessary 
HeceeaTiain and take into consideration the charactor Gf tho Turkish conel i 


weston, who may well be a chauvinist hothead of tho ty; 
i ayo inist hot-head of the typo of his collengues at 


ug for their 


Thave, &o, 
GERARD LOWTHER, 


ee eee 


(39519) No. 40, 


8.178) Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Kaward Grey,—(Received October 0) 


ir, Stockholm, October 6, 1011. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that, according to. statomonte wid tave 
eeoegd in theres, Coptain Hjalnarssoa, one ofthe Swedish officer who hive pave 
ercreity induced the Persian Modjliss to pass a. measuro for the appoinecent ete, 
oro oficors ud an intendent for the gendarmerio. A telegram to thie ction We 

cued the Ministry of War, which has now the matter under considerndver, see 

cision scons yet fo havo bee taken, but the service in Paria appears ts fee pune 

and several candidates have come forward, I is stated that the olfesse oko weg 

already arrived in Tehran aro engaged there in organising the future garter eo. 
Thaye, &c. 

CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


—————————ee ae 


[39533] No. 41. 


gots Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 9.) 
ir, - Paris, October 7, 1911. 

ig RAYE the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a monorati 

siving an account of statements mado to ime to-day by the Persian Minuten meee 
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and by Sardar Khan, the Bakhtiari chief, who is returning to Persia in about three 
weeks’ time, 


Thave, &. 
FRANCIS BERTIE. 


Enclosure in No, 41. 
Memorandum. 


Persian Minister called at the embassy with Sardar Khan, the Bakhtiari 
wey told tho Ambassador that Sardar was returning to Persia in about 
ecks’ the on the termination of a treatment which he was undergoing for 
Ho very much wished His Majesty's Government to be informed of the 


Soon after the Persian revolution Sir George Barclay advised Sardar to exert all 
his influence in Persia in fayour of a poliey being followed friendly to Russia. At that 
timo Sardar found it very difficult to follow the adviso of His Majesty's Minster owing 
to the stato of oxcitement in Persia against Russia. Since then, however, the anti 
Russian fooling has calmed down to a great extent. ‘Tho Porsian Minister in Paris 
(who was Special Ambassador at King Edward's funeral) gent telegrams to the Porsian 

resident of the Council and Minister for Foreign Affairs counselling a policy of 
entente and mutual confidence with Russia, He even sent a telogram in the same senso 
fo tho Rogont through the Minister for Foreign Affairs so that the telegram could not 
ho suppressed. ‘The Regent had in consequence made a declaration to Parliamont in 
Hint gonse—the declaration was. well received! by numerous influential deputies, and 
focling in Porsia was now much less anti-Russian, A proof of this was to be found in 
{the fact that tho concession for a petroleum pipe from Itesht to Enzeli had been granted 
toa Russian company, ‘ 

Sardar vas anxious that His Majesty's Government should kuow that on his return 
to Porsia he would do his utmost to bring about that policy of entente with Russia 
which Sir George Barclay had in the past recommended: 


Paris, October 7, 1911. 





(39683) No. 4p. 
India Offce to Foreign Oige.—(Reecived October 9.) 


Sir, | India Ofiee, Octob 

WITIT reference to your letter of the 26th September on the subject of ihe 
ineronso of consular escotts in Persia, and subsequent telegrams from His Majesty's 
Ministor at ‘Tehran, Tam directed by the Secretary of State to forward, {er the 
Information of the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, copy of tho telographie 
correspondence with the Goverumout of India noted in the mangte,® 

It ‘will bo soon that the Government bf India are arranging for the immediate 
dispatch of a regiment of Indian cavalry to Shiraz 


Masiaan ld eric seyngth — 


ath oteary 1! 
This is in excoss of tho number asked for by Sir G. Barclay, but th 
doubtless letormined by consideration of the risks involved in sending o 
small hodties of mou up-country in the state'nf disorder at prosent prevailing, 
Lon Crewe understands that Sir E, Cey’s intention is that these troops should 
teemplosed solely for the protection of tho life and property of Dritish subjects in 
i, dnd not in pursuianes of the wider scheme suggested in Sir G. 
telegram No. 401 of tho 14th September.) His Lordship feels very strongly that 
Wow of tho criticisms contained in the! Goverament ‘of India's telograin of the 


wefpmcnt of India, September $0; to dite, October 4; 
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30th September, and of other considfrations which he is prepared’ to state when 
Tequired, that scheme should be subjtcted to further exammation before he could 
commit the Government of India to the political, military, and financial responsibilities 
Which may be involved in it. He accorfingly ventures to hope that such instructions 
may be given to the local consular atitforitios as will ensure that the strictly limited 
‘scope of the present operations is carefifly kept in View. 

A separate communication will befsent to you regarding the division of tho cost 
between India and the Imperial Excheqher. 3 

Jt is for consideration whether, if Further troops should at any time be requited 
for the protection of life and property ft Shiraz or elsowhere, infantry are not better 
‘adapted for the purpose than cavalsy. : 
am, &, 


L, ABRAHAMS, 





[39616] No. 43. 


India Office to Foreign O fice.—(Received October 9.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 7th October, 
relative to the sending of troops to Shiraz, 


India Ofiee, October 9, 1911. 
——— 
Enclosure in No, 43, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic) P. October 7, 1911, 

STEPATRS ai Shiraz, Please rfer to m th instant, 

Direetor of Indian marine informs us 
which necessary transport for conv 
to Bushire can'be prepared. Re 
at Shiraz, and it would not 
carly date. 

X propose, in these cireumstances, and having regard to improvement in situation 
at Shiraz, as reported in telegram, dated the Sth instant, from His Majesty's consul, 
that chartering of transports and incarronoe of other additional experlitue iy 
dispatch to Shiraz of n full regiment of cavalry should. be postponed. unl quostion of 
employment of British eavalry for protection of road has boon definitely devi 





[39683] No. 44, 
Initia Ofice to Forcign Ofice—(Reeeived October 9.) 


Sir, India Office, October 9, 1911. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 26th September on the aihject of the 
inereave of consular escorts in Persia and subsequent. telegrams from Hi Majesty's 
Minister. at Tehran, 1 am directed by tho Secretary of Stuto to forward, for the 
information of the Seeretary of Stato for Foreign Affair, copy of telogeaphie corseapon, 
dence with the Government of India. 
Te will bo seen that the Government of India are arranging for the immediate 
Aispatch of a regiment of Indian eavalry to Shiraz :— 
Maxinumn fold service stroogth— 
sok aud fle 
Native oficera 
sich oflecre 


This is in oxoess of the number asked for by Sir G. Barclay, but tho decision iv doubtloss 
determined by consideration of the risks itivolved in sending comparatively small bodies 
of men up-country in the state of disorder at present prevailing. 

[1524] F 
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Lord Crowe understands that Sir E. 

employed solely for the protection of the 

fad not in. porsuancy of the wider eh 

No, 401 of the lith September ip dy that, in view 
criticisms contained in the 16 90th September, and 


be subjected to 
the pol 


carefully: kept in view 

A separate communication will be sont to you regarding the division of the cost 
between India and the Imperial Exchequer. 

Tt is for consideration whether, if further troops should at any time be required for 
the protection of life and property at Shim or elsewhere, infantry are not better 
adapted for the purpose than eavalry, 

Tam, &, 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 44. 


The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India, 


Russian Govern 
protection of is ou de 
any mi eeupation in large body of troops, 
slgalel ba wosded Latina s by Ruaciga Govern? 


Enclosure 2 in No. 44, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telographic.) P, September 30, 1911. 
EEBABE salve to oul to Wteatne datcd daa aie anata re 

Scheme of resident, Persian Gulf, for p as defined in 
elogram No, 401 from His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, has received our: careful 
consideration. Dispatch of two regiments of native cavalry, to be distributed in manner 
shown bulow, woul, in opinion of our military advisers, bo preferable course, -Propooed 
distribution — 


1. Kerman area— 


‘Two squadrons and head-quarters at Bam with new vice-consulate, one 
squadron at Kerinan, and one at Bunder Abbas, 


2, Shiraz area— 


‘Two squadrons and head-quarters at Shiraz, and one squadron each at 
Ispahan and Bushire, 

Only a sinall addition to proposal of resident is entailed. Orders for men to he 
held'in routines aro being isaued “Heavy cost will be involved, a8 troops som likely 
to be required for one or two years, and possibly for longer period. Tt will be ne 
to provide barrucks or shelters and stabling, as existing accommodation is nou-exister, 
‘at places indiented. |Full comploment of mules must be taken from India by regiments, 
We trust that Imperial Exchequer will agree to beat not less than two-thisds of eatice 
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cost, in view of the predominance of British trade and of inevitable necessity, once 
rotective measures are undertaken, for foreign as well as British and Indian trade to 
protected, 

As regards squadrons proceeding to Shiraz and Ispahan from Bushire, no great 
dificulty in regard to supply and. transport ie anticipated ut it will probably be 
preseary to make extensive arrangements for squadrons proceeding to Kerman and 
Bam from Bander Abbas, and instructions should be sent to resident at earliest possitle 
moment immediately it is decided to dispatch troope, 

Teis pointed out. by the military authorities that our political rvsponsibiition will 
bo increased by addition of travelling escorts of cavalry, unless it is held that no enece 
for punitive expeditions will be regarded as being afforded by attacks on these eosorte, 
but that reprisals of another kind, such as fine, &, will be the punishment for suck 
attacks It is uscless to close our dyes to the fact that, although in principle a deesion 
in this wense may be accepted, punitive measures would be entailed, if enly to kewp 
Toads open, if « powerful tribe were successfully to attack and destroy a convoy, Wo 
cannot overlook these risks, and must deal on its merite with each ease 

Military measures in the interior of Persia, costly in themselves, for a 
duration of which cannot by foreseen, aro entailed by the Pe Conflict between 
our officers and men and local administration is not unlikely to ensuo from these 
measures. Hitherto our policy has been to confine our efforts to tho maintenanes of 
onder in the porta of the Bersian Gul by naval neton and by occasionally: disembarkin 
HROHE oF calor: temporarily to protect, British, residents and interests at porta ik 
guestion, As Sir G. Barclay points out, events in Shiraz may be prediptated by the 
policy now advocated, our responsibilities in tho interior will undoubtedly bo extended, 
and a military occupation of Southern Persia—a measuro which wo beliove thors i 
Gyery desi on the part of His Majesty's Government. to ayoid—might in certain 
cireuinstances result. We have thought it our duty in any caso to. point out elenl 
the risks involved, though we presume that: His Majesty's Government, by, whom this 
preliminary step is being presse on, eannot have overlockel st contingencies, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 44. 


The Marquess of Crewe to Government of Inidia. 


Je consequences, immediate ai 
Eom His Maj 
subjects in SI 

considerabl 

taked for by 


up immediately with the Treasin 
terminal, and recurring cost shoul 


— 


Enclosure 4 in No, 44, 


roposed. Twill take: 
TTatimate of initial, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Creice, 


(Telegraphic) P. October 4, 1911. 
NA ae ta eee leans outed Ge ces a 


One regiment of cavalry ein, in opinion of my military advisers, bo sont without 
Fisk to Shitax. Orders have. therfiee, been given for trangpert’ to ‘bp coleeed 
immediately and other necessary arrangements’ to by made for one Tudo cavalry 
regiment with their two Maxims to be dispatched to Shins at one 


See 
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[39066] No. 45. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 200.) 


(elegraphic,) R. Foreign Office, October 9, 1911. 
‘OUR telegram No. 467 of 5th October. : 
Unless some arrangement satisfactory to the Russian Government can be arrived 
‘at we cannot approve of Stokes’s appointment. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 595,) 





(39609) No, 46. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
pe, 301) 


‘Pelegraphic.) R. . Foreign Office, October 9, 1911. 

YOUR telogram No. 470'of 9th October. 

Persian Minister called! here to express hope that His Majesty's Government would 
not send increased escort to Shiraz, but leave Persian Government to re-establish order, 
which they had been hitherto prevented from doing by ex-Shah and other agitato 
Ho way told that His Majesty's Government appreciated Persian Government 
difficulties, but that latter's sneasures in this respect could not be efficacious for some 
timo, and if, in the meanwhile, untoward incidents occurred affecting British lives and 
property, responsibility of Persian Government would be great, and British public 
‘pinion would compel His Majesty's Government to exact all kinds of reparations and 
compensations, aud His Majesty's Government would itself be blamed for confiding in 
Persian assurauces. It was therefore in interest of Persian Government that His 
Majesty's Government should take steps to accord necessary protection, to British li 
and property. We liad no desire to occupy and no intention of retaining increased 
consular guards longer than was absolutely necessary. 

Persian Minister then said his Government's troubles were due to encouragement 
and undorhand support of ex-Shah by Russians. He was told that if Russians had 
ually douo so Persian Government would have found ex-Shuh more difficult. to deal 
‘with than lind actually been the case. 

You should now make official aunouncement as instructed in my telegram No. 209 
of 8th October. 


[39123] No. 47. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barelay. 
No, 122, 
? Foreign Office, October 9, 1911. 

‘THE Persian Ministor called at the Foreign Office on the 4th instant and 
questioned Sir A. Nicolson as to the announcement in the “Times” of that morning 
in respect to the dispatch of Indian cavalry regiments to Persia. Sir A. Nicolson 
roplied that for some weoks past the situation at Shiraz had been going from bad to 
worse, while the ion of the whole of southern Persia approached very closely to 
anarchy. Di ist wo oF threo days tho position at Shiraz had become. really 
critical, and there appeared to be real danger to tho lives of British subjects. We 
wero, therefore, contemplating a considerablo and itnmediate increase to our consular 
guard at Shiraz and possibly at ono or two other places. We had abstained from 
taking any such stops as long as possible in the hope that the situation might possibly 
improve, but our last telegrams were of so alarming a character that we could no 
longer defer taking measures to protect our own people, 

Mirza Mehdi Khan asked if wo could not give the Persian Government a little 
‘moro time wherein to organise somo protective measures. Sir A. Nicolson replied that 
we really could not wait longor, as we might be endangering the lives of our subjects ; 
that he did not wish to blame the Persian Government, who doubtless had had to 
contend with great difficulties, but the case of our people was urgent and pressing, 
and ft would be wroag for us to abstain from giving them such protection as was 
possible, 

Tam, &, 
E. GREY, 
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89695] No. 48. 


(No. 490) 2” % Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received October 10.) 


(alegranhie) R Tehran, October 10, 1911, 


Acting consul reports that the town is fairly quiet and that f the dik 
Arabs have left, but good behaviour of the rest cannot be counted-upon, pea 


Kavram has issued proclamation that his only wish 
that there will be no reprisals for the past, OMY Wish 38 t0 S00 order restored, and 


Whereabouts of Nizam and of Soulet unknown, 





(39821) No, 49. 


(seas) Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 


(Telegraphic,) R, Tehran, October 10, 1911, 


aoa {(legram No, 301 [of 9th October: Shiraz escort. 
lot 8th Ootobes ee made announcement as instructed in your telegram No, 209 


See ee 
[87878] No. 50, 


6, nih Mr. O'Beirne to Sir award Grey.— (Received October 10.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. St. P 

phic:) Pe . Petersburgh, Ootober 10, 1911. 

M. KOKOVISOFF showed, i ion whi id 'wvith him yesterd 
at ea or ih na conversation which T had with him yesterday, 
sin’ Temarked that, in 80 far as Persin was concerned, our entente hind not 
iving satisfactory roaulte T asked hit to specify, and’ ho replied by citiey tte 
ue Mauer Stokes's appointment. I suid that everything thatthe Resins 
x nt could have asked in connection with tho matter had been. dove. ine th 
Maley Government. N. Kokovtsff acknowledged that this had now tea dons, Wut 
nplained that only been done after great delay. explained that, in oro 
meet Russian wishes, His Majesty's Government had taken oh ae eoeteol aa 
wet Russan wishes, His ; nont had taken a vory strong ‘eoutso, and 
ae a, to accept tho resignation of Major Stokes raised questions ofthe 
lis Excellency thien passed to the supposed. dosigns of Turkey upon Persi 

appeared to attach importance to the rumoured intention of Tuckey is recon beeen 
or Tripoli by acquiring Persian territory, ‘Tho authorities of the Caucasa he et 
Thony <ouatantly reporting that the Turks were steadily strengthening theretlvee i 
te figs eh way ab to en 2 the state position of ‘Rusia, Tsu 
Mi of comer i Uige to take action if this stato of things continued. “assured 
couperate with tie Recs gee Persian frontion question wo should ontinue to 


omc Saturday M. Kokovtsoff goes to have an audience with the Emperor in the 


a 


(39124) No. 51. 


(yeriss) Sir Edveard Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 


THE Persii 
Sir A. Ni 


G 
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be rendered harmless, and the Persian Government could then be easy in their minds. 
‘To expel a political refugee from Russian territory was, to an English mind, a very 
strong and unusual step. Wo in England on several occasions had not refused 
admittance to gentlemen who had been endeavouring to upset the Government of their 
country and had failed. We had oven admitted and declmed to surrender men who 
had committed political murders. Mirza Mehdi Khan said that the Persian Government 
were also disappointed that His Majesty’s Government had not urged the Russian 
Government to refuse asylum to the ex-Shah. Sir A. Nicolson observed that we could 
not well have urged the Russian Government to take a step from which we ourselves 
would have abstained, 
Tam, ée. 


. GREY. 





{39993} No. 52. 


Sir C. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 
(No, 482.) 
(Telographic:) Re, Tehran, October 11, 1911. 
FOLLOWING from consul at Shiraz, No. 342:— 


“Disorders on roads are increasing. ‘Telograph gholam was robbed of horse and 
instruments 4 miles from Shiraz on the road to Bushire, and a second, accompanied by 
Govornment sowar, is surrounded by Kashgais 8 miles north of Shiraz. Up post from 
Bushiro robbed on 7th October, There is every probability that the Bushire road will 
}o as completely closed in a day or two as that to Ispahan has been for the last month 
‘and will undoubtedly continue to remain.” 





[89970] No, 53, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received October 11.) 


Ra 483.) 


Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, October 11, 1911. 
MY tologram No, 461 of 3rd October. 
Modjliss yesterday approved project for tho engagement of twonty Swedish officers 
for the organisation of the army. 





(39056) No. 54, 
Foreign Office to Tndia Office. 


, Foreign Ofice, October 11, 1911. 
WITH roforence to your letter of the 2nd October, transwitting ‘copy of 
Major Stokes's telogram of tho 27th September, Tam directed by Secretary Grey 
to state, for tho information of the Sceretary of State for Tndia, that he is of opinion 

resignation of his commission in the Indian army should not be 
accepted. Grey, in his telegram No. 242 of the 18th August, instructed 
Sir G. Bar nform the Persian Government that Major Stokes's resiguation could 
riot bv accepted, in view of the wellsfounded objections of the Russian Government to 
his appointment, and the Russian Government have expressed their thanks for this 
decision, His Majesty’s Government are therefore committed to the refusal of 
Major Stokes’s resignition. Tam to tramsmit to you a copy of a telegram from 
Sir CG. Harclay, and of the reply which has beon returned to him on this subject. 
Sir E, Grey would bo glad to learn on what grounds, in the opinion of the Marquess 
of Crowe, tho refusal to accept the resignation of an officer in the Indian army should 
bbe based in these circumstances, 


Sir, 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
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[40064] No. 55 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received October 12.) 

(No. 485.) 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, October 12, 1911, 
YOUR tclogram No, 294: ‘Tureo-Porsion frontion, ; . 
Russian Minister and I yesterday advised Minister for Foreign Affairs as 

instructed. 





(40151) No. 56. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edveard Grey—(Reeeived October 12.) 
se 243.) 


(Telegraphic) R, St, Petersburgh, October 12, 1911, 
Your eke No. 603 of 11th October and my telegram No. 237 of 7th 
October. i tories 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has not yet heard from Russian Minister at 
‘Tehran, and feels a difficulty in expressing any views. He thinks that much depends 
on whether Swedish officers are to have superior command or only position of 
organisers. He is again telezraphing to, Russian Minister, and remarks that Swedish 
Government will not give their assent without consulting us, ; 





[40239] No. 57. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 
(Hepes ic) RB. Poroign Offce, October 12, 1911, 
PERSIAN Minister hore states that Ala-ed-Dowleh will proceed to Shiraz with a 
considerable force, and that Soulet and Kawam have settled their differences and have 
promised to assist Government in restoring order at once, I should like to have your 
opinion as to whether any satisfactory and immediate improvement in. situation is 
ely'to result if above facts are true, 





(39878) No. 58. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 


Russian trade by the Persian Government's inability, through lack of funds and other 
‘causes, to maintain order on the roads is comparatively slight, the constant disorders 
in the south haye practically rendered impossible the continuance of British trade in 
Persia. 
Seats PIG a eh dontok he Tivos Pa ran M ciae ibe Ma uary's araenY 
have acted in the aren harmony with Ue Hossian Government, and have always 
wn evel ible desire to co-operate with them. 
Saher sacnae eseice tampitomamuearea mista 
officer would doubtless have facilitated the task of organising a force to deal with 
disturbances on the roads, His Majesty's Government, in deference to the wishes of 
the Russian Government, took strong and exceptional action which blocked the 
appointment. At the time, the Russian Government expressod their thanks to His 
Mejesty’s Government for their action in the matter. ‘ : 
‘Our conduct and attitude since the signature of the Anglo-Russian convention 
has thus been in perfect loyalty to its letter and spirit, and the fidelity with which it 
has been observed in regard to Persia has been on several occasions a cause of mutual 
congratulation for both Governments. His Majesty's Government have co-operated 
ith Russia throughout all Persian difficulties, even when by so doing they have 
exposed themselves to criticism in Parliament and outside. 
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[40482] No. 59. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


Qo. 263, ‘ 
ir, Foreign Ofice, October 12, 1911, 

I TOLD Count Benckendorff to-day what M. Kokovizoff had said to Mr. O'Beime 
aout tho entente in Persia and Major Stokes. 

T also told him what I had instructed Mr, O'Beire to say, and I pointed out to 
Count Benckendorff that, as the organisation of the gendarmerie would remedy the 
injury to British trade in Persia, our action in supporting the Russian objection to the 
employment of Major Stokes ought to be recognised as extremely loyal to the entente. 
T recognised the natural objection of Russia to the employment of a British officer to 
command gexidarmerie in the north of Persia, and I understood that Major Stokes had 
expressed strong anti-Russian views. But nono the less, in view of the fact that 
Russian trade was not suffering in tho same degreo as British trade, and might, by the 
blocking of the southern trade routes, positively be gaining what we were losing, it was 
not fair for M. Kokovtzofl to complain of the working of the entente from the Russian 
point of viow. 

Count Bonckendorif admitted the force of all this, but told me he gathered from 

d that M. Kokovtzoft felt that the tout ensemble in Northern Persia was 
becoming increasingly British. Mr. Shuster seemed to select British people, and an 
Englishman had heen appointed to control the Posts and 'Telegraphs. ‘The general 
tonleney seomed foo tvards an increase of Brits influence in Northern Persia. 

am, &e. 
FE. GREY. 





(39210) 

Foreign Ogice to India Office, 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 
T AM directed by Secrotary Sir E, Grey to state, for the 
Secrotary of Siato for Ind 
informed His Majesty's 
make no objection to. M yy of ‘Telegraphs, 
Sir E. 6 ices to the Persian 
Government.” 

Tam, dc. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(40297) No. 61. 


Momorandum, 


again ur a 
‘Ala-ed-Dowleh appointed Gov 


od foreo. to | force of Persi 


and in maki 
stances the 
livin decision to disp 
‘A, Nicolson told the Ministor that our last telegrams from Sir G, Barclay dia 
not indies permanent improvement in the situation at Shims, and that he felt 
sure th Fela sa any respect of onder being stictorly restored and 
tranquillity ensured he would be the frst to inform us, but we had heard nothing from 
him to that effect, 


Foreign Ogiee, October 12, 1911, 





* See No. 22, copy of which has already been seat to lal Ofiee 
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[40271] No. 62, 
India Office to Foreign Orfice.—{Reetived October 13.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Siate for India prosents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 12th October, 
regarding the dispatch of troops to Shiraz. 


India Office, October 13, 1911. 


Enclosure in No, 62. 


Government of India to Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic) P. October 12, 1911. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 10th October, 1911. 

Te has beon ascertained that transport of two squadrons of cavalry with their 
transport mules, and their landing at Bushire by the 27th instant, can bo. arranged by 
the Indian Marine. By tho above-mentioned date a half-company_of infantry, whi 
can act as baggage guard to the cavalry on the march, will be at Bushire. Provided 
country is considered by Cox sufficiently open for that force to. proceed, troops could 
start for Shiraz as goon as they land. ‘Two remaining squadrons could be dispatched 


oon after the two firs. If infantry were sont, ealloction of transport for therm would 
involve considerable delay. aaa 





(40289) No. 63, 
ir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Octobor 18.) 


phic.) , . elvan, October 13, 1911, 

NGHISH lady doctor, Miss Ross, travelling with a Jango caravan of morchandise 
from Tspahan to Shiraz, has been badly beaten near Abadch by Kubgoluis, who 
captured caravan, Miss Ross escaped alone, and has arrived at Abadeh on foot, 





(40291) No. 64. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived October 13.) 


) ‘Tehran, October 18, 1911, 
MY telegram No, 432 of 25th Septombor. sahil 
A combined force of Persian Cossacks, under two of the Russian officors of tho 
Cossack brigade, and Bakhtiar’ is attacking. Naib Hussein at Kashan tortor, 
—— ree ee 


(40292) No, 65. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—-(Received October 13.) 


480) 
Telegraphic.) R. 
Ai telegram No. 481 of 10th October 
Following is substance of reply of Persian Government :— 


Tehran, October 13, 1911, 


Persian Government attribute ill-success of their special efforts to restore order 
[?to] Kawam incident oud hig bast in. British, consulntes Subsequently 
if ex-Shab, &o.y in’ preston of which moral support of His Majesty's 
ig, diverted energies and [ji yphi 
resources of Persian Government. ge cab tip aliorelate] 


Now that the Government wore free from embarrassments in the north and west 
and were about to direct their wholo efforts to restoration of ordor and security in 
south, step contemplated by British Government, which might forin @ precedent for 
others, would be extremely unexpected on the part of a friendly Power, 

[1524] WH 
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Steps enumerated as being taken by Persian Government are:— 


1. Cossack detachment numbering 350 men, now at Kashan, will be ordered to 
yroceed to Shiraz as soon as they have dealt with Naib Hussein (eco my telegram 
No 488 of 13th October). 
2, Ala-ed-Dowleh, with necessary force, will shortly leave Tehran for his new post, 
3, Swedish officers aro busily engaged’ on organisation of a gendarmerie. heir 
‘work will soon. show a result, and a sufficient force for the protection of the southern 
roads will be dispatched. 
4, Reconciliation of Soulet and Kawam, who have undertaken to obey absolutely 
orders of Government, 


Persian Government aro confident in eventual success of theso measures, In the 
meantime every measure will be taken for protection of British lives and property. In 
these circumstances Persian Government beg me to dissuade His Majesty's Government 
from taking step contemplated, “so that the Persian Government may have time to 
completo the measures they have undertaken, and that an unealled-for step on the part 
of the British Government may not delay achievement of their plans.’ 





(40414) No. 66. 
Tnilia Ofice to Foreign Ofice—(Reeeived October 14.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
tho Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 13th October, 
1911, relative to cavalry for Shiraz *, 

‘Pologram to Viecroy, dated the 10th October, on the same subject is also 
enclosed. 


India Office, October 14, 1911, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 66. 
The Marquess of Crewe to the Government of India. 


India Ofice, October 10, 1911. 
ur telogeam dated the 7th October, 1911, 
You should send troops with Teast possible delay, as they are required for protection 
fo anid property, not of roads, If considered suitable for the present purpose, and 
if it would reduce delay, infantry may be substituted for cavalry. Postponement. of 
dospateh until tho 26th instant is in any case most undesirable, 


inclosure 2 in No. 60. 


snment of Initia to the Marquess of Crewe, 


(Teleraphic) P. October 13, 1911. 
SHIRAZ, Pleas retor to your tolegeam dated the 10th Ostober, 1911, 

Wo aro dispatching with all expedition four sqpudrons of cavalry, of which it is 
expected that tle two first will embark on the 22nd October at Bombay, and the other 
two a fow days after. 





[40480] No. 67. 
India Ofice to Foreign O fice— (Received October 14.) 
Sir, India Office, October 14, 1911. 
TAM dircoted by the Secretary of Stato for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter dated tho 11th instant, regarding the resignation of Major Stokes, and, 


in roply, to say that the Government of India will be instructed by telegram to 
rofuso it, 
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As regards the reason to be assigned in replying to him, Tam to observe that 
he is in the employ of the Foreign Office, and that the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs is better acquainted with the grounds on which it has been decided to refuse to 
‘accept his resignation than the Marquess of Crewe, who was not consulted before the 
decision was taken. But, on the information before him, his Lordship would suggest 
that the explanation might be that His Majesty’s Government are unable to adviso the 
King to accept the resignation of an officer who tenders it for the sole purpose of takin 
servico under a foreign Power in circumstances which, in their judgment, make his 
action detrimental to British interests, ex: v 

Sir E. Grey has doubtless not overlooked the fact that it will not be possible to 
maintain this attitude indefinitely, and that if in a few months’ time Major, Stokes 
again tenders is resignation on private grounds it will be exeoedingly dificult to 
rrofuse it. 

‘The draft of a telegram which, with Sir E. Grey's coneurrenee, it is proposed to 
address to the Government of India is enclosed. : 


am, &o. 
R, RITCHIE. 





(40519) No. 68, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Recoived October 14.) 
(Wo. 490.) 
(Telographic.) P. Tehran, Octobor 14, 1911. 

SHIRAZ and southern roads. 

Reference to your telegram No, 804, dated 12th October. 

I hiad the honour to report in my telegram No, 455 of 30th September that 
Ala-ed-Dowlch was reluctant to take up his post at Shiraz, His Hxcellency has now 
availed! himself of the pretext of the proposed dispatch of British troops, and informs 
me that if they are sent he will not proceed. Although he assures mo that he will go 
if His Majesty’s Goverument cancel their decision, 1 am rather doubtful whether, in 
that caso, he would not discover some other excuse for refusing tho appointment, 

‘The considerable force to which Persian Minister referred is composed partly of 
tho Cossacks who, as T reported in my telegram No, 488 of 13th October, are now 
operating against Naib Hussein at Kashan, and I do not believe that the Russian 
colonel will permit them to go so far unaccompanied by the two Russian officers who 
are with them at present. Moreover, I do not know whether we should wish to eo 
Russian officers at Shiraz, Tn addition to tho Cossacks, T believe it has beon arranged 
to send a forco of ordinary Persian troops with Aln-od-Dowleh, but it has been proved 
in the past that such soldicry melts away at Shiraz, 

In their representations to me, Persian Government have laid great emphasis on 
agreement conchided between Kavvam and Soulet, Such. a reconciliation is, however, 
scoffed at by Alned-Dowleh, and, in reply to my enquiry, acting cousul at Shiraz 
telegraphs at follows (No. 350 of 13th October) :— 


“About ten days ago a document was sealed by Kawam, which had previously. 
heen sealed by Soult, and which was subsequently sealed by Mirza Ibrahim, tho chiot 
stipulations of which were, that the ruling of the Persian Government in tho matter 
of the Governor-General and the immediate dismissal of their forces should be accoptod 
by both parties, that Soulet should protect traffic on the Bushire road, and that looted 
roperty should be returned by both sides, No importance was attached to document, 
Ey Kawam, who eignedit without oath and without Keoping a eopy-—bowh partis 
intending signature morely to be a demonstration of public spit. {tj unnecossaty 
to add that all its conditions have remained unfulfilled, and the goneral situation 
cannot conceivably be affected by it. 
“Tt did not previously occur to me that this document could be contemplated in 
the light of a settlement, seeing the little importance attached to it at the timo.” 


Mr. Knox also informs me that Kawam is constantly telegraphing to the Premier, 
urging dismissal of Soulet from the Ikhaniship of the Kashgais, and that Soulet is, 
fon his side, engaged in active intrigues against Kawam. In view of these reports, 
Tam forced to regard any real gettlement with some scepticism. 

Tt caunot, however, be denied that situation in the town has shown, momentary 
improvement since the time when the decision was come to to send British troops. 
If, therefore, this step has been decided on solely on account of the situation in Shiraz 
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itself, the improvement already noted and the prospect, which it seams justifiable to 
entertain, that if Alaed-Dowlch proceeds a further amelioration will occur, perhaps 
Warrant our holding our hand. In these eireumstances, if, as I infer from your 
telegram No, 209 of &th October, the state of the ronds is to be left out of consideration, 
Persian Government might be informed that we will postpone the dispatch of troops 
for a week, but that, unless Ala-ed-Dowleh is on his way to Shiraz when that period 
‘has elapsed, they will then leave for that town, % nee 

‘ho roads, howover, are in a truly desperate state, and pending the organisation 
of an efficient gendarmerie, which is remote, there is no likelihood of any real improve- 
ment on them. In addition to the assault on Miss Ross, of which I informed you 
yesterday, a Inrge robbery of British goods has occurred near Bunder Abbas, and latest 
reports from His Majesty's consul at Kerman show that no road between that town 
‘and Bunder Abbas is passable, and that, conditions are worse than consul has yet 
known them, T append two telegrams which reached me yesterday from acting consul 
at Shiraz and Tis Majesty's consul-general, Bushire. 

Shirnz telegram No. 346 of 13th October 

‘All telegraph lines to Bushire have been totally interrupted for last forty hours. 
Another gliolam sent out to investigate was robbed of evorything and severely beaten, 
Loss of tools aud telephones in these robberies is causing miuch inconvenience to 
dopartinent, So, far as ean yet be ascortained, damage already done is most serious, 
lino Uoing ub  sovoral places and large quantities of wiro carried off. Tt ds at 


rosont impossible to obtain guards for working parties, and there is consequently 
ttle hopo of prompt rep 


Bushire tolegram No. 261 of 13th October :— 


‘ Ala-od-Dowleh telegraphs to Governor of Gulf Ports that Nizam and Soulet, who 
are in rebellion against the Government, aro on their way to Kazerun to raise coi 
io continues that governor must at all costs oppose them, and should raise the khang 
on the road and in Tangistan against them, and that Nizam’s estates are forfeited to 
tho Government and should be taken possession of. Action on above lines can only 
rosull in continued and violent disorder on road.” 


Cox's telegram thon recapitulates a series of outrages on telegraph employés, 


(40474) No, 69, 


Sir @, Barclay to Sir Bdteard Groy.—(Received October 14.) 

No. 491.) 

‘Palographic.) Decade, ‘Tehran, October 14, 1911. 
PERSIAN Government inform me that Soule-ed-Dowlch has ‘been dismissed and 

Zeigham appointed Tkhani of Kashygais, 





(40457) No. 70, 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Kdward Grey—(Received October 14.) 


(Gs 240.) 
ielegraplie) P, St. Petersburgh, October 14, 1911, 


AW the president of the council last night and gave him your message, as 
instructed in your telegram No, 607 of tho 13th October. 

Your message appeared genuinely to impress M. Kokovtsoff, who beguzed me to 
convey to you his hearty thanks for your courtesy in affording these explanations, and 
asked mo to assure you that it was his one wish to co-operate with His Majesty's 
Govermuent in completo understanding. Ho said that at the present moment it was 
amore important than it had over been before that our entonte should work ellectively. 

urning 10 the Turco-Persian frontier question, M. Kokovtsolf aguin spoke 
ftrongly in the sense of our previous conversation, reported in my telegram No, 2 
of the L0:h October, On my enquiring whether there were any definite steps in which 
our co-operation was desired by the Russian Government, Me Kokovtsofl re 
he woukl bo frank with me.” A proposal had been made by the Viceroy of the 
Caucasus. that Russian tops ‘should be sont to Khoi ‘This proposal. had. been 
negatived by the Russian Government, who had, however, dispatched to Khoi one of 
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their consular officers, a man of energetic character, and given him an escort consisting 
of about 100 men, so as to enable him to act with firmness. Isaid that it was ineon- 
ceivable to me that the Turks should at the present juncture contemplate any action 
calculated to provoke Russian hostility; but M. Kokovtsoff disagreed with ime, and 
asked whether any objection would be Zased by Tis Majesty's Government to the step 
which Russia was taking. I said that, personally, I felt sure that His Majesty's 
Government would not raise objections. 


(Confidential.) 
Tt is evident that the Russian Government mean to act energetically, and 


AM. Kokovtsoft spoke as if they had seriously considered the question of a 
occupation, 


(40271) No. 71. 


Sir E. Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 307.) 
Telegraphic), Foreign Office, October 4, 1911, 

INCREASE of escorts in South Persia. 

Telegram from Calcutta states that arrangements for transport of two eavaly 
‘squadrons and their transport mules can be made by Indian Marine, This detachment 
to land on 27th October at Bushire. By that date thero will also be « half-company of 
infantry at Bushiro ; this could accompany the cavalry as baggage-gunrd on the match, 

constituted could start as soon as landed for Shiraz, provided country is, in 
ion of Licutenant-Colonel Cox, sufficiently open, ‘Two squadrons would remain, 
sent a fow days subsequently, 

Decision as to whether the force sliould proceed simultaneously or in two different 
detachments is left to you and Lieutenant-Colonel Cox; you should consult, on this 
point with His Majesty's consul at Shirw2. 





[38997] No. 72. 
Foreign Office to Mesers, Hltinger, 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, October 14, 1911, 

T AM ‘directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to state, with reference to your 
letter of tho 4th instant, that ho soes no objection to your mentioning at the Persian 
Legation the assurances which you have received from His Majesty's Government in 
regard to your oxide business in Hormuz, 

With regard to tho request of Muin-ut-Pajjar, contained in his lettor to you of 
the 20th ultimo, that ho may be supplied with copies of the correspondence which han 
passed betiveon you and the Foreign Olfice sinco the 31st March last, I am to say that if 
‘you will be good enough to furnish Sir F. Grey with a list of the documents which you 
Propose to communicate to Muin-ut-Tujjar he will consider the mattor, 

Tam to auld that Sir E. Groy lias uo objection tothe tonns of the ltr which you 

addressing to Muin-ut-Tujjar in reply to his letter of the 20th ultimo. 
ir G. Barclay has not yet reported the result of the representations which he was 
instructed to make to the Persian Government upon the receipt of your letter of tho 
15th June last. 
Lam, ke, 
LOUIS MALDET, 





[40500] No. 73, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeeived October 15.) 
(No. 492,) 


(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, Octobior 15, 1911, 
YOUR telegram No. 300 of 9th October: Major Stokes. 
‘The Russian Minister is to-day informing Shuster that, as it is unfortunately 


[1524] xe 
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impossi i J3 servi Russian Government 
found impossible to restrict Stokes's services to the south, the : 
out aleve to their protest to his engagement to organise Treasury gendarmerie. 





(ao50u) No. 74, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 493.) 2 
(Telegraphic.) Be Cee Tehran, October 15, 1911. 
Yel 488 of 13th October. ; . : 
Geaseet fonco occupied Kashan yesterday after some fighting. Naib Hussein 
escaped. 





(40502) No. 75. 


Sir @, Barclay to Sir Bdvoard Grey.—(Received October 15.) 
(eicgephic) R ‘Tehran, October 15, 1911. 
FOUR tolegram No, 305 of 18th October : Swedish officers. ‘ ; 
Bill passed Medjliss on 10h October provides for engagement for threo, years o 
tho following two Swedish office: “for the adn fon, organisation of military 
instruction and. scientifi 1 of the Persian army.” One major or Hieutenant- 
Colonel ng head. of the mission, nine captains, seven lieutenants, and three non 
one officers. ‘hair ovis aro enumerated, in deta ‘and the (group 
decypherable) appears to include both organisation and command. 
mea yeu BAT LOOUL, ks bes vote! for payment of these officers. 





[40503] No. 76. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 15.) 


Velegrap Tehran, Octobe 

MISS ROSS. 

Tn reply to your telegram No, 306 of the 14th October, have the honour to report 
that, in nccordanes with my usual custom in important robbery eases, I brought, the 
facts to tho notico of Porsian Government, stating that if the claim which would be 
prcentol al Shir by is Majety's consular ee vero uot set ied locally, T should 
Ho compelled to claim from tho central authorities. ee 
Sint addressing a further note to Persian Government, as T hear this morning 
that al Miss Ross suegcal instraments ave en sole, pointing out tho urgency of 
‘restitution of tho articles curried off or payment of their value, ‘ 

“Tein however, hold out no hope of any early settlement, except in the event of 
our uevopting, soine payment as an act of grace, aud such a step would, L fear, preclude 
tho hupo of obtaining any compensation over and above the value of the property 
stolen, i 

Tawait your instructions on this point. Unless we proceed on these lines I fear 
sottloment of case will bo delayed until a goneral settlement of our numerous out 
standing claims is forced upon Bersian Government. For Persian Government to 
sottle Miss Ross's claim otherw nact of grace, would be tantamount to an 
‘Admission on their part of their liability for robbery eases. 





(40504) No. 77. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 15.) 


igraphic.) DP. Tehran, October 15, 1911, 
RUSSIAN instructors for Persian army. 


(Very Contidential.) 
Please see my telegram No, 494 of to-di 
My Russian colleague is, I believe, advising the Russian Government to. propose 
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to the Persian Government the engagement of Russian instructors, and to consult you 
as to any reserves which you may desire to make as to their engagement. 

‘The above information is of such a confidential nature that it should not be used 
Ly His Majesty’s Embassy at St, Petersburgh, 





(40627) No. 78. 


acid Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 16.) 
No. 181, 
ir, Stockholm, October 12, 1911, 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 29 of the 5th October, I have the honour 
to ‘inform you that Baron Ramel stated to me on the 10th instant that the Swedish 
Government had received a request for the appointment of seven more officers for 
service in Persia, in order to organise the gendarmerie, in addition to those already 
sent to Tehran, “Besides these officers a request had also been received, through the 
Persian Minister in Paris for the loan of an officer of superior rank, in order to hold, 
the chief command. He had, he added, no knowledge of any intention on the part of 
Persia to ask for the loan of Swedish officers in order to organise a small army, ag 
stated in tho pres, I bave tinco asesriained that as many as Atty flees lav 
volunteered for service, and these are for the most part men of good standing in_thoir 
Profesion who ar attracted mainly by the desire for adventiry ond wovelty. Taxon 
Ramel thought that, although the army authorities had not been averso to the 
tof a few officers in Persia, as this would afford them useful exporience 
and training there might be some difficulty in sparing a lirge number. Ho could, 
however, say nothing definite. As I have remarked before, I believe the type of 
officer who is voluntecring is one likely to be of considerable service to Porsia under 
present circumstances. Count Ehronsward expressed his satisfaction at the friendly 
attitude adopted in this matter by the Governments of Great Britain and Rusia 
have, &e, 
CECIL SPRING-RICK, 





(40717) No. 79. 
Mirza Mehdi Khan to Sir Edward Groy,—(Recoived October 16.) 


‘THE Persian Ministor has the honour to refer the Secretary of Stato for Foreign 
Affairs to his conversations with Sir Arthur Nicolson on the 4th, 7th, and 12th instant 
regarding tho intention of His Britannic Majesty's Government to. strengthen their 
consular guards in Shirazand possibly eleewhere. When on the 4th instant Sir Arthur 
Nicolson informed the Persian Minister of the intention of His Britannic Majesty's 
Government, Mirza Mehdi Khan stated that, in his opivion, such an action at the 
present moment was most undesirable and unnecessary, ‘The Porsian Goyerument had, 
hofore the recent Iamentable ovents (viz, the rom of the ex-Shah undor the 
ciroumstances already well known, and the activities of Salar-ed-Dowleh) taken 
Glaborate measures to keop tho province of Fars and the trade routes secure, 

As His Britannic Majesty's Government well know, the efforts of the Persian 
Government had not remained’ fruitless; order and security was maintained, and this 
fact was recognised by His Britannic Majesty's Government, ‘The recent deplorable 
and serious events, however, diverted the attention of the Persian Government, to the 
northern and western districts, Just at the time when they were busy. initiating 
reforms and putting things in order, when they had, on the one hand, contracted a loat 
and on the other brought foreign experts to assist them in the reorganisation of the 
Departments of State, the events referred to took places the Persian Government hind 
therefore to devote altention, energy, and money to save the country from 0 great a 
danger which was threatening it, Now that they. had done so, they would concentrate 
their whole attention to the province of Fars and to the southern districts and the trade 
routes; the Swedish military officers have been brought to Persia to or 

endarmerio for this very purpose. ‘The Persian Minister further pointed out to 
ir Arthur Nicolson that, in view of the above facts, any action by Great Britain would 
produce a bad impression, and would be taken as a departure from th generous policy 
Always pursued by His Britannic Majesty's Goverment. Mirza Mehdi Klan said thet 
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4iv his opinion the situation in Shiraz, however unsatisfactory, was not such as to be of 
danger to Europeans, and begged that His Britannic Majesty's Government might not 
take any action. 


to add that, had His Britannic Majesty's Government given Persia their moral 

support, the’ Persian Government would have been able to devote their whole 

Attention to the south. ‘The Persian Government therefore begged that now, instead of 

inereasing their consular guards, His Britannic Majesty's Government might give them 

iich-needed moral support which it is their right and obligation to give. The 

mnient are daily harassed by: taost serious interferences of the Russian 

jerferences to which the attention of His Britannic Majesty's Government 

Tag every time been drawn, ‘The Persian Government needs the support of Great 

Britain to put-a stop to these interferences, which encourage malefactors and lower the 
prestige of the Government, 

On the 12th instant, the Persian Minister communicated to Sir Arthur Nicolson 
another telegram from his Government. In view of the communications made through 
Mirza Mehdi Khan to the Foreign Office, the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs had 
Won surprised to rueeive a niote from Sir George Barclay saying that it was intended 
to increase the consular guards in Shiraz and possibly in Ispahan and Bushire. The 
Persian Government had taken measures to restore order immediately. The Ala-ed- 
Dowleh hud been appointed Governor-General of Fars and was on the point of leaving 
‘Pabran with a strong military force, A detachment of Cossacks, which had been sent to 
Kashiin, li orders to proceed to Shiraz. ‘The Soulet-ed-Dowleh and the Kawam-ul- 
Mulk hail made peace and had undertaken to act in perfect unison in assisting the 
Central Government to keep order, They had further solemnly promised to obey the 
Central Government it every matter, and had sent out of Shiraz all their armed 
fallowe ilet-ed-Doylel had further undertaken to. keep tho Shiraz-Bushire 
road secure, Moreover, the Swedish officers who have been engaged by the Persian 

nt for the purpose of organising a gendarmerie and protecting the trade 

routes arrived in Persia some time ago and are well advanced in their work. 
the need of any 
on tho part of His Britannic Majesty’s Government. ‘The solo cause of unrest 

Shirwz was the dissension between the Kashgais and the Kawamis; this has 
hoon put right by the fact that the Soulet-ed-Dowleh and the Kawam-ul-Mulk have 
made peace aud are working in, unison. European subjects are not exposed to any 
longed and tei eafoty js, as it has elirags boon, the epecial care of the Persian 
Gove ‘quiet, and, in view of the measures taken by the 
Porsian Govermmont and the fact that they are now able to devote their whole attention 
to the south, there is not the ety as to the future, 

‘Tho Porsinn Minister thet f of his Government, be 
request that His Britannic Majesty's: Gov 
‘action. 


Persian Legation, London, Ostober 13, 1911. 





(40786) NoB0, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Hitward Grey.—(Received October 16.) 

(No, 407.) 

‘Melographic.) BR. Tehran, October 16, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No, 807 of 1th October. 
Following from Tis Majesty's consul-general, Bushire, No. 26: 


“Dispatch of cavalry. I have understood all, along that three squadrons of 
cavalry only were going to Shirwz and one remaining at Bushire, If this is so 
cousilor force sliould move up in one body. Knox only questions feasibility of this 
course on account of supply difficulties at the Shiraz end, but these can be surmounted 
from Biuhiro, But if, however, four squadrons are to be sent up, I se0.o objection to 
their proceeding iu two detachments unless any untoward development occurs between 
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T conclude that four squadrons aro intended for eventual distribution between 
Bushire, Shiraz, and Ispahan, and on this assumption I would propose that three 
squadrons shoul move up to Shiraz simultancoualy, four squadrons {? fourth squadron} 
remaining at Bushire. 





(40785) No. 81. 


Heri Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 16.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, October 10, 1911. 

PERSIA, y ‘ 

My telegram No. 246 of the 14th October. 

L asked MM, Nératof to-day about tho intended dispatch of a Russian consular 
offer to Khoi, His Excellency replied that, according to information which had 
reached him, a certain defile in the neighbourhood of Khoi was held by Turkish 
troops. When the Russian consular officer arrived he would have to judgo what 
attitude he should adopt. 

‘Things are said to be in a very disturbed condition. in the neighbourhood of 


Re and the Russian Government are consequently sending 100 Cossacks to that 
2. 





[40503] No, 82. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 


is 





No. 83. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr O'Beirna, 


) 
(Telographic) R. Foreign Osfice, Octob ( 
YOUR telegram No. 246 of 14th October. i eee ON 
cools Maieaty's Government will raise no objection respecting dispatch of consular 





(39683) AGES 
Foreign Ogice to India Ofice. 


: Foreign Ofice, Ostobor 16, 1911, 
1 AM decd by Sterotary Sir B, Gry to acknowledge os roceipt of cia inior 
of the 9th October respecting the consular escorts in Persia. Tam to state that Sir I, 
Groy has taken due note of the desire of the Secretary of Stato for India. that these 
troop shall be employe wlly forthe protetion of the lite and property of British 
subjects in Shiraz, and instructions in this sense have beon sont to His Majesty's 
representative at Tehran, In the present cireumstances, Sir B. Grey will not pross # 
matter of the wider scheme suggested in Sir G. Barclay's telegram No. 401 of the Ldth 
September, but if the disorders on the southern roads continue, and if tho local 
authorities and Sir G. Barclay consider that there will be no risk in occasionally 
escorting caravans, Siz B. Grey. will, in view of the considerable British interests 
tovoleed rng the matter up again in aeordanco with the Marquess of Crowe's deseo 

the scheme should bo subjected to further examinati 
FespOnafbiliies Woich tay Us Savelyed ta 1 pie ges 

1 to te this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your further letter 

152 
K 


Sir, 








af 





of the 12th instant enclosing a telegram from the Viceroy of India, in which his 
Excellency reporis that the dispatch to Shiraz of the 37th Central India Horse is being 


expedited, 





Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 



















(40874) No. 85. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Reecived October 17.) 


Sin, Tniia Office, October 16, 1911. 

IN continuation of Mr, Abrahams’ letter of the 9th instant, Lam directed by the 
Secretary of State for India to address vou on the subject of the scheme for the 
rotection of caravans on the roads of Southern Persia, suggested by His Majesty's 
finistor at Tehran in his telegram No. 401 of the 14th September. 

‘The views of the Government of India on this proposal were expressed in their 
telegram of the 30th September, copy of which was enclosed in my letter above 
quoted, and have the entire concurrence of the Marquess of Crewe. In his Lordship's 

inion, it would be quite impossible in practice to differentiate attacks upon travelling 

escorts of cavalry from attacks upon any other of His Majesty's forces on foreign soil. 

‘That is to say, in tho event of such atticks being made, it would be essential, for the 

pose of maintaining the prestige in virtue of which alone such small bodies of 

ly move ubout the country at all, to undertake punitive measures against 

the tribes to which the assailants belong; and when once that process began, the 
consequences foreseen by the Government of India would surely follow. 

‘howe consequences Lord Crewe naturally reganls mainly from the Tuan point 
of view; and Tam to say that alike on political, military, and financial grounds he is 
in the highest degree averso from taking any stop that is likely to precipitate them, 
‘Mh present con 1 the Moslem world is reflected in the numerous appeals for 
the good olfices of Hix Majesty's 
received from Indian Moslems. 
anything that could be mistopresonted as such—foll 
and Tripoli would, in his onlslip's’ apisions hay 
ui 

























































\g.00 recent events in Moroc 
4 deplorable political effect in 








r would. the political effect of adopting the proposals bo confined to the 
Moslems. As Sir B. Grey is perhaps aware, them liture of the Indian 
Governie ady an object of unfayourable criticism by important sections of 
Indian public opinion, The criticism will be greatly 
inereased iF itis seon that the C maintain even two 
ogiments of cavalry for an indefinite time on. foreign service, while it seems 
improbable that so sinall a force will long prove sufficient, 

But apart altogether from this political aspect of the question, Tam to say that 
ih ‘ailitary nr the nancial resources of Tadia are euch ae to justify ony 
ont of Indian respousibilities at so great a distance from hier fro 

‘The developments of Chinese poliey on the north-east and east aro already: necessitating 
increasud expendittiro, and may not improbably involve some redistribution of the 
Tndian army: upon. those frontiers jw ead disturbanes om the north- 
western frontier the existing neute antagonisin between Moslem and 
Christian Powers is a predisposing condition—might at any moment call into action 
the full strength of tho fiokd army. And in this connection it should be mentioned 
that by 21 & 22 Viet., cap. 106, see. 5 the consent of both Houses of Parl is 
roquived hofore the revenues of India can be applied to the conduet of military 
‘operations boyond its external frontier, 

‘These aro the domestic considerations which lead Lord Crewe to vie 
pprclionsion tho dispateh of troops even for the protection of life, 
impossible for him (as at present advised) to recommend. the 
saniction the expenditure, or any part of i, involved in the adoption of Sir G. Barclay’s 
a But there are two further considerations, arising from the state of Persia 
itsolf, which his Lordship wishes to submit to Sir E. Grey. 

It is not to he supposed that the oc age of am escorted caravan aloug 

Ue rouds will of itsolf suflice to restore order in the country, nor is it proposed to tse 
tho troops dirvetly for that purpose, But it is the uow chronic disorder whieh, b 
destroying the purchasing power of the people and the eredit of the merchants, and by 
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diving peaceful inhabitants into predatory babi is far. more damaging to British 
trade than the mere insecurity of the roads; and until it is removed, by measures 
which the Persian Government alone can take, his Lordship fears that any beneficial 
result that the introduction of Indian troops might have would be wholly incom- 
mensurate with the danger and the expense. X 

Tn conclusion, his Lordship feels strongly that the dispatch of large bodies of 
troops to Persia, contrary to the express wishes of the Government, except for the 
actual protection of life, cannot be justified on any grounds that would satisly 
reasonable public opinion in this country. 

Tam, &. 
R. RITOHIE, 





(40925) No. 86. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 17.) 
eae y to Sir Badward Grey. {1 
(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, October 17, 1911, 


REGENT yesterday sent mo a very confidential message to the effect that intrigues 
on the part of the extremists hi brought about a Cabinet er Three Ministers 
have already tendered thoir resignation, and in consequence Primo Minister has decided 
to resign. ‘This decision will take effect in a week, when the Regent will announce to 
the Medjliss that he will appoint a new Prime Minister of their choice, and that ho will 
then himself resign the Regency. Regent tells me that he cannot face the prospect of 
intercourse with an extremist Cabinet, with whom he must bo in constant conflict. 











(40966) No. 87. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Bdvcard Grey.—(Received October 11) 





R Stockholm, October V7, 1911. 
SDISH Minister for Foreign Affairs has heard nothing as yet from the 
Porsian Government as to engagement of twenty officers to organise army. Swedish 
Government will probably consent to the loan of soven officers for the gendarmeric, 
but it is not certain whethier twenty more can be spared. In any case, they will take 
no steps without consulting London and St, Petersburgh, I explained difficulties as to 
the Cossack brigade, &c., which the Minister for Foreign Affairs quite appreciated. 











(41265) No, 88, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Opico, Ootober V7, 1911. 
‘dat the Foreign Office to-lay to ronew the request of 
his Government that th +h of reinforcements to the consular guards should 
De postponed. Sir A. Ni at over all the old ground again with him and read 
to him the substance of most of the telegrams which we had receiver, and pointed out 
to him the extremely critical situation at Shiraz about a fortnight ago, and the 
deplorable condition of tho roads at the present moment, Although Shira was for 
the moment fairly tranquil, this temporary improvement was largely owing, we under- 
stood, to the knowledge that we were dispatching additional escorts, aud there was no 
guarantee whatever that a recrudéscenco cf the former critical state of things would 
pln ero to postpone sending our detachments, We really could not, 
Wait till some indefinite day for tho Persian Government to take necossary and), above 
all, efficient measures themselves. ‘Tho presence of our increased escorts would in 
reality: bo of assistance to the Persian authorities, and wo could not adinit that they 
iminish the prestige of the Ala-ed-Dowleh or any othr Governor-General, as the 
. ister asserted. Sir A. Nicolson said that he was afraid that tho Minister 
must inform his Government that, with every possible desis to show our good will to 
them, we could not postpone measures undertaken for the protection of [British lives 

























































36 


and property, We had allowed a very long period to elapse before deciding on t! 
steps in the hope that the situation would improve. fe 
am, 






GREY. 









(38296) No, 89. 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Foreign Office, October 17, 1911. 
TN consequence of the anarchy which has recently prevailed at Shiraz and of the 
insoourity of tho tradg routes down to the Persian Gulf it has been found necessary to 
send troops from India to Southern Persia. 

‘The recommendation made by His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire a month 
ago was that the mounted escorts at Ispalian, Bushire, Kerman, and Bunder Abbas 
should each he increased by 100-men; the escort at Shiraz by 200; that a vice-consulate 
should bo established at Bam with an escort of 200; and that these escorts should be 
employed to protect British caravans, 

‘hese recomm wwe been supported Ly His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 
and the Gover fudia, who were consulted on the subject, have proposed a 
scheme which involves tho employment of two native regiments and their distribution 
at tho places mentioned above, ‘They pointed out that the cost of mule transport and 
of providing barrack accommodation would be very considerable, and they asked that 
tworthirds of the expenditure might be borne by the Imperial Government, 

Tt has been decided to dispatch one native cavalry regiment at once to Persia, to 
Yo stationed mainly at Shiraz with, possibly, a detaebment a Ispahan. 

Tam directed by Secretary Sir B, Grey to take the earliest opportunity of bringing 
this matter to the notieo of the Lord joners of tho Treasury. Further 
information will bo supplied in due course with regard to the actual number of troops 
and their destinations, but in the meantime it is important to consider what proportion 
of tho cost should fall upon the Dnperial Government and from what vote such 
‘expenditure should be defr 

Sir B, Groy sees no sulliciont reason why His Majesty's Government should under- 
take to pay mote than one-ilf of the outlay involved, buteven that share would amount 
toa much larger sum than could be made available from the diplomatic and consular 
vote, and it appe that the dispatch of troops fo tection of British 
dubjects in Southern Pera, owing to the gener! state of rity now existing, 
cannot be regarded in the same light as the maintenance of small escorts at the 
principal diplomatic and consular posts in that count 








































































Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(41027) No. 90. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign O give (Received October 18) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
ty October 17, 1911. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that during the past few months repeated 

s have been received through the medium of the Imperial Commissioner, 

Sadigl-es-Sultanch, to the effect that the Persian Government desires the prompt 
removal of the company’s Iauel aud barges on the Upper Karun River, and as these 
fare still necessary to the company's transport operations, I have protested strongly, 
‘and Mr. Brown, the company’s agent in Tehran, has been in communication with His 
Britannic Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran on the subject. 

Last month {was advised by our agents at Mobammerah that the launch in 
{question would have to be shortly replaced: by a new one, a8 she was practically worn 
ut owing (0 the extremely heavy nature of the work ‘she had ‘performed and to 
damage reevived on the way out from this country. Apprehending that the instalment 
of a new launch in replacement of the present one may further complicate and reopen 
a question which, in the opinion of Mr. Brown writing on the Gth ultimo, would 
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probably be allowed to drop, I wrote to him on the 22nd ultimo asking him to obtain 
His Britannic Majesty's Minister's views on the subject. 
Thave now received his cabled reply as follows — 


“Referring to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, British Minister, Tehran, apprehending 
great difficulties, suggested sounding treasurer-gencral. Latter informs me he has 
deen requested hy Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Tehran, to go thoroughly into 
qiegtling concerning Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) anil deal with ik 
Treasurer-general informs me he will go through everything with me and settle all 
points definitely, and nothing will be allowed to stand in way to delay Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company (Limited) giving Persian Government royalties, He is strongly. of 
opiuion there will not be objections new stoam-launch, but will give definite decision 
within a week.” 














Tt is essentially nocossary that the company should be in @ position to carry their 
‘own material on the Upper Karun, instead of being dependent upon the vagaries of 
launches belonging to the Muin and others, who have at times as much (or more) 
general cargo as they can carry, and I trust that the final decision of the treasurer 
‘general will be a favourable one. 





Thave, &. 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director, 








(41019) No. 91. 


Sir 





. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Reecived October 18) 
(No. 500) y y—( 18) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Teliran, October 18, 1011. 
ESCORT? reinforcements, 
oference to my telegram No, 489 of the 13th October, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs has addrossod a further appeal tomo begging mo to 
prevail upon His Majesty's Government not to increase the guard of the Shiraz 

His Excellency’s letter declares that such a step could in no case be 
and that a pretext for it cannot be found in the stato of affairs in Shiraz, 
1 Hives and property are inno danger 
Minister of Fo 
























ign Affairs enumerates tho measures taken by Persian 
be sent to Shiraz, Some of the 

i officers will, on their arrival in December, bo 

ly for service in that province, 

‘Tho communication ends us follows:— 





“Tt is absolutely necessary for the pacification of the south that Ala-wd-Dowleh 
should proceed to Shiraz, and an insurmountable obstacle will bo plicod in the way of 
his doparturo by the measure proposed by His Majesty's Government,” 








_ Your telegram No. 307 of Lith October leads mo to assuine that it has beon 
decided to dispatch as many as 400 British troops, and that, consequently, tho 
impression I had reesived from your telegram No. 209 of Sth ‘Getabor (please 
seo my telegram No. 490 of Lith October) that the condition of the. roads. was 
to be left out of consideration was incorrect, * and that the troops aro intended as 
part of onr scheme for tho roads. In. these circumstances I yenturo to submit. that it 
might be politic to inform Persian Government of the possibility of British caravans 
being escorted by the reinforced escorts, and further, that these reinforcements will 
be withdrawn as soon as effective results have been obtained from measures taken by 
Persian Government to restore security on the roads, and to maintain order in Shirts ? 
Tf 1 am not authorised to make a communication cn these lines it will be 
somewbat difficult to answer Persian Government's appeals, for if Alaed-Dowloh takes 


up the appointment, situation in Shiraa, which is alreaily better, will probably iiaprove 
still more, 




































phase to make ay meaning chal, Ay He telogran wae 
een understood. —G,, E Aa eens 
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(41059) No. 92. 








. Barclay to Sir Eiieard Grey.—(Received October 18.) 









oe 
lezraphic.) P. 
SHAH, 

Tam informed by Persian Government that they suspect Mohammad Ali Mirza 
to be at present staying in governor's house at Ashkabad and to be planning a descent 
upon Meshed. 

My Russian colleague scoffs at. the idea of His Majesty being at former place. 
From the last information that he had received it would appear that Mohammad Ali 
Miraa saa proceeding’ to Bujnurd from the Astrabad district, possibly en route for 

feshod. 


Tehran, October 18, 1911. 

















(41068) No, 93. 
Sin G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived October 18.) 


phic) P. Tehran, October 18, 1911. 
EX-SHAH, 


Th continuation of my telegram No, 501 of to-day's date. 


Major Sykes telegraphs that the Governor of Bujnurd expects Mobammad Ali 
Mirza shortly to arrive at that town. 



















(41070) No. 4, 








(No, 603.) 
(elexraphi 
SITU, 






N at SI 







Mr, Acting Co 


bh \dication at present of Kash, 
of tho tribe is already being clai 










z Tkhaniship 
1 by Soulet-esSultanch, the brother of 
Soulot-ed-Dowleh, and it bly. ata oF ten to the chief 
nuullahs in Shiraz to tho effect that he is impelled by the rum ing him from 
tho town to, st Gisorders in the south, A telegram has also ben 
roeeived. froin uitanch stating tliat he will departure until a 

hime on th Principal Arab chiefs quitted Shiraz 














































(40786) No. 95. 


Foreign Office to India Ogi 
ig? él 














Sin, Foreign Office, October 18, 1911. 
TAM ditooted by Secrotary Sir E, it to you herowith, to be laid 
bofore the Secretary of State for Indi elegram from Sir G, Barclay 
respecting the arrangements for the dispateh and jon of the regiment of 
cavalry. about ti from Bombay to Bushi . Barclay's assumption 
rrspecting tho I distribution of the troops is evidently based upon Sir E. Grey's 
telegram to him, No, 209, of Sth October, of which I also transmit herewith a copy 
for convenience of reference. Tam to add that Sir E, Grey would propose to inform 
i » subject to the concurrence of the Marquess of Crewe, that his 
ect, but that the question of distributing the force is Left. to his 
digeretion to decide i consultation with the local British consul 2 

































+ Not printed. 














[40925] No, 94°. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
ie; me ) Pp. Foreign Office, October 18, 1911. 
‘elegraphic.) _P. ‘oreign Office, October 18, 
“"KCHING Miaister for Foreign Affairs should be informed of substance of Tehran 








telegram No. 498 of yesterday. You should also suggest that, in viow of importance 
attached by Great Britain and Russia to Nasr-ul-fulkes romaiting an Regent? tho two 
Ministers should receive instructions to urge His Highness not to resign. We would 
propose that latitude should be allowed to Sir G. Barclay and M, Poklowski, aa thoy. 
may decide, regarding whether, or not, to carry out the above instructions. 

























89 
(41118) No. 96. 
India Ofice to Foreign Orffice.—{Received October 19.) 


Sir, India Office, October 18, 1911. 
TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 12th instant, and, in reply, to say that he will arrange for the loan 
of the services of Mr. G. E. New, of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, to the 
Persian Government for a period of three years. 
Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE. 





[41101] No. 97.- 
& Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reccived October 19.) 
0. Bi 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 19, 1911. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Major Stokes has been granted leave by the 
Government of India while his application to resign is under consideration, 

Stokes is awaiting a reply to his application, and, should his resignation be 
refused, an answer to his demand as to the reasons for such a refusal before deciding 
upon further action, which may conceivably be defiant. In the meanwhile I havo 
privately urged him to quit Tehran and spend his leave in England. 

At present he is staying with the Treasurer-General, and is doubtless assisting 
him in gendarmerie organisation. Tt is consequently possible that representations may 
be made to you by Russian Government with a view to his recall to India, 


[41205] No. 98. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reveived October 19.) 





(No, 506.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 19, 1911. 
INCREASR in consular escort 
Please see my telegram of to-day's date to Sir colson, 
Avan audience which Chad this afternoon with the Regent, His Highness begged 
me to advise His Majesty's Government not to increase the consular escort at Bushi re 5 
he said that that port was easily accessible to our ships should any merge? arise, 
As regards Shiraz, he asked that our reinforcements might be limited to somo 50 men; 
200 or 300 were, he observed, not enough for an army of occupation, and too many for 
an esc 
in my opinion, more than ever desirable that, provided His Majesty's 
Government adhere to their intention to dispatch the troops, we should gmake the 
announcement that it is our intention to utilise them corts to our commercial 
son the roads, ‘There has never been any necessity of increasi ig the Bushire 
consular escorts, except as part of our road sclicime, while as regards Shiraz, 
in that town has changed since I was obliged to telegraph to urge His 
Majesty's Government to accelerate the dispatch of that part of the troops which was 
needed for our road scheme, 





[41202] No. 99. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived Octobor 19.) 
(No, 251,) 
(Belegraphic,) R, St. Petersburgh, October 19, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No. 625 of 18th October: Regent. 


Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs is sending instructions to Russian Minister in 
sense suguested. 




















Mr: O'Reirno to Sir Edward Grey—(Recciced October 19.) 


St, Petersburgh, October 19, 1911, 

sation on the subject of Persia was made to me this 

cellency said that a most, pessimist 

i, and that he feared that it would be impossible for 
eases of extreme rigour” 


A VERY serious « 
afternoon by M. Nératof, 

















t, of the northern provine 
the increase of disorder in the district of Ardebil, acc 
the prospect of the confusi 








on Russian convoys, n in Persian affairs in general 
i attempts to control the administration in a 

ja. It was evident that with 

ie, and he referred to the 
from the Medjliss full powers with regard to 





interests of Russia, 











tion of Shuster to obtai 
tion of loans and. 








overmment with regard to occupation 
In the event of North Persia being occupied 


1 the further co-operation of Rus 


wero already known to his 
by Russia, the task of dof 
in Persian affairs would 











would he taken hy Tis M 
of the Russian Government, rendered oo 
M. Nératof that up to the present the action of the Russian Government 
very scheme put forward for introducing into Po 
and asked him what they now wished to be dot 
yeni that in the frst place Shuster should be made to understand 
proceed in co-operation with the two Powors and. take th 
aod, however, that such an attitude was hardly compa 
he. reforms. contemplated 
ed ont gradually and in 
ly, in general, it must be 














acter of w aman like Shu 








understood that 








intorests must bo consulted, 








that although Russia is: very ne 
ots satisfuetion in the matter of Shuster's activity. 











SiG, Bavetay to Ste Baicard Grey.—(CReceteed Ostober 20.) 





Telwan, October 20, 1911. 













of tho 18th October, 
westorday, seemed 10 1 








w of the situation, 








ail to continue in offi 
His Highness took exception to the 
himself with the extreme Ni 


Shuster” hail identified 
jonalists, stating that it was the treasin 
wwelf who had directly brought about the crisis in the Cabinet. 

ial lottwr from Shuster in whieh. 











nportant Russian claim without reference vo 
Minister for Foreign Affairs hiad resigued, but had withdrawu his resig 
w that it had produced a serious crisis. 
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(41324) No, 102, 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bihoard Grey —(Reecived October 20.) 
(No. 509.) 
(Telegraphic) P. ‘Pelran, October 20, 1911, 


ESCORT reinforcements, 

Please refer to my telegram to Sir A. Nicolson and to my telegram No. 606 of 
19th October. i ; 

T received late Jast night a very confidential suggestion from treasurer-general, 
which he believed might ayoid the necessity for strengthening the consular escorts at 
Bushire, Shiraz, and Ispaban. 

Following is a summary of Shuster's proposal -— 

Major Stokes's resignation might be accepted, and he might be forthwith sent, 
having signed his contract in its original form, to accompany Aln-ed-Dowleh to, his 
post, supported by one or more Swedish officers and an adequate forco with Maxims, 
‘At Shiraz Stokes should organise and direct an efficient gendarmerie with a view to 
restoring and maintaining order on the road. ‘Treasurer-general went on to say that 
he would do his best to arrange this, and that he would not allow Stokes to’ leave 
Shiraz, s0 long as he, Shuster, judged his gervices to be necossary there, T understand 
that treasurer-general is confident of being able to induce Persian Government. to 
agree to this scheme, but that he has not yet broached the matter to them, and without 
‘our encouragement will not do 80. 


Proposals seems at first sight to be worthy of consideration, but I defer commonts 


pending receipt of your reply to my telegrams under reference, upon which ‘any 
observations T could offer must in a certain degree depend. 
















(41934) No. 103, 
(Received October 20.) 

Tehvan, October 20, 1911, 
fajor Sykes telographs that Mohammad Ali Mirza thas apparently botaken 


himself to Tashkend in Transcaspia, 
Russian colleague has no confirmation of this rumour, 








(41317) No. 104. 
|-—(Reevived October 20,) 


St. Petersburgh, October 20, 1911, 
My telegram No, 252 of the 19th October. 

In our conyerstion yesterday M. Nératof expressed the opinion that in the event 
of th extreme party ging, he upper band ReiN create teaitag ieneee bec 
Government the h which we could deal. From this remark it is clear that the 
ape of Russian intervention would be greatly increased by the resignation of the 
Regent. 

Another remark of M. Nératof's was to the effect that, in the present “uncertain 
situation,” Russia could not favour the scheme for appointing Swedish officers to 
reorganise the Persian army, In reply to my complaint that every scheme of reform 
put forward in Persia had been met by Russian opposition, M. Nératof said that he 
egretied the obstructive role which Russia liad’ been obliged to ploy, but, that 
circumstances were alone to blame for hor attitude. 





















(41459) No, 105, 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Reecived October 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presenta his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 


[uses] Ml 
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hho Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 19th October, 
1911, relative to tho inereaso of consular guards in Persia and the affairs of Kerman. 


India O fice, October 20, 1911. 





Enclosure in No. 105. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Orerce. 


October 19, 1911. 





ersian Gulf, talographs to following effect :— 
“Qonsul at Kerman telegraphs as follows :-— 


“Je will, I hope, be decided to send to Kerman at least one squadron. Tt is from 
Fae that principal robbors omg 7}, and hore willbe an incraso of disorder here i 
order is restored on the Bushire-Shiraz-Ispahan road. Merchants pointed this out last 
year at, the time the British note was presented, and f promised that I would represent, 
and did represent, the matter to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, If interests of 
morchanta in Kerman, where our trade needs fostering, aro again to be ignored it will, 
T submit, be very hard,’ " 








(41344) No, 106, 
Tnidia Ofico to Roveign Office —(Received October 21.) 


Sir, India Office, October 20, 1911. 
TAM diroctod by tho Socrotary of State for Tndia to acknowledge the receipt of 
your lottor of tho 18th instant regarding the destination of the Indian cavalry regiment 
now unilor onder for Persia, 
Jn roply, Tam to sy that, provided that tho 
sfiod that tho dispateh of the regiment i 
8 poi 
thrown, some ¢ 

















x 
argues we is content that it 
diseretion of Sir G, Ba in consultation with the local con 
ribute it-as may be necessary for that purpose. His Excellency 
given clearly to understand that the protection of the roads is not i 
it should be borne in mind that tho smaller the detachments, and the greater the 
dlistancos to bo traversed, the greater will bo the risk of those complications doprecated 
Tottor of tho 16th instant. 





authorities, to 
Il doubtless be 
question; and 

















{41513} No. 107. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received October 21.) 
(No. 612) 
(elographic.) R. Tehran, October 21, 1911, 
MY telegram No, 510. 
Our agent at Astrabad reports that ex-Shah is in neighbourhood of Gumush ‘Tepe. 





(41522) No, 108. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Octobe 





(No. 613.) : 
(Welegeaphic.) _P, ‘Tehran, October 22, 1911. 
RUSSO-PERSIAN relations 
Pleaso rofer to St. Petorsburgh telegrams Nos. 252 and 253, dated 19th and 
20th October respectively. 


Tom not aware that the situation in the north af Persia has become sensibly 





















‘s 





43 





same that the pessimistic telegram from ML Poklewski, to which Russian 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs refers, is the one in which ho informed them of 
Nasr-ul-Mulk’s message to me, and which I reported in my telegram No, 498 of 
7th October. Tn commenting on this message my Russian colleague stated that it 
was evident that intrigues were starting once again, and that complications were to be 
expected. = cy 

‘Tho principal feature of the situation in Tehran is the manner in which tho 
extremists and the treasurer-general are co-operating. ‘There is very great tension 
etween Shuster and the Cabinet. The threatened ministerial orisis was, avoided 
by @ proposal to induce the Medjliss to curtail treasurer-general’s powers, but. this 
idea appears for the time being to have been tacitly abandoned, in consequence of 
the opposition of tho Medjliss, who feared it. would cause Shuster to resign office, 

Samnsam-es-Sultaneh, whom I. saw yesterday, expressed himself very bitterly in 
regard to treasurer-general. His Excellency gave me to understand that the Cabinet 
greatly resent the firm control Shuster is exercising over Government funds, and that 
they are alive to the danger which his deffant attitude towards the two Powors 
involves. 

T see no reason to suppose that Persian Government are responsible for treasurer 
‘general's recent utterances in the British pross, which Thear will be followed by a 
more detailed indictment of the policy of Great Britain and Russia in Persia. 

Apart, however, from these. publications, Shuster has taken no spec step, such 
as could justify action on tho lines indicated in St, Petersburgh telogram No, 352 of 
19th October.” Russian Government must however Gnd tho general tend of his polisy 
‘obnoxious. 


























[41523] No. 109. 


(ie sia 5° Bere tir lr Gry — (Resid Ole 22) 
No. 514) 
(elegraphic.) _P. Tehran, Octobor 22, 1911, 

A PROPOSAL has been made by the Primo. Minister to the Regent to arrest and 
expel some of the prominent extremisis, ‘The Prime Minister when telling mo of this 
yesterday stated that the Regent had dissuaded him from taking such a measure, 
Saying, that he would prefer to tonder his resignation hofore the Government took such 
step. 











(41524) No. 110. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eaward Grey.—(Recoived October 22.) 
(No, 515) 
(olegraphic.) Decode, Tetran, October 22, 1011, 

eet T aaa A on southern roads, 

three hundred soldiers Hamadan Regiment accompanying post encountored 200 
Kubgeluis near Yezdikhast on Shiraz-Ispahan road, and wero routed by them after 
soveroconflict. Four bales piece-goods, property of Mesars, Ziegler, robbed on Shiraz 
Boshire road 18 Oster Mess, Dizon notify ass of goo value 14001 on the 
‘samo oceasion as attack on Miss Ross. 4001, worth of property of Messrs, Weir robhy 
Srd Ootaber near Kotseri/on ShirarsDuahivesale Ps ee othe 














(41595) No. 111, 


3 Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 23,) . 
(No. 177.) 
Sir, Gulahel, September 23, 1911. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 303 of the 11th September, I have the honour 
to transinit herein extract of a letter from the British viewconsul at Sultanubad 
respecting the situation in that district after the defeat of Amir Mufakham, 
Thave, &, 

G, BARCLAY, 
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Enclosure in No. 111. 









Viee-Consul Strauss to Sir G. Barclay. 


Six, Sultanabad, September 16, 1911. 
T HAVE the honour to confirm my yesterday's wire running thus :— 


“Royalists took Sultanabad on the 14th September.” 


On the 10th September Amir Mufakham departed with his people, marching vié 
Gulpeighin and Khonsar to the Bakhtiari country, and the same day Sardar Zaffar 
Bakhtiari left towards Kum. Both together liad about 1,500 wellarmed amen, 
and it mado an unfavourable impression in. the town that they gave up their position 
hore without firing a shot. in defence of it. ‘The Sultanabad people then wrote to 
Salar-ed-Dovleh for protection, They got tho reply that, if thoirlettor would not have 
reached him the very same day, he would have started for Sultanabad with 30,000 men 
and 22 guns to destroy the place entirely. ‘Two days Inter he sent about 400 men. to 
take possession of the town. Most of them were people of the well-known robber 
Abbas Khan Chenaric® 

During his short stay iu Sultanabad Sardar Zaffar collected about 50,000 tomans 
of taxes(“malint"), ‘The poor peasants of our province had to suffer great losses ; they 
swore robbed by Salar-l-Dowleh’s men as well as by the Bakhti 

{Pho news is aren thas Salar-ed-Dowleh ag appointed Haji 
















































cif-ed-Dowleh, the 
People say he will be here in 
ooted and destroyed by Amir Mufakbam, 
Thave, &e, 
. 1. STRAUSS, 


brother of Ain-ed-Dowleh, Governor of Sultanabai 
about two days, His park and castle wo 









(41596) N 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 23.) 


112, 








No. 178.) 
Sir, 


. Gulahek, September 25, 1911, 
WITH reftrence to my despateh No. 187 of the Sth August, Thave the houour to 
ismit herein copy of the fourth diary of the British and Russian delegates on tour 

on the ureo-Persian frontier, 








Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 





Enolosure in No, 112, 


Dicwy of Mi 





vary of the British aud Russian Delegates: from Soujboulak to Bane, 


uly 27 to August 2, 1911. 


AS stated in the diary of our Itinerary No, 9, we arrived at Soujloulak on the 
10th July. ‘The delay. (se s) at this Intter place was unavoidable, partly 
owing to the diflioulty of communication with ‘Tehran, for, although a telegraph-oflice 
oxiats at Sonjboulak, tere is no wire, the nearest station from which teluxramns ean be 
sont being Miandoab, some seven hours distant, and partly owing to the fict that we 
3 legation 1¢ question of our own 
jpanying us through the district. situate ‘The time, 
t wasted, for, availing ourselves of the exceptional position of Soujboulak, 
wecntre, both political and commercial, for the whole of Northern Persian 
stan, wwe gained much valuable info i could not have been obtained 
le travelling uncle 
Partioular mention should be made of the most willing assistance wl 
met, with on the p i 
to 
wwe wen 
hind been received 
svhere necessary by the 
the districts not incontestably Turkish, On our part we informed Rifaat Bey that we 
proposid to make 0 of 





































ich we 
ideavoured. 
















‘Ty responsible for nearly all Messrs. Isates’ robberies. 
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‘eecupation in that district, and begged him to instruct the Turkish escort tobe road 
to mest ua between the lastmertionod place and Bauch. We scoonlingly left 
Soujboulak the following day, the 27th July, at 825 a.x., and, after.a march of some 
four hours along the fringe of the territory in Turkish occupation, arrived at Beiram, 
This village, belonging formers tothe heir of Malik-ut-Tutne of Soujboulak, bad, we 
found, been'seized only afew months before our atsival by Pasha Khan, w Begeade 
Kurd (gtandoon of the former Persian Governor of Soujloulily Muzalfer-ed-Dowleh), 
aul a near tative of the Sardar Muli, ho, Pashs Khan, having previously given 
‘dakhalet.” ‘The latter, ju conversation with us, even ventured to say that Mukel always 
Delouged to the Turks, but in a tone which implied that he did not expect tobe token 
seriously. He further informed us that he had just retumed from Berdesht, where 
some sixty Kuntish ayhas had also gone to pay their respects to the now kazi of that 
Jace, who was at the same time acting as kalmakam, ‘ " 

We then proceeded to Golja ‘Tepe, passing on the way the village of Beradjo, 
whieh, being in the possession of Pash Khan, is considered to be under ‘Turkish juris: 
diction, while the village of Tokhta (situated on the other side of the river within the 
zone of Turkish oocupation, and belonging to Kazi Fettah of Soujbouluk) till retains 
its Persian allegiance, according to the statement made to us by Kazi Fettah’s agent, 
who came specially to meet-us on the road, and who was loud in his complaints against 
the Turks, "Tho iatory-of Golja Tope, wlioro wo arrived’ ab 6°20 1G, i) as follows: 
Together with tho villages of Achidere, Oghan, Koital, Glonan, und one-third of 
Zarade, it belonged to a certain Iskender Khan Koroyants now living in ‘Tehran, and 
supposed to bo a Turkish subject. All these villages wore seized by the Ashiret Kurds, 
but Golja Tepe, Achidere and Oghan, held by Golabi Agha, cousin of Bai Pasha of the 
Mangurs, have since been restorvd to the former proprietor by Ahmet Refik Boy, the 
frontier commissioner who, in tho spring of this year, sent a certain Edhem Effendi with 
instructions to expel Golabi Agha and the other Mangurs, Since then the four vill 
in question have been administrated by Koroyanta'a agents, but still remain politically 
tindor Turkish rule ‘These. agent, wlicn nocossary, apply: (Or dlevetions to" tho. gor 

of the detachment stationed at Eski-Bagdad, Leaving Golja ‘fepo at 7°28 va. 
wr halfan-hour's ride, the summit of the pass of tho Zaz Mustapha, the 
‘nm the frontier between Persia and ‘Turkey, "We 

lage of Sordarabac 














































ves Sultan (wn of All Agha, on of Kadir Agha), who informed us thatthe 

Turks occasional fered in the affairs of his villages, 

Thimself had “dakhalet” shortly before our ¥ 
Villages belonging to Samsiun-eo-Sultan -— 






SYengidje 1 

time 
uly 28, 
along rid 











—Loft Serdarabad at 9 Aas. for Bokan, where we arrived at 220 raat, after 
luring which wo suffered severely from the extreme heat, passing on the 
way tht villages of Adji Kent, Taza Kala, and Sheikbler, At Bokan we met with the 
most kind and hearty reception at the hands of the Sunlar Mukti, the greater part of 
the population of the place which contains over 1,000 houses turning out to weleome 
us, ‘The Sardar Mukni, a8 far as wo were able to judge, has from the first beon a 
consistent opponent of the extension of the Turkish powerin these districts, Hy appears 
in fact, to be the only man capable of preserving some remnant of Persian influence 
Kurdistan, providing be receives from his Goverument the support to which he is 
entitled, and of the lack of which he bitterly complained to ts. 

Wo learnt during our stay that on the eve of out arival some 80 Turkish envalty 
(86th Regiment) under Lieutenant Djemal Effendi, destined for the guard of tho 
consulate at Soujboulak, hnd passed through, fact which appeared to be the cause of 
some preocenpation to our host, the Sardar Mukri, We also met at Bokan several 
Kurdish representatives who, being materially interested iu the frontier question, came 
to consult us on their affairs. 

July 29.—We left Bokan at 6 vat, reaching Kahrubad at 7°50 vas, where we 


[ses] N 
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Tn the evening we had a visit from the kaimakam, Saleiman Bey, who developed 
to us at some length his plans for the education of the Kurds in constitutional 
Prineiplon, THe further insisted on the necosalty of foreign occupation of various parts 
of Persia in order to save the population from the horrors of the land-owners’ tyranny. 
He abso alleged the necessity of the Turkish advance in Persia owing to the fear of 
Russian progress from the north. 

H. 8. SHIPLEY. 


Y. MINORSKY. 











Urmia, September 4, 1911. 


Appendix 1, 
Diary of Itinerary No. 4, 


Risumeé of the Frontier Line in Mukri, 





‘As far as ve could ascertain on the spot the following line might be taken as 
representing the limit of the zone of Turkish occupation in the Mukei distriet, going 
from north tos 








1, The lower course of the Gadyr Chai (past the bridge of Mammiend), 

AMT era go ots he ila viling Sulit from Maballt Ghabtverha: 

8, The line in the gorge of Mammad Shah (uniting Sulduz with Soujboulak) passing 
between the villages of Gol (Turkish) and Kahrize (Persian), 

4, ‘The Initer line then crosses the Mountain of Nureddin (left bank of the 
Soujbouluk River), and gous to the south between the following villages -— 











Turkish, Persian. 
*Delibokr, *Beiramshab, 
Deshtemoor, 


*Thunzava, 





pian, 
Kymuldjo. 
Tesakend, 





*Kani resh (the frontier is 

ee to be the range of Mir 
tz). 

Noubehar (half of which is under 





‘argh Turkish protection). 
Chardivar, * r 
Bushbulagh, *Akhtabar, 

*Kara *Sheikler. 








Agh-Watman, 

Myatoo. s 

*Kyshlakh No. 2, *Zagluv 

‘imootal *Toordjan (a quarter of which is 
*Miredeh, in Turkish hands). 


Kalaghloodja. 


(Here the mountain of Wests 

Mustapha is evidently considered by 

the Turks to be the frontier:) 
Kyshlakh No. 1, 

“Aichi, 








Note,—The vil 


naw on the road, 


gos marked with an aster 





ik are those through which we passed or 





5. Bastwards from 


shlakh No, 2 and Kabaghloo lies the Sakkiz distriet, which is 
still in Persian hands, 


to the west of those two villages the district of Miredeh, 



































































































which had formerly been under Sakkiz, but has been since annexed by the Turks and 
placed under the jurisdiction of Bane, 
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HL S. SHIPLEY. 
V. MINORSKY, 


Appendix 2, 
Diary of Itinorary No. 4. 
Lusr of the Villages of the District of Miredeh formerly belonging to Sakkiz, 





‘Nanies of Villages. ‘Names of the Proprietors, 
1 Hidjanan s+ ssa] Onossisth Gowrik Kurds, fvessixths Sakkiz 
Teas, : 
Kalaghloo ‘Sakktz Begzados, 
Kysblakh I Eee 
ot Gowrik Kurds, 
Tags » on 
ve ‘Sakis Rageades, 
People fom Sane, 
Gowrik =" 


Toc Agha (Seid Pad), 






Khapoorede! 
20, Korner overik 
Mohannined Khan, of Gowrik, 


Gowrik. 


i Bog Muli, of ‘Toorjan, 





Baboktan 
Kanitan 
Gyuveen 
Shit Chong 
Merge Nal oh 
ks 














Hi, 8. SHIPLEY. 
V. MINORSKY, 





(41597) No. 113, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received October 23.) 


(No. 179) 
Sir, Gidalek, September 29, 1911, 
WITT reference to my despatch No. 39 of the 18th March, 1910, I have the 
honbur to report that I have acquiesced in the release of Hajji Mohammed Bag who 
‘was imprisoned in February 1910;n connection with tho murder of certaia Ismadis iu the 
district of Nishapur. In iny decision not to insist on the man’s further imprisonment 
T was actuated hy the desire not to add to the many embarrassments of the Persian 
Government. Early this year the Persian Government begged me to permit the man's 
release, as the clergy were agitating strongly on his behalf, and in reply to the 
repeated instances of Mohtashem-es-Sultanch in the early spring I told his Excellency 
that I would consi the matter in the autumn. I was reminded of this promise a 


[1524] O) 
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day or two ago, and I said that I would raise no further objection to Haj 
Baquir's release if the man was not allowed to return to the Nishapur district. 

‘Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs promised that he should be exiled for a time, 
and that on his return to Porsia he would not he allowed to return to the neighbourhood 
of Nishapur, 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY 





(41598) No. 114, 


Sir @. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Roceived October 23.) 
(No. 180.) 
Sir, Gutahek, October 1, 1911. 

IN ‘iy despatch No. 162 of the th ultimo respecting the proposed appointment 
of Major Stokes to organise a Treasury gendarmerie, T reported that the Russian 

ister had enquired of Mr, Shuster ih pursuance of instructions from the Russian 
Government as to the strength and the seope af the proposed force. 

Ti his letter to Mx. Shuster, M, Poklewski has also asked, for his own information, 
whether it would be possible to give a written undertaking confirining the promise 
given by Mr, Shuster on the 20th August, that, after six months’ se 
Major Stokes would be sent to. the. soutl 


erbal promise of the 20th August. 
Mr, Shuistor's Iettor wns, moreoy vhat arrogant torms, and seemed 
to closo the door to further neyot wever, to whom I had pointed 
alculated to advance matters, lost no 
ig to M. Poklowski a more conciliatory communication, asking for a 
. Poklowaki acceded to this request, and even withheld a telogram 
iw Hadalready dvafted to his Governinent, which would have effectually prevented 
ick negotiations. 1 was present at, the interview, which, took place on the 
W, when Mr. Shuster explained elearly that it was impossible in view of the 
‘attitude of the Med any undertaking: in writing such as was desired, and 
suid that he much rey hat hie should in his former conversation have misled 
M, Poklowski and mado him think that such an undertaking was possible, All he 
could) do. was. to. assure M. Poklewski verbally. that it was, his intention to send 
Major Stokes to the south after the six months in Tehran Tt was then suggested 
that Major Stokes’s contract should cover only a period of from six to nine months, 
uving Which stould assist Mr, Shuster in Tebran in the o 
1 ya », the question of his fu mploym 
considlertion M. Poklewski appeared to have some hope that his Go 
ent, and he telegraphed to St. Petersburgh in a fiyourable 
Mr, Shuster withdrew his letter of the 4th ultimo, and 
substituted tor it w shorter one, merely giving the data as’ to the strength and ‘scope 
of the in. Tt a copy of this amonded letter 
‘The reply of tho Russian Government to M. Pokle telegram showed that 
they saw no objection to the proposed appointment for even so short « period as six 
months Te spoke of Ms, Shuster as! having “already: monopolisel the finance 
administration of Perc aud as now apparcnily sucking to. ebtain control of the 
gendarmerie, ‘To this I understand that M. Poklewski roplied that even if Major Stokes 
Wore uot winploye, Mr. Shuster would stil, proceed with the organisation of his 
gendarmerie, and the refusal to consent to Major Stokes’s employment in Tehran would 
Inondy deliy: the orgatisation of a fone which was nooded for the restoration of elem 
‘The Russian Government have not yet answered this telegram, but T notice from 
‘Mr. O'Beirne's telegram No, 228 that there is uo hope of a favourable decision, 
Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure in No, 114, 


Mr. Shuster to M. Poklewski, 

‘My dear Minister, i September 4, 191. 

IN reply. to your letter, T take pleasure in laying befor you all the data which 
Homers a to tes eter aul oon ea of Wie Menu -gaeane ta Gee 
functions As the name implies the main purpose of the prmyosad orgarinton i 
to collect the taxes by direct intervention under the orders of the different repre- 
sentatives of the treasurergeneral by producing the feeling of public security 
and order, without which in this country at, least the collection of the internal 
taxes becomes impossible ; the composition will be Persian, with the exeeption of a few 
European or American supervising officers; as to the number, T estimate that. from 
12,000 to 15,000 will eventually be necessary to perform the work properly throughout 
the Empire, though we will probably be whable to reach that. strength’ for eighteen 
months or more ; us to whether there will be another gendarmerie, my own viow 18 Vi 
positively that two gendarmerie forces would be both unnecessary and uneconom 
view of the existence of a regular army. This, however, is only my personal opinion, 
The mere presence, in most instances, of a well-organised and disciplined foree would bo 
sufficient to maintain public order; such attempts at local disturbance as might 
arise from time to time could well be repressed by a force having general, police 
powers, unless the disorders became serious enough to demand the attention of a 
regular army. 

BT have sought, thy deae Miniotr, to give you with ontirefnlkneds my vioxfaon tis 
matter, and T trust that your Government will seo by this statement. that whnt is 
contemplated is but a necessary and propor organisation for the ncoomplishient of the 
difficult task which I have undertaken, 

Thave, &c, 


W. MORGAN SHUSTER, 





(40638) No. 115, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeotved October 16.) 
(No. 181.) 


Sir, Gulalicl, October 2, 1911, 
WITH reference to Sir G. Buchanan's telegram No, 225 of the 22nd ‘ultimo, T 
have the honour to report. that I received a visit from Muin-el-Vevireh, “chef de 
cabinet " at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who came to deliver a mestago to mo 
from the Minister for Foreign Affairs regarding the attitude of dhe Russian Goverment. 
in regard to the treatment to bo accorded to the ox-Shah should ho seek refuge in 
Tussia. 
|-Vezireh said that the Porsian Government were disappointed by the 
n by the Russian Government to the Persian chargé d'affaires in St, Peters 
burgh to their representations on this matter, and still moro so. by the view of the 
Russian Government as stated hy you to the Persian Minister in London, hese 
rere vague, and did not afford sufficient assurances that the ex-Shah would 
Taising further rebellions. ‘ 
+h exprossed on behalf of the Minister for Foreign Affairs the hopo 
that His Majesty's Government would endeavour to induce the Russian Government 
to give more satisfactory assurances, 





[41599) No. 116, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Kiwaril Grey—(leccived October 23,) 
No. 182. 
se Gilahel, October 2, 1911, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 440 of the 27th ultimo, reporting that 
Lieutenant Wilson had been robbed and roughly handled by Kashgais, T have the 
Honour to report that Lieutenant Wilson thinks that there is no need to ask for 
compensation, as the value of the articles which he bas lost is negligible, 





cy 


‘As Yoported in my telegram above mentioned, Soulet-ed-Dowleh ordered 
restitution of tho stolen property, and the greater part of it was restored, Lieutenant 
Wilson being escorted from the scene of the outrage to the consulate. 

Tam inclined, in the circumstances, to agree with Lieutenant Wilson that no 
compensition need be asked for, and for the present I have confined myself to a 
formal protest, merely resorving the right to claim compensation in ease you should not 
‘concur in Lieutenant Wilson's view. 

Thave, &e. 





[42533] Bane 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdtcard Grey.—(Recoived October 28.) 
(Wo. 183) 
jir, Gulahek:, October 2, 1911. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the note which I have 
addressed to tho Persian Government, in accordance with the instructions contained im 
Four tologeans No. 162 of the 22nd May and No. 237 of the 16th August, presenting 
iho claim on hobulf of Messrs, 4, Co. and Messrs. Ellinger arising from the 
Aispossossion of Muinsut-Tujjar from the Hormuz oxide mines and the consequent 
reach of contract, 
Thave, &, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 117. 


Sin G, Barelay to Vosuk-el-Dowlel. 
stro, September 9, 1911. 

tthe honour to draw the attention of your Excellency to various notes 

Aust 1909 have been addressed hy: this logation to the Persian 
Government ‘ore particularly: to my note of the 1th April, 1910, to the effect, 
that Ilis Majesty's Government would holt the Persian Goverament liable in damages 
for any losses caused (0 British subjects throngh the violation of Muin-ut-Pujjar’s 
contrict with Messes: Andrew Weir and Co, and Messrs. Elinger and Co. for the 
oxclusive supply, of red oxide from tho island of Hormuz, 

This Majesty's Governmont understand that the Muin-ut-Tujjar held a concession 
for the Hormuz minos granted by a firman dated 1895, and for a period of ten years. 
Tn 1901 this concession appears to have been confirmed by a further firman for an 
indefinite peril 

Without projudiee to, the question as to whether or no the Persian Government 
Had the right at all to dispossoss Muin of his concession, His Majesty'a Government 
consider that the torms of the second fir her with the fact that Muin was in 
indisputed possession in 1908, justified Brit in entering at that date 
t contrict with Muin for the exclusive purchase of oxide for a reasonable period 
ahead. 

Tho samo consideration applios to the fim undertaking the duties of agency 
with its responsibilities, and outlay as regards business engagements reaching into 
the future, 

Tn tho opinion of Tis Majesty's Government: tho British firms concerned bad 
overy rial hat their contract would be respected and their 
agouicy i jovernment Ih ver, failed to protect these 
Touitinately acquired British interests, and consequent of the warnings 

nto the Tersian Government, C have the honour, under the instruction of His 

iment, to claim a8 Compensation for damages arising from the arbitrary 
dispossession of Muin-ut-Tujjar and the breach of his engagement the sum of 
25,059), 12s, LOd, on behalf of Messrs. Weir and Co,, aud of 4,011L 18s, on behalf of 
Messrs. Hllinger aud Co, a8 tabulated in the accompanying statement, which also 
in sums which will fall to be deducted from the first-named claim. 


the lst March, 191 
stocks of oxide loll!’ by Messrs, Weir is prejudiced by the continuance of shipments 
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by another firm. Consequently I am instructed to warn your Excellency that His 
Majesty's Government will be obliged to present a supplementary claim to the Persian 
Government which, in addition to the further damages suffered by the British firms, 
will also include interest on the whole of the sum now claimed from the Persian 
Government. 

In conclusion, I have the honour to add that, inasmuch as the Persian Government 


have on previous occasions referred me to a certain undertaking entered into with 


them by Messrs. Strick with reference to this subject, I am to point out that thie claim 
which I am now presenting on behalf of Messrs. Weir and Co. and Messrs. Ellinger 
can only lie against the Persian Government, and any counter-claim which the latter 
consider they have to make on this head against Messrs. Strick and Co. is a matter for 
separate settlement between the Persian Government and that firm. 
Tavail, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 117, 
Claim by Mesers. Weir and Co. 
Stock held by Messrs. Weir on forcible termination of their contract :-— 


4,095 tons of oxide at Avonmouth at €8r, 2d. per ton 
tons at Nordouhas at 75x 11d por ton’ +> 


tas of rotten undavre tla of 5.218 tos ind 

2 260518 10 

3 which amount there flln to te date the pren ecto fort oxi ay and 
hed sold, lea storage charges intrest, ater tho Io Oetobar 1010. 


Claim by Messrs, Eltingor andl Co. 


Ions of cosation én undlvered nance f 6:18 ton of oak 

age flow of gency ty fv pr eoamiwioy wie 

Fe crerage anes SC TUG7S1" oats bare exsoedol in ou 

made ome Oy ce ee ee sarin 0 


4001 18-0 





{41600} 


Gulahek, October 2, 1911. 


ON receipt of your despatch No. 78 of the 19th July respecting the’ state of 


seourity on the Kerman Bunder Abbas road, I requested” His Majesty’ 
rhe fare tes iis eabjects Dibava wth hipaa ilies Mee 
whiel have re el i ibit 

Satin IME aeiecea oo ie from Colonel Haig describing the deplorable 
ince the date of this despatch there has bee reported in my telegr: 2 
of the 2nd September, a further large robbery, in ah Mata: Catal Tort hanks 
and there have also been other robberies in which British Indians have suffered. > 
. With regard to other trade routes in Persia, I regret to have to report that no 
improvement in the state of affairs described in’ my despatch No. 168 of the Sth 
September can be said to have shown itself, and the political chaos prevailing at Shiraz, 
as reported in my recent telegrams, naturally prevents any organised attempt on the 

part of the local authorities to restore order on the trade fo iee ating to that city, 
D seule north the dislocati caused by the advance of the rebellious Sular-ed- 
owleh, and the organisation of the military expedition sent to meet him, has rendered 
the safe conduct of travellers and caravans even more precarious than formerly. ‘The 
eae however, seem convinced of the necessity of restoring order on their road, 
1524) , 

p 








frnctify as soon as the khans can turn their 





and are contemplating measures which may 
undivided attention to them. 


G, BARCLAY. 








ue above T have been informed by the Persian 
te ekehan bus been entrusted to the Bakhtiar 
of @ governor inimical to 
break of disorders on the 


PS. October 3.—Sinee wi 
Government that the Government of Behbehan tis been 
Khang, As you will remember it, was, the appointinent 
Bakhtiari interests which was the signal for an ou 


——— 






Enclosure in No. 118. 





Consul Haig to Sir G. Barclay. 





Kerman, August 24, ion. 
estion asked in the Hlonse of Commons on the 10th 
ti teen Kerman and Bander Ablas, 1 have 
ved no report of the robbery of an 


ny 
WITH reference to the qu 
1911, regarding the trade routes. betw 
that T have reoe 3 
pry of those Unlonging to Messrs. Nonrco, Cstll 
ie insecurity of the road a large cara 
eee ee raat Between Kerman atid Batt and has not yet 





subsequent to the robb 
last, but owing 








atweon Kerman and Bunder Abbas ordinarily used by 
talons (2) Uy Batt al Danlataba ad 
ast three months has: Kites, Bo ndien 
k (near Sirjan), when 
ied date early in July, 


hore ave threo roads 
caravans? (1) by dJieuft aud Rudbar, 
of all threo during ‘the 
du traders in Kerman nd Bunder 

ny wore robbed on th ja 
50 keane was stolen, on an unce 
75 i was stolen by WE Et 

50 krans was stolon at the Guda 
ee eee Brak Grabict 4531, 
imvediate Joss of the Hindu 
terest charged by 
Toss under these 
tolen, but also on those: delayed 








and the condition rk 
sufferors have been Hind 





property to the valuo 1,898 
ty orth 11007773 ra 

ly, when proporty worth 9,735" 
AGL. he vals of the property sta 
‘and the freight paid on it to about 
merohants being thus about 7 suln 1 
vA the loss enused by their missing 
hot only on goods actually” st 











m must be added the 











y improvement in the eondition o 
that matters will ¥ ae rote 
dis, who inhabit this district, are not ev 
rond two, soations_of the Afshar tribe have 

hw whole of this road between Kerman an 
Aer aan 3 000 of the Baharla tr 






governor in Rudb 





Tagainst each othe 
Daulatabacis insecure, 









































bbers for the pur Mina 
expenditure on an extray: 
mates of the strength of the robbers 
‘are more likely to be true, but 
Until lately, 1 should have 
mot of wilfully maguifying 
onupalled to newept the 
Of filling his own pockets, r 
Ao Oe ie chande of oy effective action 
mor, who also holds the appoint- 
Nusrat, who recenth 





1 the mnmbers of the rob 
‘Obtaining sanction from ‘Tehran to. military 
pable at present to i 
is sulliciently Innentable. 

hesitated to stispect the present acting gover 
Dut Thave recently been 

official regards his positis 

Te wpe eet aw es Shari 
inst them, for the present. acting governo 
of the rouceial forces, is the Sarda ra 
Said Khan and Bahram Khan 
ny administrative ability. Most of 
soldierly. qualities to 
fr pay is in arrears, and their 

















ment of command 





an Baluchistan befor 
nunterbalanced by. an 
vopsate inferior in courage, mobility, 
inst whom they’ may have to serve, th 





of prowess in the field is not 
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strength is short of the sanctioned establishment, I would add, to their eredit, that 
T believe they are as willing to fight as their leader is, 
4. 1 observe that reference is made in the question asked in the House of 
Commons to the uncertainty of the payment of compensation, and I should remark 
that I regret the expression as infelieitous, Since my arrival in Kerman, on the 
31st May, 1910, Uhave failed to recover from the local” government any compensation 
for highivay robberies, and my failure has not: been due to luck of importunity. ‘The 
Jacl government has not been mulinty strong (0 compe roberto dagrge an tho 
general revenues have not sufled for thy settlement of claims, Baluchistan. has 
id no revenue for the past four years, excepting an insignificant sum plundered by the 
BininritNuseat during the resent expedition, “Tho. eaisetions in cthar ares of the 
rovince have been imperfect and imegular and a large part of the money collected 
Tas gone into tho pockate of rapnoious gavemors, of wlio feeraan tae liad Ave dacs 
tho past year, and of the heads of departments established by. the eonstitutional 
government, which in this province is neither understood nor appreciated except, by 
those who hope to enrich themselves by the tenure of some office in the administration, 
1 seo no prospect of being able to obtain satisfaction of any of the claims which I 
have put forward and am constantly pressing on the local government, and. the 
disproportion between the amount of these clans and the available resources of the 
Government has rendered the local officials hopeless and apathetic so that. they no 
longer regard the satisfiction of claims as boing within the rango of practical politjes, 
Tam, &. 
T, W. HAIG, Liewtonant-Colonel, 




















[41601) No. 119, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Ro 





‘eived Octobor 23,) 
No, 185.) 


ir, Gullahiok, October 4, 1911, 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 164 of the 4th ultimo, I lave the Honour to 
report that the total defeat of Arshad-ed-Dowlch, reported in my telegram No, $81, and 
the rout of Salar-ed-Dowleh’s forces, reported in ty telegram No, 447, have broken the 
f the insurrection, Each was completely decisive as regards tha, danger 
the capital from the cast and west respectively, 
nixed Government foree, 1,000 strong, of Armenians and Bakh 
the Bakhtiari Khans, Sadar Mohtashem, Sardar Babadury An nd Zaigham 
és-Sultaneb, assisted by a former German non-commissioned officer Hert Hasso, who has 
Jong been in Persian’ service, routed the insurgents, who numbered about, 2,000, ub 
Tmam Zailoh Jaafer, in the district of Veramiu, on the Sth ultimo, eaptiring Atshad- 
ed-Dowleh, who was afterwards shot, As a result of this engagement and of smaller 
vietory of the Goverument troops tuider Sardar Mohy, in the Saved Kuh disttict, two 
or three days lator, the Turcomans, who formed tho Valk of Arwhad-od-Dowlolts free, 
made the best of their way back to their own country, the movement. on bebialt of the 
ex-Shah in Mazanderan ‘collapsed, and His Majesty left Savad Kuh, took boat. at 
Kara Topo on the Caspian, and arrived at Gumesh ‘Tepe with only seven followers 
When last heard of he was reported to be near Astrabad with a following of some 400 
Taroomans, 
Salar-ed-Dowleb’s forees, after defeating Amir-i:Mufikham in. the Malayir district 
on or about the 6th ultimo, occupied Sultanahad, the Bakhtiaris who were in that town 
under Sardar Zaffur and Sardar Jang retiring to Kum, Salar-ed-Dowlch himselt 
skirting Sultanabad advanced to Noberan with a force of gome 4,000 men with. the 
intention of proceeding either vit Saveh or Zarind to Tehran. His telegrams to Teh 
showed that ho was now playing for his own hand. In them he used a Persian 
expression equivalent to the use of the first. person plural by sovereigns, Aw soon as it 
becume known that he was taking the Zarand route « well-equipped Government foros 
of some 1,200. Armenians and Bakhtinris under. Yeprim, Sardar. Mohtashom ood 
Bahadur, was dispatched to deal with him, The encounter which ensued and in which 
the Bakhtiaris frum Kum under Sardar Zaffar aud Sardar Jang took part, took plat on 
the 27¢h ultimo in the neighbourtood of a village nated BogtisiShuly 8 mikes from 
Saveh, ‘The combined Government forces must have numbered some 2,000 men, ‘The 
insurgent force was a horde of miscellaneous tribesmen—Kalhurs, Las, and others— 
4,000) strong, commanded by Daoud Khan ebiet of the Kalhurs, and other tribal 
chieftains. “The fighting, the official telegraphic reports of which T enclose, resulted in 
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the rout of the insurgents with the loss of 500 killed, the loss on the Gavernment side 
Jeing trifling, ‘The defeated insurgents fled westwards and Salar-ed-Dowleh who 
appears to have taken no part in the fighting and to have awaited the issue at Noberan, 
Perey reported to bo in the neighbourhood of Hamadan closely pursued by the 
Government troops. 

‘The only undelested foree on the ex-Shah's side which now remains is that of 
Shuja-ed-Dowlch in Azerbaijan, This force has been successful in several petty combats 
in the neighbourhood of Tabreez, capturing Basminch a village-some thirty 
minutes east of Tabreez, and even’ occupying the suburb of Karamalik, ten 

mutes west of that town, Except for the Julfa road which still remains ‘open, 
abreex i completely invested but for a fortnight there has hardly been any fighting, 
Mh defeat of Salar-ed-Dowleh appears to have discouraged Shuja-ed-Dowleh’s followers 
{us defections from his fores are reported, and His Majesty’s consul at, Tabreez states 
that the opinion is gaining ground that he is only holdiag out in the hope of making 
terms for himself 

Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enelosure 1 in No. 119. 
‘Telegram from Assiabel to Tehran. 


ON the 22th September, after a march of 40 miles from Robat Kerim, the Govern- 
ment forees arrived at Assiabek, ‘The advance guard of Salar-ed-Dowleh, numbering 
posted there and withdrew without fighting as.soon as the Government 
8 arriv Aight. Sardar Bahadur, Sardar Mohtashem, and Yeprem Khan 
thought of pursuing them, but, as their horses were tired after the long journey, it 
won dlcited to give thom reat bofore attacking Selae-ed-Dowleh, On the evening 
2Gth September messengers anived from Sardar Zafar and Sardar Jang 
bringing tho news of theit move from Kum to Saveh, which they captured after a 
cogagement with the insurgents. For the present the environs of Saveh are 
‘Occupied by the Bakhtiaris, To-day, the 27th September, before daylight Yeprim Khan 
Toft with the army corps for Savelt and Bagh-iShab. ‘Obviously, Salar-ed-Dowleh’s 
forves wore at Bagh-i Shah and Gheitanieh—8 and 20 miles respectively from Saveh. 
departure of the army from Assiabek, from two hours after sunrise and thence- 
ug rout of cannon bas beon heard from here. Evidently at « place 
-Dowlel’s forces have been encountered between’ the 

movntaing; and the fight has begun. I will telegraph the result Inter. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 119. 


Telegram from Sardar Molitashem, Sardar Bahadur, and Yiprim Khan to the 
Govarnment. 


Zallar and Sardar Jang that we must 

Silar-ed-Dowleh's army, which is in 
‘oct i iles from Saveh, the army corps was 
draw the rebel Nazar AN Khan, of 


the sons of Zahirsul-Mulk, of Kermonishah, and Haji Ali Reza Khan, of Gerrous, with 
five Austrian guns of 5 and § eentim,, bogau fighting with our force. "The battle lasted 
two and a-half hours, and thank God that with the successive valiant dashes. of our 
troops the enemy was at last defeated and put to flight. ‘Truly, such an astonishing 
victory his not’ so fir been achieved in this country. OF the insurgents, close upon 
fthe mounted irregular shah, who were distinguishable 
clothing, were killed, and all their tents were left behind. The five gui 
iy have all Doon captain nsiirgent forces numbered in wl over 4,000, Our 
exsuaties aro ten Babltiaris killed and wounded. “One hundred of the eueny were 
‘antl 
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(41602) No. 120. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received October 23.) 


5 Guthek, October 4, 1911. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, $27 of the 12th August, I have the honour 
to transmit herein copy of a despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire 
furnishing what may be regarded as a satisfactory account of the attitude and intentions 
of the Sheikh of Mohammerah ab the present time, a ier 
v0, 


G. BAROLAY. 


(No. 186.) 
Sir, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 120. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cox to Sir G, Barelay. 


ir, Bushire, August 17, 1911. 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with Shiraz’ telegram No, 254, 

dated. the 12th August, 1911, 1 have the honour to forwand a copy of a letter from 

Captain Haworth, in which letter, dated the 12th August, 1911, he gives what. appears 

to me to be a satisfictory account of the attitude and intentions of the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah at this juncture, 

Thavo, &e. 

P. % COX, Lieuenant-Colonel, Political’ 

Resident in the Persian Gulf, and Hie 

Majesty's Coneul-Ceneral for Wars, ce." 


Enclosure 2 in No. 120. 


Captain Haveorth to Liewtenant-Colonel Co. 
August 12, 1911, 

T SAW the sheikh for a few minutes on the 10th. Owing to the choler ho does 
not wish to see any one from the infected area, and has asked mo to visit him on urgent 
matters only. T told him that we had heard that the Nizam and the Soulet were 
talking of taking some definite steps, and impressed upon him the necessity of « neutral 
attitude at the present crisis. 

He answered that he had to keep in with his friends with polite answers, but had 
no intention of entangling himself in any way, and added that ho had sent both to 
the Medjli and. to Kerbela tlegrams stating his good wishes ¥o tho constitution and 
for the welfare of his country. He said to me that lie would not enterinto the struggle, 
ior indeed could he have done so liad he wished to do so, for his Arabs would always 
refuse to leave Arabistan, 

He showed me the telegrams which he had sent to the Medjliss and to Kerbola 

assured hin that with w correct attitude he could alyays bo sur of his position, 
since we should be there to support him, and Ido not think there is any likelihood of 
his acting injudiciously. 





(41604) No, 121, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received October 23.) 
(No. 188.) 
Sir, Gulahek, October 4, 1911, 

1 HAVE the bonour to inform you that, as reported in my telegram No, 417 of 

the 21st September, the Medjliss on the 19th ultimo adopted, om a motion of urgenoy 
without debate, a project for the engagement of seven more Swedish officers in connee~ 
tion with the organisation of the gendarmerie and police, Further details are to be 
found in the monthly summary. 
‘The project was presented by the Minister of the Interior, whoso Fronch adi 
as well as some at least of the Cabinet Ministers, is understood to be not at all in 
to favour Mr. Shuster's project of merging tho national gendarmerie with the fiseal 
gendarmerie under the undivided control of the treasurer-genoral, 
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Iris also not unlikely that the Swedish officers, being under the official protection 
6f and tho personal influence of the French Minister, whose animus against Mr. Shuster is 
alluded to in another despatch, would prefer to be directly under the orders of the 
Ministry of the Interior, by which they have been engaged, 

Tt has also been rumoured that the Persian Government intend to engage twenty- 
one Swedish officers to reorganise their army. In reply to my enquiries, the Regent 
recently informed me that some such project was under the serious consideration of the 
Government, who desired to form a small efficient military force (report says under 
12,000 men) with the assistance of an as yet undetermined number of Swedish 
officers, This force would be required to deal with any tribes revolting on a scale too 
large for the gendarmerie, with its necessarily scattered units, to deal with, 

Thave, & 
BARCLAY. 































No, 122. 


(41605) 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward G1 





sy-—(Reeaived October 23.) 
(No, 189.) 
i Gulahek, October 4, 1911. 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 163 of the 4th ultimo 1. have the honour to 
transnit herowith the monthly summary of events in Porsin up to date, 
Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY, 













Enclosure in No. 122, 





Monthly Summary of Bventa for September 4 to October 3. 


iD 

Mititary Operntions.—The foree which eft Tehran on the Sed S 
Sardar Mobitashiom, Sardar Bahadur, aud Yeprim to operate against 
fei Ha ner) Se Tania Santi oe f the village of Veramin and 
about 40 miles east of Tehran. ‘The German maxim instructor, Colonel Haase, was in 
chinrge. of the rnd the fire of this weapon spparenily demorulised’ Sardar 
Arshiad’ sone 1,400 in number, who fled at ones in great confusion, 
Between 60 and 70 of the enemy ara’ said to have been either killed or 
wo while about 250, including Sardar Arshad, were taken prisoners. — ‘This 
eogagemint took place on the 5th September, and Sardar Arshad was shot early the 
following morning, 

Oi tho 8th September the ex-Shab's forces at Savad 
Government contingent under the Bakhtiari khan Mi 
Mohy, The 
coived of hi 
from the north. 













































































Kuh were defeated by the 

Homayun and Sardar 
lod towards the north, and on the 12th September news was 
roturn to Gumeshetope with seven followers. ‘Thus ended the invasion 


























khan, the Bakhtiari khan (referred to in the last summa 
ding * Luristan and Trak”), was defeated near Malay 
about the Gth September, Morteza Kuli Khan returned to. 'T 
Toft for his home in the Bakhtiar’ hills, and Sardar 2 
romainder of tho Bakhtigri fore. He was thers joined by a force of Bakht 
‘linn and another under Sardar dang from'Tehian, Sal 
estimated by the Bakhtiaris to be about 4,000. men, an 
September.” Surdar Mobtashems, Sardar Babi 
24th. Septembe 0 with the enemy's outposts at 
Saveh two days lator and drove them'back, ‘The Goveroment forces are reported to 
have joined, and « big engagement is said to have taken place in the Zarand district. on 
7th Septeuber, The Bukhtiaris were apparently vietorious, for there is no doubt 

that Salar-ed-Dowleh reticud in confusion, and is now at Hamadan, ‘The telegram from 
the Bakhtiari sardars nd Yeprin announcing the vietory reports that 500 were killed and 
wounded aud 100 taken prisoners, besides five guns and a quantity of baggage, Precise 
details are as yet lu the departure of the Government forces for the front, 
























from 
sed-Dowleh, whose foree was 
lat Noberan on the 25th 
sprit, who left Tehran on the 
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the defence of Tehran was placed under Amir Mujabid Bakhtiari, and the three Swedish 
officers were placed directly under him. A number of volunteers were enrolled to defend 
the ramparts, and guns were mounted at a number of the town gate 

The Medjtise—At the sitting of the 10th September, the Medjliss disoussed the 
details of a concession to be granted to a Russian firm for the laying of a pipeline for 
petroleum from Enzeli to Resht. The Democratic party opposed the measure and it 
tras neatly defeated, but under threat of resignation the. Cabinet obliged the Medjliss 
to agree and the concession was eventually passed on the 19th September, 

‘At the sittings of the 17th and 26th September, the renowal of the contracts of 
ght Bellen customs oils was diseussul and agreed upon, ‘Tho salavios aro as 
fo 
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‘The contract of an eighth official, temporarily employed at ‘Tehran as director of 
posts, was not renewed owing, is suid, to his alleged Roaility to Mr. Shuster. 

At the sitting of the 19th Soptember a report presented by the educational 
committee dealing with the proposed institution of five primary schools was read and 
assed. One school is for Tehran and the others for the provinces, ‘The Government 
4s to subsidise the Tehran school at the rite of 600L a-year and the provincial schools 
av 4801. a-year each, Half the pupils will have to pay fees and the other hall’ will 
reovive tuition free. 

At the same sitting the Minister of the Interior presented a project for the 
engagement of seven more Swedish officers, ie., one captain and six lieutenants, ‘The 

to organise the supply departments of the gendarmerie and police, while 
tenants are required to form a yendarmerie training college, For this purpose 
a credit of 28,000 tomans was asked for and agrved upon without any debate, 

‘The re-engagement of Mr. George New, of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Departe 
ment, by the Persian Telegraph Adhinistration, a step which iv strongly supported by 
Mr. Shuster, is now befors the Medjliss. When the question was first raised, the 
Medjliss reftised to agroe to the proposal, but Mr. New's engagement for three years at 
8001. a-year was sanctioned on the Srd October, 

On the 26th September the Electoral Law was sent by the Medjliss to the Cabinot 
for revision, 

Yoprin has been granted a lif pension of 3,600 tomans a-year, 

‘The Preas—The * Majliss” is the only newspaper which now appears, and it contain 
nothing of much interest. 

Refugees —Those in refuge at the Russian Legation have now left. 
























Tabreex. 

Early in. September, Shuja-ed-Dowleh, working in the interests of the ex-Shal, 

moved to within « few miles of Tabreez, and threatened to attack the town if not 

rweoguised as Governor General on behalf of Mohammed Al, Since then, Shujesad- 

Dowleh has invested the town and only the Julfa road has remained open, There has 

been little real fighting between the force defending the city and Shuja’s inegulars, 
and in view of events elsowhere it seems that Shuja is now anxious to make terms. 












Ghilan and Mazanderan, 


The provinee of Ghilan has remained quiet, and Mazanderan is now again under 
the authority of the central Government. Several Mazanderan chieftains who joined 
the ex-Shah have been captured and brought to ‘Tehran, Amir Mukarrem has taken 
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refuge with the Russian consular agent. at Barfrush, There ia as yet no real Persian 
authority at Astrabad, and it is only through the action of Russian consular officers 
there that order is maintained. ‘There have been several outrages on Russian subjects 
in the district. 





Meshed. 


‘The province of Khorassan has remained normal under an acting governor, The 
appointment of Ala-ed-Dowleh ax Governor-General was announced on the 27th 
September, but he is now being urged to go to Fez instead. 





Ispahan. 


ng to Tspahan have teen unsafe, and robberies are reported on 
Several posts from and to Tehran have been robbed, the caravan 
serais have been plundered an the Ahwaz road and goods carried off on other roads. 

‘The Kashan district has been the seene of fighting between the Bakhtiaris and 
Naib Hussein's followers, On the 22nd September, Naib Hussein attacked Kashan 
‘and succeeded ig the town after two days’ fighting with the Bakhtiari 
defenders, Cossacks travelling up to Tehran were held up by the naib, 
who ir horses, arms, and other equipments, He apparently thought 
better of this Inter and released the prisoners, returning their effects to them, A 
detachment of the Persian Cossick Brigade under two Russian officers is being sent 
from Tehran against the naib, 





































Yexd, 

‘The stato of alfairy at Youd is deplorable, ‘There appears to be no authority what 
over, and the town and district is dominated by roughs. ‘The new Governor of Kerman 
‘was ordered by the Govern ‘ex on his way to his post, but he 
Tha Hoon unable us yet to enter the eity,. ‘Some of the Government ofclals have taken 
rofuge at the telegraph office, Absolute anarchy prevails in the district. 


























Sinco the ath Soptomber, the date of the last summary, sixty. 
deen received from Shits respecting the situation there whiel 
sorious aud threatening than when last reported upon. Du 
logation has sent twenty telegrams to the Forvign Office on 
ht to Shinar, 
altaneh has now been dismissed; Soulet-ed-Dowleh has entered the eit 
with Kushyai reinforcements, and has taken up his quarters with, Nizam-eeSultaueh 
At Government House; the Arab tribes have received 1,500. reinforeements, while 
desiltory and occasionally severe fighting hus beon going on in the town for some time, 
wssugres have eecieert by His Majesty's Minister to Soulet-ed-Dowleh, one 
on the 19th Sopteriber, to the effect that his presence and that of bis tri 
Shiraz can only lead to trouble, and that should intervention be 
British lives or property, he will be responsible for the cow 
‘This inessyre is reported to have been ‘treated by Soulet with considerable coutempt. 
On the 2nd October the fallowing furt ing was communicated to him through 
His Majesty's acting consul. Ifis Majesty’s Minister declared that wales Soulet-ed- 
Dowlel ani his followers left tho neighbourhood of Shiraz at once, he would urge His 
Majesty's Government to take immediate measures to sufeguard British interests, and 
to lsld Souleteal-Dowlob aid NieundasSultanch divetly reapousible Tor any injury t0 


telegrams have 
thas grown even more 
the same interval. the 
he same subject, and no 
















































































these intents, 

Farts ment ag Goveruor-General, was announced 
September, zuiices-Sultanich was subsequently offered the goveraorship. of 
Arabistan,” ‘This plan, how ure of half measure, as Farman Panna 





K 
h, they. proposed to take more ener, res, and 
Alued-Dowlot to goto Shi mupperted by, strong, Bakhtiar - 
‘and contemplated sending Zaighan-ed-Dowleh from Tehran as a successor to Soulet, 
‘These plansare at present, under dive In the meantime His Majesty's acting 
consul at Shiraz deseribes the loe: n to be extremely grave, and apprehends 
danger to British subjects. Lieutenant Wilson arrived at Shiraz on the 25th September, 
ater having been robbed and il-treated. 


is friendly both to Soulet and the Nizam, After the successes gain 
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Seistan; 


‘The roads all round Seistan continue to be unsafe. ‘The Kainat ia still quiet, 
Mr. Howson left Birjand on the 2nd October, aud Mr, Forkgen took charge of the 
vice-consulate. 





Kerman. 
Amir Azam has not yet reached his post, and Sardar-i-Nosret is acting in the 
interim. 

The state of the roads, especially that to Bunder Abbas, is extremely unsatis 
factory, and robberies are of constant occurrence, and British trade is greatly sufferin 
im consequence, ‘The matter is reported upon in a separate despateh, No, 184 of the 


2nd instant, 

Since the departure of Sulared-Dowleh, the town has heen fuily quiet a all the 
bad characters left with the army. Kerim Khan at Kasr-i-Shirin is reported to be in 
state of panic, being on bad terns with everyone on both sides of the border, ‘Two 
cases of cholera were reported on the 16th September from Kast, 


Kermanshah, 














Hamadan. 


After his defeat on the 27th September, Salar-ed-Dowleh retreated towards 
Hamadan, hotly pursued by the Government: forces, It is reported that he reached 
Hamadan at the beginning of October, and prepared to defend himself there, “Ths 
telegraph line having been cut, the only communication with ‘Tehran is over the 
Russian telephone vil Kazvin, Accurate information is ab present unavailable, 





Gulf Ports, 


There is nothing of interest to report from Bushire or the Gulf ports this month. 
G, P, CHURCHILL. 





(41606) No. 123. 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received October 23.) 


(No. 190. Confidential.) 
Sir, . Gutaiel, October 4, 1911, 

THE Lussian Minister has been trying for many mouths to obtain for Nobel 
and Co, permission to lay a pipe-line from Enzeli to Resht with a viow to tho easior 
handling of Russian pettolewin in Persia, and Tam happy to sy that the present 
Cabinet has at last succeeded in obtaining the sanction of the Medjliss for this 
concessi 

___Lmention this matter as of interest, as showing that the present Cabinet is really 
tevin to givo effet to the dsideratum exp n the programme enclosed in my. 
despateh No. 145. of the establishment of better relations with Russia, and T may 
mention, as a further indication of the satisfactory disposition of the prosent Cubinet, 
the fact: that, since the defeat of Salar-ed-Dowleh, the Government, have given such 
comforting assurances to the many reactionaries who have for some time been enioyinge 
the shelter of Zerguendeh, the Russian Legation village, that these have now roturned 
to Tehran, thus relieving the Russian Minister of considerable embarrassment, 

T should also mention, as evidence that the Russian Ministor is responsive to these 

He marks of good-will, that he has recently used the diseretion given him by his 

Government as to whother to allow or to forbid the employment of ‘tie Tuan oflcers 
of the Cossack brigade on active service to accede tothe request of the Persian 
Government, that some of the Russian officers might be dispatched yvith a force of 
Persia Cossacks to deal with the outlaw Naib Hussein, who, as reported in. my 
telegram Nv. 432 of 25th ultimo, has occupied Kasban, and two of the Russian officers 
loft with a force of some 300 men for Kushan yesterday. 

On the whole, and notwithstauding abundant, complaints from the Persian Govern- 
mont regarding the high-handed action of some of the Russian cousuls in the interes 
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‘of Mohammed Ali, the relations of the present Cabinet with the Russian Minister are 
satisfactory, and it is therefore to be hoped that it will be able to tide over the three 
weeks which still remain before the Medjliss terminates, Unfortunately, this is 
means certain, for, although it is in appearance democrat in its composition, it is 
distrusted by the ultra-Nationalists, who are, I am told, anxious to upset it and to 
place in power a more advaniced Ministry before the restraining influenee of the Medjliss 
1s temporntily removed, Moreover, the success of the Cabinet. in dealing with the 
insurrection has in one respect rather weakened than strengthened its position, for the 
‘ll-important part played by the Bakhtiaris in the struggle has earned for them a good 
deal of envy and distrust, and intrigues aro said to be more than usually active against 
tho Bakhtiari Prime Minister, Sanisam-es-Sultaneh, A further clement of weakness 
Ties in the Cabinet's alootiiess from Mr. Shuster, who enjoys the entire confidence of the 
ultra-Nationalists, There is, indeed, w disposition on the part of both Mr, Shuster and 
the Cabinet to work separately, You will have noticed that in the matter of the 

man loan negotiations the Cabinet has not figured at all, and though many weeks 

itor asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs to apply to. the two legations 
good offiees in the matter we have received ne written communication in regard 
to it from Vossouk-ed-Dowleh, and whenever the latter has alluded verbally to the 
Joan it: has always been in such sense as to imply disclaimer of responsibility for it. 
It is perhaps natoral that a Persian Cabinet: should look askance at one who keeps the 
purse-itrings ax tight as Mr, Shuster, but, owing to his influence with the ultra- 
Necbrlisy neato et WherMtpdlig his uckini would! bo'bo. important an tab ttae 
somewhat closer co- operation. with him would seem to be politic, 

In connection with Mr, Shuster's position, T ought to mention that my Russian 
colleagite sees indications thnt his influence is waning with the moderate section of the 
Medjfiss, Tam sot sure how far this is true, Cortainly the decision of the Mudjliss 
reported in my tele y to engage Mr, New of the Indo-European 
‘Tolegeaph Department at the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs, which was taker 
pressure from Mr, Shuster, and in the face of active lobbying by the corrupt. Vi 
intstor of Boats and Telographe, Areadillah Khau, pointe to €bo contrary.” Ta any 
‘case his influence with the ultra-Nationalists is as strong us ever, and, as Chave often 
said, this party hus in large measuaw the monopoly of ability’ and energy in the 































































































Medftiss, 
Tt is feature of the situation that, any opposition to Mr, Shuster 
is likely to nuragement from some of the foreign representatives in Tehran, 





‘whose hostility he haw managed to incur. In most cases this is, T believe, due to 
personal pique ut, Mr, Shustor's inde ‘tude towards them, but in the case of 
the French Min ogg jwrobabl oper, and is doubtless largely due to 
hig, auinoyance at Me, Shuster'y having replaced M. Bizot and having met with very 
difforontsucgess with the Medjliss from that which attended M, Bizot’s mission, I 
should imayine also, from a conversation I have had with M. Dumorguy, the F 
assist at the Mi that both he and M. 
‘ussistant at tho Minist utmost: to. foster M. Lecomte’s dislike of 
Mr. Shuster, M, Dumorguy is eviilently intensely jealous of him, and spoke of him 
to me in the most disparaging terms,” Tt was quite evident that he intended to do 
his best to thwart Mr, Shustex's plan of merging with his own gendarmerie the force 
which is to by orgoniwod by the Swedish ollicers. The dislike felt by the French 
cloinent for Mn. Shuster cern me greatly were it not that, knowing 
M. Leconte as Tao, T feel protty siire that he does his best to prejudice my Russian 
colloagito against him, For this M, 1s aan’ nthe’ close reationa of 
Mr, Shuster with the ultra-Nationali 











































ugh to my mind Mr. Shuster’s connection 


with this porty has its advantages, as it gives him a better chance to influence them 
on the side of reason, 


Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 





(41559) No. 124. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 23.) 


(No, 289.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, October 7, 1911. 

T HAVE the honour to report that on the receipt of your telegram No. 559 of the 
25th ultino T handed an aide-mémoire to M. Nératof informing his Excellency that His 
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Majesty's Government might find it necessary to establish a viee-consulate at Bam and 

to strengthen various consular escorts in Persia, Inow have the honour to transmit 

copy of the reply which I have received from the Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Thave, Se. 

HUGH O'BEIRNE, 








Enclosure in No. 124. 





Aide-mémoire communicated to Mr, O'Beirne by M, Névatof. 


_ PAR son aide-mémoire daté du 13 (26) courant,1’Ambassade doa Grande-Bretagne 
a bien voulni communiqner au Ministire Impérial des Affaires Btrangéros lo projet du 
Cabinet de Londres do eréer un vice-consulat & Bam et daugmenter V'elfectit des 
escortes des consulats britanniques & Bouchir, Chiraz, Kerman et Bender-Abbas, ainsi 
que du consulat anglais & Ispahan, si toutfois lo Gouvernement ruseo n'y avait pas 
objections, étant donné que cette demibre ville se trouve dans la sphere’ d’influence 
russe. i 

Le Gonvernement Impérial apprécio & leur juste valour Jes. considérations qui ont 
amené le Cabinet de Londres & recourir 4 la mesure dont il saeit et déclare navoir 
auonne objection au renforeemient de Vescorte consulaire anglaise & Ispalin, 

_ De son e6té, le Gouvernement Impérial est également précecups de Tétat 
Minséewrité générale qui gue non seulement dans Iu région entre Tspahan et 
‘Téiéran, qui a 66 tout demitrement encoro le théatre Wagressions réitGrdes do la part 
de bandes de brigands, mais encore dans les provinces du nord de Ja Perse, ott les 
troubles, qui avaient commencé & se calmer en présence cles troupes russes, reprennent: 
Jour essor. Neaumoins, lo Gouvernement russe ne voudrait en aucun cas recourir, 
sans y étre absolument foreé par les circonstances, & Venvoi do nouvelles troupes on 
Perse, ainsi quo cela avait lion en 1909; mais, si les troubles continuont h se propager, 
i so verra probablement obligé do renforeer également les escortes de quelques-uns 
de ses consulats du nord de la Perso, ainsi que. celle d'Ispahan, afin. dasstrer lea 
communications et le commerco russo entre cotte ville, d'un cots, ot Téhéran et Chirwz, 
de Vautre 
Le Gonvernement Impérial aime & espérer que Ie Cabinet de Londres youdlra bien 
Je tonir au courant des démarches ultérieures qu'il compte entreprendre dans, la 
présente affaire, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, to 23 septombre, 1911. 






























(41560) No, 125, 








Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edieard Grey.—{Received October 23.) 





202.) 





Sir, 


“ LHAVE tho honour to state that on tho 28 
telegram No, 566 of 1] 
Forvign Airs the 
proposed temporary employment of Mr. Now in the Pt 

dl A, 





Department. 
Nératof of the subject at a conversation which T had with him 





T remind 
yesteril 
ment and to the proposal to install a representative of Seligman’s in tho Persian 
Financo Department, said (ough not il-umouredly) that things looked much ike 4 

h subjects to posts in the Persian administration, and 












Russians also should be employed. {said I was sure that His Majesty's Government 
would gladly see Russians taking similar 


T did not think it necessary to inform M, Nératof that it is understoodl, as stated in 













































Gt 


Sir George Barclay's telegram No. 465 of the 4th instant, that Mr. New’s appointment 

will be that of financial comptroller in the Persian Posts and Telegraph Department. 
Thave, &c. 

HUGH O'BEIRN 














PS—Sinee the above despatch was written, Lhave received from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs the aide-mémoire of which a copy is appended (Enclosure No. 2). 
HL OB. 











Enclosure 1 in No. 12 






‘Aide-mémoire communicated to M. Névatof by Mr, O'Beirne. 


PAR Vaide-mémoire du 28 
Linpérial a bien voulu faire sav 





Gcombre, 1909 (10 janvier, 1910), le Gouvernement 

VAmbassade W’Angleterre qu'il ne voyait aucun 
‘obstacle i ce qu'un employé de W'indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department fat mis 
temporairement i la disposition de ' Administration des Télégraphes persans pour aider 
ln réorganisation de cette demnitre, 

Un projet de contrat donnant suite cette proposition a dernidrement été sounis 
A Vapprobation du Medjliss, et quoiqu’il ait soulevé quelques objections de 1a part de 
VAssemblée nationale, Sir'G, Barclay est davis que ces objections pourront étre 
Geartées dang un trbs bref délai, 
___, be fonctionnaire du Telegraph Department en question est Mr. New, Je méme dont 
il gagissuit en 1909, Le Ministre de Russio & Téhéran a fait savoir & Sir G, Barclay 
quill ne yoyait-actuellemont aucune objection A arrangement projeté, et le Gouverne~ 
Brent do Si Majesté ge plat 8 espéror que To Gouvernement Impérial y doers on 
rissontiment, 


Saint-Pétorsbourg, le 15 (28) septembre, 1911. 




















Enclosure 2 in No, 125. 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Mr, O'Beirne by M. Nératof. 


PAR son aide-mémoire on date du 15 (28) septembre, année couraute, 'Ambassade 
de In Grande-Drotagne nw bien voulu informer Ie Ministire Impérial des. Affaires 
Htrangéres du désir do mettre 4 Ia disposition de V'Administration des ‘Télégraphes 
porsitis Mr. Now, employé de ndo-Kuropean Telegraph Department, pour aider le 
Gouvernement porsin * organiser eotte dernidre. 

Do son etd, le Gouvernement. Iupérial n'a pa 
oxcoptionnel, 4 lt réalisation do Ta mesure projetée, 


nt-Péterabourg, le 28 septembre (11 octobre), 1911. 











1s dobjec 





5, 1 titre tout d fait 




















(41601) No. 1264 


Mv, O'Beirne to Sir Bitward Grey—(Received October 23.) 
(No. 203) 
Sir, a St. Petersburgh, October 10, 1911. 

T HAVE the honour to state that I ealled yesterday on M. Kokovtzoft for the first, 
time since he took office as President of the Council. “I had a conversation of some 
Jongth with his Excellency, and Twas struck by tho keen interest whieh he shoved in 
forvign alli yy his apparent intention to take an active part in. direct 
foreiien policy of, the country, No doubt this will be the case, especially while the 
Depariment of Koreign Affairs is in the hands of an official who only temporarily 
replaces the Minister, 

Alter some refer 
that the Triple itente app 
Morocco question, -M. Kokovtzoff cor 
that the Anglo-ltussian underst gh 
sil that I should be vory glad 
Ho said that, siuce T pnt the question to him, le alluded to the Stokes affair. 




















mn conflict, T remarked 
unt of itself in the 
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replied that in that matter His Majesty’s Government had done everything which the 
Russian Government could have asked. M. Kokovtzoff recognised that they had now 
done 20, but said that there had been much delay. The Hntente had not worked 
prompily. Told his Exealloncy chat His Majosyys Government had at first considered 

hat, in requiring Major Stokes to resign his commission in the British army before 
‘accepting the appointment offered to him by the Persian Government, they had taken 
a step which would be completely satisfactory to Russia. I also explained to him, fully 
that, according to English practice, there were the gravest difficulties about refusing £0 
accept the resignation of an officer who desired to take some other appointment, and 
that by so doing in the case of Major Stokes, His Majesty's Government had taken a 
very strong course solely in oner to be agreeable to Russia, I think M. Kokovtzolt 
had previously not at all appreciated the difficulty with which His Majesty's Govern: 
ment had to deal in this respect, and that the explanations which I gaye him threw: 
some new light on the matter so far as he was concerned, 

His Exeelleney then passed to the subject of ‘Turkish designs on Persia. He said 
that nowadays one was so liable to be surprised by the suddenness of events 
{a reference to Italy's action in Tripoli) that one could not afford to neglect any: 
io rerenee eaateading trouble. He hd eon a report tint Turkey would meek to 
recoup herself in Persia for the loss of Tripoli, He could tell me confidentially that 
the Cancasus authorities did not cease reporting that Turkey was steadily strengthening, 
herself in the region adjoining the Russian frontier in such a manner as to endanger 
Russia's strategie position. ‘This could not be allowed to continue, and it would be 

ly necessary for Russia to take action to prevent it. While saying that the 
suggestion that Turkey might obtain compensation in Persia was probably no more 
than the conjecture of a journalist, I assured his Excellency that His Majesty's 
Government would continue to co-operate with the Russian Government in the Turco 
Persian frontier question. 

{| afterwards spoke to his Excelleney about tho Rossian fisheries question, and L 
am reporting what passed in my despatet No, 170, Commercial of wnday9 date, 

ve, &o, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 
































(41564) No. 127. 
Ar. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Groy—{Received October 23.) 


(No, 300. Confidential.) 





ir, St, Petersburgh, October 14, 1911. 

HAVING had the honour to recoive yesterday your telegram No. GOT of the 
12th instant, T asked the President of the Council for another appointment, and he 
reovived me’at 9°30 the same, evening. T had a very friendly conversation with his 
Excellency, in which T gave him at length the message contained in your telegram, 
adding somo explanations on points of detail which occurred to me. 1 think that 
M. Kokovtzofl was thoroughly satisfied of the loyalty with which His, Majesty's 
crmment have acted up to their understanding with Russia in Porsia and 
cleowhere. He did not at all contest any of the considerations put forward by you, 
md he begged me to thank you most heartily for tho assurances and explanations 
hich you had. given him, and for the courtesy with which you had treated him. Ho 
asked me to assure you that his one desire was that the entente between the two 
‘countries should work effectively and well ; he considered this to be moro than ever 
‘essential in the unsottled times which, as he believed, lay before us. 

“In the course of conversation, his Exeelleney remarked that he did not think there 
was any room for misunderstanding as to the poliey pursued in Persia by the Russian 
Government. ‘The objects which he had in view wore tho integrity of Porsia, the 
maintenance of our respective spheres of influence, and the necessary protection of the 
Persian frontier from ‘Turkish encroachment, He algo referred to tho nec 
preventing the intrusion of Germany into that country. I said that in all these objects 

jy at one with the Russian Government, aud 
ment, quite understood the Russian attitude 
reganling Persia. On our side we were anxious that the Russian Government should 
understand that when eases arose in-which we wore not able immediately and ful 
meet Russia's wiches, this was not at all from any want of good-will on our part or of 


[1524] 8 
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loyalty to our understanding, but because there were really serious difficulties, from 
tlie point of view of British interests, in the way of our doing all that Russia desired. 

‘Although M. Kokovtzolt spoke, as I have above reported, of the integrity of Persia 
as being one of the chief objects of Russia's policy, I should mention a remark which 
he let fall, which scems to indicate that his attacliment to the principle in question is 
rather of the platonic kind, When I was speaking to him of the destructive effect on 
British commerce of te disturbances in South Persia, and of the consequent necessity 
for us of putting the Porsian Goverament in a position to restore order, his Excellency 
said, “Why do you not occupy the country? T suppose it is out of regard for that 
phantom, the Constitutional Réaimein Persia?” 1 sud that Fis Majesty's Government 
were reluctant to send troops into Persia because they knew how difficult it would be 
to withdraw them ; aud to this proposition his Excellency of course agreed. Indeed, 
hhe thonglit it necessary afterwards, when informing me of the step which the Russian 
Government aro taking at Khoi, to say that Russia, tike England, was averse to the 
idea of military occupation. Tam reporting the cot tion which he made to me 
regarding the “Turkish frontier question in my: tely following despatch. 

Speaking of the working of the ‘Triple I ion with the Morocco 
negotiations, his Excellency said that so far, ci 
very, good resnlts, and he added that the course of the negotiations if 
‘opinion, hav very different if Great Britain hind taken up less firm an attitude, 
In general, from his Exeellency's tone quite as much as from what he actually said, I 
could not but impression that he is @ resolute supporter of Russia's: present 
system of relations with tho Western European Powers. 










































Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





(41565) No. 198. 
Mr, O'Beimno to Sir Biieard Grey (Received October 23,) 


(No. 801. Confidential 


dir, St, Petersburgh, October 14, 1911. 




















Key's advance into the 
weevssity of Russia taking steps to protect her 
‘also that it was a curious thing that the suggestion aa to'Turkey 
cation in Persia for what she lost in ‘Tripoli should ave come from a 









position, 
htainin 





Tasked swhother there were any particular steps in which the Russian Government 
desired the co-operation of His Majesty's Gover M. Kokovtsoff, after a moment's 
hesitation, then said that he would’ be quite frank me, The Viceroy of the 
Ca ail proposed that Russia should send troops to Khoi, He (M. Kokovtsoff) 
ud M, Nératot had opposed this suggestion. Russia like England was averse to. the 
idea of «military occupation. Tt had therefore ded not to send a military 
fores, but the Russian Government had selected ul, M. Preobrajensky, who 
‘was an able and energetic officer, to proceed to Khoi with a sufliciently large escort to 
enuble him totakea firma line (“parler haut”), Tn answer to questions which I put to him 
his Hxcelleney added that the escort would be of about 100 men, that M. Preobrajensky 
would rvach Khoi in two or three days and that the Turks had actually withdrawn from 
Khoi, though at oni time they had occupied it 

hhad ready, as reported in my despatch No, 209 of the 10th instant, suggested to 
the President of the Council that the idea which had been put forward as to Turkey 
obtaining territorial compensation in, Persia was probably nothing more than the 
suggestion of a uewspaper correspondent, I now said that I could not believe that 
‘Turkey would be so foolish us to take any action at the present moment which would 
draw down upon her the hostility of Russia in addition to her other difficulties, 
AE okortesl anid tnt. hora "bot wo eure on that points ana he sefnrred to the 
vexavious uation of the Ottoman Government townrds Ttussia ik the matter of grain 
shipments from the Black Sea, If the attitude of the Turks on the Persian frontier 
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proved satistuctory, the consular guard at Khoi would, his Excellency said, be redueed 
to twents-five men. 

M. Kokovisoff enquired whether His Majesty's Government would raise any 
objections to the steps which had been decided upon by the Russian Government. 1 
said that personally Twas sure that they would not do so. ‘The proceedings of the 
‘Tarks in the direction of Maku during the course of the past cightoon months make it, I 
venture to think, difficult to eriticise the counter-action of Russia, so far at any rate as 











it has actually developed, 
T have, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 
(41566) No. 129, 
: Mr. O'Betrne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 23,) 
(No. 304.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, October 17, 1911, 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 301, Confidential, of the Mth instant, Thave 
the honour to state that I put some questions to the Acting Minister for Po 
Affairs yesterday regarding the dispatch of a Russian vice-consul with a strong 
escort to Khoi. 

His Excellency said that the Turks had not lately made any fresh move om the 
‘Turco-Persian frontier. ‘There were uo ‘Turkish troops at Khoi except (I understood 

Excellency to say) a small escort with the Turkish consul at that place, Bub there 
were, as was shown by the report made by Messrs, Shipley and Minorsky,_ some 
‘Turkish troops in possession of a certain defile in tho neighbourhood of Khoi.’ When 
M. Preobrajensky reached his post he would be able to forin a judgment as to what 
should be done next. 

Tsaid that, while fully appreciating the reasons for Russia's action, T felt that she 
would probably bo accused of takiig advantage of Turkey's present’ ailtoulties to 
make a more in Persian tortor, and that capital would bo anado of this at 























Constantinople. M. Nératof replied that it was only a question of a consular guard. 
On reference to the itinerary of the British and Russian delegates on tho Turco: 








Persian fron 
the Ist July 
near Khoi, 


of which copy is enclosed 
7 1911, Tdo not find any staten 





in Sir G. Barclay’s despatch No. 110 of 
as to the presence of w Turkia totes 





Thave, &, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





(41835) No. 130. 


India Ofiee to Foreign Office —(Recoived October 23,) 





‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorvtary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Seertary of Stato, copy of a telbgram fram the Vieroy, dal the 21st October, 
1911, relative to troops for Persia. 


India Office, October 23, 1911. 




















Enclosure in No, 130. 





Government of India to the Marquees of Crowe. 


(Telegraphic.) P. October 21, 1911, 
Pest Om tolegram dated the 12h instant reganting dispatch of “oops for 
eral. 

‘Two squadrons of cavalry sailed for Bushire 20th and 21st instant in two 
transports. If the two other squadrons are to be dispatched immediately, taking up of 
extra shipping at great expense will be necessitated. My assent has therefore heen 
given to the Srd and 4th squadrons avaiting the return from Bushire carly nest 
month of the transports already chartered for two months, and then following in 
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those vessels I should be glad, in view of difficulties as to transport, to have 
instructions at earliest possible date in the event of dispatch to Bunder Abbas of 
second cavalry regiment being decided upon. I still maintain the existence of the 
serious: political objections, which my telegram of the 30th ultimo foreshadowed, to 
this proposal. 











No, 131. 





(41805) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 314.) 


(Helogenphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 23, 1911. 

ESCORTS. 

(R) You may assure Persian Government that, if they will devise an effective 
fichomo to restore security or protect the roads, the British escorts will be used solely 
fs consular guards to protect consulates and British lives and property in the towns 
‘where. they are Ioeated, and will not patrol rods or make expeditions pending the 
execution of Persian scheme. When Persian scheme is in operation and effective, 
increased escorts will he withdrawn. (End of R.) 


‘The escorts have already started, and their distribution between Ispahan, Shiraz, 
nd Bushire is Toft to your discretion, 














[41961] No. 152, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No, 639.) , , 
(Telographic.) P. Foreign Ofico, October 23, 1911. 

RUSSIAN relations with Persia, pe, 

Tsaw Count Benckendorff, and urged upon him that I could see nothing which 
nocossitated an occupation of North Persia. So strong a step as occupation, or even 

litary expedition, would, T said, necessitato a revision of that part of the Anglo- 

Russian convontion of 1908 which concerned Persia, as it would put an end to Persian 
independence. F 

Coutit Bonckendorit replied that M. Nératof had been rendered most anxious by 
the prospect that the control of affairs in Persin was falling into Shustor's hands. Tt 
‘vas impossible for his Government to allow the predominance in Persia of a Power 
‘which took no account whatever of thom, He had, however, not heard that a military 
oxpedition was contemplated. H 

‘fo this I replied that, although I quite understood that Russia must protect her 
own interests if thoy ywere being undermined, T thought the danger was over- 
atinated. Shuster, Usaid, complained that he had been unable to effect anything. 
Seliginian had as yet come to no arrangement for a loan, Stokes's appointment had been 
provented by His Majesty’s Government, and the Persian Railvay Syndicate had beon 
Fecommended to send a tepresentative to arrange matters with Russia because they 
cul siot ob ession for which they were applying unless the railway went 
into the Russian sphere, Tsaid that, according to my most recent information, even 
the Persian Goverunient were dissatisfied with Shuster, and I pointed out that it, was 
‘uot a sulicient reason for destroying Persian independenco that Shuster, as a privato 
individual, had spoken adversely. 

Please speak to M. Nératof in gonso of the above. 











































(41101) No. 133, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, October 23, 1911. 
jar Tetter 


Sir, 





* 1 AM directed ly § wy to acknowledge the receipt of y 
of the Lath October respe the resignatiow of Major Stokes, and to infin 
reply, that he approves of the terms of the draft telegram to the Viceroy 
therewith transmitted. 
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Iam further to call your attention to paragraph 2 of Sir G. Barclay's telegram 
‘No. 505, copy of which is annexed for convenience of reference, and to suggest that, in 
theae ciroumstances, it might be advisable i the Secretary of Stato for Iatia concurs, 
to offer Major Stokes some post in India or request him to rejoin his regiment, with a 
view to finding for him active employment out of Persia, 








Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[39105] No, 131. 


Foreign Office to Indo-European Telegraph Company, 


Sir, Poreign Oi 

IN the letter which, by direction of Secretary Sir E. \dressed to you on 
the 7th April last, I communicated to you, for the confidential information of your 
board, certain arrangements which had been concluded between His Majesty's Govern- 
ment and the Russian Government in 1907 respecting the control of telegraph Tines in 
Porsia. Subsequently, on the 10th June, M. Pagenkopf communicated to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at St. Petersburgh copies of proposed agreements with the Russian and 
Persian Governments in this matter, adding, in a letter dated the 8th September, that, 
the Indo-European Telegraph Company was prepared to uccept any modifications 
which tho Russian Government might deom necessary to bring the agreement into 
line with arrangements entered into with the British Government, ‘ 

Tam now directed by Secrotary Sir E, Grey to inform you that Ilis Majesty's 
Government have had the terms ofthe propose agreement botveen your company and 
the Russian and Persian Governments under careful consideration, and, with a view to 
preventing misunderstanding, Tam to offer the following observations, 

‘Tho first agreement, dealing with the remunoration which the company proposed, 
should be granted to it by the Russian Government for telegraph work in the erection 
or roconstriction of the main telegraph lines in the Russian sphere, and for the 
‘subsequent maintenance and working of these lines, is question which’ concerns the 
Russian Goverament and your company, 

With regard to tho second of the agreements headed “Proposed Agreement 
detwoen the Imperial Russian and Persian Governments and tho Indo-European 
‘Telegraph Com rve that His Majesty's Government's arrangement 

des that the latter Government should eventually 
the control of the Tehran-Meshed line and of the line from Meshed up to 
le tho lino from Khaf to Seistan would come undor British control, go that 
of your company in article 8 to maintain the lino ‘from Meshed to 
should be altered to‘from Meshed to Khaf.”” Tam also to point out. that 
the control of the Tehran-Meshed line could not be made over to. your company until 
the exchange of th control of that line from the British to tho Russian Government, 
and of the Khaf-Seistan lino from the Russian to the British Government, has been 
carried ont by arrangement with the Persian Government. Lam further to inform you 
that, nndor an agreement which has heen come to betweon His Majesty's Government 
and tho Rassian Government, British signallors, after the exchange of control of the 
ines had taken place, would work at tho terminal stations of the ‘Tehran-Meshed and 
the Meshe-Khaf lines at intervals daily. 

Tam to add that, ina letter addressed to M, de’ Klemm on the 23rd March 
(5th April) last by M. Pogenkopf, copy of which the latter communicated to. His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh in his letter of, the 10th June, MM. Pagenkopt 
alludes to a continuation of tho Mestied lino to Herat.” 1 take this opportuni 
reminding you, for the information of your board, that, a8 Sir G, Bucbanati has al 
pointed out to ML Payenkopf, there cai of course be no question of such an exter 
‘without previous consultation with His Majesty's Government, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


October 23, 1911. 







































with the Russian Government pro 
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[42069] No. 135. 
Minute by Sir Edward Grey. 


COUNT BENCKENDOREF informed me that M, Kokovtsoft agrees to the 
Seligman loan provided it is issued by the Russian bank. Seligman has said that he 
does not object to this if the British Government will agree. 

T observed that I thonght there had been some idea that both banks should 
articipate in the issuo of the loan. Count Benckendorff said that the British bank 
Fal alone issued the previous loan. Tadmitted, but said T thought it was for a smaller 
amount, and that I must consider the matter, 


Poreign Office, October 28, 1911. 





{41939} 
Treasury to Foreign Ofice—(Received October 24.) 


, Treasury Chambers, October 23, 1911. 

T HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury Mr. 
Mallet's letter of the 17th instant relative to the proposed dispatch to Porsia of two 
native Indian regiments in view of the state of disorder now existing in Southern 
Persia, 

My Lords havo not as yet been placed in possession of particulars sufficient to 
enable them to jude of the necessity for sending so largo a body of troops, but, as 
they assume that Secretary Sir E. Grey has satisfied himself of the urgency of the 
matter, and that. more economical method of meeting the difficulties of the situation 

iblo, they are prepared provisionally to necept as a charge to the British 

F half the expenditure involved, They agreo fully with Sir E. Grey that 

‘no sulliciont reason for departing in this instanco from the general principle 

lid and this country should each bear half the cost incurred in protecting the 

life aud property of British subjects, and in securing the safety of the trade rontes. 

hese my Lords mnderstand to bo the objects for which the tnilitary force is. being 

sont, ani it accordingly appears to them desirable that the diplomatic and consular 
voto’ shoild continue to bear the cousequent charge. ; 

‘They will avait the further particulars promised in the letter, under. reply with 
regard 10 (1) the probable cost and number of troops, and (2) their destination and 
distribution. 

Tam, &. 


ROBERT CHALMERS, 





(41905) No. 137. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Hidward Grey.—(Reecivod October 24.) 


‘Tehran, October 24, 1911. 
YO elke 
Have made commune vernment indicated in your telograr 
14, and have authorised British con eral at Bushire to send 200 men to 
and 100 to Tspaban as soon as possible. 





[41993] No. 138. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 24.) 
No. 61 
a at shran, October 24, 1911. 
filo to the treasurer- 
ener] in the Ministry of Po 
Please seo telogram No. torsbutr 7 Bcd 
Ltrust that thore is no hitch in sanetioning the loan of Mr. Now's services. N 


7m 


reply has yet been received here, though it is ten days since the Director of the 
Indo-European Telegraph Department telegraphed to the Dircctorin-Chie that the 
Persian Government had applied officially for New’s services, 





[41995] No. 139. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 
(No. 254.) 
(Telegraphic.)_P. St, Petersburgh, October 24, 1911, 

T TO-DAY communicated to M. Nératof the views expressed in your telegram 
No. 639 of the 23rd October. His Excellency had not yet heard from Count 
Benckendorff. 

Ho said that Russin was no less anxious than Groat Britain to respect Porsia's 
independence, and would not resort to action of the nature which sho had contemplated 
80 long as nothing was done to the dotriment of her interests. 

T asked M, Nératof to specify tho arrangements which, in his opinion, would 
render it unnecessary for Russia to resort to strong measures, He suggested that the 
two Powers might consult as to the most convenient way of convincing M, Shuster that 
hhe must act in concert with them, ‘The negotiation of the proposed Seligman. loan 
might afford an opening for this, Messrs, Seligman, he understood, wero sending a 
representative to St, Petersburgh in connection with the matter, ‘The two. Powers 
might attach certain conditions to their consent to the loan, one of which would be the 
participation of the Russian Bank (aud presumably also of the Imperial Bank of Porsin) 
init, 

M. Nératof added that it was essential that the Persian Government should in 
general act in concert with Great Britain and Russia, 





[41905] No. 140, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Baretay. 
(No. 319.) 
(Tolograpiic.) P. 

INCREASE of consular escorts, 

Sco your telegram No, 516 of the 24th October. 

According to telegram from the Viceroy, two squadrons sailed from Tndia on the 
20th and 21st October. You should diseuss with Colonel Cox the advisability of these 
two squadrons being sent to Shiraz immediately. 

T have agreed with the Vicoroy’s proposil that the transports used for conveyi 
the first two should roturn to Bombay for the two remaining squadrons, ‘They will 
thus not arrive until November. 


Poreign Ofice, October 24, 1911. 


(42103) No. 141. 


Note communicated to Sir Edward Grey by M. Cambon, October 26, 1911, 


LE Gouvernement persan viont d'ofir 4 un Franetiy 3; Latter, professour do 
lyt 


physique & Institut polytechnique, des fonctions équivalentes 4 celles do conseiller 

au Ministére de Wstruction publique. M. de Selves a donné pour justructions au 

Ministre de France & Téhéran de ne pas fairo Gchouer Ia candidature de M, Latter, si 

cette candidature ne soulevait pas Jes objections des Ligations d/Auglotore et ‘de 
sie, 


Ambassade de France, Londres, 
We 24 octobre, 1911. 





[42192] No. 142. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reesived October 25.) 


(No, 518. 
(eleraphic) P Tehran, October 25, 1911. 
Pie ss a llega NG 1 igh 
Please see my telegram No. 517 of last night. P 
now learn tha the necessary sanction has been resived forthe oan of Mr News 
services. 





[42136] No. 143. 


Sir @. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No, 519.) 2 
(Delosraphic.) P. Telran, October 25, 1911. 

INCREASE in consular eseort. Rae 

T havo requested \liel-Dowlch to send instructions to the local khans between 
Busine and Shira: todo overything in their power to facilitate tho passage of our 
roops. exceller lily consented to do so. 
big rcitenn IL Ince ae coo aeaelle aha a up his post, and he 
‘even observed that the presenco of our troops would e of moral assistance to him in 
preserving oiler. 





(42147) No. 144, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—AReceived October 25.) 

hey ¥ Tehran, October 25, 1911. 

MISS ROSS. , 

Plow: % your tole h M) of the 16th instant, 5 

Lean, Tthink, obtain 2552. forthyy ‘compassionate grant in settlement of 
Miss Ross's claim, , f . 
Me mall ll bo cousiderably, possibly indefinitely, delayed if any resorvation 
is mado as roars in additional indennity for the beating. If Lean obtain the sum 
of 255, Eyvould strongly recommend her accepting it. 

'o yout approve provided she consents ? 





[42148) No. 145. 


Sir. Barclay to Sir Kuieard Grey. —(Reeeived Octobor 
0, 521) Teliran, October 25, 1911. 


0 Very insect it would ie arrival of the 
Baia pope: might he used as escorts. ‘The communication which L 
mado to the Porsian Govorument yesterday presumably precludes this, however, at any 
ate, until the Porsian Government have been given reasonable time to elaborate an 
efloctive scheme and to put it into execution. i 
RSE an ‘aval: renelies Shira the sopoy guard should bo Ieaving that 
place: theit connection with the consulate will then have been severed, aud they will 
Ui travulling to Biahico 10 tho ordtaary eourmo‘ot events ie teas 

Do you think itvould he too inconsistent with the spirit of my communication 
to the Persian Government if the opportunity, which is certainly a tempting one, were 
taken to sond « commercial caravan to Bushire under British escort ? 
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[40717] No. 146. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mirza Mehdi Klin. 


SECRETARY Sir E. Grey has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mirza 
Mehdi Khan's memorandum of the 13th October respecting the state of affairs in 
Southern Persia and the decision of His Majesty's Government to strengthen their 
consular escorts there. 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to state, in reply, that, as Mirza Mehdi Khan bas 
already been informed verbally, the reinforcement is now under orders, and that it 1s 
too late to counterorder it. ‘The escorts will bo located. to certain specilied towns in 
Persia for the protection of the consulates and British life and property. His Majesty's 
Government will welcome any measure which the Persian Government may take for 
Testoring security and for reopening the roads to peaceable trade intercourse, and when 
these ends have been atttained the reinforcements will bo withdrawn from Borsia, Sir 
E- Grey would remind Mirza Mehdi Khan that His Majesty's Government have already. 
on many occasions received assurances of the Persian Government’ ability to restore 
order, and that these assurances have so far not resulted in any satisficlory action, 
His Majesty's Government. do not, therofore, feel justified in accepting them at the 
Present juncture, when, owing to the powerlessness of tho Centrdl Government, a state 
of practical anarchy exists in th ince of Furs and elsowl ‘This anarchy 
culminated in a situation at Shiraz which threatened. the aravest danger to British lite 
and property,and which is apparently liablo to recur at any moment. ‘Tho nomination 
of Ali-ed-Dowleh as Governor-General of Fars, and the reconciliation between Soulet, 
ed-Dowleh and Kawam-ul-Mull, to which Mirza Mehdi Khan alludes’ in his memos 
Tandum, scarcely seem likely to have the pacifying effect which Mirza Mobdi Khan 
anticipates, Indeed, His Majesty's Government. have received recent. information to 
the effoct that-an English lady doctor has boen robbed and badly beaten near Abndel, 
on which occasion Messrs. Dixon lost. goods to the value of 1,400; that a telegraph 
Sholam has been robbed of his instruments: and his horse within 4 miles of Shinty ; 
that a second gholam, accompanied by a Government sowar, is surrounded by tribes 

wee from that town. ‘The post from Bushire has boon robbed, the 
road south from Shiraz is so dangerous as to be practically impassable, whilo’thnt 
leading to the north lias been completely closed for tho past month, Soulot-ed-Dowleh, 
80 far from assisting the Central Government to keep ordor, as Mirza Meili Khan 
states that he has promised to do, has, according to. His Majesty's Govornment’s 
information, openly threatened to renew trouble, His Majosty's Government. aro 
further informed that 100 soldiers of the Hamadan ro, ero recontly worsted by 
a large band of Kuhgeluis, near Yezdikhast, after a severo conilict; that on iho 18th 
October four bales of picce-goods, the property of Messrs, Ziegler, woro seized. by 
robbers on the Shiraz~Bushire roa ier in the month Messrs, Weir wore 
robbed of goods to the value of 4000. n . 

In these circumstances, His Maj ynment cannot consider the state of 
Souther» Persia in general, and of in particular, as being othor: than menacing 
to British life and property, and it has become incumbent upon them to provide British 
subjects with that adequate protection which is at present beyond the power of the 
Persian Government. As soon as security is establ disturbed region, His 
Majesty’s Government will withdraw the now boon 
reluctantly compelled to dispatch from In 


Foreign Office, October 25, 1911. 





(41905) No. 147. 
Foreign Osfice to India Ofice, 


Sir, Foreign Ofer, Oetobor 25, 10M. 
T AM directed by Seer y Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the te 


ly. in 
with, 
U 
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fo be laid before the Secretary of State for India, copy of a telegram which he has 
sont to Sir G. Barclay in this sense.° 
With regard ta the concluding sentence of the Vieeroy’s telegram, Tam to add 
that Sir E. Grey presumes the Marquess of Crewe is informing Lord Hardinge that it 
ig not necessary to send a cavalry regiment to Bunder A Dba 
a 


mn, Sc. 
‘LOUIS MALLET. 





(42227) No. 8. 
Indo-Buropean Telegraph Conipany to Foreign Ofice.—(Iteccived October 20.) 


Sir, 18, Old Broad Street, London, October 25, 1911. 

WE have to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your letter of the 23rd October, 
1911, and are indebted to your department for the information given us respecting 
telegraph lines in Northern Persia, 

‘The yutious observations contained in y been carefully noted, and a 
copy of tho same will be sent to the company’s representative in St, Petersburgh, with 
fnutructions to modify the draft agreements referred to in accordauce with your 
wishes. 

TV is noted in particular that the control of the ‘Tehran-Meshed and Meshed-Khat 
Iinos cannot he mate over to this company until the exchange of the control of the 
‘Tohran-Meshied ling from the British to the Russian Government aud of the 
Khaf-Seiatan line from the Russian to the British Goveroment has been carried out 
by arrangement with the Persian Government. 

Te is also notod that, by arrangement between the British end Ruasiin Govern- 
mmonts, British signallers’ will, eventually work at the terminal stations of the 
‘Tohiran-Meshed sud Moshed-Khaf lines at intervals daily. 

ho provision referred to by the department with reference to the mention in 
Mr Pagedkoptes letter of tho 28rd March (th Apri) last (0 M de Kleman of @ possible 
continuation of the Meshod line to Horat is, so far as we know, not based on any 
Gxprossod wish of the Russian Government, and was referred to owing to a wish to 

iH oventualitics and to make the scheme a comprehensive one. In any event, 
vany would take no further stops whatever in that direction without previously 
iltingg with His Majesty's Government. 
Tam, &e. 
I. W, STRATEORD ANDREWS, 
Managing Director. 





(41559) No, 149. 
Sir Bdwarid Grey to Mr. O'Beivne. 


tie.) Re Foreign Office, October 20, 1911. 
YOUR tolegrim No. 254 of 24th October: Consular escorts. 
Lagive that independence of Persia must o that is not unfriendly cither to 
. wud | realise that geographical situation would make it impossible for 
ernment at Tehran that disregarded Russian interests, We 
shall certainly, when tiecessary, say’ this to Shuster, and, indeed, have practically said 
fo by refusing our consent to Stokes's resignation, 
thin! portant that Porsia should get some money, othersvise the southern 
roads vill rennin blocked to our trade. I hope, therefore, that the Seligman loan will 
bo arranged, a i fe from the first informed Seligman that Russian 
concurrence was necessary We have no objection to half issue in Russia. 
You can speak in seuse of this telegram on first convenient opportunity. 
(Repeated to Teliran, No, 321 of 26th October.) 





# No, 10. 


[41559] No, 148°. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
ee 7 Rdward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 


(Telegraphic.) Re 

YOUIE despateh of 7h October 

‘on should inform Russian Government that wo have for the prosent abandoned 
eS aT at peal RS Va 

ng 400 men for distribution between Bushire, Shiraz, and Ispahan at the d 
of Sir G, Barclay in consolation with Toe consular authorities, 
Of this force will arrive at Bushire on 20th Ootobers the second half will arrive i 
November, You should also say we have informod” the Pervian. Goverumont, that 
Aecision to sond incroased escorts has only been taken owing to danger ta British, life 
and property at Shiraz and elsewhere, that we shall weleome any measures which Porsian 
Government may take to restore security and reopen roads to peaceable trade, and that 
when these ends have been attained reinforcements will be withdrawn from Persia. 


Foreign Ofice, October 26, 1911. 


i 
The first portion 





(42147) No, 149°. 


Sir Edward Gr o Sir G. 
ai ward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
‘elographic.) Horeign O} 5 
YOUR telegram No, 520 of the 25th October: Mae eee 
T approve if Mise Ross consents, 





(i524) 
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[42433] No. 150. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Received October 27.) 


‘ India Office, October 27, 1911. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 16th instant, regarding the convoying of 
caravans by Indian troops in Southern Persia, am directed by the Secretary of Stato 
for India to invite attention to the telegram dated 25th instant from His Majesty’s 
Minister, Tehran, from which it would appear that Sir G. Barclay is not yet fully 
aware of the position, as the Marquess of Crewe understands it, with regard to the 
employment of troops for such purposes. His Lordship would therefore suggest that 
categorical instructions should be sent to Sir G. Barclay without delay that in no 
circumstances are troops to be so used. He also considers it very important that 
these instructions should at once be communicated to the local British consular 
authorities. 


Sir, 


Tam, &ec. 
R. RITCHIE. 


enn 


[42103] No. 151. 


Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 655.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, October 27, 1911. 

M. LATTER'S appointment. 

T was told by French Ambassador that a Frenchman, M. Latter, has been offered 
by Porsian Government a post amounting practically to that of adviser to Minister of 
Fducation, and that French Government had instructed their Minister at Tehran not 
to offer opposition to appointment provided there are no objections raised hy British 
and Russian colleagues. 

You should ask Russian Government if they have received similar information, 
and, in these circumstances, what their views are, seeing that this appointment is 
hardly of the same character as those earlier in the year of MM. Demorgny and Perny. 
‘The lattor's functions were not advisory, but purely professional. 





(42534) No, 152. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 28.) 
(No. 192.) 
Sir, Tehran, Octob TOLL. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 183 of the 2Qnd October, transmitting a copy 
‘of the note which I addressed to the Persian yernment presenting the claims of 
Messrs, Weir and Ellinger arising from the dispossession of Muin-ut-Tujjar from the 
Hormuz oxide mines, I have the honour to enclose herewith a translation of the note 
which I have now received from the Persian Government in reply, 

‘The Persian Government maintain that the firman of 1904, not fixing a period 
for the duration of Muin’s lease, left them the right of cancelling it at any moment, 
T think it would be difficult seriously to dispute this pretension of the Persian 
Government, especially in the case of one of its own subject But as the contract 
with Messrs, Weir and Bllinger was made before the lease was cancelled, and was only 
for such a reasonable period ahead as was required by the exigencies of commerce, we 
can very fairly contend that the Government, on taking possession, should have carried 
out the provisions ‘of the contract as I called upon them to do in my notes to the 
Persian Government of the 11th and 12th April, 1910. 

Tt is true that, if we admit the legality of the Persian Government’s action, their 
second argument, founded on the terms of Muin's supplementary. agreement (No. 3, in 
enclosure in Messrs. Ellinger and Cos letter to the Foreign Office of the 26th July, 
1910), has to be me t think, however, that it may be pointed out that this 


agreement merely relieves Muin ‘from personal Tibility for damages, and docs not 
relieve the Persian Government from their obligation to carry out the bond fide 
engagements of Muin existing at the time he was summarily ejected, 

When this question was first discussed it was assumed by the For 
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in entered fraudulently into his contract with Messrs, Weir and Ellinger, or 
ian Government acted illegally in dispossessing him, I think that ik is 
ar that neither of these assumptions is necessarily correct, but that Muin, op 
n undisputed possession under his indefinite firman, was entitled 
reenter uusonable coutracts, especially with the proviso contained in the supple: 
tary agreement, and that the Persian Government wei equally entitled to cancel 
His ets whet: they pleased. They should, however, in lien of reasonable wotise beta 
given, have respected Muin’s current. enguyements, and their third argument, that the 
contract should have b the Government, falls to the ground, as 
the absence of th reaty of Turco- 
acknowledges his 
August, 1909, the Persian Government, 
lease, were warned of the existence of the 
agreement to which the Per 
of the formality in questio 
ith the question of Me 
contract for any i claim arising from 
ints that if Messrs, 
Bi contract will also be treated as null and 
Tt will thus be seen that, wh not disputing the right of the Persian Government 
to dispossess: Muin_ wh wkd still not be difficult, to make out a good 
ease for the claim for compensation on a rt 1 of Muin’s contract with 
Messrs, Weir and. Flinger ts to those advanced above, 
ters romain little or ni of Messrs, Elli 
the sun of 348 i 
the laity oe un’ tn is is point would be, T venture to 
think, deoply resented by the Pas and thus be prejudicial to future 
Migs betweun them a vii fir ofall in 
these citeutnstances, jour to request your instructions as to the 
reply which T should make to the Persian Government. - 


Thave, &o, 


—————— 
Enclosure in No, 152, 


Vowuheed-Doucleh to Sir G, Barclay. 
‘anslation,) 
Your Excullon 
the honow to acknowleilze the rvceipt of of the Oth Soptember 
tho claims of Messrs. Weir and Messrs, BU with the 
Hormug mines. In reply, I have the honour to dmv the attention of 
Jovermnent to the poitt that the Persian Government, by 
the year 1904, had reserved to itself the right of 
. nt, and it has been for the eame reason that 
ng the contract, hus, by separate documents, made conditions 
f firms to the effect that, should the Govermnent muke such 
chanyes in the administration of the Hormuz mines which might detine or abelich 
the Muin's control over them the contract would be eancolled and the finns would have 
claim compensation. "The, acceptance of these conditions hy the firme: in 
question points to the thot have bee awate of the right of the Government 
fh Tk was necessary that the firms should have done 
ese svith tho knowledge of the Persian Government and have thir contmete 
Countorwigned hy the Goverument. Having failed to reepect this point, which, woald 
have strengthened their contract, and having had no deal 
this connection, the tirms cannot bring any elai 
Majesty's Goverment to. he enforced against 
ly cancelled the lease held ys own Tessoc 
clo 12 of their contract, Messrs. Strick undertake full respoosih 
Tozal f Messrs. Woir Ellinger, so that no loss may be 
conection with this ease 
a London warned Messrs, 


7 


if in twenty days the claims of Messrs. Weir and Ellinger‘are not put an end to 
‘Messrs. Strick would be responsible for damages, - i 

If the British Goverment consider the claims of Messrs, Weir and Ellinger legal, 
they must also hold Messrs. Strick responsible for their settlement, If the British 
Go Tegal, why should they profor them against the 


ernment do not consider the claims 
Persian Government ? a 1 

Your Exeelleney lias considered the responsibility of Messrs, Strick and the claims 
of Weir and Ellinger to be two different questions, aud lias stated in the note under 
reply that “any counter-claims which the latter consider they have to make on this 
Hid againat Mesrg, Stic and Co, ie a matter for sopamie ottionost evens a 
Persian Goverament and that firm,” In reply, I have the honour to stato that this 
is not a claim which could be settled between the Imperial Government. and Messrs. 
Strick, but it is full responsibility ineurred by that firm in connection with the 
basiness in question, and they are bound co get it settled. Tn ease Messrs, Strick ful 
to meet their responsibility, the business entered into by them will be null nnd void. 

Tn view of the above circumstances, I have full confidence in your Exoulleney's senso 
of justice that you will admit the observations made by the Persian Government, and 
that you will inform your Government accordingly. 

Tavail, &e. 
VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH, 





(42535) No. 153, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived October 28,) 


(No. 195.) 
Sir, Teliran, October 14, 1911, 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 901 of the 9th instant, I have the honour 
to transmit herein copy of the note which T addressed to the Minister fir Foreign 
Affairs on the 10th instant, stating that His Majesty's Government had decided to 
increaso the guard at His Majesty's consulate at Shiraz, 

Talko enclose a translation of his Excellency's reply, the substance of which I had 
the honour to communicate to you in my telegrain No, 489 of at ox 

have, 
. BAROLAY, 


¥nelosure 1 in No, 153, 
Sir G, Barelay to Vosuk-cd-Dowleh. 


M. lo Ministre, Guluhek, October 10, 1911, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Exoelleney, under instructions from His 
Majesty's Scoretary of Stato for Foreign Affuirs, that, owing to possible danger to 
British lives and property at Shiraz and elsewhere, His Majesty's Government are 
compelled to strengthen the consular guard at Shiraz, and possibly also the consular 
guards at Ispahan and Bushire, 

Tavail, de 
|. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 153, 


Vosuh-ed-Dowleh to Sir G, Barclay, 
(Translation.) 
Your Excelle Poliran, October V1, 1911, 

I HAVE taken note of the contents of your Exeellency’a note of the 10th 
instant respecting the increase of the consular juard at Shiraz In reply, T have 
the honour to state that, as your Excellency is aware, the maintenance of orer tn 
the southern provinces and the improvement of affairs in Fars, bei 
matters of concern to the Persian Government, were receiving spec 
When the Government were taking fresh measutes, aud were about to succeed in brin 
about the improvements in view, the Kavam incident and the takiug of refuge. by hi 


[usa] x 
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in the British consulate frustrated this intention, Immediately afterwards, the insur- 
f the deposed Shah, Salar-cd-Dowleh, and their followers broke out, and the 
its efforts bad to be diested towavds thelr exterstnation sad the reparation 
of the mischief caused by them, which was indispensable for public security. The 
Government were therefore unable to direct their energy, as they wishe: 
the settlement of affairs in the south. ‘The money which had been prepared for funda- 
mental reforms, and should have been expended on necessary undertakings, bas been 
imisspent. Furthermore, the moral assistance of the British Government, which might 
have given support to ‘the measures taken by the Persian Government against the 
deposed Shah, was not fortheoming. 

Now that the Government are frue from embarrassments in the north and west, 
and are about to direct theit attention to the south by employing their whole efforts to 
restore onder and si the step contemplated by the British Government, which 
might form a precedent for others, would be extremely unexpected and unweleome on 
the part of a friendly: Power, 

‘The steps contemplated by the Persian Government. in regard to Fara, which are 

for your Excellency's information, are us follow 


instly, order will be given to the Cossack detachment, numbering 950 men (horse, 
foot, and artillery on their way to Kashan, and who left Kum yesterday, to 
proceed at once to Shiraz after accomplishing their task at Kashan, 

Secondly, Alwed-Dowleh, the uew Governor-General of Furs, will shortly leave 
‘Tehran for iit post, with the Necessary force, 

‘Thirdly, the Swodish wrho, havo been spesilly engaged by: the Persian 
Govern onganisation of the gendarmerie and the maintenauee of security on 
the roads, aro busily engaged, and the result ir work will soon be apparent. A 
sulicient force for the of the southern ronds will be sent. 

Fourthly, the Persian Government have taken steps to bring about a recon 
Dotwoen Navam-ul-Mulk, Sowlet-ed-Dowleh, and their followers, whose 
oro chilly response for the completions in Fars, and these steps have now proved 
entirely snceessful, Tho two persons above named and their followers have resolved. to 
make up theiv differences, and in necordance with a written agreement, sealed by Mirza 
Theabins Mujtalid, they have undertaken in future to absolutely obey the orders of the 


Government, aud to take no measures tending to complicate the aflairs of the country. 


vg in thi 
‘nnd that perfect Lb ished, In the meantime, ever 
taken for tho protection of British lives and property and those 


Under these eireumstances, it is expected that your Excellency, who represents a 
{idly Power i whow slap the Parsin Goverment have complete el 

will diashade the British Goy step contemplated, so that the 
Porsian Government may have time to. complet weastres they have undertaken, 
‘snd that «in uncalled-for stop on the part of the British Government may not delay the 
‘achievement of thelr plans 

Tavail, &e, 
VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 





(42458) 


man Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Recetved October 28.) 
No. 185, 
Sir, Stockholm, October 24, 1911. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 15 of the 17th instant, relative to the 
‘employment of Swedish officers sin, 1 have the honour to inform you that as 
Many as seventy officers have applied to the military authorities for leave to serve in the 
Persian gendarmerie. ‘The War Office is now making its selection, 1 understand 
that the reason why so many are applying is that promotion is slow, and that the 
prospect of an adventurous life in Persia presents great attractions. Iwill not 
send home details as to the officers who may eventually be appointed. 
With rogard to the separate question of the employment of twenty Swedlish officers 

to reorganise the army, I have the honour to state that no intimation whatever bas 
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reached the Swedish Government from the Government of Persia as to the resolution 
recently passed by the Medjliss, ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs told me to-day that, 
having learut through a Reuter telegram of the decision of the Persian Parliament, ho 
had given the whole question his careful consideration, From the internal point ot 
view it appeared to him that although it would be advantageous to the commercial 
interests of Sweden that Swedish officers should be employed to reorganise the army, 
and thus make the name of Sweden favourably known to the Persian public, yet the 
Wear Office might with good reason object to parting with eo large a number a3 Wwenty 
officers, and Parliament might also raise questions on the ground that Swedish officers 
were trained and paid for servieo in Sweden, From the external point of view he 

wuite understood that difficulties might arise of a personal character between the 
Rassian officers of the Cossack Brigwe aad the Swodish oflcers engaged in, ary 
reorganisation. Apart from these personal questions, the employment. of Swedish 
officers in the manner proposed might well be opposed by Russia on political grounds, 
It was the object of the Swedish Government to live on good terms with all the world, 
and to avoid raising any difficult question with other Powers, He had not yet received 
any intimation from the Persian Goverument, possibly because the Iussian repreyentar 
tive in Tehran had raised objections. If such an official intimation reached him he 
would not reply to it until he had consulted the wishes of the two Powers principally 
interested in Persia, namely, England and Russia, 

Thave, &, 
‘5 CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





(42530) ‘No, 155. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir dieard Grey—(Received October 28.) 
(No. 312.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, October 26, 1911, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 239 of tho 7th instant, have the Honour to 
transinit herewith copy of a private letter which Ihave received from M, Nératof on 
the subject of tho increase of the Russian consular guards at Ispaban and Reseht, 
Thave, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 


Enclosure in No, 165. 
M. Nératof to Mr, O'Boirno. 


Chor Mr. O'Boirne, Saint-Pétorabourg, le 11 (24) octobre, 1911. 

TE yous ai fait savoir par mon aide-mémoiro ubre (G octobre) dernier 
qu'il était possible que 1¢ Gouvernement Imp obligé de recourir a 
runforcement de quelques-unes de nos escortes consulaires en Porse, vu Vétat de 
choses peu satisfaisant dans ce pays, 

Mes privisions so sont réalisées ; nous avons décid6 maintenant da renforcor les 
escortes de nos consulats  Ispahan ‘et & Recht, la. premidre de 150 hommes et la 
dousiéme de 100, Les contingents en question vont étre expédiés sous peu, 

Votre sincdrement dévous, 
‘A. NERATOR, 





[42599] No. 156. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28,) 
(No. 522.) 
‘dlegraphic.) P. Tehran, Octobor 28, 1911, 

THAVE the honour to report that Messrs. E. ©, Hayeock atid Schindler, British 
subjects, have been appointed by treasurer-general at Ispahan and Shiraz respectively. 
as his agents 

It is possible that appointment of Mr. Haycock may leadl to oljjections on the part 
of the Russian Government, as His Majesty's consulgeneral at Ispahan reports that 
his Russian colleague has openly expressed his indignation at the appointinout of 
British subject in the Russian zone of interest. 
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I understand that Mr. Haycock, who is married to an Armenian, has been since 
1897 in Ispahan, where ho has been engaged in business. I have no Teason to believe 
that he is in dey Tussophobe, 

quite understands that the appointment was made entirely without 
my knowledge, and that I could not have stopped a private individual from accepting 
post offered to him by treasurer-goneral. 





(42612) 


Sir O, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 28.) 
No, 623.) 
‘Pelegeaphic.) . P. Tehran, October 28, 1911. 

M. LATTES. 

In reply to vour telegram No. 323 of the 27th October, I have the honour to 
report that M, Poklowski and { haye informed French Minister that the proposed 
ppointment of M. Lattis, who has already served three years under Persian Govern- 

nt-as professor, appeared to us to be unobjectionable. As his new duties will not 
oblige him to vacate his chair, his professional character is quite as marked as that of 
MM. Domorgny and Porry. 





[42613] No, 158. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Heecived October 28.) 
RG 524) 
‘Tolesgraphie.) P. Tehran, October 28, 1911. 

ESCORT reinforcements 

Roferenee to my telogram No, 469 of the Gth October. 

J venture to suggest that Lieutenant Wilson may bo authorised to remain at 
Shiraz in order to accompany to Tspahin the squadron destined for His Majesty's 
consulate-genoral at that town, ‘Troops would greatly benefit during, their march up 
by'his knowledge of Persi 

Lt would not be necossary to retain him for very long, as one of the squadrons 
nov boing disembarked at Bushire will proceed to Ispahan. 





42629) No, 159, 
Consul-General Grahame to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received October 28.) 


(olegraphic.) Decode, Tepahan, October 28, 1911, 
MISS ROSS loft Abadeh for Shiraz 27th October under escort of local authorities, 





(41939) No. 160, 
Foreign Office to Tilia Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 
WITT reference to your liter of the B0th Septeniber transmitting 
telogram from the Vicoroy’ of even date, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to 
state, for the information of the Secretary of State for India, that, in reply to a 
which ho addressed to them on the 17th October re the increase of the consular 
‘escorts in Southern Persia, the Lords C Majesty's Treasury, 
view of tho urgency of the mattet, now signified their read accept provisionally 
as a chargo to the British Exchequer, half the expenditure thus involved. The Lords 
Conunissionors state further that they consider there is no sullicient reason for departing 
in this inst principle that India and this country shoutd each bear 
half the cost ineurred in ng the life and property of British subjects in Persia. 
Their Lordships Wille avail further particulars as to the probable cost of the 
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expedition, and Lam therefore to stato that Sir E. Grey would be glad to be furnished 
due course with any available information as to the cost of the transport and 
maintenance of the troops. 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(42614) No. 161. 


z Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edveard Grey—(Received October 20.) 
(No. 525 
{Telegraphic.) Tehran, October 29, 1911. 


Te would appear, from information which has reached my Russian colleague, that 
Mehemet Ali Mirza’has still a sulficient number of supporters to cause trouble to 
Persian Government. 
‘Tyvo or three engagements have been fought lately between His Majesty’ troops 
and Government forees near Bender Gez, on the Caspian, A Government foreo of 
,500 men is reported to have been defeated in the Inst of these, : 





142609) No, 162, 


Mr OBeime to Sir Edeard Grey —(Reseieed Otaber 20) 
200, 
(elegraphic) P. St, Petersburgh, October 29, 1011. 
SELIGMAN fan. 
Your telegram No. 648 of the 26th October, 
man has arrived in St. Petorshurgh. M. Nératot has promised mo that 
cop tho embassy informed of th» corso of any communications on the subject 
proposed loan which may pass between M. Seligman and. the Russian 
Twill take stops to got into touch with M. Seligman myself, 





(42610) No. 163. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 20.) 
(No. 261.) 
qv i St, Petorsburgh, October 29, 1011, 
al for Persia, 
raised by M. Nératof to the proposed appointment of a Frenchman 
‘our telegram No, 655 of the 27th October, Tho only point on which 
feels any apprehension is that the appointiient might afford a protoxt 
to Germany for claiming posts of 1 similar nature for her own nationals. Ho thinks, 
ww of the recent conclusion of the Russo-German agreement, such 
ikely to be put forward in the present case, 





No. 164. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edhoard Grey —(Reeeived October 30.) 


Tehran, October 18, 1911, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 195 of the 14th instant, I havo the honour to 


transmit herein copy of a further note from the Minister for Forein Affa 
‘against the dispatch of reinforcements for the consular guard at Shiraz.‘ 
ofthe noto was telegraphed to you this morning in my telegram No, 00, 
&e, 
G. BARCLAY, 


protesting 
i substance 


[used] " 





82 


Enclosure in No. 164. 


Vosul-cd-Dowlih to Sir G. Barclay. 
ransl 
ee Excellency, Tehran, October 18, 1911. - 
WITH reference to my note of the 11th October in answer to your Excellency’s 
rosperting tle increaso of the consular guard at Shiraz, [have the honour to inform 
you thot the situation in Fars has improved on account of the appointment of hi 
Excellency Ala-cdl-Dowleh to the post of Governor-General, and at present the town is 
jtict and there is no disturbance in the neighbourhood. "As you have already bean 
informed, the Cossack force at Kashan has een ordered to proceed to Shiraz with the 
guns and ammunition now with it, and another force consisting of 3,000 men will be 
sout by degrees. ‘The Swedish officers are at present making plans for the formation 
of a gendurnorie for Rars, so that aftor proliminary arrangements two. of the new 
Swedish oli 
Persian officer 


their effecti 
soldiers who ih 


the object of establishing full security in that rogion, the news of the proposed 
dispatch, of 00 Indian troops from Bombay on the 24th October is contrary to the 
expectation of tho Persian Government and inconsistent with the friendship existing 
between the to States, ‘The confidence of the Persian Government int its success in 
the tank of restoring order in th pout willbe replaced by a foeling of disappointment, 
tind Ali-od-Dowleh, who is considered by the Persian Government to be the only 
persion who can restore order in Fars, would be prevented from taking up his 
‘nppoinitment, per - 

Uhoped that, in view of the explanations contained in my note of the 11th instant, 
your Excellency. Would dissnade your Government from sending the Indian troops 
in question, Now that the nows of their intended dispatch has been received, 
it ix obvious to what extent the Persian Government's plans will be hampered. 
Ala-od-Dovsloh, for inustan hearing the nows, gave up the intention of going to 

aying that he could’ not admit of the taking of such a measure during his 
yovernorship, 
HONTL ts obvious. that tho ppointsieat of Ala-ed-Dowlo the dispatoh of tho forees 
wentioned, and the moasnres contemplated by the Persian Government, the pre- 
Timinavies of which are already in hand, are better ineans for the restoration of 

1 Kars than tho dispatch of Indian troops, which may possibly bring about 
consequences contrary to those intended, and render tho measures of the Persian 
Government ineffec we = 

‘Thorofore 1 earnestly hope that your Excellency vill inform your Government 
withont dolay:of the measures taken and in contemplation by the Persian Government, 
nd tt ou wll disuade your Government from dispatching the Indian tops 
fo that Alied-Dowloh should start as carly as possible and put alfuirs in Fars 
in order 

In the hope of recetving a favourable reply, T avail, &e. 

i . VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 





(42821) No, 165. 
Sir G, Rarclay to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Reecived October 30.) 


(Telegraphic) DP, ran, October 30, 1911. 

INCRHASH in consular guards 

Please see my telegram No, 616 of the 24th in 

i have re ig telegram from His Majesty's consul-genoral at Bushire, in 
which lio urges that, as Tis Majesty's Government have decided that the reinforce- 
ments of the consular guards which are nov 
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the purpose of escorting caravans “‘pending the execution by the Persian Government 
of an effective scheme,” our dispositions should be made in such a way that tho 
‘greatest moral effect on the security. of the roads is obtained, and also the best return 
for the heavy expendituro which His Mojesty’s Goyerament have incurred. — Cox 
therefore makes the suggestion that instead of leaving one squadron at Bushire it 
should be stationed at Kazerun for the present, Kazerun is on the Bushite-Shiraz 
oat in the middle of the most unsafe part, ‘The squadron will not of course ever 
move out of Kazerun, but the knowledge, which will naturally circulate tapidly, of its 
presence. there will, in Cox's opinion, have a most excellent effect on tho lawless 
element in the neighbourhood, and the Governor-General will find this effect as helpful 
tohimself as we shall. ‘The local authorities would, Cox thinks, strongly favour this 
alternative as relieving Bushire of the stigma of insecurity, and he does not anticipate 
any objections from them. It is truo that we have no consulate at Kazorun, and 
Persian Government might possibly raise objections on this scoro. Cox suggests that 
tho two squadrons which are due to arrive next month should leave Bushire ostensibly 
for Shiraz. Wilson and Chick are laying in supplies at various stages along the road, 
The former will presumably be going to Ispaban (please see any tologram No, 524 of 
the 28th instant). When the cavalry reach Kazerun one squadron would bo left there 
ily with the object of waiting to ensure passage back to Bushire of Wilson aud 
Kazeran is an important centro, and Chick, as His Majesty's vico-conisul at 
, could, if necessary, make his head-quarters for some weeks there to examine 

trade conditions. : 
Tooneur in the views of His Majesty's consul, but as T do not know the considera 
tions which were in view when the wording, laid down in your telegram No, 314 of the 
23nd instant, of the communication to the Persian Goverament was being prepared, I 
do not like to recommend a course which might provoke adverse comment elsewhere 


as not being entirely consistent with the communication in question, though I could 
defend the course here. 





(42889) No. 166. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Octobvr 90.) 


ran, October 30, 1911, 
- INCREASE in Russian consular guards, 


Please see telegram No, 238 from St, Petersburgh of the 7th, iustant, 

I am informed by the Russian Minister. that 100 Russian troops have beon 
disembarked at Enzoli, the objective being to increase tho consular guard at Rosht, 
Tai under tho impression that he is expecting another 200 for the ineroase of his 
consular escort at Ispahan, 

‘Tho Russian Minister has read the terms of my announeoment of the 24th inatant 
to the Persian Government, and is asking his Government for instructions as to tho 
terms of any announcement he should himself make to the Persian Government. 





(42900) No. 107, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 30.) 
520) 
legraphic.) En clair, Tehran, October 30, 1911, 

AY telegram No. 504 of 18th October, 

Miss Ross telegraphs that sho has been again attacked by robbers; her escort 
fled on secing robbers, who numbered 400. Her money and some of the clothes ake 
‘Was wearing were taken, and several shots narrowly missed hior. Sho telographis from 
Abadeli, to which place she was apparently obliged to return, 
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(42433) No. 168, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barélay. 

(No, 325.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 30, 1911. 

ESCORTS, 

T presuine our consuls realise that troops just sent must not be employed as 
caravan escorts, 

‘Tho sepoy guard should not be used for escorts. 

Reference is to your telegram No, 621 of tho 25th October. 





(42908) No. 169. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 31.) 
(No. 310.) 


Sir, 


nt, and his 

Tehran a3 you suggested, said that 

telegram which he had received 

Tt see z report that the outlook in Persia, 

ilingly dark ; things to worse; disorders were 

he (M, Nératot) d Government could 

frain from taking “measures of extreme rigour,” and, in fact, 

Proceoding ton, “occupation” of Persian territory. In answer to. various questions 

which I put to him, his Exeolleney said. that the disorders were rly serious in 

tho Ardobil rvycon, whore tho Shahsovans, were on the move, and there had. been 

frequent attacks on Russian convoys. Another element of disorder was that Ephrem, 
who had atl ward semblance of a police force, 

roported to ho qnarrelling with the Persian Goverament aud leaving his post 

Speaking of tho pouting Cabinet crisis, M. Nératot said that if the “"extremista”™ 

obtained” control at 


Was quite incompat Russian interesta, ticularly to 
Mr. Shuister's doclarud intention of obtaining-a free hand froin the Medjliss in regard 
to-railway concessions and loans, 

I Excellonoy already know what were the views of His Majesty's 
Government regarding an oocupation of Porsia, ia decupied North Persia, I 
thought it would Le for you to defend before 

itish public opin her in’ that country that 
personally: L forvsauy lest dunger to the entente betweon the two Powers. I 
was therefore cer that THis Majesty's Government would do everything in their 
povwor to remove the opinion of the Russian Govt 
for Rt ‘cation, I reminded M, Nératof that R 
Various proposils put forward with the object of ena 
rostore order in the eountry—proposals whieh, for iad welcomed ag 
affording xowe hope of an improvement in the’ state of things in the south, Russia 
had ojected to these proposals, but she liad suggested nothing to take their place. 

his Excellency to tell ine frankly what it was that the Russian Goverument 


Nératof replied that the first thing necessary was that Mr, Shuster should 

id that he must act in concert with, and in accordance with the interests of, 

tnd of come, his Excellency added, of Great Britain also. ‘The Parsi 
oforms must be proceeded with gradually and. in sucha manner as to take Ri 
interests into account. It must be remembered that tho question was not mere 
of the gond of Persia, but also of the special position of Russia. If Mr. 
obtaivedd a freo hand from the Medjliss in regard to railway concessions anid len Ge 
Nould he necessary that ho should give an undertaking, in such a way a8 to ins 
confidence that ho would Keep it, to the effect that he would act entirely according to 
the wishes of the two Powers. Mr, Shuster, howover, was hardly the man to give an 
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undertaking of i xeellenoy regretted that Russia should play an 
NGhstructve re" in Perea, but it had boon forged upon her aysinct hac oat. 

T left his Excollency, saying that I would report his remarks to you. This 
morning, fearing that the Russian Government might Possibly take somo immediate 
action, Laddressed a private letter, of which a copy is enclosed, to M. Nératof, saying 
that T thought I had understood from him that the Russian Government had not yet 
taken a definite decision with regard to the proposed measures in Persia, but begging 
hhim, in the contrary case, to give me the earliest possible notice. Ihave the honour to 
enclose also a copy of his Excellency’s reply, stating. that the Russian Government 
were at present only considering the necessity of a military expedition, and that they 
counted on the assistance of His Majesty's Government in endeavouring to avoid 
active intervention on a large scale, 

Thave, &, 


HUGH O'BEIRNE, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 169, 
Mr, O'Beirne to M, Nératof. 
Mon chor M. Nératof, Saint-Péterabouryg, le 7 (20) octobre, 1911, 


JE pense avoir bien compris, de ce que votre Excellonce m’s dit hier, que pour 
Jo moment lo Gouvernement, Impérial nia pas pris la décision do. proodder dee 


“ “mesures de rigueur” en Porse, telles que V'onvoi d'une expédition militaire, 


quoiquil ait envisagé Yadoption d'une pareille mesure si l'état de chosos dont-vous yous 
plaignez en Perse ne s'améliore pas, : ‘ ’ 

Jo_n{ai pas besoin de vous dire quo si, au contrairo, In déeision denvoyor «mo 
expédition militaire avait dgjh été arrétéo (ee que jespire’ trds vivement n'est pas To 
cas), fattacherais Ja plus grande importance A co que vous voulivz bien m'on prevenit 
‘au plus tot. 

Votre sincbroment dévous, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 169, 
A. Nératof to Mr. O'Beirne, 
Mon cher Mr, O'Beirne, 


VOUS avez eu parfai 
nows en vue duno ex 





[42910) No. 170, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received October 31.) 


(No. 314.) 
Sir, St, Petersburg, October 25, 1911. 

I CALLED yesterday on the Acting Ministor for Foreign Affairs and communicated 
to him your views, as expressed in your telegram No, 639 of the 23rd instant, on the 
subject of the threatened Russian action in North Persi 

M. Nératof, commenting on your reference to the question of Persian independence, 
said that Russia also desired the independence of Persia, but the dispatch of a military 
expedition would not destroy it. The dispatch of a Russian foreo to Kazvin did not 
have any such effect, and the presence of Russian troops at Tabrooz had, on the 
contrary, undoubtedly saved that town from falling into the hands of tho ex-Shah's 
supporters. His Excellency seemed in fact disposed to argue that the moro Russian 

[seq] Z 
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troops there were in Persia the better tho independence and integrity of the country 
were safeguarded. reminded him that he had spoken to me of an occupation,” and 
he said that “occupation ” was perhaps too strong a word. M, Nératof’s tone on this 
ceeasion was altogether mild and cheerful, and in marked contrast to that which he 
‘used at my conversation with him of the 19th instant. He appeared quite to appreciate 
the force of your observation that Mr. Shuster had been able to effect nothing to which 
the Russian Government objectel, and he said that so long as that was the case 
Russia would take no action of the kind contemplated. 

Lendeavoured, but without much success, to induce his Excellency to indicate 
more precisely what were the arrangements with regard to existing difficulties in 
Persia which he would consider satisfactory, and which would remove all cause for 
strong measures on the part of Russia, He reiterated that Mr. Shuster should. be 
made to understand that he must act in consultation with the two Powers. asked 
how he thought tliat could best be done. Should it be through the Persian Government? 
Should instructions on the subject be sent to the two representatives? Ho replied that 
wo must think over the matter Tt had occurred to him that certain conditions might 
he laid down in connection with the proposed Seligman loan? If the loan was to be 
mado, it was a sine qud non that the Russian bank should have a participation in it, 
anid he eupposed we shoul aleo wish tho Linperial Bank to participate, His had learnt 
from tho Russian Ambassador in London that Messrs. Seligman proposed to send a 
representative to discuss the question at St Petersburgh, as Colonel Beddoes. was 
making no headway at Tehran. In sottling the terms of the loan M, Nératof seemed 
to think that conditions could be laid down which would make Mr. Shuster's position 
clear, He did not apparently anticipate that Mr. Shuster would resign sooner than 
Aoquiesce in arrangements whieh would satisfy the Russian Government, 

ave, &. 


HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





[43087] 

Measrs. Hltingon and Co, to Poreign Ofice—(Received October 31.) 
Sir, 28, Orford Street, Manchester, October 30, 1911. 
‘THE Muinsut-Tyjjor yrites ns under date of the 7th October, and we hand you 
conclosed extracts from his letters, togethor with extracts of our reply which wo propose 
to send hin, and tipon which we shall be glud to have your views before pesting our 
utters, 

Wo are, &e, 
ELLINGER xp Co. 


losure 1 in No. 171, 
Batract of Tet oe Muins dated October 7, 1911. 


ACCORDING to the report of our Ambassador in London, you have been visiting 
him, but as:he has not received any instructions from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
he cou nat enter ollcally into relation with you on that subjeot, 

However, last we i tion relating to that matter has been sent to the 
Ambassador by the Minister for Foreign Afluins, 

As Messrs. Strick have taken on themsely 


ryeourse ‘to one of these two, as Messrs. 
right 
Consequently a tribunal must decide if you are right or not; in order to oblige 
Messrs, Strick to settle the engagement which they have made. 3 
As this snatter his lasted for a long. time, it would be good if you would do your 
the afluir as early as possible, 
infirmation which has been sent to the Minister for Persia when the 
matter was refirced to hin, T believe that sume could be settled more quickly. 
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If Messrs. Strick will not go to the tribunal, and if our legation informs the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of this, pernaps the Persian Government will prevent othor ship- 
ments until the matter is settled definitely. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 171, 


Extract of Letter dated October 7, 1911, from the Muin-u-Tujjar to Mesers. Ellinger 
and Co, 


THE Chamber of Ministers has sent a proposal to the Medjliss to entrust to mo 
the oxide mines of Hormuz on certain conditions, and wo are awaiting the decision now 
of the Medjliss, 

Perhaps I shall be able to obtain from the Government the authorisation to cancel 
the contract of Messrs, Strick and Co, on the grounds that they have not fulfiled their 
engagement, as they have not settled your claim as they had promised, But, certainly 
in that case the Government vill make me respousible for the consequences, 

As I have sent to you a copy of the contract of Messrs, Strick, T bog to ask yau if 
in your opinion the Government or myself can cancel the contract without undergoing 
{Us consequences of my cain of Mess, Strick? < 

Besides this, do you believe that: your Foreign Office, now, as it is convinced that 
this concession has been taken fom ie unjustly, and that Mears. Strick have. bean 


“the causo of it, will reject all claims raised by Messrs, Strick, in case their contract is 


cancelled ? 


Enolosure 3 in No. 171, 
Messra. Eliinger and Co. to the Muin-ut-Tujjar, 


Dear Sir, October 20, 1911, 

WE are in receipt of your two letters of the 7th instant, and, with reference to 
the shorter of the two lettérs, we note that the Cabinet Ministers have put a proposi- 
tion before the Medjliss to entrust to you again the oxide mines at Hormuy, subject to 
certain conditions, which we trust will be satisfactory, 

We note, further, thit you may by able to obtain from the Government authority 
to cancel the contruet with Messry Strick on the grounds that, they have not. fulfilled 

ngagements, in so fur as they have not regulated our claims as they had under- 
taken to-do, and that in this case the Government would certainly hold you responsible 
for the consequences, 

In reply to your question whether Messrs, Strick and Co, could have recourse 

inst the Persian Government or yourself in the event of their contract being can- 
celled, we beg to state that our legal advisers have unhesitatingly expressed the opinion 
that Messrs. F.C, Strick and Co, can have no right of action against the Persian 
Government, nor could they enforce any legal claim against you in respect of a contract 
between the’ Persian Government and thersselven to which ‘You were no party, 

With reference to the following paragraph of your letier, we regret to sy that we 
have not yet succeeded in securing an admission from our Foreign Office that your 
concession has been unjustly token away, but His Majesty’s Government contends, on 
the other hand, that the question has not yet been proven by either the Persian 
Government or yourself, 

With reference to the enquity contained in this paragraph of your letter as to 
whether Messrs. F. ©, Strick and Co. could obtain the assistance of His Majesty's 
Government in support of a claim for the cancellation of their contract with the Perstan 
Government, we have no hesitation in saying that His Majesty's Government ure 
under every conceivable moral obligation to see that our rights and those of Mesera, 
Andrew Weir and Co, under the contract between us and you are not interfered with, 

nust further point out that they have previously promised to give you all the 
ction they unofficially can in relation to this concession. 

Wealso draw your attention to our letter to the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs of the 9th December, 1910, in which we wrote : 


“Tt has been intimated that His Majesty's Goverument must preserve an even 
dulance between two British subjects, but we have to point out that there is no question 
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of equality of treatment of ourselves and Messrs. Strick in this matter if the Muin-ut- 
concession cannot be shown to have lapsed. Mr. Strick’s oxide contract with the 
ernment was made long after the contract with Messrs. Andrew Weir 
¥, with full knowledge of the existence of the contract between the Muin-ut- 
‘Tujjar and this firm and of the risk he was running should the Muin-ut-Tujjar's right 
to the concession be established, and after being twice told he could not rely upon the 
support of Hs Majesty's Government, who wero plaiged to suppor us and ve ventaro 
to submit without hesitation that from first to last the whole sequence of events shows. 
that upon a conflict of interests Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. and ourselves are, upon 
ple of fairness, entitled to ask for this support in preference torany claims of 
‘ck, based, as h and ean only be, upon a contract which he knew to be 

made in violation of the Muin-ut-Tajjar concession,” 


‘To this letter the Foreign Office replied on the 15th Decomber, 1910, and in 
roforence to the paragraph we have just cited wrote :— 


m_ to observe that it is quite true that 

sk and Co, have acted in this matter with full knowledge of the 

ws of the ease andl of the risk of loss to themselves which would be involved 

on the part of the Persian Government to prove that the Muin-ut-Tujjar's 

concession lapsed as they assert, Messrs, Strick are ‘also aware of the undertakings 

iven by His Majesty's Government to yourself and to Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co., 
themselves never received or éven solicited any promise of support 


We again wrote to the Forvign Office on the 5th January, and our letter contains 
the following sentence 


“Both tho Porsian, G wnt and Messrs, F. ©, Strick and Co, were distinetl 
warned by His Ma ‘umnent—the former, that they would. be held responsible 
for any injury to British interests, and tho latter, that His Majesty's Government were 
pledgéd to sipport the contract with the Muin-ut-Tujjar’ : 


In favo of this, it ig quite clear to us that His Majesty's Government would under 
no eirevmstances assist Messrs, Strick and Co, in py fi 
consequent upon the Persian Government doi 
the remstatement of youself in the rights of your concession and of Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co, and ouiselyes in the rights of our contract, 

‘The letters fiom which we have quoted you extracts have been sent to you by 
permission of His Majesty's Government, and there ean be no doubt that you are 
tontitled to make any tise You think fit of Ueir contents. 

Wer rv, moreover, other reasous why His Majesty's Government could not give 
support to any claim of this deseription as against you, 

y oubtlees recoleee that sein tho posslility wos, wider discussion of the 

mation of an Enyzlish limited company for the working of this oxide business, in’ an 

Ww hetwweon Mr. Marling and yourself the former told you that once tlhe compa 
vl the legation would be legally hound to give it its best protection and that 
so long as thors Were British shareholders in the concern you could trust them at. all 
events to seo that their interests were properly cared for, Mr, Marling further told 
you that you had had dealings for many years with us, and if you had the same 
fidence tn us that we reposed in you, you ted feel no uneasiness, but that we would 
safeguard yo to thw best of our ability, and see that the concern 
the ssistan ton a British company, it would be entitled at 
the lind of His Majesty's Government, 

Tt is quite true that the company was never formed, but.as the contract was made 
instead of the company, and pending its formation, with the fill knowledge and consent 
of Hix Majesty's Government, who gave assurances of protection, there is no doubt 
our mind of the bindivg nature of the assuruices given to you by Mr. Matl 
indeed, doos His Majesty's Gove e the obl 

We, morover, wrote you at the ti His Ma 
and could not, in tespect of other qu y improper use of the positic 
dependency in whieh you might: he pl oxide company, but thi 
Majesty's Government has also sati promise of protection made in 
respet of this business would not bis used int bh are to bear tipon you in other 
matters where your interests conflict with those of other British subjects. 

Vhis assurdince x you tipon the highest authority, and you will be uite 
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safe in assuming that His Majesty's Government will not support, as against you, any 
claim such as that in question. 
Wo are, &e, 
ELLINGER xp Co, 


Enclosure 4 in No, 171. 


Extract of Letter from Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to the Muin-ut-Tujjar, dated 
‘October 30, 1911. 


WE reply in this letter to the longer of your two letters of the 7th instant, 

We note the view expressed to you by the Minister that as Maas, Strick have 
taken on themselves to answer all our legal claims in this matter (by which we. 
understand you to mean our claim) has to be referred to arbitration [eic}, and that a 
tribunal must decide whether we have or have not a legal right. 

‘We note also that the Minister's view appears to have been favourably rogarded 
by you, and that you would wish us to act in the way suggested. 

‘We must point out at once that the Minister's suggestion is founded upon a totally 
mistaken view of our position. ‘ 

Messrs. Strick have nothing to do with our claim, and no contract between them 
and the Persian Government cau have anything to do with our rights, < 

Our Foreign Office have all through gnised that our contract was entered 
into with the active support of His Majesty's Government, and that, they ave pledged 
“to support our claim against the Persian Government if that Government acted 
wrongly and otherwise against you. Whether the Persian Government can fall back 
upon Mr, Strick in the event of our claim being made good against, them is a matter 
that does not concer vs in any way, and we could not allow aay quostion regueling 
our rights to be dealt with in any arbitration or by any tribunal, whose only duty. could 
bo to ascertain whether the Pérsian Government are entitled to any. protection as 
between themselves and Messra, Strick. 





(43063) No. 172, 


7. ‘ Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 31.) 
jo. 531.) : 
fei phic.) Decode, Teliran, October 31, 1911. 

eh of first contingent of cavalry was completed yesterday. No 
casualties, 


(42821) No, 173. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G Barelay. 
(No. 326) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Ofice, October 31, 1911, 
SONSULAR escorts. 

India Office concurs in viow that consular guards should bo stationed at Shiraz, 
Bushire, and Ispahan, and agrees that a place where there is no consulate doos not 
require the protection of a squadron, 

Reference is to your telegram No. 527 of 27th October. 





(48478) No. 174, 
Question asked in the House of Commons, October 31, 1911, 


Colonel Vate,—To ask the Secretary of Stute for Foreign Affairs whether, considering 
the effect a ‘Trans-Persian railway will have on British and Indian. trade in 
Southern Persia, steps will be taken to fix the break of gauge between the Indian 
and Russian railways at Ispahan, or to the north or west of that place, and not 
anywhere to the east or south of it, 


[1524] 2A 
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Answer. 


hee a ; : seemed 

‘Tho whole question is still under consideration, and is not sufficiently advance 
for decisions to Be taken on all points of detail; but, of course, if a scheme nr 8 
‘Vrans-Persian railway matures sufficiently, such points as that referred to in the 
question will be carefully considered, 





[43479] No. 175. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, October 31, 1011. 


Mr. King—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether Indian troops 
have been sont to Porsiay if 80, whether the Persian Government concurred in 
this action; whether the object for which the troops were sent has been attained ; 
‘and whether a probable date can be named for their return. 


Answer. 


‘Tho answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. The Persian 
Government have not concurred, The object for which the troops were sent—namely, 
the vafoty of British lives and property at Bushiro.and elsewhere—has not, in the 
opinion of His Majesty’s Government, yet been attained. ‘The Porsian Government 
have been informed that, as soon as they have succeeded in putting into operation an 
offective scheme for the restoration of security, the reinforcements of the British 
consular escorts will be withdrawn, It is not yot possible to name a probable date 
‘when the measures in question will have heen excoutod by the Persian Government. 





(43177) No. 176. 
India Office to Foreign Offic —(Received November 1.) 


‘MIE Under-Socretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of the Marquess of Crewe, 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of enclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of dated the 12th October, 


to the desire of the Russian milita in Seistan to travel by the 


India Office, October 31, 1911. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 176. 
Consul O'Connor to Government of India. 


Sir, Birjand, Auguat V7, 1911. 
T HAVE the honour to inform you that I have recently received, through the 
intermediary of the Russian consul, a letter from Captain Tsvetkoff, the Russian 
ilitary attaché in § which Captain Tsvetkolf informs me that on the 
1 of his term of servica in Seistan at the beginning of next year (1912) he is 
isit India, and he asks me to submit to the Government of India his 
application for permission to travel to India vid the Nushki route. If the Government 
of India will favour me with a reply to this application I will duly transmit it to 
Captain Tovetko, 
> Thave, &e. 


W. F. O'CONNOR, Major. 


OL 


Enclosare 2 in No. 11 
Government of India to Consul O'Connor, 


Sir, Simla, October 12, 1911, 

TAM directed to refer to your letter dated the 17th August, 1911, communicating 
a request made by Captain Tsvetkoff, the Russian military attaché in ‘Seistan, that. ho 
may be permitted to travel to India via the Quetta-Seistan trade route, 

2, The Government of India recret that they are unable to sanction the proposal, 
and Iam to request that a suitable reply in this sense may be communicated to 
Captain Tsvetkoff. 

Thave, &, 
E. H, S. CLARKE, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 





[43269] No. 177, 


no. 350) Pat Granville to Sir Bateard Grey —(Recived November 2) 
0. 332, 2 
Six, Berlin, October 81, 1911. 
THE “‘Vossische Zeitung” of last night contained an article in regard to. Persia 
entitled “The Russian mask falls,” written in connection with tho news of the lan 

of Russian soldiors at Enzoli, and a report that the adherence of tho. ex-Shal had 
received the armed support of Russian troops in an engagement with tho Governinent 
forces, 

‘This article asserts that the fact of tho simultaneous landing of Russian and British 
troops in North and South Persia respectively clearly revealed the existence of 
previous arrangement between the two Powers aimed at the subjugation of Porsia, Tt 
could no longer be doubtful, it says, that definite agreements existed between Great * 
Britain and Russia, not only in regard to their respectjve spheres of influence in Persia, 
but also providing for the support of the coup dat attempted. by tho ex-Shal, 
Mohammad Ali, Denials had been issued by both Goyermments, but Russia had now 
thrown off hermask. Hitherto the ex-Shah had met with nothing but roverses, bit now 
Russian troops were marching with him and, in order to ensure his safe advaneo, 
Russia was sending reinforcements to Persia, 

Tho article adds that, as the * Vossischo Zeitung” announced in July Inst, the 

sso-Persian arrangement provided that, in return for the support of Mohammad Ali, 
Russia was to be pormitted to undertake the ‘‘tunification” of Northorn Porsia, 
England had, it says, expressed her concurrence in this scheme, on the undorstanding, 
that she should be allowed to take similar action in Southern Persit, 
Thaye, &e. 
GRANVILLE. 





[43357] No. 178, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Haward Groy.—(Received November 2.) 
(No, 532) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Levan, N 

USSIAN troops at Resht. 

Please see my telegram No, 528 of the 30th ultimo. 

Tam informed by my Russian colleague that. ho has made a yerbal communication 
to the Persian Government to the effect that the hundred men who have just diseme 
barked at Enzeli are reliefs for the Russian consular escort at Resht, 

‘Thore are certain outstanding Russian claims at Resht, and T gather that the tino 
expired men will be retained there pending a settlement, 
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[43360] No. 179. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.— (Received November 2.) 
(No. 533.) 
(olegraphic,) P. Tehran, November 2, 1911. 
TN a private telegram T reported on the 16th October that the Russian consul- 
general Thad. interfered by foree with the seizure of certain properties of the ex-Shah's 
brothers, which had been confiseated in consequence of the part their owners had taken 
in the insurrection, 
‘The circumstances were briefly reported to the "Times in telegrams from Tehran, 
dated the 9th October and the 10th October, as follows 







a) 
“Tehran, October 9. 

“ The treasurer-general, in accordance with an order of the Cabinet, to-day sent 
an official of his department with five Treasury gendarmes to make an inventory of 
Shoa-cs-Sultaneh’s ‘lchran property, which the Government has confiscated to the 
Crown, ‘Two members of the Russian consulate in uniform, with ten Russian Cossacl 
ordered thom to retire, threatening to fire. Tho party retired. 

“The incident 80 far is unexplained, as Shoa-es-Sultaneh claims Turki 
Russian, protection. ‘The matter has now been referred to the Russian Minister 
































(2) 
“iran, October 10. 

“Two furthor incidents took place yesterday in connection with the confiscation of 

tho varions properties of Shoa-cs-Sultanch. Russian Cossacks with consular officials 
‘wore present at each property, They arrested five ‘Treasury gendarmes who were sent 
With «Treasury official to make the inventory, and took them on mules to the Russian 
couslate. 
‘To-day a strong body of ‘Treasury gendarmerie marched to Shon-es-Sultanch's 
pal property, where they found » smuall guard of Persian Cossacks only. ‘They 
Ai the guard and took possession. ‘The Russian Cossacks aro now said to have 
‘withrayn from all the properties. 

"Al these proceedings appear to havo been dus tothe initiative of M. Pokhitonof, 
tho Russian consul-genoral, The Russian Minister has rectified the matter, and the 
Jnoident nowy seems to be closed, excopt that the Persian Government is addressing a 
protest against the action of the eonsul-general.” 

















As you will see from theso telegrams, the action of the Russian consul- 1 was 















dircetod against the goiauro of certain properties of Shoa-es-Sultanch, who is not a 
Russian subject, 

wssinn Minister is to-day demanding, in accordance with orders from 
St. Petersburgh, the withdrawal from the Shoa- 








Sultaneh’s proportion ‘of Shuster’s 
gendarmes, who have be ion sinico the disavawal by the Russian r 
Of the cousul-yenoral’s action. These properties being mortgaged to the Russian bank, 
fund one of them being Teased to a Russian subject, the Russian Minister, while 
Uisipproving the consulgoneral’s action, had mado ‘all proper reserves with the 
Persian Government as to Russian rights, but the Russian Goverament bases its 
demand on the fact that Shuster's gendarmes were sent to take possession without. 
previous notice having been given to tho Russian consulate-general. 

M. Poklowsky is further to demand a formal apology for an incident alleged to 
nye occurred on the 10th October at the principal. property in qnestion, when the 
gondarmes in possession are said to have pointed their rifles at two passing oflicials of 
the consulate-general and at the consulate-general itself, which is close to the property. 
This story is disputed by the officer commanding the gendarmes, and the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs had offered the Russian Minister reparation for this incident in the 
event of confirmation of the story of the Russian consular officials after joint enquiry. 
‘Tho Russian Government reject this proposal, and demand au apology forthwith. 
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[43506] No. 180, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Roceived November 2.) 





(No. 534.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
APPOINTMENT of Lecoffre, 
Mr. Lecoffre, a British subject and a man with strong sympathies for the Persian 
jonalist party, has been appointed by Shuster as a treasury agent at Tabreez. 


Tehran, November 2, 1911, 











N 















For the last two years Lecoffre has been employed by the Pei 


G 
but before that he was in the Imperial Bank's service, aia al 








[43684] No. 181. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 


(Se. 138) 
ir, cee Foreign Office, Nocomber2, 1911, 
‘THE Persian Minister came to ask ne to-day, privately aid confidentially, whether 
Thad reason to suppose that Russia intended to occupy Northern Persia, or to gond 
a largo fore there 
replied that the Russian Government had taken no decision, except to send | 
100 men to Resht and 160 to Ispaban ay an inerease of consular guards, Should they 
decide to do anything else, we should, of course, hear of it from them, 
The Persian Minister pressed mo'a great deal as to Russian intentions. 
Tsaid that T could not tell him any more than I had already told him, but T was 
sure that, if tho Persian Government maintained a friendly attitude towards tho 
Russian Government, the latter would not take any such step as hie feared, 
He remarked that a Russian gunboat hind assisiod tho ‘urcomana who wore 
fighting for the ex-Shab, and had landed troops to the wost of Astrabad, 
Tsaid that I had not heard of this, but T would enqui 

















(44100) No, 182. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, November 2, 1911. 


Mr, Dillon —To ask the Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs on what grounds the 
British Government supported the Russian Govornment, in resisting the appoint- 
ment of Major Stokes by the Persian Government, and whether he ean now lay 
upon the table all the correspondence which passed between the British and the 
Russian Governments and the British and the Persian Governments in reference 
to this proposed appointment, 




















Answer. 









What we have done is to refuse to facilitate. the appointment of Major Stokes by 
accepting his resignation, ‘The ground for doing so is that it is not consistent with | 
tho spirit of the Anglo-Russian agreement that we should direotly or indirectly 
promote the employment of a British officer to control gendarmerie in tho north of 
Persia. We might ourselves have taken objection if the Russian Government. had 
Promoted the employment of a Russian officer to coutrol gendarmerie in the part of 

ersia next to the Indian frontier, and we aro bound to act reciprocally, It is not 
proposed to lay separate papers ou this point, but I will see if they can be included in 
the next Persian Blue Book. ‘ 






































[43405] 
India Office to Foreign Ofiec—(Reeeived November 3.) 





THE Under-Scerctary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of Stato for Foreign Afairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of Stato, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 27th October, 1911, 
relative to Major Stokes. 


India Office, November 2, 1911, 














Enclosure in No. 183, 





‘The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India 





(Pelographie.) P. India Ofiee, October 27, 1911. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram dated the 20th ultimo. "Acceptance of Stokes's 
Tosignation should now be refused, and he should be informed that, in the case of an 
offer who tensors his resignation solely for. the purpose of taking service under a 
foreign Vowor in ciroumstances which make his action detrimental to British interests, 
in the opinion of Mis Majesty's Government, the latter are unable to advise the King 
to accept the resignation, aoe 

If you sce no objection, Stokes should be ordered to rejoin his regi 
possible delay, as itis very desirable that he should leave Persia as soon 

















nt with least 
possible. 











(43406) No. 184. 


India Ofice to Voreign Osice—(Received November 8.) 


DHE Under-Seorotary of State for India presents his compliments, to the Under- 

tury of Stato for Forvign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 28th October, 
1911, rolativo to troops for Persia. 


Inia Office, November 2, 1911, 


















Snclosure in No. 184. 
The Marquevs of Crewe to Government of India. 


(tel 





phic.) 2 India Off 
TROOPS for Porsia, Seo your telegram dated the 21st October. I’ approve 
arrangements proposed. Regiment of cavalry for Bunder Abbas is not re«ui 















(43455) 





No. 185, 


Ludia Ogice (o Foreign Ogice.—(Received November 3.) 





India Office, November 2, 1911, 
WITH refurenco to your letter of the 26th August regarding the proposed stirvey 
of the country between Bushire and Shiraz with a view to the construction of a motor 
roud, Lau directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the information 
of the Svoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from the Goverament 
of India reporting the estimated cost of the operation (9392) Lam to suggest that the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury should be moved to accept half of this amount as 
av charge on British revenues, 



















Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE, 
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Enclosure in No. I 





Government of India to the Marquess of Creve. 
(Tolographia) P. 
ee 








as follows — 








1,200 rupees per mensem for sala 


two surveyors with khallasies and 600 
mensem for escort of local levies ; 100 
100 rupees per mensem for transport, 


for tents, instruments, &e, 
Total for three months, 14,086 rupoo 





including 5 per cent, contingencies. 





Octotier 18, 1911, 
‘ASE refer to your telegram dated the 81st August, 1911, Hopkins estiiuates 
cost of survey between Shiraz and Bushire, proposed duration of which is three months, 


xy + 800 rupees per mensem for travelling allow- 
ance; 400 rupees per mensem for deputation allowanee ; 600 rupees per mensem for 
Tupees per mensem for transport ; 100° rupees per 

"upees per mensein for ferrushes and khallsies 
Estimate also includes following lump sums : 
L168 rupees for passages to and fiom Bushire of surveyors and khallasies ; 2,000 rupees 








































[44208] No. 186. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 








THE Persian Minister called this afternoon and eomp 
consul nt Astrabad was encouraging and assisting the ex-Shab, 
‘Turkowans were in the following of the latter, 

He also comp 
and Germany, an 
territory 















‘A gard to the first complaint the Russians had denied that their authorit 
i any way eneouraging the ex-Shal, and in regard to the second, they bd pn 
to give onlers to their customs officials to prevent the trv 

ld not griaranteo that the articles might nob be amugeled the 
A. Nicolson asked the Minister what he wished ts to do, 
























ie) the reports which res 
werument, Sir A. Nicolson said that he doubted if the Russians 
using the ex-Shab, as the latter would be 
1 Lhe Minister ssid there were Russian Turkomans with the ex-Sbah,” Sic AN 
said that there were also Russ Circa: ns and Russian At 
nationalist foreos, so the balance was maintained, 
Sir A. Nicolso 
we bad no ground fo 

















Tam, & 
















(43552) No. 187, 


Sir. G, Barclay to Sir Bdweard Grey.— (Received November 4) 





. 535.) 
(Telezraphie) R. 

MY telegram No. 505 of 19th October. 
Tn case of enquiry from Russian 
ister telegraphed yesterday that he w 
organisation of gendarmerie. 

















MM 





living with Shuster and probably 





Foreign Office, November 3, 1911, 
1 that the Russian 
and that several Russian 


wed that the ex-Shah had ordered arms and ammunition in Franot 
that these consignments would have to pass through Russian 





t of thy munitions, though 


We could not 


intervene in the matter, aud we could not go to the Russiavs and say that wo 
Aishelieved all they said and gave credence to all 
¢ 


od the Persian 


iore formidable if they were doing so. 





ans with the 


wtted not to bo able to give him anytiving to console him ; but 


anny, 








Tehran, November 4, 1911. 


‘ernment as to doings of Stokes, Russian 



















a 
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(43684) 





No. 188, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
Re se0.) 

‘elegraphic.)_ P Foreign Office, November 4, 1911. 
EX-SHAH, ee 
Thaye received 

west of Astrabad b 
fighting on ex-Shak 
Please ascert 





complaint from Persian Minister that troops have heen landed 


fivssian gun-boat, which has assisted Tureowmans who were 
le. 


‘a and report if there is any confirmation of this, 











£43672) No. 189, 







Sir @. Barclay to Sin Bdward Grey.—(Received November 5 


a 
48D Russian support for ex-Shab. 
A story has boon current here that Rus 
x reported in my telegram No. 525 of th 
wy the Persian Minister (seo your teleggra: 
a version of this stor 
No. confirmation of the story has reached me. My only reliable source of 
information for events in the Astrabad district is the Russian Minister, who states thet 

the story has no foundation, 

{A fow bluejackets were landed at Bender Gez after the fighting was over, because 
ed ‘signs of looting. ‘The Naval station at Asurade gave medical 
wounded Government troops were taken to 


Tehran, November 5, 1911. 





troops landed and took part in the 
th October. ‘The statement made to 
‘0. 320 of yesterday's date) is probably 
























ernment troops are still in the shelter of the Russian agency at 
large number took bast after the fighting, 





Bender Gez, where 





(48673) 





- 190, 


Sin G. Barclay to Sir Bdieard Grey —(Reevived November 6.) 
















(No, 5 

(Delographic,) Tehran, November 5, 1911. 
CONFISCATED propertios and Russo-Porsian i 
T x00 no sign yot of the Persian Govern i 





; liating demands 

which I reportod in my telegram No, miber as being made by the 

Russian Minister. Ttis clear that the; emands are aimed at the t asurer-general, 
AV messi ‘hod me this morning from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, in 


which his Exeellency urged ime to nse my influence with the Russia Minister’ fer 
ioderation, 
1 replied that the Persian Goverumont woul 
and I pointed out th 
Gov 




















th the dem: 


do well to comply 
fy demands whi 


the Russian Minister could not 
nment had formulated after careful deliberation, 














(43686) 








Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced November 6,) 


(No. 810.) 







St. Petersburgh, October 
iononrt to report that on the ree 





1911, 

















pt of your telegram No. G46 of 
i FE comnnt peril Ministiy for. Forclgn Ala 
idoeménire, of which copy. is enclos ning then of the steps which His 
{esty’s Govermmont aro taking with a view to strengthening the consular ruande ce 
Bushive, Shiraz, and Ispaban, 


Thave, &, 
nual 
————————————— 







O'BEIRN! 



























Enclosure in No. 191, 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Mf, Nératof by Mr. O'Beirne, 


PAR son aide-mémoire daté du 23 septembre (6 octobre), le Minist8re Impérial a 
Dien vouls exprimer Ie désir etre tenu an eourant de la. suito qui serait, donnée aw 
Projet da Gouvernement britannique de renforcer les escortes consulaires en certaines 
villes du midi de la Porse ainsi qu’a Tspahan. 

Le Gouvernement de ‘Sa Majesté a maintenant décidé de ne pas, pour le moment, 
mettre en exéeution les mesures projetées en co qui concerne Bender Abbas, Kerman. 
et Bam, et d'envoyer en Perse un offectif. de 400 hommes soulemont, qui soront 
répartis, dans la discrétion de Sir George Barclay, entre les consulats de Bouchir, 
Chiraz et Ispahan. Le premier contingent de ces hommes devait arriver 4 Bouchir 
hier, le 13 (26) octobre, et le second arrivera dans lo courant de novembre (8.8). 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté a fait savoir au Gouvernement porsin quo 
seul le danger qui menagait la personne et la propriété de sujets Uwtanniques & Chiraz 
et ailleurs avait motivé Je renforcement des escortes consulaires ; que le Gouverno. 
ment de Sa Majesté verrait avee plaisir quo le Gouvernement persin preino likméme 
des mesures pour ramenor ordre, et pour rétablir la sécurité sur les routes suivies 


Par le commeree, et que, aussitét ce but atteint, les renforts des escortes. consulaires 
seront retirés de la Perse, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 14 (27) octobre, 1911. 














(43690) No. 192, 
Mr. O'Beivne to Sir Rakoard Grey—(Reecived November 6.) 
No. 322; 
ir, 





. Petersburgh, November ®, 1911, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 260 of the 20th ultimo, T have the honour to 
state that Thad a somewhat hurried conversation yesterday. with Mr. Seliginan, who 
left for London tho samo evening. T gathored from’him that ho is fairly atisfiod with 
the result of his interviews with M. Kokovtzoff and IM. Nératof. Tt appears to havo 
boon arranged that if the proposed Ioan is coucluded the Russian Bank will appoar a 
signatories of the loan contract jointly with Messrs. Seligman, and they participate to 
some extent in the loan. Mr, Seligman expressed to me his porfect. willingness that 
the Russian Bank, and also, if desired, the Imperial Bank should he represented on 
any kind of board of control that might be set up in ‘Tehran to watch over Persian 
Covernment expenditure. His sole anxiety was, he said, to ensure that the proceeds of 
the loan should not be squandered. Ho also did not seem at all inclined to insist on 
the treasurer-general having the solo selection of the various officials mentioned jn 
article 22 of tho draft contract enclosed in Sir (, Barclay's despatch No, 105 of the 
Ath September, 1911, 

M. Nératof, howover, spoke to me on the Ist instant as if tho question of tho Joan 
was still far from being decided. He said that it occurred to him that for the Russian 
Bank to join in it might be considered to bo taking sides in tho strugelo against the 
exShab. 1 asked whether he thovght that the ex-Shah still had any chances of 
fuceess, and he replied in the negative, but he then referred to the fact that the Crown 
lands in Azerbaijan, which wore part of the proposod security, wore at- present 
reat extent ont of the control of the Persian Government. In general, his Bxcellency 
gave me the impression that. the Russian Government have not yot' made up. their 
































tuinds on the subject of the proposed! transaction, 


Thaye, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





[43904] No. 193. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received November 6.) 
(No. 538.) 


(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 6, 1911, 
RUSSO-PERSIAN incident in connection with Shoa-os-Sultanch's property. 
Please see my telegram No, 537 of last night, 

[1524] 


Cc 
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T think that the upholding by the Russian Government of the violent action of 
their consul-geueral and the demands which they are making of the Persian Govern- 
iment, can only have been dictated by the determination on the part of Russia to upset 
the treasurer-general, for, as has in vain been pointed out to the Russian Goverament, 
by M. Poklewski, the ejection on the 9th October by the Russian Cossacks of Shuster’s 
gendarines from the property in question fully cancelled whatever offence there may 
have been in the Treasury gendarmes taking possession without previous formal 
notice being given to the Russian consulate-general, and as a result of assurances 
exchanged between Poklewski and Shuster the property was peaceably occupied 
con the 10th October, 

Shuster will, I fear, not agree to withdraw his gondarmes from the property, and 
he appears prepared to face all consequences of such action. 

You may bo taking somo steps with the Russian Government in the interest of 
moderation. If that is s0,T should be grateful if you would treat the information 
that a divergence of view has existed between the Russian Minister and his consul- 
general as entirely private and confidential, 




















(43908) No. 14. 
si 





G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Recewed November 6.) 

(600, 

Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 6, 1911. 
EX-SHAH, 
ii informed by the Persian Government that a Berlin firm reports that 

ton maxims bas been ordored for « Persian Pasha in Russia, ‘The Persian Govern- 

ment conclude that these guns are destined for Mohamet Ali who, I am informed, 

has also given an order in France for 5,000 rifles. 
‘Tho Russian Government have been informed of the above by th 

Minister. It might, however, be advisable in orde: 

arms through 





Russian 
ing of these 
nt to isque the necessary 
llanee with regard to their 


















{43903} No, 195, 





Sir 





Harelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeiced November 6.) 
(No. 540.) 
(otegraphic.) Tehran, November 6, 1911. 

MY tolograt No. 534 of 2nd November. 

Russian Minister has been instructed to protest ag 
at Tabreez. 
Ho tolls mo that his ¢ 
Have you any 








t Locoffro’s appointment 








erniment expect me to join this protest. 
structions ? 











(43925) No. 106. 





Sir G. Rarelay to Sir Edward Grey.— Received November 6.) 













Phe Persian 
Government 
Judignient y 
thouiselves ready’ to hold a 
As the Russian Government formulat 
thoy can livrdly be expected to draw back. 


jovernment maintain their innocence and declare that the Russian 
mot have fully grasped the facts of the case when forming their 
y invite a full elucidation of all the circumstances and declare 













d their demands after long deliberation 
The reply of the Persian Government thus 
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creates a serious situation, and this is enbanced by the fact that the Russian Minister 
haying expressed his disapproval of an incident which arose through the unprovoked 
violence of his consul-general, the predicament of the Russian Government of having 
to press the incident to a finish becomes a still more awkward one. 

‘The above information can be used at St. Petersburg, if necessary, as I havo 
drafted this after consultation with my Russian colleague. 









[48926] No, 197. 


© Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Baward Grey.—(Reeeived November 6.) 
(No, 265.) 


(Telegraphie.) P. Bt. Pet 
Oe SEHSIA. 


@ conversation which I had with Mf. Nératof to-day, lis Execllenoy 
pessimistically about the situation in Persia, and said thav at present extren 
relations existed between the Imperial Goverament and that of Persia, 
‘an incident which took place some time ago, when some of Shuster’s gendarmes came 
into conflict with Persian: Cossacks, whom the Russian consul-goneral ad plod ns a 
guard over certain property. ‘Tho Russian bank had interests in the property. in 
question which the Persian Government desired to seize, Tn eonsequetice of “this 
incident, the Persian Government had demanded that the Russian consul-general should 
be recalled. ‘The note formulating this demand had of course been returned to, the 
Persian Government by M, Poklowaki, ‘The incident would be considered closed if 
the Persian Government agreed to accept the retum of the note, but. in the event of 
their paiting in domandling the raul of the consul-gencral, the situation would 








rsbuergh, November 6, 1011, 






















in 
rendered very serious, He did not know what the action of the Imperial, Government 
would lo in that case, 

M, Nératof farther said that three Englishmen hadnow been appointed by Mr, Morgan 
Shuster to bo assistant treasurers at Tabreee, Shiraz, and Tepahan respectively. No tho 
Shiruz and Ispahan appointinents, the Russian Government raised io objections, but the 
‘Tabroez appointment was to be given to a M. Leooffte, who was known for his personil 
hostility to Russia. Instructions had accordingly ‘been sent. to. M, Polelewaki_ to 
protest against M. Lecoffte's appointment, and” it was essential that the Porat 
Government should give way on this point. 

Nératof readily accepted an assurance which I gave him that Sir G, Barclay 
dn itowladge of ppointinents, T begged that his Excolle 
of the Persian Government giving an unsatisfactory reply on the subject 
and for the consul-yeneral’s recall, would let me have early notige of tho fact, 
and this he promised that he would do. 







































[43927] No. 108. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecined November 





(No. 266.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, November 6, 1911. 
MY telegram No, 265 of the 6th November, 

In our conversation to-day, M. Nératof discussed the question of how Me, Shust 

could be prevented from persisting in his defiant action, He still seemed to be of 

i ng to the Seligman. loan, 

he event of that loan being concluded, certain conditions’ with to finan 

i control of expenditure, &e, M. Nératof did not seem to think thit 

nt action was called for at present on the part of the two representatives at 

















opinion that the desired end could bo achioved y att 
ct 











It is possible that the whole question of Mr, Shuster's position may be brought. to 
point by the proposed nomination of M, Leoofire at Tabrecy, 
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% 506) No. 199. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay, 

(No. 830. 

(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Ofice, November 6, 1911. 
APPOINTMENT of M. Lecoffre : see your telegram No. £34 of 2nd November. 
Russian Government are sure to be annoyed at this appointment, and it is not 

unlikely that they will defend their interests by energetic measures, which might even 

go as far as an occupation of Northern Persia, You should advise Shuster most 
strongly to do all in his power to conciliato the Russian Legation, and point out the 
probable result of continued provocation on his part. He should be made to under- 
stand clearly that Russian Government have it in theit power to employ means which 
would seriously impndo the discharge of his duties, and which it would bo impossible 
for him to withstand. He must be made to see that the Russians are sure to take 
measures for tho protection of their own interests if administrative posts in their 
sphere of interest aro filled by British subjects, and that His Majesty's Government 
cannot doprecato such measures, as it would be contrary to the spirit of the convention 

of 1908, 

._, His Majesty's Government are pledged to avoid any displacement of Russian 

influenco by British in, tho north, and the Russians are gaining the impression that 

under cover of Shuster's administration this is being done. 






































(42612) No. 200, 


Sir Baward Grey to M. Canton. 





SEORETARY SIRE, GREY has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the 
memorandiim which M. Cambon was ood enough to address to him on the 24th October, 
respecting tho offer by the Persian i 
Ministry of Public Tnstrnetion, and to 
Government havo no obj 

Foreign Office, 

November 6, 1911, 











[44016] No. 201, 


Mesarn, 





Hinger and Co. to Foreign Offce.—(cteccived November 7.) 
Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, November 4, 1911. 
to Mr, Mallet's letter of the 8th August, 1911, we have now 
sidering tho observations made hy Sie 
iy Mr. Maxwell that the concession had been taken away 
from the Muin because the Persian Government elaimed that it had lapsed in 1906, and 
that Mr. Mating hud seen the document upon which the statement was based, andi 
soomed to allurd good grounds for the conte 
Mr, Langley further wrote us on the 
contention was that the 


of the provisions of the firman granted in 1895, but did not exte 
that the Muin-at-Tuj 


ujjar had produced what. professed to 
firman, but that the paper was obviously worthless, and the inf 
tures wore forged, 

he Muiti-ut 


“WIN x 
dat opportunity 
Wo ware original 




















alter some a 








it, and, further, 
a copy of the alleged 
ene was that the sigua- 















ris told when he came to the legation that the balance of 
to bo against him, and that he must. produce proofs 
at this stage stated it to be their o 


that the eonees 








His Majesty's 
the evidenee availab 

Mr, Langley, 
writes to us = 









t no absolute conclusive evidence to show whether the contention 
‘of the Persi 


ernment or that of the Muin is valid, but the balance of evidence is 
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distinctly in favour of the former, since Muin consistently refuses to produce the déou: 
ments by which, as he asserts, he could establish his rights, and thus declines to take 
the step by which, if he is telling the truth, the controversy could at once be ended in 
his favour.” 


On the 7th March, 1911, Mr. Langley writes us that Sir George Barclay could not 
say what proof the Persian Government could produce of their contention that the 
ease was revocable at will except that afforded by an assertion that their action was 
taken in virtue of their sovereign rights and in conformity with religious law and with 
custom. He accordingly proposed to usk for an opportunity to inspect the diferent 
firmans bearing oa the case, and made the application, but was informed in. reply 
that the Persian Government were not in possession of copies of the original lease 
and firman, and that it was in the absence of these documents that the fir 
‘was granted in confirmation of the Muin-ut-Tujjar's lease, 

You wil thus see thatthe Muin-ut-Thijar was originally condeinned and refed 
the protection to which he was entitled, and of which he had been assured by His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran, on the ground that he would not. produee the original 
firman of 1895, and that later this protection was suill withheld on the same ground, 
although the Persian Government were also unable to produce the firman, in question, 
and had stated that the firma of 1904 had been granted because the original rman 
was not in existence, 

We may here point out that 
produice the firman of 1895, secing that. the Persian Government eould not produce it, 




















and gaw 
direct rel 
We be 


As far 
Minister at 
Muin-ut-Tujjar in case of foreign 
letter to the Muin-ut-Tujjar to this effect, 

On the 16th June, 1908, we wrote asking for assurances that the transfor from 
Mossrs, F.C, Strick and Co, to Messrs, Andrew: Weir and Co, would not interforo with 

nt support which the Muin-ut-Tujjar hud been allowed to understaid lw 
‘would receive from His Majesty's Legation in ‘Tehran, in ease of foreign interferons 
with his concession at Hormuzy and on the Sic EA. Gunpbell wrote ula 
as long as the enterpri » and we continued to fulfil the 
conditions subject to which the support of His Majesty's Government. was originally 
promised to us, we would continue to receive that support through His Majesty's Legation 
at Tebran. 

Mr. Mallet further wrote us on the Lith September, 1908, that in the course of « 
report received from Mr. Marling he expressed the opinion that the Muin-ut-Tuijar suspects 
that one reason for the warm interest which His Majesty's Goverumont aro displaying in 
this question is that they are seeking to induce him to place his Hormuz concession #0 Tar 
imder Beitish protection that tho logation will be able to use its position to bring 

ressure to bear on him in other matters in which there are British interests opposed to 
his own, and that if we could disabuse the Muin-ut-Tujjar’s mind of this suspicion, wlich 
Mr. Mallet states is of course quito unjustified, the chief difficulty in the way of retaining 
the trade in British hands would be removed, 

We pointed out in our reply dated the 24th Soptember that, whilst we had told 
the Muin-ut-Tujjar, in the identical words used by Mr, Marling, that His Majesty's 

ernment would not and could not in respest of other questions make any improper 
use of the position of dependency in which the Muin-ut-Tujar might be placed as 
regards the oxide company, and that His Majesty's Government had also satisfied us 


Use] 2D 





al action as lie properly could, to assist the 
renee with its concession, and would write 
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that any promise of protection made in respect of this business would not be used to 

Ting pressure to hear upon him in other matters where his interests eonflisted with 
those of other British subjects, notably with those of Messrs. Lynch, it appeared to ug 
HAL the Muin really entertained such suspicion, as we believed he did His Majestrs 
See ntalive on, the spot, and he alone, would be able to reassure ‘him, to eich 
Sir F. A. Campbell on the 30th September replied, that although Sir Edwart Grey was 
of opinion that our firm was in a better position to reassure the Muin as to the ates 
Haeea’ Mlesty’s Governinent towards ‘him than His Majesty’s chargé datas the 
latter would not, however, lose sight of the views expressed ii our letier cr the 24th 
September, 

In the summer of 1908, in view of the difculties encountered in the formation of 
the company which had been projected, the lato Mr. Wilson Fox tried to bring act 
contract with Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co, 

He wrote from Norway to Mr. Ellinger, on the 5th August :— 

{'1f tho proposed contract for the Muin-ut-Tujur breaks down, you wil lot th 
Foreign Offic know at once, I greatly hope. you will be able te ae 4 
‘ifieultios and complete the contract between Messrs, Strick and the Mus 

















h away the 





On the 10th August Mr. Ellinger wrote to the late Mr. Wilson Fox that the 
Hab ie contract with Measrs. F. C. Strick and Co, had fallen through, and ugaested 
that the best thing would be to go ahead with the formation of the company, 

On the 10th August Mr. Mallet wrote to Mr. Ellinger that he wastmich surprised 
to hear that Messrs. Strick and Co. refised to goon with the negotiations, wal thant 
Worerldtstppelnting afterall the trouble taken by Mr, Wilson Fox and Sir R. Ritehie 
‘we should not have been able to come to terms 

rte L7th August the Inte Mr. Wilson Fox wrote to Mr. Ellingor that Hi 
Malonty's Govarnment would profor the matter to go through in the form ra cates 


yi ossre. Strick and Co, if possible ; and in another lettorof the mame date ho wrens 
as follows :— 



























Frye that you will tise every endeavour to come to terma with Mr. Strick, 
Sorely you cin smooth over the diffoultien? They eaunor tog muperable, Thold a ve 

strong ‘opinion that a contract between the Muin and Mr for two and a-halt 
years is the host poliey, and wo ean consid mpany question later on. Pray make 
‘t erious effort ‘contract th Trl eat bo of any se, wire toe here, 




















Wo fi 








a qutther wrote on the 18th Novomber- that we had heard feom the Muin that a 
British firm was nogotiating with the Persian Legation in London for the purchase of 
the concesion fiom thy Persian Government, and that we. presnined that we-necwg ko 
ito correct ius tho Muin-ut-Tujjar that so long as tho sale of the oxide wes 
} our hands, no application to the British Government by any other British subjects for 
tho grant of Uh eoiesion of th land of Hormuz, and consequent confiseation of the 
concession tioyy h xpetuity by the Mui ir would receive the support o 
His Mijesty’s Goverument here or the Bi min T hve recived 
8 opty on tho 26th No 
‘order in giving tl 

Wor listhor seewits th 
accordatice with the sug 
Thad poin 

































protect him 


‘appli A contract 
rot pplication upon a contract made 


ta 15 the appearance of being made for the purpose 
roteetion, 


Xe is thus quite clase that the Muinsut-Tijjar was fully led to rely upon th 
olent proteotion of His Majesty's Government and. the assateger ood support 
Majesty's Leyeatio ran in the maintenance of his rights and of his 
Faint interpreted already by them, so long as we retained the trade in Brite 
hands, ail that, this protection would not. be withdrawn nor pressiee he Brought to 


bear upon him because his interests might be in conflict with then iti 
raat ight be in con those of other British 


All this, how 
























we regret to siy His Majesty's Legation in Tebran’ appears to 
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have entirely overlooked from the commencement of the controversy which arose early. 
in 1910 in this matter. 

We were informed at the ontset, and we were compelled to agree, that if it could 
be shown, as His Majesty's Government assured us, contrary to. their previously 
‘expressed opinion, they believed to be the case, that the Muin-utTujjar at the time of 
inaking his contract with Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, and ourselves was not entitled 
to the concession, and was now basing his claim to the same upon forged documents, we 
would not be able to enlist the support of His Majesty's Government in upholding’ the 
Muinsut-Tujjar’s position. But, as it now appears that. the belief thon expressed by 
His Majesty’s Goverment as to the outcome of the investigation was not correct, 
and that the whole question turns upon the interpretation of the firman of 1904, 
wenow ean and do claim as the Muin-ut-Tujjar’s agents the support and protection whioh, 
was promised to him, 

We must point out that the support of His Majesty's Legation in Tehran appears 
to have been withheld from the Muin-ut-Tujjar prior to the reoeipt of the information 
given by Vekil-ul-Roaya, 

On the 27th August, 1908, we were informed by Mr. Mallet that a telogram had 
just been received from the chargé d'affaires at Tehran, reporting that there existed 
serious danger that the Persian Government. might attempt to raise money. by 
cancelling the Muin-ut-Tufjar's concession and selling” similar concession to somebody 
else for w term of years, and on the Sst August, 1909, Mr. Mallet wrote that the 
existence of tho contract with Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, had been known for some 
time past to Messrs, F. C. Strick and Co,, and that. the obligation to maintain seoreoy 
a to tho contract was « source of difficulty to Sir Geo, Barclay in endeavouring ty 
prevent the cancellation of the Muin's concession, He also stated that these concessions 
appear to bo an imminent danger, and that Sir G, Barclay, by Sir E Grey's instructions, 
was doing all he could on the Muin-ut-Tujjar's behalf 

Sir F. A. Campbell wrote further on the 16th September that Sir Geo, Burclay was 
of opinion that the Muin had come to terms with the committee in regard to his 
‘concessions, 

Now, in the spring of 1910, when the concession was actually confiscated and the 
oxide sold to Messrs, 1, C. Strick and Co,, no such warning was given to us, although, 
in view of what had been previously communicated to isin the letter of tho Btxb Auguat, 
1909, to which we have just referred, it in impossible to suppose that what was boing 
done was not fully known to His Majesty's Governme 

On the Sth July, 1910, when the Mui 
Tehran, he was told that, the legation had no 
obliged to act, in accordance with the appearance of fucts, which appeared to. be 
against him, but if ho’ would produce proofs and not mere assertions, duo weight 
would be given to them, Whereas, in all fairness and justice, hi ntitled to receive 
from the legation promises of support and assistance instead of being held ut arm's 
Jength and assumed to be in the wrong, 

We bex to point out that the firman of 1904 on which His Majesty's Government 
based their assurances as to the perpetuity of the Muinsut-'ujjar’s rights haw been it 
the possession of the legation in Tehran witice the end of 1908, 

We cannot, agres that the interpretation of this firman hangs solely on the 
meaning of the Persian word translated ag “henceforth,” and we maintain that, upon 
4 fiir eaing of the whole document, no reasonable ground ean be shown for altri 
the interprstation originally, and, as we submit rightly, put. upon it by His Majesty's 
Government. 

It is for the Persian Government to prove their case, and, in the absence of such 
proof, we respectfilly eall upon His Majesty's Government to fulfil their pledges and to 

nt to the Muin-ut-Tujjar that protection and support which he and wo, his agents, 
Fad een led to expect hecrould mecve'n tine ot eee 
We wish particularly to say that this letter is’ written by us only as agents 
of the Muin-ut-Tujjar and in “his interests, and is entirely” distinct from? our 
communications relating to the rights of Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co, and ourselves, 
Wo are, &e, 
ELLINGER axp Co, 





















jar_ called at the legation in 
to injure his interests, but was 
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[48990] No. 202. 


Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Ofice.—(Reeeived Noember 7.) 

Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, November 6, 1911, 

WE bog to call your attention to the fact that the whole of the ease of the Persian 
Government disputing the rights of the Muin-ut-Tujjar to the Hormuz concession has 
now collapsed, and rests, according to Sir G. Barclay’s statement, as contained in your 
Tower of tho 8th August, 1011, solo upon the interpretation of the firman of 1904. 
is Majesty's Government havo interpreted this document as conferring on the 

‘Tujjar rights in perpetuity, and there is no longer any reason for His Majesty's 
Government, to withhold from Mesors. Andrew Weir and Co. and ourselves. the 
Pretsetion which vas promiged us, and on tho strength of which the contract with the 
Muin-nt-Tujjar was entered into, 

On tho 23rd January, 1911, Mr. Mallet wrote us in a letter that His Majesty's 
Government would very shortly press the Persian Government in the strongest manner 
to produce proofs of their assertion, and that, pending the result of this step, Sir Fs 
Groy was unable, after careful consideration of the arguments advanced by us, to 
modify the view expressed in a letter from your Office of the 15th December as to the 
prevention of shipments by othors than Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. 

the Loth June, AOL (that i to say, aftor laps of six mouths), we addressed 
4 lettor in which we again claimed that His Majesty's Government should notify the 
Porsian Govornmont tnt shipments of oxide by ethers than, Mewes wales Woe 
gnd Go, would not be parmittod, Io this Mfr Mallet ropied, ina lettor dated the 
2nd August, 1911, that His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran had beon instructed to present 
‘welaim to the Persian Goyornment on our behalf and on that of Messrs, Andrew Weir 
and Co,, and that his attention had been drawn to the points raised in our lettor of the 
16th Jing, 

We havo not since heard what has been done, and must again call upon His 
Majesty's Government to seo that tho shipments by others than Messrs, Andrew Weir 
and Co, are discontinued, pending a satisfactory sottloment of tho question at issue. 

‘The matter is of tho utmost urgency, as the stock of oxide which Messrs, F.C, 
Strick and Co, now hold in this country is reduced to exceedingly stnall dimensions, 
and there eau be no doubt that, utloss stops aro immediately taken, shipments frome 
Hormus, will bo resumed. 
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(44028) No. 203. 
Sir G, Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 





° Tehran, November 7, 1911. 
YOUR tolegram No $27. 
‘Two Parsees roferred to wero murdered in July. Not British subjeots, though 
had been in bast wt cousulate and had left consulate to buy provisions for 

himself and fellovr basti, 

All consul’s efforts to got murdorers arrested, seconded by instructions from 
‘Tehran, have proved unavailing. 

Consul reports agitation against Parsoes which led them to take bast at consulate 
in shily hias subsided. 

T do not think that course you suggest would bo useful, ‘There are now no 
‘ominent priests in Tohran with any influence in provinces: 














(44079) No. 204. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1.) 





(felexraphie,) P. Tehran, November 7, 1911, 
MISS. ROSS, 
‘The Governor-General has tructed the deputy governor at Shiraz to send 
100 ment to escort Miss Ross to Shirwz from Abadeh, where she is now detained. 
T doubt, howover, whether the deputy governor will be able to provide the guard. 
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His Majesty’s acting consul at Shiraz is of opinion that Miss Ross's health will 
probably suffer from her enforced stay at Abadch. He also reports that sho is most 
anxious to proceed to Shiraz, and he asks to be allowed to dispatch a suitablo detach- 
ment of the Indian troops, when available, to escort her to Shiraz, provided of course 
that the commanding officer concurs. Mr. Knox does not think that the local 
authorities would raise the slightest objection to this course. 

An objection to this, however, is that if we use the consular guard in the case of 
Miss Ross we shall probably be obliged to do so in other cases. But if a suitable 
Persian escort is not forthcoming, it would appear to be the only safe way of bringing 
the lady to Shiraz. 

Mr, Knox states that the lawless clement is watching tho case of Mise Ross with 
great interest, and doubtless our treatment of the question will haye great loval 
significance. at) 

Please see your telegram No. 320 of the 26th ultimo. Miss Ross acquiosced in 
the proposed manner of settlement, and I have accopted as full settlement of the first 
robbery the promised and immertiate payment by the Persian Government of the value 
‘of the property then lost, I shall present them with a claim for the second robbery, 
and am now considering the amount to be claimed. 














[44130] No. 205. 
‘a bs Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reseived November 7.) 
No. 544.) 
(Telegraphic. P, Teiran, November 7, 1911. 


RUSSO-PERSTAN incident over Shoa-es-Sultanch's property, 
Please seo my telegram No. 541 of the 6th instant. 
‘There is no truth ina statement, which I understand is appearing in the London 
ress as emanating from Tehran, to the effect that in default of an gpoloay fhe Hosein 
Bovernmeat have reatoned to occupy the provinces of Ghilan and Mazanderan, 





(44132) No. 206. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recvived November 7.) 
(No. 545.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Teiran, November 7, 1911. 
SEIIGMAN joan, 

Please seo telegram No, 260 from His Majesty's Embassy at St, Petersburgh, 

Russian Government, { presume, are keeping you informed of the course of tho 
nogotiations with M. Seligman, 

Russian Government have consulted M, Poklowsky as to the perpetuation of tho 
office of treasurer-general. ‘The latter has advised that a condition bo inxerted in tho 
contract by which the treasurer-general shall be prevented from acting without 
the consent of the Persian Government in matters affecting foreign relations. My own 
opinion is, that it would be wholly desirable to bring about some such restriction, 

















(44138) No. 207. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Haioard Grey.—(Received November 7.) 
No. 268.) 
Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 7, 1011, 
HEUSIA, British appointoenta in the North, 


I gave M. Nératof to-day the general sense of the instructions sont to 
Sir G. Barclay in your telegram No. 930 of the 6th November to Tehran, In 
expressing his thanks for your action, M. Nératof said that he had told M, Poklewaki, 
in instructing him to protest against M. Lecoffre's appointment to Tabroex, that ho 
could count on Sir G. Barclay adopting a sympathetic attitude in th matter. 
































[44205] No. 208. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 331.) 
(Welegraphic.)  P. Foreign Office, November 7, 1911. 
HORMUZ oxide, 
Please inform me at once by telegraph what truth there is in report received from 
HBllinger, that Muin-ut-Pujjar has got back his concession for a period of ten years. 





[43926] No. 209. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
fo. 674. 
Pelegray ie’) P. Foreign Ofice, November 7, 1911. 

APPOINTMENT of M. Lecoffre: see your telegram No. 265 of yesterday. 

You can make it clear to M. Nératof that we anticipated the wishes of the Russian 
Government by giving him verbally substance of my telegram to Tehran (No. 330 of 
yesterday), and by pointing out that we had sent off this telegram before the protest of 
the Russian Government reached us, 





[44213] No. 210, 


he will resign unless 
Aili terminates ina fow days! 


and unless the latter form a 
vo programme and receive powers from the Medjliss to carry out such a 
me. 
_My Russian colleague and Eare acting to-day on the instructions conveyed to me 
in your telegram No, 312 of the 18th ultimo. 


= ss 
(44220) No. 211, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bateard Grey.—(Received November 8.) 
(No. 547.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, November 8, 1911. 

RUSSO-PERSIAN incident in connection with Shoa-es-Sultaneh’s property, 

Pleaso see telegram No. 265 from St. Petersburgh received here to-day and my 
telegram to you No. 541 of the 6th instant. 

‘The Russian Minister addressed at the time a suitable reply to the Persian 
Government's note, in which they demanded the recall of the Russian consul-general. 
‘The only comment which the Persian Government has made on the return of this note 
has been itn expression of regret that it should have been returned. ‘The matter might 
therefore be considered closed if the acquiescence of the Persian Government in the 
return of the note were all that was required. ‘The great difficulty is, however, the 
demand for an apology and for the withdrawal of the gendarmes from the property in 
question, 





(44275) No. 212. 


Sir. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived November 8.) 
(No. 548.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, November 8, 1911 
HORMUZ oxide. 
o your telegram No. 331 of yesterday, I have the honour to report that 
n Government have laid a Bill Hefore the Medjliss by which the oxide tine 






















(44286) 





Mini 


No. 212°, 


immediately preceding telegram of 8th November: 
ister for Foreign Affairs informs me that Bill has fi 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 8.) 
ic) Tehran, November 8, 1911. 


Hormuz oxide, 
inally passed Medjliss, 
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is handed over for ten years from 22nd March, 1910, to Muin-ut-Tujjar, on condition 
that he fulfils the Strick contract. He may recoup himself from the sales to Strick for 
the oxide already mined by him (see penultimate paragraph of my telegram No, 23 
of 25th January last), after which he is to retain 15 per cent. of the receipts until the 
Strick contract expires. The Persian Government is to receive 75 per cent,, and the 
Muin 25 per cent. of any sales boyond the 30,000 tons apy ertalning to Stick. 

No mention of Weir or Ellinger’s claim is made in the Bill. Notwithstanding the 
strong opposition of the treasurer-general, the Bill has already passed one reading. 
‘There appears to be some doubt whether it has passed the final stago or not, I am to 
see the Minister for Foreign affaia this afterdoom, sud: wil take the ‘opportunity to 
‘enquire as to the exact position of the measure, 








(44296) No, 213. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 





(No. 550.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Telivan, November 8, 1911, 

API EN’ iglishman as treasury agent at Tabreem 

Tspoke to Shuster this afternoon, as instructed in your telegram No, 330 of the 
Gth instant, ‘The latter declared that ho was most anxious to couciliato the Russian 
Legation, and that he had always been desirous of doing so, but ho was not prepared to 
allow all progress in Persian reforms to be nullified, He thought. that, Hic Majesty's 
Government would seo convincing proof that this was the aim of the Russian 
Government in the specific instances of obstruction cited in the open letter which ho 
has written for publication, 

He said that Azerbaijan finance was in a deplorable condition, for instead of 
rovenuto coming in to the Contral Government, the fatter had to remit money to the 

rovince. Lecoffre was an expert in Azerbaijan finance. His appointment to Tabrecy, 
had been decided upon four months ago, and he was quite determined that ho should 
proceed to the post. He had had no idea when making the appointment that Lecoffre 
was a Russophobe, and he was compelled to solect his instruments from tho scanty 
material at his disposal. 

J Jaid strong emphasis on the danger which the Persian Government woulll ineur 
by defying Russia, and T enquired what he thought the attitude of tho Persians would 
bo in the face of the Russian protest, He replied that he presimed they would © wait 
Tike a condemned man until he was hanged by someone stronger than him,” which was 
What they were already doing in tho case of the demands reported in my’ tologram 
No. 541 of the 6th instant, 



































[44274] No, 214, 
i : Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived Novembor 8.) 
No. 270) 
(Telegraphic.) RB. St, Petersburgh, November 8, 1911, 








ACTING Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that battalion in full strength 
is being sont to Tabreez. It isto take the place of the battalion now there, which has 
been much reduced hy departure of time-oxpired men, and its dispatch does not import 
any change in situation, 





(44555) 





(No. 131) ait 
Si 





n ‘orcign Ofico, November 8, 1911 

TIE Persian Minister asked Sir A. Nicolson to-day if we would not support hi 
Government in the question of the Shoa-es-Sultaneh and tho difficulty which had arisen 
with Russia. Sir A. Nicolson told him that we were aware of the facts, but that it was 
very difficult for His Majesty's Government to intervene in a differenes between the 
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Persian Government and Russia. Sir G. Barclay, be said, was well acquainted with 
all the facts and was in intimate relations with the ‘Russian Minister, and-it seemed. to 
hhim that such questions had better be settled locally, 
(Ihe, Persian, Ministor was a little puzzled with the vagueness of the reply, but 
Sir A. Nicolson did not wish to give him any ground for thinking we shoald support 
Persia, though one feels that she has a cortain right on her side, 
Tam, &e, 
E. GREY, 








(44079) No. 216. 


Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 





Sir, Foreign Office, November 8, 1911. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir E. (roy to transmit to you herowith, to be laid 
before tho Secretary of Stato for India, copy of a telegram from Sir G. Barclay, 
Tespeetings the situation of Miss Ross, who is now at Abadeh, after being robbed for 
tho second time, and unable to proceed. 

[Sir E. Groy is of opinion that it would be difficult to leave an English lady in the 
position in which Mise Ross now finds heraelf at this season of the year, or to expect 

ir to trust herself again to the dubious protection of a Persian escort, 

Ho would therefore suggest that, if tho Marquess of Crewe sees no objection, a 
suitable detachmont of Indian troops might bo allowed to bring Miss Roos from 
Abadoh to Shiraz. Such action could not be construed by the Persian Government ng 
in any senso using tho reinforced consular escorts for the protection of caravans; and, 
in view of the very special ciroumstances of this case, Sir E. Grey does not consider 


that tho uso to bo mado of the consular guards on this occasion could be regarded ng a 
Precedent for other casos. 








Tam, &e. 
F. A. CAMPBELL, 





[44340] No, 217, 
‘i Sir G, Barclay to Sir Haward Grey—{Reccived November 9.) 
fo, 551.) 
Cine n. Tehran, November 9, 1911. 
MY telegram No. 546 of Sth November. 





Hssion Minister and I were received in private audionce yesterday afternoon by 
Rogent. 

We assured him of the sympathy of our Governments with him in the difficult 
of his task, and of great importance which they attached to his retainin 


His Highness, after thanking [us] for this message, described 
of complete di 










organisation. ‘Three “posts, amon, Ministry of Finance, were 
vacant in the Cabinet, and this on the eve of the termination of tha Medjliss. 80 lar, 
all eforts to fll them had failed owing to disagreement with tho Medjliss as to whe 








should be appointed, Unless something was done during the winter, disorders in the 
Country would he worse than ever in the spring. In faco of the factions opposition 
and intrigues of the democrats, who, notwithstanding his repeated advice, persoted tn 
their obstraction, and whom he characterised as not a party but a revolutionary society, 
thoro was no hope of tho present incomplete Cabinet accomplishing anything. He wee 
inadilemma, Under the constitution, the, rile of the Regent was confined to that of 
spectator, He would not make a coup d'Btat, nor would he remain a spectator of the 
Thin of ‘his country. Ho was therefore quite determined to resign unless a strong 
Cabinet capable of constructive work were formed without delay, and, moreover, eves 
if such Cabinet wero formed, he had decided to take leave for a month or two. 
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[44353] No. 218. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Ldward Grey.—(Reecived November 9.) 
(No. 552.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Tehyan, November 9, 1911. 
You 


R telegram No, 292 of 4th October, first paragraph: Reinforcement of 
‘coast escorts, 


Tam applying to Government of India for similar authorisation for Tspahan. 





(44498) No, 219. 


Sir Haward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 
(No. 334.) = 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 9, 1911. 

MR. WILSON. 

T seo no reason why Wilson should not be retained. 

Reference is to your telegram No, 524 of the 38th October, 





(48455) No. 220, 
: Foreign Ofice to India Ofice. 


Sir, Poreign Ofice, November 9, 1911, 

I AM directed by Sccretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the recoipt of your letter 
of the 2nd November respecting the proposed survey of tho country boteenBushire 
and Shiraz with a viow to the construction of a motor road. With rogard to the 
suggestion that the Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury should now be move 
accept half of the amount of the estimated cost, namely, 9301, 
rovenues, I am to say that, if the Secretary of State for Indi 

id snggest that the decision as to undertaking this survey 
Until better order is re-established on the southern toads in Pavia. 

am, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





concurs, Sir B. Grey 
should be deferreil 











No, 221, 





“Last night caravanserai of Chenar Rahdar, 8 miles west of Shiraz, whore 
Supplies for troops are stored under guard of three sepoys, was attacked by sorkhis, 
‘These were driven off by local tofangehis, with one man wounded and a horwe killed. 
Sepoys, who did not take part, have asked for reinforcement, expecting attack to ho 
renewed. 1 do not think it desirable to reinforce them with British troops, and L have 
informed local authorities of the incident, and arranged for a strong Perstan guard to 
supplied,” 
Thave approved acting consul's action, 


SS 
[44588] No. 222, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 10.) 





) 
(Telegraphic). 
HUSSO-PERSTAN relations. 
Please sce my telegram No. 547 of the Sih instant. 
‘The Russian Government have instructed M. Poklewsky to inform the Persian 


21 


Tehran, November 10, 1911, 
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Government to-morrow that unless they comply with the Russian demands within 
orty-eight hours, he will break off relations with the Cabinet, and to warn them that in 
hat case the Russian Government will take such measures to protect their interests as 

may appear to them to be necessary. 





[44586] No, 223, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey —(Received November 10.) 


ic.) P. St, Petersburgh, November 10, 1911. 
RUSSO-PERSIAN incident. 
My telegram No, 265 of 6th November. 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that matter stands as follows :-— 


Russian Minister at Tehran made verbally three demands of the Persian Govern- 
ment—that they should take back their note demanding the recall of the consul-general, 
that they should express regret for insults offered by gendarmes to consular officials, 
and that gendarmes should be replaced by Persian Cossacks. The Persian Government 
declined the last two demands, asking for a joint enquiry into the facts, ‘The Russian 
Minister has now been instructed to present the same demands in writing, asking for 
an immediate reply. ‘This he is probably doing to-day. (Ind of R.) 


(Confidential.) 

Tn the event of M. Poklewski not receiving a satisfactory reply within two days 
he is instructed to inform the Persian Government that diplomatic relations are broken 
off and that his Government will ‘take measures.” It has been decided that theso 
measures will tako the form of the dispatch of a Russian force to Kazvin. ‘This force 
is to be of such a strength as will allow of a detachment being summoned to Tehran 
by M. Poklewski. ‘This detachment will be employed for removing the gendarmes 
and replacing them by a force of Persian Cossacks, and will return to Kazvin after 
having accomplished this task. 


(R.) As regards the Persian demand for a joint enquiry, the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs states that the insult complained of is vouched for by two consular 
officials and a Russian officer. ‘The only other witnesses who could be questioned are 
the gendarmes themselves. 





(44286) No. 224, 


Sir Hdward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
{feienan ) Foreign Office, N 0, 191 
elegraphic,) P. Foreign Ofice, November 10, 1911. 

‘ HORMUZ oxide, ae 

With reference to your telegrams Nos. 548 and 549 of Sth November, please let 
me know what effect, in your opinion, the Bill passed by the Medjliss will have on the 
claims of Messrs. Weir and Ellinger. 

Does Muin-ut-Pujjar become liable, or is Strick still responsible ? 


——— ee Ee 
[44296] No. 225. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
‘No. 336.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 10, 1911. 

APPOINTMENT of M. Lecoffre. 

With reference to your telegram No. 550 of Sth November: 

It is probable that, if Shuster were to co-operate with the Russian Legation instead 
of working against it, he would not find it obstructive. 

As rogards M. Lecoffre, if the Russian Government request the Persian Government 
not to ratify his appointment, you may advise the Persian Government to grant their 
demand. ‘To do so would be in their own interests, as, if they refused, Russia might 
be induced to take action with a view to protecting her interests in Persia, 


OO 





















(44748) 


Sin G, Bavelay to 8 




































(No, 566.) P 
(Tolegraphie,) P, Tehran \ 

PERSIAN army. Please see your telegram No, 679 to St 
10th instant 

T have 
proposil to ¢ 
sugstic me 
forth gusinition of a fore eapabl 
tion of whieh he pates for next sp 
to the ot force as an all 
upon y 

T woitld suggest that the at ould be. drawn 
to the fot thet. the strongthen utive which are 
independent. of Shuster, pro tanto t he latter's wuthority. Pei 
Goverment would not, of ive, viz, appointment of Ru 
instructors, 











(44528) * No. 226, 


Sir Edicard Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No. 670.) 
(Telegraphic) P Foreign Ofice, November 10, 1911. 


DISH Minister bas now informed me. that his Government have ‘been 
privately approached by Persian Government respecting loan of Swedish offieers to 
‘organise Persian army. Swedish Minister said there would of course bo no quecticn 
of interference with Cossack Brigade. He wished to know opinion of His Majesty's 


Government respecting this proposal, He was informed that we should like to oredr 
Russian Government before giving a reply. 


Above should be communicated to Russian Government, 

Sev your telegram No. 203 of the 20th October. It would, be advisablo, if they 
Continue to oppose the scheme, to have a clearer statement of their reasons for doing ¢ 
than that given in your above-mentioned telegram, 























[44774] No, 227, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received November 11.) 
(No, 5: 
‘(Telegraphic.) Tehran, November 11, 1911, 
Side 


OND detachment of Indian cavalry has arrived Bushire and is disembarking, 





[44786] No. 228, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reecived November 11.) 


(Telegraphic. R. Stockdiolm, November 11, 1011. 

MY telogram No, 16 of 10th November, Persian army organisation, 
ster for Foreign Affaira has now roocived, though informally, proposal 
Porsian Goverment as to loan of officers for army organisation, Military wuthor 
would like to accept this offer, but Swedish Government wish first. to consult, London 
and St, Petersburgh, and will take no action contrary to wishes of Governments which 
are chiefly interested. I pointed out that organisation of army was a different question 
fron gendarmerie, which could only be used for protection of lifeand property. Many 
good officers are volunteering for servico in Persia, and a solution mijght. bo found i, 
extension of gendarmerie in south under Swedish control, loaving aside question us to 
army organisation, which might eause embarrassment, 














(44822) No, 229, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 341.) = ve 
Telegraphic.) R, Foreign Office, November 11, 1911, 
QUESTION is. being asked in Parliament on 14th November whether there are 


any Russian officers now serving in the corps of Cossacks in ‘Tehran, and whother 


thero exists any restriction on tho part of Persia in which these Cossacks cay be 
employed, 


Please telegraph reply. 





[44775] No. 230, 


Sir Q, Barclay to Sir Bévard Grey:—(Received November 12,) 

aoe ) Tehran, November 12, 191 
leg ic.) P. Tehran, November 12, 1 
CAPTAIN StOKES. 


Stokes begs that you will bo so kind as to forward the following telegram to the 
Secretary of Stato for India -— 































nz 











“Refusal of my resignation by the Government of India has been communicated 
tome. It places mein the position of having to choose between disregarding the 
orders of His Majesty's Government and. breaking. my faith pledged om conditions 
officially formulated by His Majesty's Government themselves (see Foreign Office 
telegram No. 213 of the 21st July), I moat respectfully and most earnestly request 
His Mojesty’s Governmont to reconsider their decision and to permit me to resign. I 
have throughout acted in entire good faith, and the difficulty of my position is not in 
‘any sense of my own making,” 


A teles 






















it in golely in order to tako service under a foreign Power in circumstances which, in 
their judgment, made his action detrimental to British interests. 1 informed Stokes 
on tho same day of this decision, and added, as requested by the Government of India, 
that he was to proceed to Sina as soon as possible to join the general staf! branch 
there, 

T havo urged him repeatedly since then to leave ‘Tebran, but I doubt whether my 
words will have any offect. In view of the possibility of the forcible removal of 
Shustor's gendarmes (se9 St. Petersburgh telgram No, 271), if the Persian Government 
' do not yield to the Russian demands tho matter may prove ‘very serious, for if Stokes 

persists in his hesitation to obey our orders, he would probably become involved in any 
‘conflict botweon Russian Cossacks and Treasury gendarmes. 























(44776) No. 231. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived November 12.) 






(No. 659.) 
(Telogmphie) Teliran, November 12, 1911, 
AINISTER of tho Tntorior has resigned. Remnant of Cabinet consists now only 





of Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, 











(44777) No, 232. 
Sir. Barclay to Si 












Edward Grey.—(Reecived November 12.) 






(No, 600.) 
(Toloxraphic,) I Tehran, November 12, 1911. 
REGENT told Medjliss to-day that he was about to take two mouths’ leave. 















(44778) No. 233, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12,) 






No. 561.) 
eiegmphie) R, Tehran, November 12, 1911. 
YESTERDAY Medjliss authorised Shuster to engage ton additional Americans 
wncial employés, 








as! 




























[44779] No, 234. 


Sir. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived November 12.) 
(No, 662.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, 

RUSSO-PERSIAN incident, 

Pleaso see telegram No. 271 from His Majesty's Embassy at St. Petersburgh. 

If the Russian demands aro not conceded there is the possibility of an eventual 
conflict botsseon Russian troops and ‘Treasury gendarmes. Some of tho Amerieans— 
one of them is @ gendarmerie officer—might easily be involved in such a conflict, and 
‘an awkward internatioual question would arise were an American to be wounded. 


Tehran, November 12, 1911. 
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[44780] No, 235. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 
No. 563.) 
leprapbin)) Dy Tehran, November 12, 1911, 
PERSIAN Cossack Brigade. 











Please see your telegram No, 341 of yesterday. 

‘There are five Russian officers in the brigade. Only two of these aro now in 
‘Tehran, one is at Tabreez, and the other two are at Kashan, where they have recantly 
taken part in the operations against Naib Hussein. 

Mle brigade can bo carplayed ta any part of Persia there existe no restriotton. an 








to district. 


(Confidential.) 

A proposal was recently put forward to dispatch two of the Russian officers to 
Shiraz with some Persian Cossacks. ‘The Russian Minister, howover, felt that. tho 
proposal had been made in order to defy the epheres of influence and embarrass the 
two Powers. He therefore persuaded the Russian colonel commanding the brigade’ to 
veto the dispatch of the officers, 
























(44781) No. 236, 


re affected, except in go far ax Muin, after working off 
of 
iinger's claim for loss of agency would in that caso 








The Muin is precluded from resuming contract with Weir by the part of the new 
concession dealing with the execution of Sirick’s contract. Strick doo not appear to 
me to be in any way relieved of responsibility. 
As the law of 13th June requires the treasurer-general’s consent. to concessions, I 
tand that Shuster contends that the action of the Medjliss has been téra vires, 


Consent was not in this case given. He does not regard the concession as yet 
inally granted to Muin. 





ind 
hi 











(44941) 





Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edvard Grey.—{(Reeeived November 13.) 
(No, 326,) 
, St. Petersburgh, November 8, 1911. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a roport which appeared 
today's “ Novoo Vreiya ” of an interview which a representative of that, paper had 
with M. Nératof on the subject of the state of affairs in Persia, 
Thave, &o. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 








Enclosure in No, 237. 








Ezztract from the " Novoe Vremya” of October 26 (November 8), 1911. 





IN an interview with the reprosentative of the “Novoe Vremya” on Persian 
affairs, M.A. A. Nératof said, regarding the landing of English cavalry in South Persia, 
that the trade routes there were not getting any better, and Russia had nothings 
against the step. With regard to protecting the lives, property, and trade of Russian 
subjects, Russia would strengthen her foree at Tabreez, which’ had been diminished 
Jy natural decrease and by men going to the reserve. Tlence, a full battalion i being, 


[reg] 26 
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sent to replace the one there, which will be removed. Moreover, some of the consular 
convoys are being increased. a : 

Asked whother this measure sufficed in view of the existing alarming position, 
M, Nératof answered, “I don’t as yet see any special necd for further strengthening 
‘our protecting forces in Persia, It is certainly understood that in the event of any 
danger to the lives or property of Russian subjects suitable measures will be 
immediately taken, 








AAs rogards the dispatch of Swedish officers by the Swedish Government, 





N. Neto! aid that they woro performing their dulce in a perfectly corect way, 
and did not interfere in local polities. Anyhow, their activity has not so far given 
‘any cause for uneasiness, As to the proposed invitation to Swedish officers to act as 
instructors to the Persian army, the Persian Government did, in fact, intend to invite 
twenty Swedish officers, but has not done so yet. M. Nératof thought that the 
“¢ of s0 large a number of foreign officers might only complicate unnecessarily 
nh. 
id whether the Persian population showed an inclination towards the ex-Shah 
Mohammed Ali, M. Nératof said he believed that the Persian masses took no 
intorost in polities, and only wished to save their heads and property. ‘The balf- 
nomadic fighting tribes seemed to be against any Government. Asked how the 
Russian Goverment looked on the internal strife, and whether it did not think that 
it would he opportune to put an ond to it by olfering support to one of the sides, 
M, Nératof said, Russia is united to Persia by the ties of a great many years of good 
neighbourship and peaco, "There is mo ground or puxpose to violate these by 
intorforing ina wholly internal struggle which the neighbour nation will settle itselt 
ono way or the other. Russia wants only ouo thing—that her State interests and 
tho interests of her subjects bo respected in Persia. ‘Therefore, we stand aside from 
Persia's internal struggles, without taking any part. It will be otherwise should the 
‘cours of events affect our rights,” 

‘To the remark that tho struggle had already led to the violation of rights of 
Russian subjects, and that the Intest incident with tho Russian consular officials in 
‘Tehran, moreover, belittled Russia's dignity, M. Nératof answered that the losses 
suffered by Russian subjects in yario 's of Persia amounted to about 
3,000,000 roubles, part of which had already been paid. ‘As to the latest incident,"* 
ho added, “ the Persian Government cannot fail to seo that it is in the wroug, and that 
it will nocd to give us full sutisfiction 

Rogarding Mr, Morgan Shuster, he thought, that he had started to reform Persia 
without reckoning with the circumstances. To apply in Persia. strictly European 
measured of financial administration is very incautious. Unless local conditions are 
kept in anind, Mr, Sh misled by theory. ‘It is scarcely 
convenient,” ailded M. “that a f should disregard the rights of 
third. parties, as, for instanev, in the case of the Russo-Persian Bauk. Altogether, 
T believe that Mr, Shustor's work ean bo beneficent only if it conforms with the local 
‘ind ve nit interests which Russia and Bngland possess in Persi 

‘Tho interviewer remarked that evidently Mr, Shuster’s act \8 not approved 
Jy tw Russian Government, To this, M. Nératof answered ‘that. tho  tussian 

ready to give its support. to any conscientious and reasonable effort 
to bring order into tho Persian finances, without which the regeneration of Persia is 
impossible, But Russia certainly cannot approve of avy measures that are caleulated 
not to improve, but to aggravate the situation 
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(46132) No. 238. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Hadward Grey—(Receteed Nocember 20.) 





No, 
ge St, Petersburgh, November 7, 1911. 

‘THE Russian Acting Minister for Foreign Affuirs said to mo yesterday’ that he 
‘was constantly receiving reports from Persia of a most unsatisfactory character, that 
the situation was becoming impossible, and that if matters did not improve it would 
really be necessary for Russia to do something. 

His Excellency referred particularly to two subjects of confli h had arisen 
Yetvcen the Russi and Persian Governments certain recent appointients made by 
Mr. Shustes, and an incident between Persian Cossacks and Mr. Shuster's gendarmes 
in which tho Russian consul-general was concerned, 




















113 


‘The second of these matters has been referred to in recent press telegrams from 
Tehran. According to the very brief account of it which M. Neratof gave me, the 
Persian, authorities (for whose action his Excellency thought that Mr. Shuster’ was 
responsible) desired to take possession of certain properly belonging to adherents 
of the exShah in which the Russian bank had an interest. ‘The Russian 
Government did not object to the sequestration of the property, but they were hound 
to safeguard the interests of their bank. ‘The Russian consul-general. had placed 
Cossacks as guards over the property, and there had been a conflict of somo sort 
between the Cossacks and Mr. Shuster’s gendarmes. ‘Thereupon, the Persia 
Government had gone s0 far as to demand the recall of the consul-general, and also, 
[think of some subordinate officials of the consulate who had heen involved in the 
dispute, The Russian Minister had of course returned the Persian note, and there had 
been a lively explanation between M. Poklowski and the Persian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Everything now depended on the farther action of the Persian ‘Government, 
If they accepted the return of their note the incident would be closed. If they 
persisted in the attitude which they had taken up the matter would become excossively 
serious, and he did not know what action the Russian Government would have to 
take. ‘The relations between the two Governments were as 1 could sce. extremely 
strained. 

As regards the question of appointments, M. Nératof stated that Mr. Shuster had 
nominated threo Treasury agents at Shiraz, Iepaban, and 'Tabrooz respectively, who were, 
his Excellency said positively (though’ this I questioned), all Englishmen, ‘The 
Russian Government did not object to the first two appointments (they had received 
favourablo accounts of the nominee at Ispahan), but the person appointed to Tubreox, 1 
M. Lecofire, was known to them as being violently antagonistic to Russia, This 
appointment could not be maintained, 

Tsaid that his Excellency could be certain that the appointments in question had 
been made without the knowledge of Sir G. Barclay, and this asstirance ML. Noritol 
readily accepted. As to the tension which hiad come about in Russo-Porsian relations, 
Lsaid thatit would be a pity if the proceedings of an American citizen should lead Russia 
to take measures in North Persia to which sho would otherwise not have resorted. 
‘The thing was to provent Mr. Shuster from doing what was obnoxions to Russia, and 
it sovmed to mo personally that the two representatives at Tehran, if instructed in that 
sense, woul find means 19 make i lene tat At. Shuster nse eense feove ie prosent 
course of action, or must go. M. Nératof discussed tho subject for somo timo, but 
did not seem to think that any action on the part of tho representatives at tho present 
imoment would help matters. It was truo, ho said, that the Persian Government were 
themselves not very. pleased with Mr. Shuster, but he had strong support. in the 
Medjliss. Moreover, there was his contract with the Persian Government, which, his 
Excellency thought would make it difficult to dispense with his services until his 
torin of employment had expired. M, Nératof fell back on the snggestion which, as 
reported in my despatch No. 314, he had mentioned to me on the 24th ultimo. Ifthe 
proposed, Selizman loan were put throngh with the participation of the Russian. bank 

© thought that conditions could be attached to it, such as would provide against 

objectionable action on Mr. Shuster’s part in the future; the conditions which he had in 
mind relating to such matters as control of expenditure, appointments in the financial 
administration, &e., in which tho two Powers should be consulted. 

I remarked that the loan negotiations might be protracted, and that it was 
desirable to. keep Mr. Shuster in check in the meantime. Possibly, howover, the 
question of M. Lecoffre's appointment at ‘Tabreez might bring the whole question of that 






















































gentleman's position to a point. 
Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 
(44943) No, 239, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 13.) 
(Wo. 329.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 10, 1911. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a summary of a Ieading article, published 
in to-day’s “ Novoe Vremya,” on the subject of the latest Ruipo-Persian incident, 
Thave, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 
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Enclosure in No. 239. 





Précis of Article in the “Novoe Vremya” of October 28 (November 10), 1911. 


THE “Noyoe Vremya" in a le article recalls M. Nératof's words 
expressing the hope that the recent Russo-Persian difference would soon be settled, 
and observes that the latest proceedings of the Persians have proved just the contrary. 
‘The article summarises the events which led up to the difference, and states them 
to be as follows: ‘The Persian Government notified the Russian mission in. Tehran of 
its decision to confiscate the property of the partisans of the former Shah, Of this the 
Russian mission made note, 

One of the most netive partisans of the ex-Shab is his brother Prince Shon-es- 
Saltanch, who owns a house in ‘Tebran and landed property in the environs. The 
Persian Government decided to sequestrate his estate, However, his house in ‘Tehran 
is mortgaged with the Russo-Porsian Bank, and Shoa-es-Saltanch himself has become 
‘a Turkish: subject, ‘The Young ‘Turks, as is known, look on the Persia constitu- 
tionalists with the greatest. sympathy, and gladly give protection to the partisans of 
the Shuh. Such bung the ois, a4 a00n na tho Persian, gendarmerie occupied. Shon-es- 
altanch's houso Turkish diplomacy took action. ‘The Ottoman Ambassalor protested 
against tho sequestration of a Turkish subject's property, and he demanded that 
guard should be placed on the property to resist the intrusion of Morgan Shuster’s 
customs gendarmerie. ‘The Government, in complying, sent, Cossacks of the Persians 
Cossack brigade to help in protecting the house of the rebel Prince, Tn a subsequent 
slight coniliot the issue was brought off as per pre-arranged programme ; the gendarmes 
got tho uppor hand, and the Persian Cossacks retired. 

Meanwhile the Russian Consul-General, M. Pokhitonoff, received notification from 
tho local management of the Rusio-Persian Bank of the seiure of property mortgaged 
with the bank, He was also informed of the seizure of the Pringe’s landed estate, 
which was leased by Russian subjects, The Russian consul general in oer to protect 
tho proporty of Russian subjects from pillage, sent soveral men out of his convo} 
‘The customiy gendarmes who had previously repulsod the Persian Cossacks, now yielded. 
their positions to thy Russians The Government learning of this gave assurances 
to th Russian Minister that the property of the Russo-Persian Bunk aud of the 
Ieoxecholders of tho Prince's land. would not suffer. In view of this M. ‘Poklovaky. 
Korell withdrew the Russian guirts from the house and the land of the Prince. All 
soomed to py 1; but just here begins the surprising story, ‘The Prince's house 
Happens to be near that of th general, ‘The Persian gendarmes in reoccupying 
the house regattled themselves ay victors over the Russians, On the balcony of the 
house they posted a shooting: party who directed their rifles at the consulate, thereby 
frightoning the inmates by threats to shoot. ‘The gendarmes also pointed their rif 
at tho consulate dragomans as they passed. Only a decisive action of a Russian officer 
who happened to pass pnt nn end to this dangerous and ig game. The Russian 
Ambassador insisted fiom. the Government and the Regent that an apology be made 
for tho mocking conduct towards the Russians, and that the culprits be punished. The 
Persian Government nit this just and moderate demand with « point-blank refusal, 

Tt was just at this time that the “ Novoo Vremya” correspondent had his conv 
sation with’ M, Neratol; and the “Times” correspondent had made known Persia's 
rofusal of satisfiction, ‘Unfortunately, official communication of this had. not yet 
Feuched St, Petersburgh. From our to-day's telegrams from ‘Tehran it is plain. that 
events wont much further than was indicated, ‘The Russian Minister in Tobrun did 
ot gcupt a verbal refusal from the Persian Government: but uow the refusal is 
ven ins formal written note, ‘The Persian Government goes beyond a formal refusal 
‘ind itself takes tho offensive, ‘The Persian Government ao far from apologising insists 
on the removal from Persia of the Russian consul and his dragomans, It is amazing: 

at this was all thoy asked, and that they did not insist on having the consul put on 
pike and the Minister recalled, 

Hitherto the Russian Government has treated Persia as a spoilt but sympathetic 
child. So it was in the time of Tsvolsky and of Sazonoff, and so it continues with 
Neratof, But, where in this is the point of view of the State? Russian diplomacy 
has spoilt the Persians through its boundless toleration, It is time to put an end to. 
the false and haughty condescension which has till now formed the foundation of 

ntti ia. Alter all, Iran is not 1 nursery, and the acts of the Regent 
iid the Gove not child’s play but orders of State. 
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The Persian Government must at once give fll satisfaction for the mocking insult 
inflicted on the Russian officials by the gendarmes. It must cary out the tussia 
Minister's demand that the genlarmes on the Princs's landed property bo replaced by 
the Persian Cossacks. Tt must also apologise for its last note. 

Russian diplomacy is softhearted in dealing with the weak and pliable in dealing 
with its equals One must put an end to this. In the East counsel and ion 
lead to nothing. Demands must be made on the Regent and Government of Persia, for 
it is only the logic of such that will affect them, Otherwise the natural course’ of 
events will drive us from polite conversations to very’ impolite actions, Now is tho 
moment for immediate satisfaction without parleying, or otherwise an ultimatum, If 
not, Russo-Persian relations will be tied in such a knot as can only be cut by the 
sword. This time, we hope, there will be no place for any half-ultimatum, 














(45111) No, 240, 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.-—(Received November 13,) 
(No. 274.) 
(Pelographio) Re St, Petersburgh, November 13, 1911. 





FICIAL statement regarding Russo-Persian conflict is published this morning, 
Teobserves that Shuster's gendarmes had taken possoasion of houso and proporty ik 
dispute ssithout due notice to Russian consul-general, and that latter actod quito eorxectly 
in gonding consular officials to insist on withdrawal of gendarmos until Persian 
Government had given guarantoes of safeguarding interests of Russian Bank. Tt 
further complains that while ponrparlers with Russian consul-goncral wore. still in 
progress force of 100 gendarmes again took possession of th nty, forcibly ejecting 
Persian Cossacks, and that they pointed their rifles intentionally at consular officials 
while latter were in nniform. Above procoedingsand tho demand for recall of const: 
goneral are described as constituting clearly provocative action on the part not only of 
Shuster's gendarmes, but also of the Persian Goverment. 
Russian note was handed to Persian Government on 11th November, 














(45113) No. 241. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey —(Reevived November: 13.) 
(No. 277.) 
(Telegraphio.) P, St, Petersburgh, November 13, 1011, 


USSIA and Persia, 

My telegrain No. 271 of the 10th November. 

Tsaw M. Nératof this evening, and he told me thnt he bad so fur not received any news 
from Poklowski ns to the reosipt of any reply from the Persian, Government to hiv note. 
M. Nératof said he believed that Shuster would use his influence with the Persian 
Government to induce them to offer resistance to the Russian demands, 

He went on to say that Shuster had created a fresh difficulty by issuing a circular 
addressed to Russian subjects resident in Persia, in which he required them to furnish 
particulars of any leases which they might hold these particulars were to be furnished 
direct to him, and the ciroular stated that the Persian Government would not reeoguiae 
the rights of leaseholders who did not furnish the required retum, ‘This procedure, 
M. Nératof stated, was entirely contrary to the established usage in Persia, is 
Excellency said, further, that he feared that Shuster would persist, in spito of Russia's 
protest, in maintaining the appointment of M, Lecoftre to Tabreot, and he remarked 
that the situation was becoming so difficult that he could see no way outs 

‘To this I replied that, in my own personal opinion, the only solution seemed to. ba 
that the Persian Goverament should bs induced to terminate Mr, Shustor's appointment, 
eveu if this step involved the payment to him of an indemnity. 

M. Nératof said that he feared that, in the teeth of the opposition which such a 
step would call forth from the Medjliss, the Persian Government would nob have 
suflicient courage to carry it through. 
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[44748] No, 242. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
No, 688.) % ; 
‘Telosraphic,) Rt Foreign Office, November 13, 1911. 
Silt G, BARCLAY'S telegram No. 556 of 11th November: Swedish officers for 
organisation of Persian army, : 
"You should put this consideration before the Russian Government. 





(45243) No. 243. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No. 200.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 13, 1911. 

M. DE EDTER communicated to-day to Sir A. Nicolson the Russian ultin 
to Persia, We had already received its terms. ‘The only remark Sir A, Nicolson 
made was that he was sorry such a step had been deemed necessary, and that he 
hoped that the detachment would remain at Kazvin, and that no troops would proceed 
to Tehran, 

M. de Etter said that no troops would go to Tehran unless the Russian Minister 
considered their presence “absolutely necessary.” for the protection of the legation. 
‘ho period given to the Persian Government expires to-night. 

Tam, &, 
E. GREY, 





45166) 
November 14.) 
holm, November 11, 1911, 
WITH reforenc oy tlogran No, 16 of yesterdays date relative to the nervico 


ish officors in P have the honour to inform you that the following 
vas published in yesterday's “Stockholin’s Dagblad ";— 


“A Gothenburgh paper's London correpondent informs us that according to 
St. Petersburgh the *Noyoo Vremya’ of Wednesday last should hat 
published a communication from tho Russian Foreign Oice stating that ‘the Swedish 


Government has, after ropresentatio nglish and Russian Governments, 
agreed, in order to avoid new complications, not to allow twenty Swedish officers to 
onter the Persian army.” 

Dunit of this statement we made enquiries at the Foreign Office here and 
found out that they. know nothing whatsoever about this question. ‘The telegram as to 
what tho Swedish Government has done has even less reason, because there has been no 
request from tho Persian Government's side as to the appointment of Swedish officers 
for tho reorganisation of the army. 

"xu our readers no doubt realise, the statements in the Russian paper show a 
strong likeness to a telegram from the ‘Times’ ‘Tehran correspondent two weeks 
‘ago, whioso statements as to the appointment of Swedish officers for the Persian arny's 
foorganisition and ag to the Russian Government's propositions to the Swedish 
Governmont in regard to this matter were denied firstly by the Swedish party and 
then by tho ‘Tehran correspondent himself. ‘This question has naturally nothing to do 
with tho teorganistion of the Persian gendarmene, in which duty Swedish ofcers 
Without objection from any quarter, are already engaged and moreover are waiting for 
furthor auxiliaries.” 

Thaye, &, 
‘OECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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[45216] ‘No. 245. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 
(No. 565.) 
(Telegraphic) R. ‘Tehran, November 14, 1911. 
MY telegram No. 559 of 12th November: Persian.Cabinet. 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs have resigned, but.are carrying on, 
Situation is more than usually confused, and efforts to reconstruct Cabinet have 
made no progress. 





[45217] No, 246, 


6 sa), = Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received November 14.) 
Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, November 14, 1911, 
MEDJLISS yesterday passed almost unanimously a law prolonging its own 


ixence until more than half the members of the next Medjliss shall have arrived in 
‘ehran. 





(45218) No, 247, 
(No. 567.) Sir G. Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 


(Telographic.) P. ‘Tehran, November 14, 1911. 

I SHOULD be glad if you would inform me whether Smart is proceeding to his 
post vid Bushire. I understand that he left England on the 29th October. 

I propose, if he is travelling vid Bushire, to retain there tho one of the two 
squadrons which bas just landed which is destined for Shiraz to escort him to his post, 





(45287) No. 248. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hahward Grey. —(Received November 14, 
8, q 8) 7] y—( 14.) 
‘elegraphic.) _P. 
HERO-PERSIAN incident. 
Pleaso seo my telegram No. 554 of the 10th instant. 
No reply from the Persian Government had been received at the Rugs 
last night when the forty-eight hours expired, but tho Russian Mi 
specified the exact time allowed them in his communication to the Persian Government. 
have again urged compliance with the Russian demands, but any disposition 10 
yisldos regards the withdrawal of tho Treasury gendarmes is likely too counteratod 
¥ the influence of Shuster, while, as regards the other demand, I gather that it will 
bo dificult to find a Minister who will consent to tender an apology. 


Tehran, Noveniber 14, 1911. 


(45219) RA 
Sir O, Barclay to Sir Bdscard Grey—(Reecived November 1 
(No. 560) lay to Sir dveard Grey.—{Reevived November 14.) 


(Telegraphic.) Decode, Tehwan, November 14, 1911, 
FIRSP two squadrons of Indian cavalry have arrived at Shiraz without incident, 





(45284) No. 250, 


Sir G. Barelay to Si ye ived November 14, 
te ary ir xy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived November 14.) 
‘elographic.) P, ‘Tehran, November 14, 1911. 
RELIEVED sepoy detachment at Shiraz, 
Please see my telegram No. 521 of the 25th October. 
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In view of the state of the road between Kazerun and Bushire, His Majesty's 
acting consul-general at Bushire does not consider it advisable for the small detach- 
‘ment of sepoys to travel between Kazerun and Bushire alone, He suggests sending 
i detachment of cavalry to meet sepoys at Kazerun, and to accompany them to 
Bushire. 

T have authorised him to send as large a detachment of cavalry as he may 
consider necessary. 

















(45361) No. 251. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 
(No, 571. 
(egeaphicy By Tehran, November 14, 1911, 


MY tologram No. 567 of 14th November. ; 
T now find that the arrangements made for the departure of the squadron in 
question are too far advanced for me to detain it until Smart reaches Bushire, 





(45345) No. 252. 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 


St, Petersburgh, November 14, 1911. 





(No. 278.) 
(Pelogeaphic.) 

‘SWEDISH cigars for Persia, 

Your telegram No, 679 of the 10th November. A 

T was informed yesterday by M. Nératof that his Government had given the 
Swedish Government to understand that it would uot be agreeable to Russia that 
Swedish officers should be lent to the Persian Government for the purpose of 
reorganising the Porsian regular army. 'The Swedish Goverument, without asking for 
any further explanations, had acquiesced in Russia’s wishes, and M, Nératof thought 
that so further explanations would b 

M, Névatof said that the real Government (though these could not 
very swell be laid bafore the Swedish Government) were that, as the Cossack brigade 

stituted the only existing nucleus of an organised foreo in Persia, any future increase 
the armed forces of Persia in the north should be based on the development of the 
brigade, ‘Tho creation of an independent force would not be weleome to Russia, as such 
A foree como into rivalry with the Cosek brigade, At present the Persian 
‘ininy, 4s actually constituted, was quite unworthy of any consideration, but, if it were 
to be reorganised by foreign officers, « different situation would be created. 

On my asking. Nerat what reasons fr his attitude he. proposed to give to the 

jan Government in the event of their persisting in their proposal, his Excellency 
cd thnt he would have to consider that question. 
T will speak to M, Némtof at, the earliest opportuni nstructed in your 
telogtam No, 688 of the 13th Noveinber, which has just reached mo, I fear, howaver, 
that this question is one of settled policy with the Russian Government, and that it 
would be difficult to move them from the attitude which they have taken up on the 
matte 















































(45358) No. 253. 
Mr, O'Beimne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 
ro, 279.) 
‘dographic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 14, 1911. 


RUSSIA and Persia, 

My tologratw No, 277 of the 19th November. 

Tu weonversation which [had with ML Nératof this evening his Excellency said 
that io wae still without news from M. Poklevaky, aid intimated that, fy tosaorrow 
ituctory reply had been received from the Persian Government, Russia 
would proceed to take meastires. 

Tromarked that Chad noticed in the press reports of the resignation of the Persian 
Rogent aud Ministers, T poftited out that, though the question now in dispute lay 
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between Russia and Persia, yet it concerned His Majesty's Government indireetly, a 
Tiel ucicaugess Vide akin meee Re eS be tine 
the more generous course if she were to indicate a term, say, of one wook, for the satisy 
faction of her demands. M, Nératof remarked that it waa clear that. resignation was 
only a deviee to avoid compliance with the Russian demands, and that, if'a week's grace 
were conceded, the officials holding offic: would resign in the same way on the expiration 
of that period. 

M. Nératof went on to say that, in the event of the Russian Government having to 
resort to the measures which had been devided upon, they would give the same 
assurances to His Majesty's Goverument as they had given when Tusstan,troopn hast 
been sent to Kazvin on a former occasion, 









(45359) No. 254. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Hawarid Grey—(Re 
280.) 
aphic.) _P. St. Petersburgh, November 14 
a Te ieee etersburgl, November 14, 1911, 
My telegram No. 278 of the 14th November, 
T spoke to M. Nératof in the sense of Sir G. Barelay's telegram No. 556 of the 
11th November. 

In thanking me for this communication, M. Nératof remarked that the reorganis- 
n of the Persian army was not a question of immediate urgency: 

‘The present moment does not seem very fayourable for pursuing this subject, and I 
accordingly let it drop, 





a cived November 14.) 
0. 









eS eee 
(45218) No. 255, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barely, 

(No, 348.) i Hi 

(Gelegraphic.) R. 
YOUR telegram No, 567 of 14th November. 
Tunderstand that Mr. Smart left England to return to 
T approve your suggestion, 


Foreign Ofieo, November 14, 1911, 





post vid Bushire, 











(45113) 
Sir Edwand Grey to Mr, O'Beirne, 
(No. 691.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Offic, November 14, W911, 


_ RUSSIAN complaints against Shuster's action, as reported in your telograin 
No, 277 of yesterday, seem to. bo better founded than dispute about Shoaces-Sultesehte 
property, as rogards which I am inclived, jadging by the version of facts in any 
possession, to consider that there has been some inisunderstandin 

4 You might tell Minister for Foreign Affairs that I fully Sale that the Russian 
Government cannot abandon the standpoint they have taken up in this matter, but the 
real and more substantial difficulty seems to be Shuster's anti-Russian yoliey in 
Northern Persia, and the Russian Government should, I think, make public their own 
case against that. Could they not formulate their complaints against Shuster and 
make a formal demand respecting them ? 

‘You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that it is iny sincere hope that the 
Russian Government will not go further than the assurances given me by Count 
Beuckendorff regarding their intentions, that is, to restrict dispatch of detachment to 
Kazvin and not to send any men to Tehran unless required by Russian Minister for 
protection of legation. It would be deplorable if a crisis rere precipitated which led 
toa Russian occupation and the fall of Persian Government. 
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No, 257. 
Messrs. Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office (Received November 15.) 


28, Oxfod Stet Manchest, November 18, 2911. 
ceipt of your letter of the 10th November, 1911, from which we not 
that the oxide mines at Hormuz are to be handed over to the. Muin-ut-Tajjar for ton 
years from the 22nd March, 1910, on the condition that he carries out Messrs. Strick’s 
contract. 5 pores 
Wo beg most energetically to protest against this arrangement, which is in flagrant 
contravention of all tho assurances we have from time to time roceived from His 
Majesty's Government. fegintin Osfeme= 
Wo must also protest against the failure on the part of His Majesty's Government 
to fulfil tho pledges given to us, and on the strength of which we entered into this 
Hsinoss, and most aguin ask that the Persian Goveroment bo informed, without any 
further delay, that no shipments of oxide can be permitted from Hormuz in further 
Aisrogard of our eights and while these remain uosatised, 
ELLINGER axp Co. 


(45442) 











(45474) No. 258. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office (Received November 16.) 


ge eetcane) Board of Trade, November 14, 1911. 


“WITH referonce to your Teter of the 8th September forwarding copy of 
ospatch fron His Majesty's consul-enoral at Bushire, with a report on German trade 
and shipping in the Persian Gulf, Tam dite 

‘ot herewith, for the consideration of Sir 
Yao ened to be prepared dealing 
despatch, 






by the Board of Trade to forward to 
opy of a Memorandum which they 
‘questions raised by Colonel Cox's 


Tam, &e, 
GEO, J. STANLEY. 


losure in No. 258. 


Memorandum by the Board of Trade respecting the Commercial Position in the 
Persian Gulf. 








Yonfidential. Re 
(Con slgpnteh of ConsulCeneral Cox to the Foreign Office, dated the 29rd. July 
1911, and the enclosed report, by Mr. Vioe-Consul Chick, deal with German commercial 
activity in the Pensian bulk region during the year ended October 1910; and in 








ticular direct attention to, certain points in regard to. which it is suggested that 
Teton right an, if powsble abould, be taken by His Majest 's Government, Further 
suggestions ‘aro contained in recent telegrams trom Colonel Cox to the Comercial 
Tntelienco Brauch, nnd ina Totter datod the Ist, Octobor from Mr. Chick to 
Mr, Worthington. Copies of these documents are appended. The present memorandum 
deals silely with these various proposals and the matters to which they relate; and does 
hot attempt to consider in any detail the general problem of German competition in the 
Gulf region. 





L. Shipping. 

in the despatch of Colonel Cox mentioned above, atteution was drawn to the 
tenes of Antwerp as n port of eall for German ahips on their way to the Gulf, 
‘and to the fact that since 1908 of the British lines trading to the Gulf, only the West 
Hartlepool line calls at Antwerp. It is stated that this line is believed to be acting 
‘under some agroement with the Hamburg-America line in this respect, 

"The exact position with regard to the Gulf shipping is certainly not clear. Some 
tivo or three years ago we were informed by Mr. Strick that the three British lines 
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trading to the Gulf—his own (the Anglo-Algerian line, Bucknall’s, and the West 
Hartlepool—formed a combine whose policy he controlled. The Bucknall Tine was 
weak, and the West Hartlepool line was relatively unimportant, ‘This British combine 
had au agreement with the Hambur-America line. Subsequently the Bucknall line 
was acquired by Sir John Ellerman, but Mr. Strick stated that, he was to. have chan 
of the Ellermsn interests in the Gulf, Tn September 1910, Mr. Strick informed the 
Foreign Offs that fr cams with whic, he was unagqualate, the Hamburg-Ameten 
Tine bad teominated the agreement or understanding. Butit is noteworthy that whereas 
some time earlier he had declared his inability to engage in a freight’ war with the 
German line without Government assistance, he then (September 1910) professed 
indifference to any action which the German lines might tke, Since ten the board 
have heard nothing as to auy change in the position, but the facteatated in. the papers 
now under consideration, and other facts gathered by the commercial intelligence 
branch, are suggestive. 
Comparing the two years ended in October 1909 aud 1910 respectively, it appears 
that the sailings of the Hamburg—America line to the Gulf increased from nine to 
ten (this latter number is smaller than in 1907 or 1908), the suilinus of the Anglo 
Algerian Tine from thirteen to eighteen ; of the Bucknall line from seven to fifteen 
and of the West Hartlepool line from four to ten. (This is the largest number recorded 
since 1906 for this line, See table on p, 2 of Colonel Cox's despateh.) Tt appears that 
of the three last-mentioned lines only the West Hartlepool calls at Antwerp. ‘The 
aideup capital ofthe West Hartlepool line is 410,0004, 16,000 101, shares. are held by 
Mr, Julius Guthe, chairmnan and managing director, who is a naturalised British subject, 
and Messre. T. B, Guthe and Julius Guthe, Junr,, are two out of the other thres 
ivetors. It may therefore be assumed that the elder Mr, Guthe has, directly or 
irectly, a controlling interest. ‘The company has paid no dividend sinew 1907,” Tt 























i 
debentures stand at 70, In March last it had a debit balance of 28,000, ‘The sailings 
are from Middlesbrough, with calls always at Antwerp. From enquiries made by the 








commercial intelligenes branch, it appears that tho company has no connection with any 
other British lines, and is stated to be ignored by them, 

Tt seems obvious that, axsuming the above statement correctly represents the facts, 
the West, Hartlepool line cannot be going to Antwerp in competition with the Hamburg. 
America Ting, and there would appear to be at least « possibility that the opinion 
expressed by Colonel Cox and Mr. Chick as to an arrangement. between the two lines 
may be correct. (The statemient of the firm in their letter to the Foreign Office, of 
which copy was sent to the Board of Trade on tlie Bist Ootober, does not necessarily, 
conflict with this.) 

‘The situation certainly seems unsatisfuctory, but it 
get at the actual facts, without direct enquiry off Mr, Strick, and it may be dcubted if 
he would be willing to give any definite information." In any event wo know 
that as he had secured contructs in respect of general trade from England and sugar 
from Marseilles, aud his wove control of the Hormuz oxide deposits, he is. satisfied with 
his position, and would only be willing to engage in w conflict with the Hamburg. 
America line, and an attack upon their continental trade, in return for a xubstantiil 
subsidy, which iv has already been desided could be ‘defended uly on political 
grounds, 

Light is thrown on Mr, Strick’s general attitude by his ply to the communications 
made to him by the Commercial Intelligence Branch, in consequence of the telegram 
from Colone) Cox of the 27th September, unging that an attempt should be made to 
induce Mr, Strick to cancel or suspend the recent increase of homeward frvights for 
rain carved by the lines under his eontrol, which is suid to render the competition of 

itish firms with the German firm impossible, ‘The reply is simply to the effect that 
the increase is perfectly reasonable, and cannot. possibly have any harmful effect, and 


swe do not appear to be in x position to controvert this, or to offer Mr. Strick’ any 
luceinent. to modify his policy, 

















does not appenr possible to 


























2 The Suyar Trade, 


Colonel Cox and Mr. Chick draw attention to the efforts of the Germans to 
dominate the sugar trade in the Gulf, and to the fact that the exports of sugar to. the 
Gulf form an important part of the cargoes from Antwerp. The. posbility of an 
attempt to capture any part of this trade by sending British ships to Antwerp —othor 
than the West Hartlepool line, which carries a large amount. of sugar—hus been dealt 
with above ; it is possible also that the Belgian refinery from which the sugar conies has 
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made long-period contracts in respect of freight, in which case it would not be possible 
to divert tho traffic, 

As regards the trade in sugar from Marseilles, a8 to which it is asserted (p. 6 of 
Colonel Cox's despatch) that the carriage will soon be in the hands of the Hamburg- 
America line, it must be pointed out that the only Marseilles refinery shipping to the 
Gulf'is under contract to ship only by the Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall lines, and 
cannot do otherwise for some time to come without breaking the contract. (Mr, Strick’s 
lotter to Foreign Office, of the 10th August, 1911.) 

With respect to the sugar trade generally, it may be remarked that the Board of 
‘rade have succeeded in interesting Messrs, Tate in the matter, and understand that 
they are quite alive to its importance. Ttis not apparent that anything else can be done. 
‘The difficulty lies in the fact that the Persian demand is mainly for loaves, which are not 
manufactured in any United Kingdom refinery, though they aré made by Belgian refineries 
for both the home und export trades, ‘The manufacture of loaves requires special 
machinery and special arrangements for drying, and is a considerably longer process than 
the mantifcture of tablets or cubes, and the Persian market alone soo stall that there is 
very little inducement fir British firms to take up this branch of the wanufuoture. 
Moasrs, ‘Tate, however, are hopeful of some success iu their venture of pushing the sale 
of their cube 
































3. Baniing Facilities, 


Tn the letter of the Ist October, 1911, from the British consulate-general at 
ire to Mr, Worthington, complaint is made of the difficulties experienced by 
hi firms there in obtaining, money from the local branch of the Imperial Bank of 












‘The exact nature of the difficulty is not quite clear. When a firm in an Eastern 
port desire to ship. producs, they usually arrange with a London bank for a credit 
‘available by drafta ng, the documents representing the shipments having to be 
ont to the bank, When a credit has been received by a firm, if they are not possessed 
of large means, they apply to the bank's local branch or agent foran adyauce in local 
deposit of the produce to be shipped in a warehouse jn the: bank's 
ment ix completed, the drafts are drawn under the credit at the rate 
i if'w number of such credits, or a large credit: has 
y scarce locally, and the bank may find it necessary 
tho rae of exchange to sush a. point aa will give relief by ‘uabling, them to 
ing in fresh supplies, “In such action the bank would doubtless always have in 
View tho intorests: of all its local clients: they would all have to suffer in th 
of exchange, but, so fr as the bank could arrange, they would all have supplies of 
emrency's nd a firm that could not obtain their usual supply (or at least 1 supply 
tionato to their credits) because some other firm happened to have an 

y large credit on London, would have a legitimate cause for complaint, 
however, be that in the present case the German firm made a contract wit 
the bank for'a lange advance in krans in Bushire without reference to a sterling. credit, 
stich wd ther a specified amouny or sufficient to cover the firm's require. 
musts, Though it is unlikely that tho bank would make evel 4 contrast without 
taking procautions against possible difficulties arising therefrom, it may be that the 
contract was for a larger sum than was prudent, and that the bank found themselves 
‘unable to furnish the usual facilities to their other customers, who would cousequently 
not from unfair treatment, but trom au error of judgment on the part of the 
































































































ld probably by possible to make confidential enquiries into the matter on this 
Fuccwssury, to convey to the bank in the same manner a warning as to the 
rability of any: suspi to the preferential treatment of fo 
Persian trade, 





4. Other matters. 





(a) Trading Policy of the German 
Mr. Worthington, reference i 
Bushire of nuking advan 


‘n.—In the letter of the Ist October to 
is made to the practice of the German firm's agents at 
sto the tribesmen, sprobably against growing crops or crops: 
not even planted,” ‘This kind of proceeding is probably the main. cause ot the develop: 
nent of Messrs. Wonckhaus’s trade on the Gulf, it would undoubtedly give them great 
influence with the natives; but it is highly” spe and the British firms would 
doubtless be unwilling to compete in this way with Messrs, Wonckhaus, nor could they 
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be expected to do so. ‘The British firms probably make some advances, but they would 
not be prepared to make them on the extensive seale which appears to be adopted by 
their Gane ‘competitors. 

(b.) Paiaaey Baaciices of the German Firm.—It is understood that the state- 
ments in the paragraphs on p. 9 of Colonel Cox's despatch bearing on this subject, aro 
substantially correct, and that in 1910, Mr, Otto Beit, who had some connection with 
the Hamburg firma of Traun, Sturcken, and Co,, did take the place of this firm as a 
“commanditaire” partner with Messe Wenckbaus, It ig doubtful, however, if the 
Foreign Office or Hoard of Trade could take any action in this matter which would be 
likely to meet with any success, % 

(c.) Tuga and River Craft.—There seems to be no information in the possession of 
the Board of Trade as to tho alleged intentian of the Gorman, to take Lupe to. the 
Gulf, and we have not heard anything recently of the schemes for dealing with 
lighterage at Bussorah. Should the Germans be allowed to use their own boats for the 
conveyance of malay material up the Tigris to Bugd which they might quite 
protably desio to do-it might by dillcalt to get them off the river when tho railay 
Te completed to Bagdad, or even afterwards when it bas reached the Gulf; and this, 
and still more the suggested transference of the Turkish boats to the Germats—which, 
however, is now perhaps unlikely—would strengthen the German position and prestige 
there greatly, 







































5. Conclusions, 


So far as the evidence in the papers now under consideration goes, it does little 
more than strengthen the conclusions reached in previous examinations of this problem, 
namely, that the efforts to build up German trade and shipping interests on the Gulf 
tare being msde, and are likely to continue, without: very much regand for the immediate 
financial results, and are directed probably’ to the ereation of apparent economie interests 
which can serve as the basis for political aims, It is apparent also that these efforts 
fare meeting with some measure of success, and there is little likelihood that the unsound 
methods adopted—unsound when regarded from a purely commercial point of view 
will, however largo the resultant losses, drive German enterprises from tho Gulf, It is 
also certain that the British firms will not compete with the Germans by. adopting 
their methods; there is little evidence (except, possibly in the present caso of graine 
buying) that they are feeling Gerinan competition at all keenly ; on commereial grounds 
British ship-owners will not enter into a conflict with tho Hamburg-Americh {ine, not 
is there any reason (from their point of view) why they should do so, Regarding’ the 
whole question from the commercial standpoint, however rygrettable some of the fuels 
may be, there is no case shown for intervention by His Majesty's Government, even it 
‘Some useful form of intervention on purvly commercial lines could be devised. From 
the political standpoint. there may conceivably be serious reason for action by His 
Majesty's Government, but the decision as to.the need and nature of such action doos 
not rest, with the Board of Trade, 


November 6, 1911. 
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APPENDIX. 
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British Consul-General at Bushive to Board of Trade. 
(Telegraphic.) Bushiro, September 27, 1911, 
Understand Strick and Co, raised freight wheat 20s, next two months. Stock 


likely to be heavy, but British firms state rise will make them stop. purchasing. 
Result will be Germans with lowor freights would purchase everything, Cannot 
Strick and Co, delay rise temporarily —Coxsvi-GusenaL. 
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@) 
Messrs, F.C. Strick and Co. to Board of Trade. 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
be Fas oath alGen aa eal pou 
” Wo beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, an an 
for handing us copy of cable received by you from Hi Majesty's consl-gveral at 
hite, i 0 grain freights from that port. i 
eae beg Det tant ‘your reply to the eonsul-zeneral, you point out that, at 
present, thero appears to be no reason why fieighta should be reduced as be indicates. 
7 have recently booked considerable quantities of Gulf grain at 20s., and even at 212.5 
scale ton, andi no one on this wide has made any complaint of the rates of freight. 
‘urther, the recent fixtures of steamers by Gulf merchants for full cargoes have been 
at rates which work out no more than 20s. Fa sel ton 0 is Abigale ot ese 
f cargo cannot he considered anything but very reasonable. 
1 ra elated nt npace by tho Harsburge Americ Company's steamers is fall 
booked up to the end of tho year, and, consequently, any alteration we might make in 
our rates of freight would have no effect on the quantities carried or the freights 
charged by the Hamburg-America line steamers Beate = 
For Frank C. Strick and Co., Limited), 
sah. TERED. G. JONAS, 





















(3) 
Board of Trade to Consil-General, Bushire. 


Sir, Act ea eeo 

"Td ived your telegram of the 27th September (copy enclosed), an 
sonnltnd Mears Stuhr After tomo convernaton they eoked ane {0 end them & sony 
of the telogemn, and they would then consider tho matter, 1 did so, and) now enclose 
& copy of otter resid from then on the ath October, which confims the information 
they gave me verbally, I telegraphed to you the same day that they declined to ao 
‘as you suggested, and that I was writing to you. 





Tam, &e, 
FREDK. HOOPER, 


Consul-Goneral, Bushire, to Board of Trade. 


i i 7, 1911 
(Telegraphic, Pushire, October 7, 19 
(eRe your telagram of the ath, Ostober Teter now in post for you wil 
roagh you the 21st October. Endeavour effact suspension Strick and Co.'s action ti 
then Cox, 














(6) 


Consulate-General, Bushire, to Board of Trade. 

(Confidential. 2 11. 

Mr. Worthington, Bushire, October 1, 1911. 
STi ye ought to ke You informed of the prownt state of, German com 
petition hero, which bas lately begun, to assail the British postion in a way which 
auses tus sone anxiety, and, with Colonel Cox’s approval, T plase the following 

‘observations before you th 
During 1909 and 1910 the position as fur as Bushiro and Mohammerah (Persian 
ports) were concerned, was that  Wonekhaus and Co, had no permanent German 
Topresontative at either port, and were doing practically no other business than land 
the Hamburg-America cargces once a month. Robert Wonckhaus has dissclved 
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nership with his Hamburg fiiends, and was looking for support elsewhere + 
Wifosaatly ha found tie Peas i MO GUS EE Ce Wa her toed 
the 17th August, 1910), and that development seems to have altered the whole 
aspect of affairs, 

As stated in the report on the German lines operations for October 1909-10 (No. 6, 
Commercial. of the 27th July, 1911), Wnokhaus and Co, opened lange eredits in the 
beginning of this year with eoveral German banking firms and with Martin's Bank in 
Londin. ‘There were usually favourable opportunities for buying grain here and at 
Mobammerah this year, and they at once started buying lungely. 

Aided by the specially low rates of freight which they enjoy from the Hamburg 
America line, which I have lately been told on the most reliable authority aro always $8, 
less than those quoted by the British lines, and with the above-mentioned eredits at their 
disposal they have been able to ride roughshod over all other buyers, It is obvious that 
with such such a margin as 5s. per ton they can foree prices up above the limit of British 
firms. 

Atthe present there are about five British firms here buying for the London markets 
it is sufficient that a British firm has named its price fora parcel of wheat for the German 
gat. to ap i immediately by as much as H kran per ewt, (approximately) or higher, 
‘The German agents (the firm has two men here now) simply pass down tho wharf and 
buy everything, ‘They have always a crowd of tribesmen in the office, to whom they 

wdvances ; the German also have a number of agents buying for them at the small 
district ports. 

Apart from the above-mentioned handicap to British firms, scarcity of current 
coin for purchases was beginning to affect the operations of all European firma; the 
bank having an insufficient supply, while the German credits came to an end a fow 


weeks ago. 

‘Aided by a British institution, the Imperial Bank of Persia, in London, the German 
firm, however, freed themselves from the difficulty by getting’ their London friends to 
‘open a new large credit for them in krans at Bushire. 

The result is that, the branch of the bank here eannot now spare the British firma 
any money at all, until the German firm have beon satisfied. No doubt the Iiperial 
Bank in London were unaware, when they accepted this German business, of the 
unfortunate position in which it would. place the British firms and its office here, Woe 
are now trying to get the firms money by other means, 

‘Thirdly, the British steamer companies choose the present moment to raise froights 
‘on wheat by 28. Gi ives, just sufficient. to make purchases: too risky for 
cautious British firms at the present * German" prices 

onel Cox has already telegraphed for your assistance in. preventing this from 
effect, and T now enclose copy of a letter ofthe 28rd September, whiel T wroto to 
feta hare (at the request of buyer) 
f freights are raised to 20e,, the Germans are likely to remain in poasoasion of 
the ficld alone, ‘The amount of our wheat business may seem small to you, but ib 
Jarge item in this part of the world, 
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give you the above details for you to judge of the effect of German compotition. 
Tdoubt whether the British shipping companies quite understand the position. 

If the German firm by virtue of the dx. rebate has the bulk of trade in. the wheat 
export in its hands, it will mean that it will acquire this year a unique position iu the 
€306 of the natives of the town and in the whole district, to the disparagement of British 

le. 

Some, British firms (including Messrs. Gray, Paul, and Co) are now talking. of 
asking the Germans to form a combine to fix prices; the fact of hal-a-down British 
firms, some of long standing, asking one German firm to come to terms with thom. is 
ssuffcient to show how British prestige is likely to suffer; and, from what I know of 
German overtures in that direction at the beginning of the year, the Germans will 
hardly now be content with less than one-third or one-half of tho wheat purchased, and 
ull the barley, 

In either case, the British commercial position at Bushire via-d-oia a single 
German firm is likely to suffer, and at the present juncture, when one does not. know 
Gin s oing to lappen in Southern Persia, thore feems to bo a danger in having tho 

iit they have an important commercial interest in the district, as 























Germans claiming ¢ 
the result of subsidised competition. One of the most influential Persian merchants 
warmed me this week that the German firm was adopting these tacties for tho sole. end 
of obtaining influence in the district for political purposes, 
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T want to ask whether there is no possibility of Government intervening to assist 
our firms to compete effectively. ipa : ies 

Grain being an exceptional article in which a small difference in freight means a 
grit deal, could not the Board of Trade see their way to recommend that the British 
Rhea reorive a special service grant of money, in compensation for giving, shipments to 
the United Kingdom from Persia a rebate similar to that allowed by the Hamburg— 
‘Amorica line ? ma 

T suppose there is nothing to be done with Mr, Otto Beit—he is presumably a 
British subject, but he is distinctly promoting an attack on the position of British 
trado here. If he is in a position to withdraw, could he not be given a hint to do so? 

With apologies for the length of this letter, yours, &c. 5 

(Bor Hl. G. Chick), 

NEWTON WORRAD. 








(45380) No. 259. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 





(No, 572. 
(ielegraphi) P. Tehran, November 15, 1911. 

NOPHING short of compulsion would, T feel convinced, induco the Medjliss to 
nazree to the extension of the Cossack brigade of the naturereferred to in St. Petersburgh 
talegram No, 278 of the 14th instant. Indeed, as the Russian Government would, 1 
prosnine, not allow Russian officers to assist in the suppression of any recrudescence 
of the in 11 they would be of little use for the purpose contemplated by the 
Regent. 











(45516) 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Received November 15 





Tehran, November 15, 1911. 





ncident, 
egrain No, G91 to St. Petersburgh of the 14th Novembor. 
understood that ony Russian force sent to Tehran in the event of 
the Pers ment refusing to, withdraw the ‘Treasury gendarmes from the 
property in dispute would bi 1es not to protect the legation. 
Instructions wero receiy night to break off relations 
with the Cabinet if one existed; a detachment of Russian troops would then be 
dispatched to Kazvi 
M. Poklewaki has telegraphed to his Gov 
et has yet heen formed, but that i 
y satisfy Russian de 
raphod in opin 
from the dispatch of troops to Kaz 

















ment this morning to the effect that 
‘when formed the new one does not 

break off relations. He has also 
h tho Russian demands does not result 
he necessary to send 2,000 men to ‘Tehran 
in order to make certain of attaining the object in view, and that in order to keop 
‘open. comm 8 2,000 more will bo needed as areserveat Kazvin. ‘The Treasury 
gendarmorio could muster 350 men if necessary, but I fear that the force sent in the 
vent of the Persian Govermment’s refusal of satisfaction must be so largo as to make 
resistance hopeless if all possibility of bloodshed is to be avoided. 
























(45510) No. 261. 





—(Received November 15.) 


‘Tehran, November 15, 111. 






¢ consul at Shiraz reports that Colonel Douglas proposes to 










march to Abadeh with about 220-men ; 120 of these will then proceed to Isphaban, the 
rest retum to Shiraz as an escort for Miss Ross. 
Thave approver Colonel Douglas's proposal. 













































129 






145646) No. 262, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 16.) 
(No. 575.) 
(Telozraphic.) R. 
YOUR telegram No, 886 
ssian Minister has not yet received instructions to protest against appointment 
‘of Lecofire, who is on his way to Tabreez. Z ae 


Tehran, November 15, 1911. 









[45647] No, 263, 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Haoard Grey.—(Received November 15.) 
(No 576.) _ 
(Selegraphic.) P. Tohran, Novembor 15, 1911, 
SHOA-ES-SULTANEH'S properties. 





Tam informed Shuster states that he holds proof that it is untrue that any Russian 
‘mortgage exists on these properties. 

A Russian subject holds the lease of one property but it is a different ono from 
that out of which this Russo-Persian incident has mainly arisen, 








[45618] No. 264. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir award Grey.—(Received November 15.) 


ie 281). 
telegraphic) P. St, Petorsburgh, November 15, 1911, 
A and Porn My telegram No, 279 of the 14th Novowber, 

I vas told by M. Nératof this evening that a telegram had been received from 
M. Poklewaki, reporting the resignation of the. Persian Prime Minister and Minister of 
Forcin Affi, and stating that there was no prospect of the Russian demands being 
complied with promptly. ‘In these circumstances, M, Nératof’s personal opinion was 
that Russia must at once take active measures, I begged him earnestly to allow 
further period of grac to the Persian Government, and pointed out that th 1 
of the Persian Ministers would give Russia an excuse for doing so, Russia might, 
declare he> intention of landing tcoops if her demads were not saiaed within theo 
days. M. Nératof would give no definite reply to this suggestion, but held out, some 
hopes that his Government might adopt it. "Fle si 











ni jo said that he must consider the matter 
further, and remarked that, in the event of the period of grace being conceded, he 
contemplated adding a further demand, and requiring the Persian Government to 


Humeye the officials who had been respousible for the gendarmerie incident, including 








(45519) No. 265, 
6 2), Mr. O'Boirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 
logan) Pin St, Petersburgh, November 16, 1911. 


I spoke to M. Nératof as instructed in your telegram No, 691 of the 14th November. 
His Excellency explained to. me that the Russian Government considered. ib 
absolutely essential that the house in dispute should be evacuated by the gendarmerie 
force. Tn taking possession of the property the gendarmes had disarmed the men of 
‘he Gosack brigade, and they had subsequently inwulted ussinn consuls ofl, Tt 
was, therefore, absolutely necessary for the Russian Government to effect their with- 
drawal. With this object in view, a detachment would, if neoossury, be sent up to 
‘rt Kassin 
_ With regard to your suggestion that the Russian Government might formulate 
theie complaints aguiet Shuster, M, Nératof pointed out that; fron Reval potato 
view, it would be dificult for them to protest against appointments such as that of 
M. Lecoffre to Tabreez, since such 1 protest would constitute an interference in the 


[saa] 2L 
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internal affairs of Persia, His Excellency, however, is now considering whéther he 

might not base a demand for the dismissal of Shuster on the ground that the treasurer- 
general must be held responsible for the-action of his own gendarmes (see my telegram 
(o. 281 of the 15th November). 


(Confidential) 2 = 

It is evident that the Russian Government consider that Russian prestige is 
gravely involved in the dispute over Shuia-es-Sultaneh’s sequestered property, inasmuch 
4 it developed into a conflict between Shuster ond his gendarmes on the one side and 
the Russian consul-general and the Cossack brigade on the other. 























[46034] No. 266. 


4. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 13.) 


fo. 286.) 

S Telegraphic) P, 
RUSSIA and Porsia, 

‘This afternoon I called upon M. Nératof, and spoke to his Excellency in accordance 

With the instructions contained in your telegram No. 694 of the 16th November, 

M, Nératof assured me that Russia, in any stops which she might take, would do 
nothing to strike at Porsia’s integrity, ‘and that the fundamental principles of the 
Anglo-Russian understanding would be kept intact, no matter what might happen, 

With regard to your suggestion that Russian action might take the form of 
soiing Porsian customs-houses, M. Nératof said that this idea had been rejected by 
tho Russian Government after careful consideration, as it was thought that the effect 
of ‘auch a measure on the Persian Government would not be very serious. He 
considered that that Government could only be brought to reason by some more 

vouction. I pressed his Excellency to allow further time for consideration to the 
Porsian Government, before onlering the Russian troops to advance on Tehran. ‘To 

Excellency. replied that it would take five days for the troops to reach 

this interval the Persian Government would have amplo time in 

shich to mako up its mind, I urged that, on the arrival of the Russian troops at 

Kaayin, he might address a Jast warning to the Persian Government, pointing out that 

4 refusal of tho Russian demands would entail very serious cousequonces, but 

M, Nératof declared that this course was rendered impossible by the fact’ that 

M. Poklovski had already broken off relations with the Persian Government, and that, 

moreover, Russia, now that she had formulated hier demands, could uot again approach 

the Pt ernment without loss of prestige. A proposal that he might 

‘ communicate through the, Persian Legation here was also negatived. M. Nératof had 

omarked that the Russian demands would he raised in proportion as it was found 

necessary to order the advance of the Russian troops, and T accordingly enquired, as a 

personal suggestion, whether he thought that any’ useful purpose would be served by 

Sir G, Barclay informing tho Porsian Government that wo had been told that if they 

did not immediately satisly the present Russian demands, not only would Russian 

troops occupy Tehran, buf the Reasian, Government would algo insist upon fresh 

demands, -M. Nératof said that he would have no objection to Sir G. Barclay making 
such a communication, no matter whether it were successful or not. 

‘Turning to the general situation, L told M, Nératof how ardently you desired to 
wintain a close understanding with the Russian Government, and I reminded his 
Excellency of how you hac always striven to the best of your power to meet the wishes 
of Russia, instanced the Stokes and Lecolfre cases, and pointed out how often you 
had defended Russian action in Parliament when it had been attacked. Ib 
to recollect that you hnd to take British public opinion into account, ‘The Russian 
account of the present incident differed in some respects from the reports which we 
had received, and the task of justifying armed Russian intervention would be a very 

ifficult ono for you. Russia might have received great provocation, but the fact 
that an attempt had been mado by the Persian. Cossacks to proveat the 
roperty of one of tho leaders in the late rebellion being confiseated. To this 
M. Nénitof replied by repeating the explanations whi 
Mr. O'Reitue, He laid speci 
persou whose propert 
while imploments wh 







St. Petersburgh, November 15, 1911. 






































































i he had previously given to 
al stress on the fact that no notification of the name of th 
to bo sequestrated had been made to the Russian Legation, 
Hh were the property of the Shua-es-Sultaneh’s Russian tenant 
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had been seized. Ho referred to the conciliatory attitude which the Russian Govern: 
ment had adopted in the matter of the appointments of Mr. New and of another British 
subject at Ispahian, and remarked that Russia had at Jast been forced to take action by 
the accumulation of one provocation after another. 

Tthen spoke in the sense of the two paragraphs, marked “Very Confidential,” at 
the end of your telegram. M. Nératof assured me that there was no reason to suspect 
M. Pokhitonof of any intention of creating incidents, nor was there any danger of 
subor/inate Russian officials in Persia compromising tho Anglo-Russian agreement. 
His Excellency admitted that M. Pokhitonof might perhaps have proceeded more 


{utciomls but he had been placed in a position in which circumstances had forced 
jim to act. 











18 which the consul- 
His Excellency added that Major Stokes was also u 
to official, and that at the present moment he was still living in Mr. Shuster's 








Nératof gave me to understand in the course of our conversation that the real 
desiro of the Russian Government is to effect tho removal of Mr. Shuster, I pointed 
out how difficult this would now be, in view of the fact that the Medjliss bad decided 
to remain in session permanently, but his Excellency observed that perhaps the date 
now fixed for the elections might be anticipated, and suggested tho ility of the 
now Assembly proving more amenable. M. Nératof appeared to believe that in any 
circumstances the Regent would remain, and as we then proceeded to discuss what 
would happen in the event of his resigning, I took the opportunity of warning ‘his 
Excellency that His Majesty’s Government eould not, in any circumstances, eotsent to 
the ex-Shah’s return, 

When T was on the point of leaving, Tasked M. Nératof to tell mo frankly whether his 
Government had any intention of occupying Kazvin or Tehran for any length of time. T 
observed that a lengthy occupation would be regarded generally as a preliminary to a 
protectorate, and that the establishment of a protectorate would constitute a direct 
infringement of tho Anglo-Russin agrooment, He replied that the role object. of the 
present measures, which were of a purely provisional character, was to obtain redress for 
the grievances of which Rusia complained. On my enquising what satisfaction Russia 
would consider sufficient to induce her to withdraw her troops, M. Nératof said. that 
the troops would be recalled as soon as the Russian Government was notified that 
Mr. Shuster had been dismissed. If the Persian Government conceded this 

tion, Russia would tlidraw her demand that the gendarmes now in 
Possession of the sequestrated property should be replaced hy Persia Cossacks, 
























[45507] No, 267. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edteard Gi 
(No. 10.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

SWEDISH officers for the Persian army. 

My telegram No, 17 of the 11th November. 

Tam told that a warning has been addressed to the Swedish Government by the 
Russian Government, pointing out in a friendly and unofficial manner, that if Swedish 
officers were to undertake the work of organising the Persian army there might be 
complications, especially if they were employed in north Persia, 


—(Réceived Novomber 16.) 


Stockholm, November 16, 1911. 











(46133) ? No. 268. 
Mr. O'Beirne to 





Edieard Grey.—(Reevived November 20.) 





t. Petershnirgh, November 11, 1911. 
T CALLED yesterday on the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in order to 
ascertain how matters stood with regard to the latest Russo-Persian incident, At our 
conversation of the Gth instant, which is reported in my despatch No, 
7d instant, ratof had referred only to the return by M. Poklewski of the Persian 
note demanding the recall of the Russian consul-general. He had said nothing about 














































182 


a demand on the part of the Russian Minister for an apology for insults offered to 
Russian consular officials, and I was yesterday not yet aware of the contents of 
Sir G, Barclay’s recent telegrams on the subject. I had, however, seen some press 
telegrams, which seemed to show that the difference betiween the two Governments 
had reached a eritical point, 

M. Nératof now made to me the communication which Thad the honour to report 
to you by my telegram No. 271 of yesterday's date. He said that M. Poklowski had 
made the following three demands verbally of the Persian Government: ‘That they 
should acquiesce in the return of their note asking for the recall of the consul-general ; 
that the Minister for Foreign Affairs should express his regrets for insulting conduct 
of which the Persian gendarmes had been guilty towards certain Russian consular 
officials; and, lastly, that the gendarmes should be withdrawn from the house of 
Shoa-es-Sultaneh, which had beon the scene of the dispute, and should be replaced by 
Persian Cossacks. ‘Tho Persian Government had apparenily acquiesced in the return 
Of their note, though they stated that they regretted M. Poklewski’s action in returning 
it, They had declined tho other two demands, asking that in the first place a joint 
enquiry should be held into the facts. 

On this point M. Nératof explained to me that the insults which the Russian 
Government complained of consisted in the gondarmes having pointed their rifles at 
two officials of the Russian consulate, who, as I understood, were passing Shoa-es- 
Sultanch’s house. ‘The facts wero vouched for, his Excellency said, by the two 
officials, and also by a Russian officer who was present, ‘The only other witnesses who 
could be questioned wero the gendarmes themselves, and the statements of the consular 
officials must be accepted. 

Proceeding, M. Nératof said that M. Poklowski had reported to the Imperial 
Government: the attitude taken by the Persian Government in regard to his demands, 
‘nd that he had theroupon been instructed to present the sume demands to the Persian 
Government in writing, and to ask for an immediate reply. He was probably carrying. 
out these instructions on the day of our conversation (yesterday). He was furthor 
instructed that if he did not receive a satisfactory reply within two days he was to 
inform the Persian Government that relations were broken off, and that the Russian 









































Government would tako the measures which it thonght necessary. M. Nératof added 
that ho would tell me in confidence that the 70 which the Russian Government 
hhad determined upon was the dispatch of a Russian force to Kazvin as on a previous 
occasion, It should bo of sulficiont. stre fa detachment being 





th to permit 
fumpioned. by MM. Peklowaki to ‘Telian which would remove tho gendaemes. from 
Shoa-ox-Sultanch’s house and instal Persian Cossacks in their plico, after which it 
would roturn to Kazvin, 

Tiado no comment on what his Excellency toldl me beyond saying that I supposed 
tho Persian Government would give way. 











Thave, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRN 








(45536) No. 269, 


Ar, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey —(Reecived November 16.) 





(No. 
Si 





1) 

5 St. Petersburgh, November 12, 1911. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herowith copy of a letter which I have received 

from the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in rogard to the increase of the Russian 








consular escort at Astrabad, and also respecting the presentation of a note to the Persian 
Government by the Kussian Mi 


ister on the subject of the recent incident at Tehran. 
Thave, é&o. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 








Enclosure in No. 269, 


M. Névatof to Mr. O'Beir 


Saint-Pétershourg, le 30 octobre 
(12 noeembre), 1911. 

IE crois devoir vous prévenir que, vu les pillages auxquels se livrent les Turcomans 

dans les environs d’Astrabad depuis la victoire remportée par Mohammed Ali Schah 


Mon chor Mr, O'Beirne, 
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sur le détachement des troupes du Gonvernement persan, et en présence du fait que la 
vie ét Jes biens des sujets russes sur les lieux, ainsi que la ville meme, sont sérieusement 
menaoés par ees hordes de nomades, nous renforgons Yescorte de notre consul & 
Astrabad de 200 cosaqnes, avec deux mitrailleuses. 

Je viens de recevoir un télégramme de Poklewsky m'informant que la note 
officielle relative & Ia liquidation de incident du conflit que vous connaissez a été 
remise au Gouvernement persan hier le 29 octobre (11 novembre). 

Votre sincdrement dévous, 
A. NERATOR, 





[45609] No. 270. 
Tndia Offce to Foreign Ofice —(Received November 16.) 


Sir, ; India Office, November 15, 1911. 
TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 9th instant, and in reply to say that, he sees no objection to postponing 
the proposed survey of the country between Bushiro and Shiraz until better onder 
1 
Tam, however, to remark that the decision to undertake the survey appears to 
have been given in'your letter of the 20th August, and my lottor of 2nd instant: dealt, 
nly with the incidence ofthe cost half of which tho Secretary of Stato in, Council x 
repared to accept as a charge on indian revenues, provided i 
poner! tentang ies, provided the Imperial Government 


Tam, de. 





R. RITHM, 
(45618) No. 271. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 16.) 
(No. 577.) _ 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, November 16, 1911, 


TAM informed that beforo resigning office the Prime Minister sent instructions to 
Shuster to withdraw his gendarmes from the property in dispute, and that Shuster 
replied that, as the order on which he had acted when taking possession of the 
property was signed by all the Ministers, he must decline to withdraw his men until 








the order to do so was signed in a similar way. 









(45672) No, 272. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 16.) 
(No. 578.) 
'elegraphic.) _P. Tehran, November 16, 1911, 


RUSSO-PERSIAN relations, 

lease see my immediately preceding telegram of this morning, 
‘Treas dCi that the Prime Minister has repeated his order to Shuster to withdraw the 
Treaury gendarmes. He has taken this step on the advico of the Regent, Tho order 
is given under the fiction that the Primo Minister is still in office and on the ground 
that, in default of a Cabinet, his sole instructions should be suflicient. 
















(45527) No. 273. 


es, om) Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Baward Grey—(Reeeived November 16.) 
Telegaphio) P. 
ISTA and Persia, 
My telegram No, 281 of the 18th November. 
Tf'the Russian Government adds to its other demands fresh one for Shuster's 
[1524] 2M 





Petersiurgh, November 16, 1911. 
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dismissal, I fear that the chances of Persia refusing to comply and of the consequent 
Aispatch of Russian troops may be greatly increased. I have therefore written to 
M, Nératof to say that, in my personal opinion, it would be better, at the present stage, 
not to put forward such a demand, 











(44776) No. 274, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 


No, 352, 
(iti ra sic) R. Foreign Office, November 16, 1911, 
(OUR telegram No, 658 of the 12th November 


You should tell Stokes that, as his appointment will clearly precipitate a conflict 
butween Russia and Persia, and as we cannot consistently with the spirit of the Anglo- 
Russian Convention promote the employment of British subjects in the north of 
Persia, wo cannot facilitate his appointment by accepting his resignation now. 















(45516) 


Sir Bdeard Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No. 693) ; 
(Welographie,) P. Foreign Office, November 16, 1911, 
RUBSIA and Persia, 
Please communicate to Russian Government our hope that, in view of the Tehran 
telegram No, 573 of the 16th November, Russian Government will see its way to 
oxhausting every other alternative before deciding on the dispateh of troops to Tobiran, 




















{45519} No, 276, 
Bdveard 








irey to Mr. O'Beirne. 





(No, 694.) 
(Volographic.) P, 
RUSSIA and Persin, 
See your t No, 282 of yesterday, 
Following paragraph is to be treated us very confidential 





Foreign Office, November 16, 1911. 








Hin Afaenty's Government ano potty antnied a to lyalty of M, Poklawaki to 
Anglo-Rusian agreement. Attitude of Russian consul-goneral at ‘Tehran to. the 

nt causes them anxiety. ‘They fear that he may intend to force the hand of 
nment hy arranging incidents, Whi ¢ 
urge on Russian Government that it would be most deplorable if the agreement were 
upset by the action of the Russian consul-general or other subordinates in Pers 
‘hols gonoralpolley of ourselves aid Risen might thereby Be nebarreael 
diverted. 











Buchanan returns he might 






















Please speak in following sense to M. Nératof:— 


Although His Majesty's Government quite agree that the deeision and formulation 
vu demands must rest with Russia, we feel considerable anxiety as to the 
equenees which her action may haves especially an regards the bass of the 
Anglo-Russian agrocment of 1908, We consider that Mahommedan feeling in India 
inight be adversely affected if Russia sent 2,000 men and occupied ‘Tehran by foree, and 
we thivk, Curther, that the general effect in India, especially as it coincides with the 
Ieinga visit, would be prejutilal i wo wero to appear to enbatnt to this ation oa the 
part of Russia, In my opinion, it would have been possible for Russia to wait until 
tho detachment had reached Kazvin and then formulate her demands, and, before 
urther action, to allow more time to elapse. 

rselves, if we hnd had to secure redress of a grievance, would. probabl 
the first instance seize « custo 1 see no reason why Russia should not, if 
do this, and await the effect of her action before bringing further pressure 































to bear 
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46043) No. 277. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 

(No. 293.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1911, 

IN conversation to-day the Councillor of the Russian Embassy referred to some 
remarks that I had made to Count Benckendorif about the conyersation which the 
Russian Ambassador in Vienna was reported in Mr. Shuster's letters to the Times” 
to haye bad with the ex-Shah. The Councillor informed me that the Russian 
Ambassador in Vienna stated positively that he had never seen the ex-Shah or made to 
him any declaration whatever. 

Tam, &. 
E, GREY, 





(46042) No. 278. 
Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 





Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1911. 

I TOLD the Councillor of the Russian Embassy to-day’ that I was seriously 
concerned about Persia, 

Tf the Russian Government were satisfied that they had grievances which 
demanded redress, they must, qf course, formulate their own. demands for redress 
‘That was no concern of mine, Tf they thought that no satisfactory settlement could 
be reached without the dismissal of Mr. Shuster, I could urgo no objection, 1 did not 
wish to suggest the dismissal of Mr. Shuster, but T mentioned it lost there should be an 
impression in St. Petersburgh that I was prepossessed in his favour. As a mattor of 
fact, he had given mo endless trouble by his inconvenient appoiutinents of British 
subjects in spite of all I could say to his 

Wo wore, however, deeply concerned as to the possible consequences of the action 
which the Russian Government might take, not so much the direct consequences as 
tho ulterior consequences, ‘The Russian ‘Government intended to send troops to 
Kazvin, ‘They contemplated sending on from there some force to Tehran. L-heard 
from Sir George Barclay that M. Poklovsky said that, if a forco were sent to Tehran it 
‘ust be a large one—some 2,000 men This would mean an occupation of tho capital 
of Persia, It was sure to have an effect upon the Makommedan world, and it was a 

eforo suggest that, when the Russian’ Government 
hhad sent the troops to Kazvin, they should pause, and formulate their demands upon 
the Persian Government. If further pressure ‘beeamo. necessary, why should the 
Russian Government not seize some of the customs, or even impound the rovenies of 
Tabreez’? ‘This was the sort of pressuro that was ‘relevant to Mr. Shuster's action, 
An occupation of the capital was bound to excite Mahommedan feoling, and might 














most serious thing. I would ther: 














react most unfavourably in India, especially if it were thought that wo were in any way: 
a consenting party to it. 


Tam, &. 
7. GREY, 











(45696) No. 279, 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.— (Revived November 17.) 
(So. 382) 
Sir, 


St, Petersburgh, November 14, 1911, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of’ an official communiqué 
issued to the press yesterday in regard to the recent Russo-Persian incident at ‘Tehran, 
‘and the steps taken in the matter by the Russian Government, 
Thave, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 
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Enclosure in No. 279. 
Oficial Communiqué communicated to Russian Press. 


(Translation) October 31 (November 13), 1911, 
WITH regard to the conflict with the Persian Government, the official information 
Sedu salen te following communication :-— 


‘This conflict arose from the measures taken by the Persian Goveroment for the 
confiscation of the property of ertain partisins of the former Shah Mohammed Alt 
and expecially of his ‘bofher, Prince Bhoa-es Sultanch, ‘The Persian, Goverment 
informed the Ruan, Legation of it intention to confsate the property of certain 
persons who had taken part in the struggle of the ex-Shah against the Goverument, 
Whereupon the lngaton om ise, without protesting in any way against his principle 
held it necessary to remark that the interests of Russian subjects, which might. be 
connected in one way or another with the property owner's name, must be safeguarded 
in a proper manner. 
oine days afterwards, on the order of the Financial Adviser, Morgan Shuster, 
a parky of the gendarmerie just organised by him oooupied the’ house of Shoe-es: 
Saleanen, whieh was gunred by some Coumcka of the estan, Cossale beigade, wh 
were posted there at the wish of the Turkish Ambassador in ‘Tehran. ‘This last 
cirounstance is explained by Show-ee-Sultanch being a Turkish subject, Several 
offline entored with tho gondaines to mako an. inventory in the house ofthe. Priced 
possessions. ‘The Government had not held it necessary to inform in due time our 
consul-general in Tehran, whose direct duty it is to, protect: the interests of Russian 
aubjects. "The eosul-general learned by chance Gf the conduct of the Persian 
nidarmorie, He knew that the Prince had obli 

































relations to the Russian Minister 





went hi 











presented to,him the confiscation order ceasion this official, according to the 
opinion of the consul-general, behaved very arrogantly, 
Yet before the ‘end of his conversation with Shuster’s represen 











Councillor Pokbitonolf learnt that over a hundred Persian gendarmes had again 
gecupied the house and the garden of the Prince, having got there over a fence and 
forebly dissed and went off tho Cosmacks of the Pemiag Wignde, « When afversacds 
tho officials of the consulate-zeneral, Petroff and Hildebrant, returned to their quarters, 
which are opposite the house of Shoa-es-Sultaneh, they saw in a room over the entrance 
gute a numberof Persian gendarmes, who dared to point thee les with the evident 
intention of firing at both officials, but thanks to the accidental presence and inter- 
vention of a native officer of the Persian Cossack brigade this was prevented. (The 
officials heard clearly the onder: ‘ready 1” aud the elacking of the charging of the ifle 
magazines.) ‘The assumption that the gendarmes did not know on whom they aimed 
ie unpornissble as both, ofits wore uniform and are well kuown at the place. 

Leroupon the Persian Government, departing from all. traditions, made a claim-on 
tho Tinpevial Legation to recall Consul-General Pokhitonof and the two above-named 
officials of the consulate-general from Tebran, and indeed this claim was made in writing 
in two notes following one another, 

On examining the incident the Russian Government confirmed the correct 
behaviour, suitable to the circumstances, of the consul-general in Tehran and his 
officials. On tho other hand, it marked the openly provocative behaviour, cont 
to the traditional friendly relations of both Powers, iot only of the Persian gendarmerie 
under Shuster's orders, but of the Persian Government itself. It suffices in this 
connection to point to the sending of a hundred geudarmes to Shoa-es-Sultanch's house 
bofore the conclusion of the negotiations with the consulgeneral (as if foreseoing a 

H withthe convey of or consul) the, frcible removal ofthe Consacke of the 
Persian brigade from the said house, which bad been entrusted by officials of our 
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‘consulate to them to guard, but especially the fact that the gendarmes aimed their rifles 
-at our officials, and the sending of the two above-named notes by the Persian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

‘The Russian Government regarded this behaviour of the Persian authorities and 
their Government as wholly unpermissible from the standpoint of Russia's dignity, and 
instructed the Imperial Minister to take up the matter verbally in a friendly way with 
the Persian Foreign Minister, to give him back both notes and to require :-— 


1. The replacing of the gendarmes in the house and on the estate of Shua-es- 
Sultanch by Cossacks of the brigade until the interests of our bank and of Russian 
subjects eorinected with the property of the Prince are fully secured ; and , 

2. An apology for the insulting conduct of the Persians towards the officials of the 
‘consulate-general, 





The Persian Government, however, rejected the explanations of the Minister and 
put forward a plan for a mutual enquiry into the hehaviowr of the officials of the 
consulate-general, which was naturally absolutely unseceptable, as the Imperial 
Government alone can judge of the correctness ‘or incorructness of the otders or 
proceedings of its officials, 

In view of this the Russian Minister received instructions to make again the same 
demand for satisfaction on the Persian Government, and this time in writing and with 
the warning, that, in case the Persians do not yield forthwith, the Ambassador will 
break off relations with the Tehran Cabinet and the Russian Government will prepare 
to resort to the measures which seem needful for the protection of its interests, 

According to a telegram received from State Councillor Poklewski-Kozell a note 
in this sense was handed on the 29th October to the Persian Foreign Ministor togother 
with a warning in the sense indicated, 








(46280) No. 280, 


‘Note communicated by M, de Hitter, November 17, 1911. 
(Confidentictte,) 


LE Gouvernement britannique n'ignore pas que le Gouvernement, porsan avait, 
Tovdtu ces derniors temps, dans ses rapports avec Ja Russie, un caractire notoirement 
inamical ot quo la responsabilité de cette attitude doit retomber principalement sur lo 
conseiller financier, Mr. Morgan Shuster, qui, depuis son atrivée en Porso, s'est plu 
systénmatiquement & ignorer les intéréte dp la Ruste, 
_ Le Gouvernement Rersin a perdu du torrain ot slost trouvé, on grande parti, 
iinpuissant visei-vis de Mr, Shuster par suite de Yappui dont il s'est assurd aupros dit 
Mediliss ot du parti nationaliste. % 
Un incident regrettable a surgi demnitrement  Phéran, provoqué par 1! 
du Gouvernement persan de co 
Mohamed Ali, et, entre autres, colle 
intérdts russes s¢ trouvent nga. 
Mr. Shuster, chargé d'exéouter cotto mesure, y a encore procédé d'une fagon 
Provocante vis-l-vis de nous. Les gendarmes placés sons ses ordre 0.80 sont pas 
seulement permis doceuper de foree l'immeuble du Prince avant que les _pourparlors 
‘co propos entre les représentants de Mr. Shuster et le consul général do Russie dient 
Pris fin, et de déloger les Cosaques persans auxquols était confiée In garde do la 
maison, ils ont do plus visé les représentants du consulat général avee Vintention 
évidente de décharger contre eux leurs fusils, 
De son c6té, le Gouvernement persin—contrairement i toutes les traditions—s'eat 
‘oru autorisé & nous adresser deux notes exigeant le rappel du consul général et du 
personnel du consulat général de Russie, 
Tugeant ces actes inadmissibles tant au point de vue du prestige que deg intéréts 
do la Russie, le Gouvernement Impérial a chargé le Ministro A Téhéran, premibrement, 
le Fenvoyer au Gouvernement persan les deux notes précitées ot de lui notifi 
Terbalement exigence de remplacer les gendarmes finaricters par les Cosuques persai 
Jusqu’a co quill soit établi dans quelle mesure les intéréts des sujets russes, 60 
frouvent engagés dans les propriétés de Shao-ce-Saltanch ; et, secondement, dexiger 
‘que le Gouvernement persan fasse des excuses, par le Ministro des Affaires Btiangeres, 
Pour lo fagon de procéder des gendarmes persis.” 
fuses] 

















tention 
juer Jes propriété des partisans de Yancion Chal 
du Prince Shao-es-Saltaneh, dans lesquelles dos 
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Contrairement & notre attente, cos exigences modérées ont été rojetées par le 
Gouvernement persan, et, par suite, le Gouvernement Impérial s'est ya obligé de 
charger M. Poklewski de renouveler ses représentations par éerit, en ajoutant que nous 
nous attendons & co que nos demandes soient exéeutées sans le moindre retard, et que 
dans le cas contraire il cesserait tous rapports avec le Gouvernement persan, et que 
Ta Russie so réserverait do prondre telles mesures qu'elle jugera nécessaires, 

Aucune réponse niayant été regue jusquiici du Gouvernement persan, notre 
Ministre a regu ordre do cesser tous rapports avec ce dernier. En méme temps, le 
Gouvernement Impérial, considérant que ses intéréts ont ét6 sérieusement lésés et que, 
par suite, une pression de sa part sur le Gouvernement persan s'imposait, a décidé 
denvoyer dés maintenant & Kazvino un détachement se composant do différentes 
‘armes, en Taissant au Ministre Ia faculté appeler & éhéran une force sulfisante pour 
Gloigner les gendarmes persans occupant actuellement Ja maison et Ia propriété de 
Shao-es-Sultanch, 

Coa mesures, nécessitées par les circonstances susindiquées, revétent certainement 
un earactdre purement provisoire. Ausaitot que Vincident sera clos et que des garanties 
quant ii Vattitude correcto ultérioure vis-A-vis de nous du Gouvernement persan seront 
Assurées, notre détachement sera rappelé en Russi 5 

Lo compte rendu télégraphique sur la réponse, faite par Sir E. Grey & Vinter~ 

lation au Parlemont & cot effet, a 6té trbs favorablement accueilli par le Gouvernement 

Impérial, 

PN conaldérous, do notre (4, que lea moeursa prises pas nous no sont nullement 
en contradiction aveo lo principe de notre entente aveo l’Angleterre pour les affaires de 
Perse, ot nous sommos décidés A ne pas dévier de la ligne de conduite poursuivie 
jnsqu'ici basée sur V'esprit do solidarité compléte et do coopération avee l'Angleterre, 


Ambassade Impériate do Russie, Londres, 
Te 4 (17) novembre, 1911, 




























(45811) No. 281. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 17.) 






No, 579.) 
‘Veloxraphic.) P. Tehran, November 17, 1911. 

GAPTAIN STOKES, 

Ploaso refer to my telegram No, 558 of the 12th instant. 

Tote that your message to Stokes contains no repetition of the order to join his 
post at Simla, and before addressing him, as instructed in your tologram No. 579 of 
estorday’s date, I vonture to point out that this omission may be interproted by 
tim as an exleouragement to stayron here 

It is doubtful, I admit, whethor Stokes would obey the order, but the message, in 
























the mild form in which it now stands, docs not seem to me to be consistent with the 


attitudo wo have observed in this matter visa 

L would propose to omit the word " now, 
ambiguous, and to add. the words “he had 
the Government of India without delay 


to Russia, 

the bearing of which is somewhat 
fore better comply with the orders of 
Do you concur? 








































(45812) No, 282, 
Sir G, Havelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Nocember 11.) 


580.) 
excraphic.) BP. Tehran, November 17, 1911, 
RUSSO-PERSIAN relations. 
Please see telegram No, 282 from St, Potersburgh of the 15th November. 
Unless Russia took over the administration here and dismissed Shuster herself, it is 
difficult to see how his removal could be effected. 

Outside pressure is hardly likely to bring about his resignation, nor do T'see any 
likelihood of the Medjliss allowing the Persian Government to dismiss him. 

In any ease, the collapse which would doubtless ensue on the disappearance (were 
the Russian Government to succeed in obtaining it) of this oue prop of the administra. 
tion would equally afford ground. for intervention by Russia, 
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No. 283. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received November 17.) 


(No. 581.) 
(elegraphic) P. Tehran, November 17, 1911. 


[45818] 


FOLLOWING from His Majesty's representative at Kermanshah :— 


“The situation critical. Serious disorder probable, All communications with the 
interior stopped.” 





Se 
[45873] No, 284. : 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 17.) 


(No, 582.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November V7, 1911. 
INSTRUCTIONS have to-day reached the Russian Minister to break off ‘relations 
with the Cabinet. M. Poklewsky informs me that his Government havo also instructed 
the military authorities in the Cancasus to dispatch a detachment of troops to Kazvin 
immediately, this detachment to bo reinforced ultimately up to 4,000 strong. 
No Cabinet has yet beon formed. 








{45803} No. 285. : 


Mr. 0" 
(No. 284.) 





rne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived November 17.) 


(Telegraphic) R, St, Petersburgh, November 17, 1911. 

MY telegram No, [2] 281 of 15th November, 

Letter received from Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs states that aftor careful 
reflertion he has como to the conclusion that Russian Government cannot wait, further 
for an answer from the Persian Government. They have sufficiently shown theit spirit 
of conciliation by waiting so long. ‘They must take into account Russian public 
opinion, which is much excited against Pe 

Orders have therefore been given for immediate departure of troops for Kazyi 
Some days must elapso bofore they arrivo there, which will give Porsians furthor 
to consider the necessity of submitting to Russian demand, 


























(46042) 





No. 286, 


idicard Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 
(No. 698.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofiee, November V7, 1911. 

SHUSTER. 

We have no desire to favour Shuster, and, althongh I do not suggest it, itis 
possible that the Russian Government have formed a mistaken viow of our attitude 
towards him. You can, therefore, make it quite clear to M. Nératof that any demand 
on Russia's part for Shuster's dismissal will be met with no objections by Hlis Majesty's 
Goverament. 

Reference is to my telegram No, 694 of the 16th November to Mr, O'Beirne. 












(45803) No. 287. 


Sir Baward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


(No. 699.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Ogice, November 17, 1911, 
YOUR telegram No. 279 of the 14th November. 
T suppose it may be stated here that we have received assurances from the 





Russian Government that the troops sent to Kazvin are proceeding there subject to 
the same conditions as before, 
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(46321) No. 288, 
Note communicated by Count Benckendorff, November 18, 1911. 


LE 20 octobre (11 novembre), année courante, le Ministre de Russie & ‘Téhéran a 
remis au Gouvernement, persan tne note demandant satisfaction pour Py 
‘autorités persanes enivers des fonctionnaires du consulat général A Téhéram et leurs 
rocédés provocants dans Paffaire de la confiscation dans cette ville des propriétés dn 
Princo Shoa-us-Saltanch—affaire dont les détails se trouvent exposés dans Ia 
communication officielle publiée & ce sujet. 

Ta note en question est restée sans réponse de la part du Gouvernement persan, ce 
‘qui témoigne de son intention manifeste de se soustraire i Vexécution de notre demande. 

Lo Gouvernement Impérial a, en conséquence, prescrit au Ministre de Russie 
Ginterrompre ses relations avec Te Cabinet de Téhéran et a pris des mesures pour 
Yenyoi en Perso d'un détachement de troupes qui doit so concent i Kasvingy wer la 
route de ‘Téhéran, 

Les mesures ci-dessus ont un caractére absolument provisoire et Ie détachement 
fora Yappelé sans retard augsit6t que V'incident en question aura ét6 réglé et les 
rapports aveo In Perse ditment rétablis, 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, 
Londres, le 18 novembre, 1911. 





(46048) No, 289. 
Memorandum by Mr. Malkin—(Received at Foreign Ofice, November 18, 1911.) 


Hormuz Oxide. 
‘THE persons concerned are— 


(a) The Muin, 
(b.) Strick: 
c.) Ellinger, 
(L.) Weir. 


‘Their respective positions now seem to be as follows — 


(a.) ‘The Muin has got the Formuz concession for ten years from the 22nd March, 
1910, We have not got the details of the bill, but it appears that the Muin has to 
canyy out Strick's contract, which presumably: means that he takes the place of the 
Porsian Government: under Strick's contract, and becomes the seller of the oxide to 
Strick, Ho is entitled to recoup himself for the oxide mined by him up to the 
2st March, 1910, out of the sales to Strick, ater which he is to keap 15 per cent. of 
receipts until the expiration of Strick’s contract on the 20th March, 1945. - Tf oxide 
sold beyond the 80,000 tong going to Strick, the Persian Goverament: is to receive 
75 per cont. and ‘the Muin 25 per cent. ' ‘This presumably refers to the petiod 
Dotiween the 20th March, 1915, and the 21st March, 1920, Apparently no rent is to 
be paid. 

Tels clear that the Mfuin has dono very well for hinwelf. Ho has got an advan- 
tageous concession, and compensation for the losses occasioned by the cancellation of 
the concession in March 1910, Te is equally clear that ho has entirely disregarded the 
interests of Hlinger and Weir, and has, in foot, let them (or, any’ rate, Weir) in” 
very badly, 

Tea ae SS advantageous position. “Ho has got very, favourible 
contract, which has just been confirmed, and we may assume that the Persian Govern- 
ment, in order to prevent any claim against, them by Strick, will see that the Muin 
carries out the contract properly. Strick has undertaken full responsibility for any 
lowvfil claim which Weir or Ellinger may have against the Persian Government or the 
Muin, but (apart fom the question whether any’ such claim exists) that is a matter 
dotween Strick and the Persian Government, with which we need not concern ourselves, 
As far as the equities of ‘the case are concerned, there is no doubt that Strick ought to 
pay some compensation to Weir and Ellinger ; he got 1,000 tons of oxide free from the 
rsian Government on condition that he took over their liabilities to Weir and 
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Ellinger ; his agent advised him that. the contract was very favourable to him,even if 
he had to dischange such liabilities, and now he is trying to wrigale out of his obligation 
by means of a technicality. 

(c) and (2.) ‘The position of Ellinger and Weir is more complicated. Tt ia’ clear 
that they cannot now hope to get anything more under their contract with the Mui 
and we are entitled to point out to them that the responsibility for that is finally due 
not to our iniquities, but to the action of the Muin in agrecing to carry out the Strick 
contract. 


Under their contract with the Muin he was to sell Weir about 18,000 tons of 
oxide, and was not during the duration of the contract to sell other oxide to Buropo of 
America, It appears that of this amount— 


6,199 tons have been delivered and disposed of; x 
6,583 tons have been delivered, but not sold, owing to Strick flooding the market 
with the oxide which he got under his contract with the Persian Government. 


5,218 tons have not been delivered, owing to the cancellation of the Muin'’s 
concessi 


The claims for damages may thus (avoiding figures) be put as followa:—- 


Weir.—Difference between the price ultimately obtained for the 6,588 ton not yet 
disposed of, and the price which would have been obtained at the timo when they would 
under rormal circumstances have been sold, 

Loss on profit on the 5,218 tons not delivered, 

Interest, storage charges, &e, 

Ellinger. Loss of commission on the 5,218 tons not delivered, ; 

‘Loss of commission on future sales, after the expiry of Weir's contract, which they 
vere reasonably entitled to expect to recive for, say, five year. 

interest, 


‘Tho question then arises from whom (if at all) are theso claims recoverable, 

Tt has always been considered, since we became aware of thy terms of the contract 
between the Muin, Weir, and Eliinger, that an action against the first, based solely on 
his fuilure to carry out the contract during the tine when he hud ceased to hold the 

uld' probably fail, because Le would be entitled to rely on the provision 
(inarticle 1 of the second supplemental contract, dated the 4th December, 

1908, to tho effect that “‘in the event of hindrance being raisod by the Porsi 
Government or their officials ax to the shipment of oxide . ... . or should the Persian 
Government in any way provent the shipping of oxide, the seller and the agents for the 
seller shall bein io way responsible, aut the buyers’ aall hive ne aight te alate any 
Gamage or demand delivery of oxide, and tho ‘aller hun very aight ty cee a 
eontract  . ...” (This article would not bar an_aotion by Ellinger for commission, 
vise it is not under this contract that commission is payablo to them; but such at 
mn would fail, on the ground that no money had been received by or on behalf of the 

Muin on which commission was due.) 


Tt hes, however, always been assumed by us that oue of the following alternatives 
must cover the facts :— 


(1.) At the time when the Muin entered into the contract his concession had como 
to an end, aud he had no right t» make the contract and no power to carry it out, Tn 
that case an action against him would not be barred byt article 1 of the. second 
supplemental agreement, and Weir (if not Ellinger) could recover damages from him, 
ay; (2) The Muin's title to the concession was, when he con with Weir and 
Ellinger, good, and the Persian Government had no right to dixpossess hin, In that 

t was considered that Weir and Ellinger would haye their remedy against the 
Persian Gover 

Asia result of information received from Tehran we have beon strongly dig 
{0 consider that (1) correctly represented the facts of the case, and comparatively little 
attention has been paid to (2), in fact we so far committed ourselves to (1) that (2). 
is described in @ minute written on the 12th December, 1910, as an. “appalling 

gency” which we need not contemplate till it arose, ' Iv inust, however, now bo 

ted that (1) fails; the Persian Government have now shown that the concession 
had come to an end (in fact it is becoming clear that it had uot) and, therefore, it will 
be impossible to prove that the Muin hud no right to contract, wreh, Wale and Ellinger 

[seq] 20 
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When he did. ‘The Persian Government hava practically admitted that th 
wrong by restoring his concession to the Muin, and allowing him to compensate himself 
at their expense for the losses caused by its cancellation, 

Tt now appears probable that a thitd alternative represents the actual facts. 

(3.) The Muin’s concession had not come to an end when he entered juto the 
gpntract, but it was not a perpetual one, but coitld be cancelled at any time by the 
Persian Government, So was in undisputed possession he was 

time ahead. This view is supported by 

of Abu Musa Colonel Cox collected 
how thnt a lease which did not specify the period 
ietly, by Mahommedan law, bad, and could bo 


Tn the 

ment, which is 

‘We contend, in that caso, that 

d to put forward a claim against State B, based on the cancellation 

by Stato 2 of'a concession granted by it to one of its (B's), nationale, who, on the faith 

of such a concession, has entered into n contract. with & national of State A, which 

sntzact ho is unable, by reason of the cancellation of the concession, to carry out, 
‘Thore aro two points which distinguish the caso of Abu Musa from the present 


1. ‘That in the Abu Musa caso there was no clause in the contract barring an action 
‘against tho concessionaires in such cireumstances, 

sf euint wre hold in the Abu Musa cass that the contract was entered into by 
one of the coneessionnaires without the consent of his partners, without which tho 
contmnet was not binding on the firm; so that the German claimanta had n right of 
Action, cithor against tho firm or against the conceasionnaire who entered ints the 
contract without the consent of his partners, 


Tt mi grounds, and argue that it 


is only th in the Abu Musa 
eae Which debars the Gern Tam 


riot quite clear that th 


man claim and support, 
tho other there is (so fir) no remedy 

ersian Government. But, assuimi 
8, it appears that neither of the remedies, whic 

to Weir und Elluger, ia applicable 

1k would be oxtremely- unpleasant to have to taf lene 80, and they would have 
some reason to be aggrieved. “Ifany way out can be found, it would be cat desirable 
As regard Elling, it sects thatthe recapture of the eoneessren by the Muin has 
somewhat improved his position. The Muin must have an agent in’ Englnd, and 
as Ellinger is stil acting for him in other matters, there seems no reason why he should 
not get the oxide business. It appears that the Muin did approach Strick soine time 
go, but he declined, and as Strick is now the buyer of the Afuin's oxide ho at sly 
Could not act as his agent. If Klinger does get the business, it would at once eliminaty 
his lain for 8.8471. 10s, future commission after the termination of the Weir contract, 
and would only leave bis claim for 5542. &. und interest being oimmission on thy 
Undelivered 5,218 tons, As the Muin is allowed to recoup himeelf from the sales ty 
Strick for the sums which ho lost on. this quantity, he ought to raise no objection 49 
paying Ellinger commission on what he gets, and Bllinger’s claim would thus be 
Alispowel of, “The difficulty is that Ellinger ix spparently very. loyal to Weir and 
night deelino to consant to any arrangement which did not provide be settling Weir's 
lain, 


Tt seems to mo that Weir has a good cause of action ‘against the Muin, not based 
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‘on the latter’s failure to carry out the contract while he was deprived of the concession, 
but on his action in assuming the Persian Government's contract with Strick. He had 
contracted to soll 18,000 tons to Weir by the 1st April, 1912, and not to sell to anyone 
else (for Etirope or America) during that period, Although he could not be sued if 
hh lost the concession, it was his duty to carry out the eoutract when he regained it, 
Ho ‘had power to cancel the contfact, under article 1 of the second, supplemental 
agreement, but apparently he has never done so, and now it ig too late, ‘Thus Weit is 
entitled to damages for every ton of oxide sold by the Muin to anyone else before the 
Ist April, 1912, 
here are two objections to thia course :== 


1. Weir would not be entitled to damages in respect of the oxide sold by the 
Persian Government to Strick, unless the court held thane the Muin was etited ve 
recoup himself for these sales at the expense of the Persian Government, hé thereby 
laced himbelf in the position of baring become the acne to Sage Measure of 
Weir's damages would in any ease be rather difelt t rasertane ‘ 

2. An attempt to sue the Muin in the Persian courts would probably result in a 
denial offjustice, and though judgment mgt be recovered in, England he prolably has 
zo property here on which execution could be levied, It might, however, bo possiblo to 

t the Persian Government to put pressure on the Muin to induce him to discharge the 
Hglsh judgment; tee i hot broek, Ware ct driving him into the arms of the 
Germans, as he is bound to Strick till 1915, 


Ellinger is now calling on us to stop further shipments from Hormux, vi et ari 
It is obviously advisable, if possible to get out of having to tell him the reason why we 
cannot present the claims to thé Persian Government, We might tell him that the 
whole situation has been changed by the recapture of the concession by the Muin, 
and that we are not. responsible for the unfortunate position in which they are placed 
by his betrayal of their interests, We could then make the suggestion outlined above, 
that Bllingerehould come to tora Wit the Mut on Weir sue him, 

The only alternative T can seo is to distinguish tho Abu Musa case on the grounds 
suggested above, and press the claims on the Persian Government. Thin would, no 
doubt, be more satisfactory to Weir and Bllinger, and would destroy any causo of 
complaint against us on their part; but it would be a somewhat dangerous course, 





(46055) 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Reeeived Novomber 18.) 


(Telegraphic.) P, Tekran, November 18, 1911, 
THE “chef de cabinet” of the late Minister for Foreign Affairs (who is still 
discharging the duties of his ministry) has visited me, and I gather from him that a 
favourable reply will probably be returned to the Russian note, the Persian Cabinet 
having no alternative but to yield to forve majeure, 

He Meougit cova taselpa ta Cae Mae ttn foe Foreign Affairs stating that 
the Cabinet cri which he assured me would soon be ‘over, was entirely responsible 
{or th failure of the Persian Government to reply to the Russian note for 63 lenge 

‘As soon a8 4 now Cabinet fas formed, it won at once prodeel to draw ip eoply 
to the Russian note. If this rey ly were unsatisfactory to Russia the measures sho 
contemplated would have to take their course, "But its favenratio roply were to. be 
given, ae would no longer be any justification for Russia to take such action, 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs would therefore be grateful if I would appeal to 
His Majesty's Government, on behalf of tho Persian Government, to appraich the 
Russian Government with the object of securing the suspension of the eontempltted 
Russian action, to which, he Pointed out, no term was. specified in the Russian note, 

Diplomatic relations between Mf. Poklawski and ‘the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
were broken off this afternoon, 
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(46035) No. 201. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 18.) 
(No. 287.) 


(Welegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, November 18, 1911, 
NIZAM-ES-SULTANEH incident, a B A 
‘The press here in general treat tho rumour of M. Poklewski’s retirement as bein 

well-founded. ‘The “ Novoe Vremya” recently published a violent attack on him, an 

in the “Retch” it is stated that the charge against him is that he has not acted 
energetically both in the matter of cortain claims of the Russian Government against 

Persia and also in the matter of Russian interests in North Persia, where he has 

allowed concessions, refused to Russians, to be granted to foreigners. 

‘The action of tho Russian Government in sending troops is warmly applanded by 
the“ Novoe Vremya" and the Bourse Gazette.” 





(45811) No, 292. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No, 350.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. 
COMMUNICATION to Stokes. 
You may make the alterations suggested in your telegram No. 679 of the 
1th November, 


Foreign Office, November 18, 1911. 





(46112) No, 293. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Laward Grey.—(Received November 19.) 
(No, 584.) 
(Votographic.) P. 
PLEASE, soo my telogram No. 472 of 7th October, : 
Salared-Dowleh is reportod to have been again defeated by Government troops in 
the neighbourhood of Burnjird, 


Tehran, November 19, 1911, 





(46056) No. 204, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdieard Grey.— (Received November 19.) 
(No. 585.) 
(Wotographic.) P. Tehran, November 19, 1911, 

RUSSO-PERSIAN relations, 

T am afraid that unless the Russian Government favean assurance that in the 
vent of their Jomands being immediately complied with the threat of the dispatch of 
troops to ‘Tehran sould not be used as a leverage for other demands, any action on my 
part in the sense indicated by Sir G. Buchanan in his telegram No. 286 of the 
ASth instant would be out of place. 





[46054] No. 295, 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 19.) 


(No. 288.) 
(elographic.) P. St, Petersburgh, November 19, 1911. 

1 CONVEYED to M. Kokovteoff this afternoon the flattering messages with which 
the King and you hnd entrusted me. It was evident that these messages greatly 
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pleased his Excellency, who reminded me that in his capacity of Minister of Finance 
he had worked with M. Tsvolsky to establish the understanding. between Crone 
Britain and Russia, and assured me, that he would now devoto all his efforts, as 
President of the Council, to maintaining it. He added that ho would at ones com 
municate what I had said to the Emperor, who also warmly desired the maintenance of 
our anderstanding. 1 remarked that’ in order to avoid the possibility of any 
misunderstanding our best course was to agree to be perfectly frank with one another, 
To this his Excellency heartily agreed, and I then spoke to him on the subject of the 
situation in Persia, making use of much the same language as T had already’ employed 
Jn my conversation with M, Nératof (seo my telegram No, 286 of the 17th November), 
At the same time, T'asked M. Kokovtsoff what T might say in auswer to the enquiry 
ado in your telegram No. 699 of the 17th November. He repliod that I might give 
you an assurance that the Russian Government harboured no designs of au agressive 
character whatsoever against Persia, Russia's dignity, however, had boon outraged by 
a whole series of acts of provocation, and she was bound 10 vindicate it: Thess 
Provorations had culminated in tho seizure of a property belonging to Shon-es-Sultanch, 
which had been mortgaged by that prineo to the Russians Beak os security for a 
debt. ‘The excited state of Russian public opinion had made it. impossible for tho 
Russian Government to act otherwise than they had done. Rossin would withdraw. 
her troops as soon as Persia had complied with her two demands, icc, ns soon as tho 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs had mado. formal apology to the Russian’ Minister, 
and Persian cossacks had been installed in the seized property instead of the gendarmen, 
M. Kokovtsoff said that ho would have no objection to yout making a statement in this 
sense, but he pointed out that the present case differed from that of 1009, and that the 
Precedent of the oceupation of Kazvin in that year hardly applied. 

T pressed M. Kokovtsoff to allow time for the occupation of Knzvin to produce ite 
effect, aud not to order the Russian troops on to Tehran immediately on their arvival 
Nostngy farmer place, T communicated to him the substaneo of ‘Tehran telogram 
No. 683 of the 18th November, without, however, mentioning that any request for owe 
‘odiation had eon made. M. Kokovisoff eventually promised that ho would delay 
the advance from Kazvin as sugiestod. 

As authorised in your telegram No. 698 of the 17th Novembor, J told his 
Excollency that His Majesty's Governmont would havo no objection to Russia presenting 
4 demand for the dismissal of Mr, Shuster. ‘To this he replied that ho had not yet 
spoken to M; Nératof on the question of whether, in the event of tho Porsian anavor 
being unduly delayed, or of its being of an unsatisfactory nature, Russin should 
formulate fresh demands in addition to those mentioned above 

‘The language used by M. Kokovtsolf could not have been more explicit, Te said 
that the integrity of Persia formed the basis of our agreement, and gave me hie word 
Gf honour that Russia would neither violate it nor annex a'single Porsian provines. 
He assured me, moreover, that Russia was having no dealings swith tho ox-Sah, nog 
had she any idea of affording him support. 





(46085) No, 206. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recaived November 20.) 


(No. 198.) 
Sir, 


Tehran, October 20, 1911, 

THE question of again lending the sorvices of Mr. George Now, a sorvant of tho 
Government of, India, employed in the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Departinent. at 
Tehran, to the Persian Government, had been under contemplation for seme tino ly 
Mr. Shuster, who had had several conversations on the subject with Mr. King Wood, 
the Director of the Telegraph Department. But, when Mr, Shuster put the mation 
before the Medjliss last month, the proposal was rejected by the committes entrusted 
With its examination, 

J am told that the ultra-Nationalists in the Medjliss decided not to allow the 
engagement, by the Persian Government of any more British, Belgian, or Russian 
subjects, and their rejection of this proposal was especially influenced by the diffceltice 
encountered over the proposed engagement of Major Stokes, 


[1524] 27 
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Ar Sliister, however, returned to the change with characteristic energy, and 
eventually on the 3rd October the Medjliss passed a Bill empowering the Miniter oF 
Finanee to engago Mr. New for three years, on the same conditions as the American 
bmployés, “for the Accounts Department of the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs,” 

yearly silary of 4,000 tomans (say, 800I.), 

Thave the Honour to enclose a copy of Mr. Shuster’s letter of tho 11th instant to 
{tr King Wood, informing him of the decision of the Medjliss, and asking for the 
oat of Mr. Now's services as “financial side to the treasurer-genetal, to be assigned 
to the Ministry of Posts and 'Telegrap! 

‘The Russian Goyerament haying finally agreed—though apparently with some 
Fehictanco—to the Calne Mr. New will probably be allowed to take up his new 
Altes wiiout further delay. 

rt. Now's long residence in Persia and special qualifications will, I feel sure, 
énable him to rendor useful service to the Persian Gorersinent, pie 
Thave, &c. 
@, BARCLAY. 


——————————E——EE 


Enclosure in No, 296, 


Mr. Shuster to Mr. King Wood, 


posed contract, and T shall be much obliged if 
in this matter, and allow Mr. Now to accopt the 
n a8 possible 
Yours very sincerely, 
W. MORGAN SHUSTER, 
Treasurer-eneral, 





(46087) No. 207. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved November 20.) 

(No. 200.) 
Si Tehran, October 21, 1911. 
_ THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch received from Hi 
Majesty's consul at Seistan, enclosing copies of correspondence with the local authorities 
fespecting the alleged violation on the part of the British Indian authorities of the 


Baluch-Persian frontior near Pian. A paraphrase of a telegram from the Government 
of India to Major O'Connor is also enclosed. 


1 have now received @ note from the Persian Government, translation of which is 


enclosed, requesting that the proper stops should be taken to respect the fronties line 
‘at the points in question. 


dn viow of the instructions sont by the Goverament of India to Major O'Connor to 
the effect that they do not wish the boundary question to ho reopened, 1 do not propose 
to reply to this note unless T receive instructions to the contrary, 
Thayo, &e 
G. BARCLAY. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 297. 


Consul O'Connor to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 17.) id 
Sir, Bixjand, September 14, 1911. 
IN continuation of my telegram No. 79, dated the 14th September, 1911, to your 
address, I have tho honour to submit herewith, for your information, a copy and 
translation of the Seistan karguzar’s letter, dated the 28th August, to the address 
of Mr. E, A. McManus, officiating vice-consul at Seistan, and a copy of my. reply 


thereto. 
Thave, &. 
W. F. O'CONNOR, Major. 


a 


Enclosure 2 in No, 297, 


Kargusdr of Seistan to Mr. MeManus, 

(Translation.) 
(After compliments.) August 28, 1911, 

ACCORDING ‘to a etter which has been received in the Karguzari trom ihe 
Seistan Hakumat office, they (Hakumat) hed sent some titi ago a pasty of Jain 
sowars (camel sowars) under the leadership of Reza Kuli Khan and Suid Khan to the 
Sarhad, Baluchistan, as an advance guard. ‘The said sowars inet sotto of tlie robbers 
and pursued them.’ ‘The robbers fled to Lar and Piran hills, which is admittedly 
Persian territory. Te is a matter of regret that the British troops at Robat, who for 
some time have transgressed the Kacha and Piran districts and have used tliem for 
pitching their tonts, prevented the Hakumat sowars from pursuing and arresting the 
robbers. And as the Hakumat writes he has spoken to yout persomilly about this yon. 
have not assisted, and have said that, as Piran and Kacha are British territory, it was 
well that the Jambazes did not go there and did not interfere with thoso persons, and 
that, if he wants again to sond troops to those parts, it should be with the information 
ofthe eonautate, At this ovension 1 considered it nocessay to tefur you to the loti 
dated the 18th Ramazan, 1324, written by the consulate to tho karguzati, and to ask 
that you may order that tho sowars may not be prevented from pursuing’ tho rascals 
and robbers and from arresting them. And you may take an action that tho Robt 
troops should not trespass in the said district, which is clearly territory of Persia, 


(Usual ending.) $ , 
ASADULLAH, Karguzar of Seistan and Kain. 


Enclosure 3 in No, 297. 


Consul O'Connor to the Kargusar of Seistan, 


(After compliments.) Birjand, & ate 9, 1911. 


LHAVE received your letter, dated the 3rd Ramazan, 1329 (28th August, 2011), 
addressed to Mr. McManus, and, in reply, I beg to inform’ you that. the localities to 
which you refer lie outside my consular jurisdiction, and that T ath therefore unable to 
take ay action whatever in the matter. 
(Usual ending) 
W. F. O}CONNOR, Major, 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 207. 


Consul O'Connor to Sir G, Barclay. 
(Telegraphic.) P. [Undated] 
FOLLOWING telegram from Foreign Office to consul, Seistan :— 


(No. 6248. Larand Piran, Your telegram No. 77 K. of the 25th August. 
‘As the Government of India have objections to the reopening of the boundary 
question, you should reply to the karguzar (in accordance with the telegraphic instrue- 
tions from Foreign Office No. 69S. of the Sth February, 1907, by which you will bo 
guided) that the locality is beyond your jurisdiction. 

“Please inform Tehran,” 


<< 
Enclosure 5 in No, 297, 


Vosuk-ed-Dowleh to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Pranslation.) ij 
Your Excellency, October 14, 1911. 
ACCORDING to the official information received by the Persian Government from 
Khorasan, the authorities in Seistan had sent mamurs in pursuit of the Baluch 
brigands and for the restoration of the property plundered from the inhabitants of 
Nowbandan, When the mamurs reached n Persian territory, the Baluch chiefs 
‘ook refuge in tho Piran mountains, and the British forges there, under the plea that 
the place 1s in British territory, stopped the mamurs of the Persian Government. 
Under these circumstances I have the honour to refer your Excellency to the notes 
addrossed by your predecessors to the Porsian Government, and especially to that of 
©, Spring-Rico, dated the 8th April, 1907, in which he states: " Allow me to assure 
your Excelloney that the Persian Government may rest assured. that there is not, and 
eannot be, nny intention whatever on the part of the Indian Government to trespass 
‘on Persian territory.” Your Excellency’s predecessors have often given. assurances 
as to the non-transgression of Persian territory, and more especially it is stated in 
ations notes that the frontir line must bo fully regarded as defined in tho agreoment 
of 1896, 
nton ort #8 no doubt that His Britannic Majesty's Government have never had any 
intontion of transgression on Persian torritory, but regard the frontier line as defined 
in the agreement of 1896, and consider all claims null and void. It is, therefore, a 
tnattor of surprise that tho frontior officials should have acted contrary’ to the good 
intontions of their Government by stopping the Persian mamurs from pursuing the 
brigands on the undisputable soil of the Persian Government. 
‘Tho frontier Tino, as defined in the agreement of 1396, runs as follows :— 


“From pillar 2 northwards the Talab River becomes the boundary to its junction 
with the Mixjawa River. From the point of junction it is carried by a straight Tine to 
the nearest point on the watershed of the Mirjawa range, which limits the draing 
into the Mirjawa River on the north. ‘Thence it follows’ the main watershed north 
wards to the highest point of the Kacha Kuh. From the highest point of tho 
Kacha Kuh the lino is carried straight to tho highest point of the Malik Siah Kuh.” 


Tn these cireumstances all 
belong to the Persian Gove 
undoubtodly on the 

by mistake by the 


Tavail, &e. 
VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 
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(46088) No. 298, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 
(No. 201.) 
ir, Tehran, October 21, 1911. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 178 of the 25th September, T have the 
honour to transmit herewith copies of Diaries Nos. 5 and 6 from the British and Russian 
delegates lately touring on the Turco-Persian frontier, 
Thavo, ko. 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enelosure 1 in No. 298. 


Diary No 5 of the Itinerary of the British and Russian Delegates from Bané throught 
Serdeslt to Soujboulak, August 3 to 14, 1911, 


FROM Bané, the most southerly point reached by us, the direct road to Serdesht 
would be by Namashir. As, however, this, the beaten track, offered no particular point, 
of interest, ‘and as we considered it necessary to visit the remote but important. district, 
of Alan and to keep as near as possible on our return journey to the old frontier, we 
decided to travel vid Alot. 

August 3.—We left Bané at 10°30 a.st., being seen off by all the officials, the 
hans, and the population. At 1:15 rat, we reached the village of Zerwav, situated in 

cit of Dealtetal (twenty-one villages, with aome GU heeey oak ahoccy 
administratively to Bané, is outside the neutral zone as marked on the 

‘The land-owners of Deshtetal form a separate tribe not connected with 

Leaving Zerwaw at 4 p.1., wo reached the village of Siawma, 

our halting place for the night, at 5:40 Pat, Here we found that the commission of 
1849-52 was well remembered by several of the older inhabitants, many of whom 
imparted to us their conviction that Deshtetal belonged to Persia. A certain Mamed 

, of the Tkhtiar-ed-Din family, which ruled until. thirty eRe ago in Bans (oe 
Itinerary No, 4), further informed us that the inhabitants of Siawma were ae ay 
Shiahs, “and bad only become Mussulmans, i.c., ‘Sunnis, for fear of persecution, ‘8 
understood), however, that this conversion had taken placo previously to the ‘Turkish 
secupation, The Mame Emin in question also stated that many villiges belonging to 
the Ikhtiar-ed-Dinis had boon illegally seized by the present Mamod Khan of Baus, 
whose father, he alleged, was simple servant of the former rulers of the place, The 
‘Turkish gondarmes accompanying us volunteeted to Mamed. Einin in oe presence to 
make representations to the new kaimakam with a viet of obtaining the restitution of 
his rights, We gathered, ed, from our conversation with Suleiman Bey, when in 
Bané, that the Turks were dissatisfied with Mamed Khan—the former honora 
kaimakam—whose present Persian proclivities can hardly be unknown to them, and it 
is not impossible therefire that fresh repartition of landed proporty in thet, dstie 
may be in contemplation, ‘ 

August 4—We started at 9°15 a.at, and, having passed through the villages ot 
Hamzalan and Oghal, entered again the ‘neutral zone” at a spot not far from the 
great Baloo range, of which the summit was reached at 1 pat, From this point we 
could see the ravine of the lower course of the Bang River, which until the recent 
events formed the front the right bank with the village of Kiveroo belonging to 
Persia, the left bank being in Turkish possession, After a most difficult descent fon 
the offshoots of the Baloo’ range which form the watershed between the last-mentioned 
siream and the Lester Zab just above their coufluence, wo reached the large and 

i jue village of Alot, which belonged formerly to Rustem Khan, a relative of 


ictan 
famed Khan, of Bané, ‘The villagers explained that, though they did not actually. 
ise anyone as having rights of proprietorship over tliem, and though they now 

tow Turkish {roogs for the first time, they considered themselves under Tutkish rule, as 


a “dakhalet” had been given on theit behalf from Bané, 
[uses] 2Q 
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pou htigust §.—Shortly: after our morning start (7°50) we had to eross the Lesser Zab 
(Zey or Kinloo) by a bridge formed of willow withs. The passage of this bridge, which 
Secupied two hours, was the most dificult of all the experiences we met wae 
gu Journey, the crowing of ao large «purty (our caravan at that. time comprising 
seventy men with 110 horses and pack animals) causing it to oscillate dangerously, 
while the descent to it on both sides was almost precipitous. Shortly after passing the 
village of Guirvez we made a halt at a spring called Nawalan with the intention of 
Passing the night at Doolkan, the residence of the local agha, but. were obliged to 
change our plan, owing to the pressing invitation given to us by some Kurds of Beshva, 
who had come to meet us, and who gave us to understand that the agha in question 
was oxpocted in their village situated at only about a quarter of an ‘hour's distance, 
We accordingly proceeded to Bezhwa, where at frst much kindness was shown to us, 
Mihich, howeser, son gave plaes to an attitude of much greater resorve, a change we 
ean only attribute to th proceedings of the two Turkish offers of our escort, by hora 
all inieroourse between our amp and the village was restricted as much a8 posible, Tt 
should be mentioned that shortly after our arrival a dispute arose between one of our 
men (« Christion) and « Turkish ehiaoosh, who refused to allow our tents to be pitehed 
on the spot, which, it appears, he wanted for himself, ‘The chaoosh even went so far 
‘8 to endeavour to unsheathe his sword, but was stopped by some of the men of our 
escort who were standing near, As no desire was evinced by Ibrahim Effendi (the 
senior lieutenant in charge of the Turkish escort) for an enquiry, and as such enquiry 
could in any case have served no. useful purpose, we on our side allowed the nutter: 
todrop, We had further great difficulty in finding fodder for our horves, and had 
n fict to procare a supply secretly, the villagers, we were given to understand, 
bwin unwilling to furnish provisions to the Turks, and unable therefore to sell to us 
openly. 

August 0—Spent in Bezhwa, We bad a visit from Tbrahim Agha, the chiefof the 
Alan Kurds, an old man remembering well the stay in Alan of the first mixed commission, 
Ho told us that his clan, with the two others living hetween the Lessor Zab and the 
frontier range, v Melkari and Beradji, formed one larye tribe called Stiesnt, 
affliated to the Mukris and speaking the simo dialect. Ibrahim Agha willing 

ave us the information we asked for, but, speaking as ho did always in the presence 
of Turkish officers, was rather reticent as to his own affairs, though, from the fast 


of our invitation by his men, as well as from his complaints about the suspension of 
the salary which he used to draw frum the Persian Government, &e,, wo vould undors 
stand that he was far from being reconciled with the change of régitue, We learned 
from the villagers that the ‘Turks first cama to Alan five years ago in tho autumn, and 
thut some 100 mew had boon stationed at Beytoosh, with some sixty at Docikan, 


ut had since been recalled, ned Fuzil Pusha bi 
rele ; We aaeite further, that the Lesser 

‘oceuipation, the frontier of Alan, this Intter dist twenty villag 
also that.'a Porsian custom-house existed until ie ents eee 
successively Mirza Abdullah, Mirza Thrabim, and Mirza Maluroot) in the village. of 
Beytoosh, and that the ‘Teyet bride was considered to be the extreme point of Persian 
territory, Itis noteworthy: that the villagers whom we met on the road seemed to know: 
vory little about the localicies situated bevoud the rivers of Kiveroo and the Lesser Zats 
always pointing out to us that it was Turkey B 
Aujuat 7—We started from Bezhwa at 8°15 A.at, beginning our ascent of the 
runige of Houdi-Roo immediately after leaving the village, At 9:95 4.1. we reached the 
top of the puss of Hownyl, from which point an extensive panorama opens out : to the 
south, the amphitheatre of mountains dominating the Lesser Zab, with the pardons of 
Dootkun and Beytoosh on the right bank; to the north, the unbroken mountain chain 
called it uljirs,"of the old frontier with the snowy Kandil. The villagers whorn 
of the pam pointe out to us theo frontier without hesitation, 

ent of one and a-quarter hours we halted at the village 
Aspyineza,” wher we were told that Molummed Rusil Pasha bad ‘eollgeted Se 
100 toiians each from the aghis for the construction of barracks in Serdesit, the 
aughas themselves subsequently exacting double the said amounts from their “yet 
(subject) Kurds. ‘The villagers in Asp many other places in the Serdesht 
dist nt the whole, of the opi it was hotter for them before the Turkish 
nt, ws Far us We cover, being that the Persians, in their 
Ww natives, were much moro courteous and less arbitrary than the Turks: 
Continuing our journey at 15.134, we passed through the village of Siiéroo, forded the 
Kuaau River, aiid ar lesht at 9°50 rat., being met by the kazi, acting for the 
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kaimakam, the officers of the garrison, and a crowd stionting “Long live the Sultan;"” 
and fiying Ottoman flags. We were begged to pitch our camp outside the town, our 
tents ‘during the period of our stay being closely watched by the patrols, and, although 
wwe ourselves were hospitably entertained to dinner by the kuzi, those of our eseort who 
endeavoured to go to the market were invariably brought back by the Turkish soldiers ; 
the authorities insisting, as in Sulduz, on taking upon themselves the charge of all 
intercourse with the population. ; 

‘The head-quarters of the 107th Regiment had been transferred to Sulduz just 
previously to our arrival in Serdesht, ono “taboor” only of that regiment, nder 
command of Mahmoud Faiz Effendi, Kol-Aghassi, and a Kurd by birth, remainin, 
in the town. There are lar barracks, built by Mohammed “Fazil Pasha, an 
occupying a central position, with the Turkish flag fying over the entrance, Ono of the 

Slarsoy iv lsa hae mesons parsed ak ora Baus seer at Aratlty on taking eso 
in Serdeaht, ‘The money was shortly afterwards returned to us by an officer, with the 
explanation that the gondarme in question had gone to the kaai and atated that ho had 
received'a sum of money from us for some purpose unknown to:hita; the real facts of 
the ease, as we pointed out to the officer, being that gratuity had been given to hin by 
‘us, not only in Serdesht, but also in Bezhwa, where he informed us that he was unable 
to accompany us further, as he was without means to defray his expenses, 

While at Serdesht we were informed that a duly-qualified kaimakam was expected 
there before long, and learned later on that he had already left Mossul, 

August 8—Before leaving Serdesht we visited a spot overlooking the right bank of 
the Lesser Zab, and took note of the villages situated on the slopes of the Kortek ‘mountain 
‘on the other side of the river, now under Turkish occupation, A villager whom we met, 
‘on the road informed us in the course of conversation that the Persia ere much less 
rough in their dealings with the people than the Turks, but it was significant that, on 
perceiving the approach of some Turkish soldiers, he immediately broke out into ‘the 
customary phrases of the bonefits bestowed on the population by the Ottoman rule, Wo 
left Serdesht at 5:15 r,s, mnking almost due west for Kani-resh, on the old frontier. 

cling of the population in this part of the, country may possibly 

nents made to us on the road by a Melkari Kurd from Béuran, who 

s strongly in favour of the former patriarchal rule of the hereditary nghns, 

en, whose power the Turks were trying to break. “There aro no moro aghns 

repeated to us. After a ride of some three hours, during which 

darkness had set in, we found that we had lost our way, and it was with much 

difficulty that we succeeded in reaching a Kurdish summer Sera The 

reception accorded to the officers of our sacort by the occupants of the *yaila” 

was fir’ from friendly, her words nor blows on the part of the former could 

indica them’ to fuiraish ag Our’ own intervention, however, proved mors 

successful, and we arrived at Ka ily to find that our caravan 

had remained at Béura, thus entailing on us the necessity of a further ride in the 
night of some three-quarters of an hour. 

August, 9.—W ed at Béura that tho village Tay exactly on the road 
hotwoen Serdesht and Turkey. As this road is extensively used for the passage of 
Ottoman troops, it may possibly account for the fhct that tho inhabitants (Kurde of 
the Melkari clan), though very civil and obliging towards ourselves, showed! 10 
signs of me to our Ottoman escort. Here we hud occasion to witness the some- 
what summary methods adopted by the Turkish officers, this time towards theit own 
troopers, Stirting at 9-20 At, we reached, after thirty minutes tide, Kani-resh (our 
proposed halting-place the previous night), and undertook an ascent of the mountain of 
Abul-Fath, situated on the frontier itself, The Turkish officers bad at first objected to 

ng men of our escort with us, p ing out that the mountain had at all times 
rkish territory, Having explained, however, that the boundary could pass only 
nw of the watershed, we succeeded in overruling this objection. ‘Fram the top 
of Abul-Fath, which we reached after one hour and ochall 's climb, we had a fine view 
of the perfectly level plain of the Turl district of Pishder to the west, of the 
continuous range of frontier mountains with the mighty Kandil to the north, We. 
could further see quite distinctly the easy pass of Kani-resh beneath us to the south, 
occupied at that tine by Turkish soldiers li in tents, and the Turkish fort of Kala- 

Dizé (otherwise called Hamidieh) at a curve of the Lesser Zab, 

Having descended the mountain we continued our journey at 1 7. 
our left at 1-43 p.at the village of Kohne-Mishk, where a. Persian custom-post exist 
until 1906. At 3°30 P.M. we arrived at Mala Sheikh, the residence of Hamzé-Kasim, 
chief of the Malkari clan, who happened to be absent from home, Here again we were 
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on the slopes of the heights overlooking the right bank of the Lesser Zab, Havin, 
started at 6°5 rx fiom Mala Sheikh by the Titkesh noua, we eacsed ‘gain at 620 rac 
near the village of Zeiva, the watershed betweon the Kialoo (Lesser Zab) and Vazné 
rivers, and passing through Divalan (7.20 rat.) reached at $25 v.st. the village of 
Aghalan, inhabited by the Melkari Kurds. Soon after our arrival three Turkish 
sowaris with their arms appeared on the hill where our tents stood, and 
began to stroll about among our men, We immediately sent our ghulams 
to the village to request Tbrabim Efendi (the senior of the two secoud lieutenants 
‘Accompanying us) to come and see us. On Mirza Effendi appearing instead, we 
explained to him that, having received permission to travel with our own escort, there 
was no need to seta ‘Turkish guard over us. We added that we were the more 
astonished at this proceeding as the soldiers had come without any previous intimati 
and ns nothing of the kind had yet taken phice during our journey, Mirza Effendi 
admitting that he could not al ays understand the anders given by his ealeague, 
dismissed the men, having explained to them that their sole duty was to patrol the 
neighbourhood of the camp and not, to allow strangers to enter it. It may perhaps be 
conjectured thnt the reasons of the special precautions taken by the ‘Turks on this ovea- 
sion at Aghalan was to prevent us from obtaining information us to the gold mines 
uated ‘These mines, as fur as we could ascertain, were not. being 
worked j 3 we were told that in the summer of 1907, when a Turkisl 
detachment from Labidjan was at Aghalan, digging for gold was done by the 
soldiers, We hd occasion while in camp to speak to some villagers of Nowehoovan 
(situated on the Vazné River), who wd to be pleased with the decrease of the 
ghas’ power, and who said that they had very little contact with the Turks, their 
ituated ont of the line of tho: lattoy's communications. We Karred 

afterwards th Varné that Aghalan, as well as Serdesht itself, was in 1907 occupied 
for some time by Karani Agha, chief of the Nureddini tribe (Bilbss), his own residence 

Sotag a Tank Pass 
_ Augial 10.—We sturted from Aghilan at 10:10 s.at, and after some twe 

aminuts ride forded. the Vaané River, and. thon, by the easy passes of Kodalan nec 
ren patent of surrounded by ranges of 

valleys situated at right angles to each 


mountains and consisting 


other, At sec valley, a yt up 


to a large encampment of the ‘of the Bilbass tri 
Aghi Bais, who reidily gove us oeni 

an, who li professed 

its lower 

bod clan of the Bilbass tribe, who also have their 


here is no pass called “ Vazné," the gorge leading to Pishde g the nan 
in, This woud seus to bo vory little trequented, che Turks always tere 
Kanicresh piss (soo abo ions between Serdesht and the vilay 
eae while Lahidjan is connected with Rovanduz by the ri 
info 
Awyjusl 11.—We lett our encampment at: Vane at 9°50 Aat., and passed the vi 
of Alwatan at 11 1 Aftor a most. picturesque descent. by'slopes thickly env 
With oak with the snowy Kandil before us. we renched the valle 
on the right bunk of the Lesser Zab (12-25-11). 
Khydynavaand Pedanan, western tribut 
the rather poor hamlet of Prlanan, of whi 
clan of the Bilbasses « 
there was alv 


i 
y the Ottoman 
ised him to the 
ili De place of Bapir 

faitinful to Porsia, h 
thow been obliged to take refuge in tho eastern part of the Soujboulake province, Bate 
Pasha was loud in his expressions of loyalty and gratitude to the Turks, and on the 
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morning of the following day put on his decorations and inspected the cowaris of our 
Turkish escort drawn up in his honour, all ranks presenting arms. Many of Baiz 
Pasha’s relatives came to meet us at Tirkesh, and, according to his own assurances, he 
could, at any moment, get togetlier some 4,000 horsemen, of whom about 20 would 
belong to his own family, A Turkish secretary, son of a Turkish officer, is staying 
with the pasha, who i literate and speaks only Kurdish, 

‘The wants of the Turkish soldiers were well attended to in Tivkesh, but we 
ourselves hail the greatest difficulty in getting fodder and provisions for our exrayan, 
the villagers refusing to sell us anything without their agha's permission, nor, for some 
reason or other, did even the orders of the latter prove effective. 

‘Whe pasha told us tht Tirkesh, with its district called Mergan, was his. property, 
and that he never Jett his’ homo.’ Wo ascertained, however, that. he. teed to 
Soujboulak, where he was on good terms with certain of the governors (¢.q., Ijlal-ul-Mulk, 
now Governor of Urn); and had subsequently made tong stay ip Turkey, having been 
obliged to fly from Persia owing to conflicts with the Government, It wax thendvanee 
of the Turks only which enabled him to return to Mergan, ‘The relutions entertained 
by the Turks with Baiz Agha (now pasha) are of long date, and among the services 
rendered by him to them, anit alluded to above, may be mentioned the very importa 
one of the reduction to submission—some twenty years ago—of the rebellious chiefs in 
Pishder, in Turkish territory, 

Tt is worth while to note that since the time of the first commission the Mangurs 
seemed to have considerably pushed on to eastwards, and now even have their winter 
quarters ou the Persian side of the frontier range, 

August 12.—We started at 9°80, and, after « ride of an hour, forded the Lessor 
Zab, containing, even at this part of its course, a considerable volume of water. 
Following a narrow valley lying to the north of the larger valley called Naaleini- 
Mangur (also situated on the left bank of the river), and then the stream of Guédit, wor 
reached at 1°99 ra, the village of Kara-Khydyr, wher Lahidjan begine, At 2°50 we 
made a halt at the pleasant enclosure of Dai-Shiikbi-Balakin, surrounding the tomb of 

folla Séman and his Here we had a visit from three brothers, proprietors 
ing Mamash villages, who, we saw, would evidently prefer to return to 


nuing our journey at 5 rat, we reached at 6:10 tho village of Keli-Sipan, at 
opening to the extensive plain of New Labidjan, watered by tho stream of Avazhuru, 

‘Vhis streatn, after its confluence with that of the Laven (watering Old Lahidjan) forms 

the big Kisloo (Lesser Zab) River, After a visit to an ancient: stone. monument 

standing near Ke n and reached at 8:20 

poor Mamash vi 

the time of th 


‘eighteon battalions with ai 
of Mohammed Fazil Pasha we found one or tivo 
t, under command of two Tieutenants, Abdullah and Sheik 
Effendis, the f F whom we had met in Sulduz ‘These officers informed ns that 
Pasvé was a very tinhealthy place, and that, at the time of Mohammed Rizil Pash 
Toss than 2,500 soldiers hud died there of typhus We may perhaps be 
feeling a certain satisfaction on learning while at Pesvé that Tes hs 
of the taboor stationed at Rahdane, who showed ns such ineiviity daring our visi 
the latter place, hind been recalled, the said recall being attributed by the popul 
generally ty our representations. But, however this may be, we had on this occasion 
tainly no reason to complain of any luck of kindness or assistance on the part of the 
officers of the Paavé garrison, 

‘There is in Pasvé a Persian brick fort, standing on a hill, but which has evidently 
no importance whatever from a military point of view. ‘The soldiers are housed in 
most inferior quarters, and even those of the officers are dirty and wretched: beyond 
descriptor 

A Turkish Government telegraph is working in Pasvd, and wo ourselves sent, two 
telegrams to Constantinople, being given official receipts. ‘The line goes over the Zinvé 
SU fase to Wier POReh ein tak cayek rom Wal GIRS ey Uae aoe) 
the telegraph office has been lately transferred to Galalé 

Awjust 13.—In the morning We had a visit from Aziz Agha, son of Kurani Agha, 
chief of the Mamash Kurds. The young man invited us to visit bis father in Shavala, 
but we were obliged to decline the invitation, partly on account, of want of time and 
partly to avoid casting suspicion on Karani Agha ‘The latter's father, Mamed Agha 

fuseq] 2k 
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famzé, son of Sémau, belonging to a 
Mangurs. We saw afterwards a 


year ago. Later on 

to Turkey to establish his claim on certain 

ing with him the Kaimakam of Exbil, who was 

as inediator between the two rivals, the Kalmakam 
being desirous we understood of showing an attitude 


pon our men during the journey 
mw rest in Soujboulak before contimiing our 
hat, place over Sulduz, this being a little longer but 
ind by another direction through the latter important 
time be accompanied by out own escort, which, it 
ceusion provented from travelling with 1s 
ingly at UL A.st, going due north, and passing by a grave in 
five soldiors of one tabooe id died in one day during the typhus 
ideinie, were buried. At 12:27 we reached the watershed between the Kialoo, flowing 
to the ‘Tigris, and the head-waters of the Gadir Chai, running into the Lake Uraa 
Following the course of the Bat 
and Bulyk at.) we debori 
Aw 30 Past 
We again missed movtinig. the kalmakom (civil), who, in company of jthe ‘Turkish 
consul in Soujboulak, had to Urmi, for the purpose, we had reason to. bel 
of inspecting cert conuestion with the Ottoman consulate in that ton 


At Nehadé we were received by the commander of the 107th Regiment, Mamed 


Boy, with rank of kaimak 
froin Serdosht to Suldus short shows the increasing 
impor ¥y the Ottoinans to that district, forees in Néhdé cone 
sisted of ond * kadto-boluk” of infantry ainda , under 
command of Yuzsbushi Reshid Ei 
add isa big. village of so Which 120 are Jews aud 60 Nestorians, 
gs to the Karapapakh Kabn Reshid-esSaltang, We mct this gentleman in 

the presenoo off the ‘Lurks, atid had occasion to see that he was treated rather eon 
temptuously. We declined 1S. offer to visit hun in his house, fearing’ to excite 
suspicions on the part of the Lurks, 

Sonie Mussulman villagers with whom we spoke 
of the Turks, on the gronud: apparently: that th we tailing the power of 
tlie ailing. A story: was told us est of Nejet’ Kuli Khan (the chief of all 
the Ratapapakhs) ‘by the kafmakan for having beaten one of his’ servants. The 
Christians, on the contrary, disliked the authoritative methods of the Turks with the 
preoninanes of the military, and appear to incline towards the Persians, ‘The khans, 
‘on thir side, bitterly complained of their degradation, and accused their new masters 
of inciting their rayits ayuinst them, 

August 14.—We left Néhadé for Soujboulak at 8°15 AM, taki 

bases alone the skirts of the range (Ferenghi Daghi) bounding the Suldux 
plain to the north, We passed at 10/43. between the villages of Djietava. to our 
Hight and. BeguineKulé to our loft, reaching at 11°45 the large village of Mamed Shah, 
situated in. a transverse gorge on a soutleeastern tributary of the Gadir Chai, Here 
wo were guests of the focal Khaz called Mamed Ali Djan Abmadli sho did. not 
conceal bis dislike and fear of the Turks, and who, produeing some old firmans given 
to his: grindfather by the Russian authorities for bravery and services rendered de 
the con questof the Caneasts, professed to consider himselt entitled to Russian prot 

Con ng our journey at 3 Pat. we reached, after forty tes, the village 
Kadi Gol, being met on the out Gazi, its proprietor, elon; 
ty the tanily of the well-known Kazi-Rettah of Soujboulak. ‘The old man was full 
of indignation ‘against Hamué Séman (cide supra), who, taking advantage of the 


at had been transfi 
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troubles consequent upon the Turkish advance, had seized his village and had held 
it during four years, and it was ouly a few months ago that he had been reinstated 
in his rights by tho Kaimakam of Sulduz, though no compensation had been exacted 
for the damages caused by the usurper. Shortly after. Kam Gol (near the stone calle 
Berdé Andgir), Mirza Effendi with his men took leave of us, Wo asked two shepherds, 
Who we met near this spot, where the frontier was, their answer being gesture 
extremely expressive of their inability to give the information required, 

At Gat we passed the village of alti, and, ater a cata Tong descent, 
reached Soujboulak at 7 rat; the Government of that place being, we found, in the 
hands of 9 personal servunt of Sardar Mukai, the governor, who was himself collecting 
troops in Bookan to march against the Khan of Sakkiz, the latter having thrown ie 
his lot with Salar-ed-Dowleh 

4H 8, SHIPLEY, 


‘V. MINORSKY, 
Tabreez, October 5, 1911. 


——<—————— 
Enclosure 2 in No. 208, 


Diary No. 6 of the Itinerary of the British and Russian Delegates from Soujboutak 
Uerough Old Lahidjan, Uslnu, Deshtebil, Mergever, Desht, Tergever, and. Tnclitéeu 
to Urmi, August 18 to 30, 1911. 


WE stayed at Soujboulak three days completing our information as to the 
districts through which we had boen travelling. Before our: departure we hed wie 
from one of our Suldus acquaintances, who gave us some details as Yo the prooeas by 
hich that’ district had been brought under. Turkish occupation, According to. ony 
informant (Mamed Ali Khan), dissonsiony having arisen among the Kerapapalth khang 
themselves, the chiefs of the tribes of Shemseddin, Saral, DjancAbmedl, Chakhiel, and 
‘Terkavan went to Ferman Ferma, at that time Governor. Soujboulak, 
with whom they lodged a compl inst Nejef Kuli Khan Amir Tuman, the. then 
Governor of Stlduz ‘The latter, fearing. the consequences of this stop on the part of 
gave ‘an invitation to the Turks to come to his village, Chiyané, ‘This won 
ly the latter, who sent som fifteen men under Ahined Effendi, this being 
of the Turkish advance in Siulduz, which has ended in the ovoupation of 
the whole of tho valley of the Gadir Chi 
August 18.—We left Soujboulak, at 9 a.at, and after halfan-hour's vide pasaed 
the ‘confluence of the two tributaries forming the Soujboulak River, The right 
tributary, called the Chomi-Hamzéava, derives its name from the village of Hamecava, 
the gorge at some thirty minutes’ distanos froin the point of junotion, The 
age is. now ands of Baiz Pasha's son, Suleimat Agha, and, on 
idered to be under Turkish occupation, we had previously arranged with M 
di that he should join us there with the Turkish escort. As, however, Wo saw 
ho signs of the latter’s presence, we decided to continue our journey, which led us by 
tho left tributary of the Soujboulak River, eallod the Choini-Dehbokt, At 10:50 nse 
we came into sight of tho halfruined village of Beyram-Shab, which 
belongs to Persia; then rv-entering the zone of Turkish occuput 
the village of Dehbokr, situated somewhat to the left of the main road going over the 
Meidan pass. We met with a friendly greeting on the i ints, who 
informed us that the proprietor of the village, Mamed Agha, an unelo of Baiz Basha, 
was very much dissatisfied with the Turks,'and that he was sending some mon’ to 
support Sardar Mukri against Salar-ed-Dovleh. ‘The approach, however, of our Tirkish 
escurt, which at this tine came up with us, at once put a stop to all further confidences 


ig our journey at 3°35 vt. we made for the pass of Meidan above referred 

the shortest road between Lahidjan' and Soujtonlak, swe 

ed up the gorge we had on our right the ranges of Spilka and. Shivelazi, and on 

‘our Teft those of Mergé and Shilonova, ending in the solitary. and eonspiouous peak of 

Choghantoo. 

is latter summit deserves special notice, as the watershad formed by it had 

at one time been proposed by the Turks (during the joint commission of Zeki Pasha 
and Lhtisham-es-Saltan6) ax the new fronticr, ‘The importance given to Choghantoo 
dy the Ottomans is still remembered by the Dehbokri kurds carmpinye in the gong 

who informed us that coal was buried on its summit by Dervish Pasha, though thie 
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Passing ig 
of Khinrwind Tt may 
be noted th wer night, 
was full of the difficul ions. ‘The 
night was spent by us at Kel 
our way to. Pasy 
Hamzé Manash ( 
August 19. 
mountain, des n plain, stretchi 
At 11°35 we forded the 
Avazhurn (othe : id reached at 12°30 pat. the village of 
Gaphusin, where on sixty-six are left, the remainder having been 
completely destroyed (see Itinerary No, 5). 
The Laven, on the lof hunk of which Gaplasan is situated, forms a boundary 
between New and Old Lahidjan, the former b habited by the Mamash and the 
latter by the Pitan Kurds. We erossed the river, and forty-five minutes Tater reached 
the villig of Shinava, the principal summer encampment of the Piran tribe being close 
by, Herw wo wero shortly afterwards visited by. Mamed Emin Agha, the chief of the 
Firan tribe, who came for that purpose from Seidava, another village of his situated 
immediately inder the frontier range. He is a man of some fifty years of age, of 
-y pleausint ana well read in the Persian classics, We tade the acquaint= 
ance of thre of his two wore Turkish decorations given them by 
Vedjid Pasha, tlie first Turki jssioner, who having committed suicide ow 
appeats, to certain Palace intrigues, was subseq ier ly replaced by Zeki Pash.” Our ost 
endeavontd to prove to us that Lalidjan was originally « Turkish possession, 
expres complete contentment He spoke with great bitterness 
of the Persians, the reasons of this antipathy of his being, as far as we were able to 
ascertain ther sources, as follows -— 
contlicts with the Governor of Soujboulak the Piran tribe 
, when Amir Nizam was Pishkar of Azerbaijan, had crossed 
with the result that the villages of Old Lahidjan were immediately 
thy Persians to the Mamasbes, On the return of the Pirans to their 
the settlement of their dispnte with the Persians they found that 
Were tunable to rgain possession of the villages, occupied as above stated by 
Mamashes. Hoping to effect this object with the lielp of the Ottomans, Mamed E 
Agha declared himself their partisan from the: ve ing of their advance. Thre 
is no doubt that toxetlor with Baiz Pasha and Hamzé Séman he is one of the principal 
supporters of Turkish pretensions, but it should, nevertheless, be mentioned that he 
greatly complained in our presence of not having yet recovered his villages, as also of 
‘4 lack of attention on the part of his protectors, from wliom he had not even received 
decoration, 
Shinava is a very important place, being situated on the road to Revanduz. The 
entrance to the pass of Zinvé-Sheikh, through which all the Turkish 
entered Lahidjon, lex close to the village, which itslf is situated 
distance of Rayat, the nearest Turkish town, The telegraph line 
Shinava, A Turkish battalion was further statio 
‘Thore is « ruined Persi 
till tobe seen on the barring the entrance to 
the pass. The Persian view of. th i be found in Karani Agha's 
letter anonymously sent to us when in Soujboulak, translation of which is herewith 
annexed (sve Itinerary No, 6). 
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August 20—Our original intention was to d by Zinvé Sheikh to Rayat and 
then along the Turkish side of the frontier to the pass of Kele-shin, making our way 
to Ushnu through the latter. As the tenour of our instructions, as communicated to 
us in the telegram of the Russian Ambassador in Constantinople of the 71h ly Is, 
enabled us to travel on purely Turkish territory as well as in the: contested zone 
on condition of not being in that ease accompanied by our own escort, wo intimated 
to Mirza Effendi our intention to take the above-mentioned route. ‘The latter in reply 
stated that, before giving his assent, he would first of all have to consult. his own 
instructions, and these, on being produced, proved to be a copy of an order signed by 
Mabmoud Shevket Pasha, simply confirming our right to travel in the statue yo zone 
with both our own and the Turkish escort. Mirza Effendi, insisting on the fot that 
nothing was said in the paper concerning our travelling in’ Turkish territory, informed 
us that he was, in consequence, unable to comply with our wish, Tt was to ho purpose 
that we pointed out that the order was to be understood as morely supplementary 0 
the original permission aeconted to us to visit both sides of the frontier, that it bore 
only on the escort question, and that the Turkish officers themselves bad on several 
gecasions spoken of our right to travel wherever we chose, Being unable to induco 
Mirza Effendi to depart from his original decision, and seeing the usclessness of further 
Aiseussion, we sent. a telogram vid. Pasvé to the. British Hinbassy. in Constantinople, 
ig that additional instructions might be furnished to our Turkish escort, lhe 
though written in Turkish at our dictation by Mirza Effendi himself, pooved 
ve been imperfectly transimitted, and, ad in any ease a reply could onl 
d after considerable delay, wo sent a special messenger to Uri, 
bexzing the Turkish consnl in the latter town to help us in our difficulty, As it wns 
inadvisable to delay our journey any longer than it was possible we decided to push on, 
and on the drrival of the permission required ,to avail ourselves of it at some other 
point, 
‘ously to continuing our journey northwards wo decided to visit the village 
ited at some 29 minutes ride from Shinava, at the entrance of tho gorge 
he Zinvé Sheikh pass. Khané has acquired some notoriety, owing to the 
fact that a Persian custom-house existed there formerly, and that M. Leleux's attempt, 
to transfer it to Tamarchian, a little further to the west, was the ostensible motive ot 
the first appearance of the Turks in Lahidjan (September 1909), ‘The eustom-houte i 
question was worked for a period of four years, the names af its chieh i 
by us ujboulak, being as follows: (1) Hadgi Ali Kur; (2) 2 
Mirza Khydyr, futher of M, Maarut’y (4) Mirza Abid 
Tt_was the latter, now living in Urmi aud sinee. anid 
ish passport, who was in charge of the construction of a new building, 
lose herewith a copy in translation of his report to tho director of the 
Y 3, toyethier with « copy of a letter bearing the 
ra, Mamed Emin Agha, which, it will be xeon, furnishes an 
intcontestable proof of the recognition by him’ of’ the supremacy of Persia. in. that 
dlistriot at the time of the Turkish advance, the nows of which was immediately 
reported by him to Uri (see Annex No, 4). 
Notwithstanding: the repu wood by Mirza Effendi on our announcing to 
hhim our intention of wo adhered to our decision, but, to avoid the 
possiblity of complications, did st proseed further up tho passe. Kinng, whieh iawn 
cellent spring close by and belongs to Mamed Emnin Agha, is now i Hard by 
were some Piran Kurds grazing their cattle, who told us’ that the inhabitanta. were 
Gbliged to desert: their homes owing to the lawless (*na-higy ") proceedings of the 
‘Turkinh soldiers shorty after the latter began to uso the Zinve Sheikh wens 4 military 
road, ‘The names of the head officials in charge of the local Persian custom house 
were still familiar to the villagers. Starting fron Khané at 10°30 A. we erosied the 
telegraph ling, which is in good onder, and then, proceeding northwards by the offshoots 
of the Kandil range (here called’ Dalgwan), subsequently passed the villages of 
Selknva (11-18) and Kalakin (1185), “At 11°33 4.a, we crossed! the Laven River eloso 
to where it issues from the gorge, and re-entered at this point the territory of the 
Mamashes. At 12:40 nat. wo passed on out right the village of Khaldar Lalougtine 
to Sheikh Kemal-ed-Din, « person highly respeeted by the Kurds, ‘This sboikl is said 
to have lived formerly on his property situated on the Turkish aide of the frontier. As, 
however, the Persian authorities required that devotees who went to ae him should 
be in the possession of Persiah passports, he was obliged to transfer his residence to 
age of Tumarchian, near to the Zinvé Sheikh pass, at that time considered to be 
ian territory. It was in the house of this sheikh that Abdurrahman  Bey's 
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party stayed on their first arrival in Lahidjan, At 1:30 pat, after an ascent of 
20 minutes, we reached the summit of the Kubbé-boozan pass, 1g the 


aven). 
tants of Djaldian that the village belonged to a 
rolativo of Karani Agha, who, however, happoiied to be absent on the day of our visit, 
having gove to meet the Kaimakam of Erb (Mohammed Ali Bey, brother of Mahmud 
Pasha Djat), who, as olreudy stated in our Itinerary No, 5, had undertaken to act. as 
mediator between Karant Agha and Hamzé Séman, We were also told that a taboor 
had been formerly stationed at, Djal 
We started wt 8 35, ediately after leaving Djaldian, crossed 
most’ imperceptible watershed between the Berdé- 
0 the system of the Kialoo (Lesser Zab), and a liitle rivulet 
ur fiom the Kani-Kamtara spring to the Gadir Chui, whi is turn, empties. 
itself into the Lake of Urmi, At on the left: the village of Sofian, 
and reached at 10°35 0 pleasantly shaded spot -resh, Some forty minutes 
Inter We outerad the Ushnu plain, and mao a short halt on. che hill ovetlea 
largo village of Nalos, which, with some others on the right bauk of the Gadir 
belongs to the Mamaslies, while those on 
oye are hold by the Zevat Khans of Ush 
view was atlorded us of 
|. There are no bridges 
it, however, without any 


lagers, the 
| id his men to 
a vestigating the matter 
and on dive y nall quantity of clover, 
forthwith to administer to the latter am er of very effective ents 
is whip, iicudings in this eastigation the proprietor also, whom he evidently suspected 
of thi desire to use our presence axa means of making a sort of demonstration on the 
matter, Pitoz Khan appeated to us, declaring that he had never yet undergone. such 
treatment in his life, We endeavoured to calin him ax best we eduld, and eventually 
succeeded in sinoothing inuttors over somewhat, 
Aitor bal 
not very: numerous, 
tho outskirts drawn up in two rows. 
“Long live the Sultan,” with the additi particular case of loud clapping of 
handy Ax, however, our horses exhibited signs o€ eousiderable retiveness wider al 
this tumult, we were obliged to pass behind instead of between the ranks, a course which 
brought: tho clamour to w summary close. We were further received by the school 
days of the town singiny patriotic songs, and by a detachment of the 98th Regiment 
(Vth Atmy Corps), of which one company under command of Ibrahim Effendi, Yuze 
bashi, in stationed in Ushuo. The latter officer proved to be the acting kaimakem, as 
: pant of that post tnd, for some reason or other, been dismissed, while 
Behdjet Bey, the Frontier Commissioner (5 Itinerary Nos, 1 and 4), who had 
himself for &'time been perfor ties of that post, was on Ieave in Van. 
While taking tea in Ubrahim Effendi’s tent we met several representatives of the 
Ushnu population, ‘The schoolmaster, wearing on his shoulder a yellow badge with 
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tricolour ribbons, explained to us that his school depended on ths “ Union and Progress 
Committee,” and that a new school-house was in process of constriction in the town. 
We afterwards saw the work of building going on, and learned that the funds were 
y being provided by Suleiman Khan, the chief of the Zerza clan, Previous to 
J at Ushnu we had heard from a European, well qualified to judge and who 
had himself visited the place, that Suleiman's prestige lad greatly suffered trom the 
resence of the Turks, the latter, ap was the case with Mamed Khan in Bane (vido No. 4), 
having superseded him by a kuhinakam of their own, During our stay in Ushinw it 60 
happened that, from whatever cause arising, we neither saw nor recived a message 
from Suleiman Khan himself, though somie time previously he had conveyed an 
intimation to us of his desire to meet us, the only representatives of the Zorza family 
seen by us being the two brothers, Riza Khan and Mustapha Khan, his cousin 
Although it was admitted fully by the latter that Suleiman Khan was’ their senior, 
it was none the less evident that it was they and not he who, under the Turkish 
ceoupation, were enjoying the position rightflly due to the, chief of the clan. We 
Tearned afterwards that it was these two who sent in 1907 to Mosul, and, having given 
chalet,” brought back with them a Turkish detachment, which, in the October of 
that vear, seized the Persian eustom-house at Ushnn, causing its chiet (Mirza Rifuat), 
who had been warned of the danger by Suleiman Khun, to make a hurried d 
to Urmi. Riza Khan, wh 


ifternoon to the sanctuary of Sheikh 

lying higher up in the gorge of the Gadir Chai, at. some hour ind a-half's 
distance, from whience x good view was to he obtained of the very conspicuous ran} 
of the frontier mountains and their offshoots. 'To avoid futil with the 
‘Turkish officers we decided not to visit. the Keli-Shin poss, which, in addition to the 
fact of its Leing well marked on the identio map, would present’ no special: feutnires 
of futerest. unless traversed in its whole length, the possibility of which was precluded 
ending the reception of w reply from Constantinople or Unin, authorising ws to ena 
the frontier (ae ubove tinder heading the 20th August), "We leaned, Keavever, thet 
the pass was very difficult, and that travellers therefore, although the jovr 
through Sidakan to Rev by this route occupies only two days, always preferned 
the easier toad over the Zinvé Sheikh pass in Okt Lahidjan, though taking one day 
longer. 

SAt Ushaw ws again had dient 

‘Turks seemed to thi 


‘over ur encan to Mirza. Eilondi in our presence, 
not to allow any civilians to approach our tents. Even at night the streets leading to 
the garden were occupied by gendarmes and patrols. Under theso cirenmstances, ibis 
not “surprisinye that neither Suleiman Khan nor any other of th spoople 
: it us. Before Ieaving Ushnu we took’ an opportunity of intinatin 
to the ksimakam our surprise at the treatment to which we had. been aubjecteds 
with the result that the latter felt constrained to offer us his excuses, The 
measures taken by him on this occasion may have been to some extent duo to the 
influence of the senior lieutenant of our escort (Ibrahim Efendi), whose presence. at 
any of our encampments, we found hy experience, invaxiubly. gave rise to difficulty 
‘of'one kind or another, 


left Ushnu at 
‘of Nalivan (0:30 at) 
d the summit of the 
5 vst.) anid 
aghi was, 








Alll gaye the answer that tho proprietor of the villages was Agha Khan Mir Pe 

but that their present agha was Riza Khan Zerza, 

jot, had made himself master of the whole 
sone twenty-two villages, 

We passed the night in th 

originally to Agha Khan, has now 

his brother Tazet, 





of the district, comprising 
































the latter sending bis age 
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seemed! to avoid us, had not made his appearance since the interview with Mn Neeson, 


above reported. 
August 26, 





‘We started from Zeiva on our excursion at 8 4.3%, 


Hoolistan and Berasp, entered (8:55 4.a.) the gorge of Benar, reaching al 10a, the 
Village of the same name, which we found in ruins. Above it was a strong stone, fort, 
the eoustruction of which was only half finished, while the beams and. stones lyin 


Scattered around showed the work had had to be hurriedly abandoned. 


subsequently that the fort in question was being erceted by Seyyid Tuba, who had 
bought Benar from its proprietors, a separate clan called Bonar-Bepyadés, hits 


intention being to protect his Naw-Chia villages fom the incursions 





Kurds of Mergever. ‘The chief of the latter, Kerim Khan, viewing Tuli's proceedings 
as.an attompt to obtain the preponderating influence in Mergever, sent his men to atop 





the construction, ‘This led to a fight, whieh 

to ouir arrival, and resulted in the retirement of both parties from Bonar. 
Leavis i 

accompanied oul nd tho Turkish es 

Tast-menticned vil 

div 






took place, in fact, only a few days previous 
iz our Cossacks and sowars behind in charge of Captain Kissly, and 


ig the mountains by a very steep puss 
ng Beuar from the usual caravan road, followed the latter, raching at 12°40 a, 


fhe mins of a caravanserai called Zini Klan, situated below the high range of Mawi, 


Halané. Tt is tl 





his Intter place, which, until the recent. events, was held’ to be the 


Turkish frontier. “At 1:30 nav we arrived at the very picturesquily situated vill 
Halané, the property, of Seyyid Talia, ‘The inhabitants, who are all Nestotans, 
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27.—We started from Zeiva at 8°30 4.36, and, following the road which 
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August 23H, 
[a524) 








has not reconciled 








‘attachment to Persia, Although since the 
‘ut the soures of the Rowzé.Ch 





ig left Kyai at 815 Ast, and having forded the Rowze-Chai 




















162 


near Derbend at 9°10, we saw on our right the group of villages in the vicinity of 

Ie nts commanded respectively by 
st August, 1907. ‘The remains of 
I near Tall, AE 1018 we arivod 
at Ambi, a, mixed Kurdish and Christian village, where we saw Kurdo Beg, Bede 
Khan Beg’s nephew, and the acknowledged chief of the Desht Begaadés By the 
references he made to tbe unsatisfactory nature of his present position and to the 
cessation of the pay he had formerly drawn from the Persians, le conveyed, in the way 
enstonary with certain other Kurdish chieftains whom we had met, the impression that 
he was not contented with the Turks. 

At Ambi wo were already in the Tergever district, and after an hour and a-half's 
ride reached Mavana, being reesived at Kurana (close by) by the kaimakam, whom we 
had met on passing through the previous June (21st). It appeared, from what we 

«don th on in Kurana, that our first visit €o the place coincided with the 
dation stone of a school, for which the funds were obtained by 
aubsoription, ‘The eoromony be 

rch by cred Ly th 

mi, ‘Tho work itself, we found, was being. proceeded. wi n 
Kurana aid Mawans, and. we were assured by the Christians that the school would in 
winter sorve the soldivrs for barracks, no other suitable quarters being obtainable. 

Mayans Iylonged formerly to the late Salar-Atkham, owner of all Mengever aud 
many other vila i x of the ‘Turkish advance and Salar’s 
death, the village ont an agha, but we were informed that every now and 
































































then some Kurdish chief would put forward his claims, and we were even shown an 


elderly Kurd who had eoine trom ‘Purkey, and who was at that moment endeavouring 
to settle down in the place, A Christian (a Turkish subject, but with property in 
Kurata) atated to ws that ho thought i better for his eo-rligionsta to live under the 
nile of the Turks, as the latter had, at all events, the fores necessary to put a stop to 
Kurdish raids and depredations. He admitted, however, that the Turks were more 
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Bilberuan Oy Mariel, tower ih Ura aigied by thie 
lun, and other Tergever villages. 7 

it to Kurana we met no officers (possibly on account of its 
wan), nor did Thrahim Effendi, the senior officer of our 
ler it necessary to pay us a farewell visit, notwithstanding the 
ore than two month that we were about 






























road we had taken when 
ituted the fording of the 
‘at 6:39 vat. Neychialan 
naled-Din, Tt appears, however, 
es of tho Inter that two Kurds, 
Kardar, 


ving slightly 0 
took the one whieh 1 
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from the statements mide to is hy the represen tat 
‘vis, Ami, son of Mam alan, and Isinail Ai 





















complained, 
August 
Chai, took a north-easterly- direction, making for Inchké 
unublo to visit on our first journey through Baratos 
10 Ast, being met by Lieutenant Ismail’ Effendi ( i fr 
tanks) aud Hissin Agha, son of Amer Henare, the present occupier of the village as 
well ay of Khalian and Ranispi, situated itourlood. One company of the 
8th Reinent is stationed here, while new barracks are being built both in Inchké-su 
itself and ini Kaniapi, Close to the village on the road to Urmi there is a new well- 
Tule. etmvanserat belonging to Haasan Agha, shih, fu fas it is with turrets, is 
evidentl to serve in case of need as a blockhous ‘ 4 
Inchké-su occupies position of great importanee, ituated at the meeting of 
the roads to Barodost (the latter one leading further to Chahrik and Van through the 
oceupied districts), Anzal, Urmi, and Tergever. 
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After a short halt we reached in forty minutes the summit of the Khan-Guédigut 
pass, guarded, ag being the frontier line, by two seutries from Inchké-su, Here we 
separated from Mirza Efendi and his men, Military honours were given by the Turkish 
soldicrs and returned by our own escort, the whole ceremony of leave-taking bein 
characterised by great friendliness on both sides. As regards Mirza Effendi, wo thin 
it only right to say that, from the time that he was left in sole charge of the escort, we 
found him much more ready to fall in with our wishes, and, indeed, both he and the men 
of the Turkish escort werd always willing personally to render what assistance they 
could, 

Mirza Effendi, after seme hesitation, consented to accept from us a pair of field 
alas souvenir of our journey together. We further asked and obtained his 
Permission to present his men with a small sum of money, sufficient to purchase a sheep 
two, to enable them to oalabrata the sonsion accords to, the anual Orta cores 
Our presents, however, were subsequently returned to us by Mirza Effendi trom 
Chahrik, through the medium of the Turkish consul in Urmi, a course which, in the 
absence of any explanation, must, we presume, have been dictated to him’ by his 
superiors, 

Beginning our descent at mid-day we shortly afterwards passed Koni-resh, 
re-entering Persian territory, on which we had not set foot since curde parture {rom 
Soujboulak on the 19th August, After a stay of one hour and three-quarters at 
Ort Sindji, we continued our march by the large and well-to-do. village of Hissar, 

wated at the opening of the gorge into the Urmi plain, and having forded the Nazht 
Chai River, the carrent of which is here very rapid, reached the village of Kalési 
Ismail Agha, our halting place for the night, at 4°30 pat, ‘This village was built only 
six years ago by Medjd-es-Saltané, who had leased the uid from. Tkbuleun-Nizann, 
‘The inhabitants are all Nestorian Catholics, while the village itself, with ite houses 
in gymunetrioal order, forms one large compound, the whole being: surrounded 
igh mud wall. Perhaps the most curious feature in eonnection with this placa 
is that the villagers, who, under the guidance of their present priest and Kedkhuda 
Kasha Oner, had emigrated to Persia from the ‘Turkish district of Gaver during the 
Armenian massacres, though still retaining their Ottoman nationality, aro now engaged 
in defending this outlying comer of Persian territory against the incursions. of the 
« in the distriots oocupied by the Turks. ‘The old fort of Kalési-lamail Agha, 
now in ruins stands on a hill overlooking the village immodintaly ut the entrance ty 
the gorge, through which the Nazlu River issues forth from Barudost 
plain, lago of Kyr-noisa, situated a little higher up the stream, is in Turkish 
Secupation, We were informed’ by Kasha Oner that the Turks considered as their 
present frontier the range of the ‘higher mountains overlooking the Urmi plain to the 
north, and ending in a promontory with white rocks over Askerabad, ‘The villagers, 
though complaining to us of the raids of Hassan Agha Henaré, and of the goneral 
state of insecurity now prevailing, stated that they theinselves had enjoyed comparative 
tranquillity sinee the expulsion of Tamir Agha Shekkak (whom wo saw ab Mastakan, 
se0 Diary No, 2) from their village hy Idjlal-ul-Mulk, the present Governor of Urini, 
August $0,—Starting at, 940 At, and passing at 11 As, the villago of Guedjin, 
in 1909, gave a “dakhalet” to the notorious Petor Bliow, we arrived at Urmt 
at 1 Pat. 




























































ti the Urmi 





















HLS. SHIPLEY, 
V. MINORSKY, 
Tabreez, October 12, 1911. 






Annex to Diary No, 6, 

(Translation.) 

To the Russian and English Representatives : 

1 AM a trustworthy informant, a patriot, and a man conversant with the rights of 

the matter, Tam well acquainted with the mate of this frontierand with tecerbee 

‘of these parts. According to what I have heard from my father and have myself een 

all these parts tribes, inhabitants and residents, for the whole period of the 130. yours 
ce the beginning of the Kajar reign, have been in truo Persian territory and have 
true Persian subjects, Every year they have paid the taxes due and obtained 

receipts for them. ‘They have never failed to perform their duty, and have 
shown their allegiance to the Persian Government, In return the Persians 
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have been accustomed to lestow offices on them, titles, and fixed salaries; have 
issued decrees in their favour, and kept them in comfort and security. ‘There are 
valid rensons in proof of the justice of what I am stating. Sixt years azo. 
Mohammed Khan Amir Nizam Zangana, by order of the Persia Government, came 
with artillery and soldiers to Old Lai jn, and built frts at Shinnva., Sixty’ years 
ago, moreover, Mehdi Khan Karapapakl under the instructions of the Persian 
Government, constructed the forts of Laven in Lahidjan. Forty-five years ago Shuja- 
ed-Dowleh of Urmi, by the order of the Persian Go ernment, came Wi th 
to Lahidjan and repaired the Mutava fort and edifice, the traces of which can st 
be seen, Pirot Khan Mamash and Sheikh Ali Khaw Mukri bi nilt, by the authorisation 
of the Persian Government, the fort of Pasvé. If the ‘Turkish’ Goverument had any 
claim on these parts, why did they not pr Persians from constructing: these 
edifices and forts? Besides t1 Pi officials, in pursuit of erit ils and seditions 
persons, canie on several occasions with guns and soldiers to Vazné and Serdesht, 
which are on the Perso! idary line, Why did the Turks keep silence, and 


sive usta ante te ome of the tribes did not abandon their nationality 
‘and alleginnes to the Persian Government. ‘They yielded no obedience to the Turks, 
mud prriorred to emigrate, During this same “period the Persians, having internal 
dissension, setired from the frontier districts, and the Turks seving this took adw tage 
of that to subjugate the Ashirets by fraud, and took possession of all the 
where they loft behind them guns and soldier ‘There was 
ribs but tiv weqiesee and Keop silen i 4 
estion hi bly a matter of discus 
ish authori rywhere assemble the inbabitants by 
‘and watning, thew, Obtaived a paper saying that th 
0 up their nationality. at their own pleasure accepted that of the 
‘irks, ‘The inhabitants and tribes a capt Turkish nationality Ieenume they are 
holpless, and are afraid of losing the property, and honour,  Otherwi 
excepting two or tlie wretches, whos wickedness vas wll known to. the Persians, 
absolutely no habitants and tribes of these parts would give up Persian 
nationality 1 f tho Turks, 
WF th repmsentativ 
inst Turkish 
ran 
os wil un of 
sind other documents iss 
ing their allogianes tothe lutte 


































ri wo the Turkish Government began to intrigue by sending soldiers and 
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hich Persian representativ 
re appear at that m 
Persian Government on their 
I of ‘thean will des 















of possession 
must pay an 






and int 
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Dut, being afraid of the Turkish authorities, 
vat diselose my identity, Should 1 by assured, however, of protection for the 
preweit and future against Turkish moléstation, L will appear at the mecting and state 
that tho Turks possess no document showing’ any right to these parts, People have 
compelled to apoly for" dakhulet,” aud lave no courage to refuse, bucaiise they 
rounded averywher by Turks who bave soldiers and guns. Ifthe Turks he 
any vighttul claim ‘on these’ parts there must be rakams, and other official 
documents in the hinds of the inhabitants. Why do. the rod 
short, whatever tho Turks have done in beet! done by politi 
Uhave pit these fuets, which are all. tru of the chiefs of the tribes in 
ride that tothe matter, Please make the necessary investigation and 
eniqui nd, Hf you find the ciroumstances contrary to what T have stated, L shall 
stny kind of punishment, 











































(Signed) A true Informant. 
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[46089] No. 209. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 





(No. 202.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 19, 1911. 

I REGRET to see from the telegram of Sir A. Nicolson of yesterday’ that the 
telegrams you have received from me recently have failed to make miy viow sufficiently 
clear as to whether the dispatch of reinforcements of the consular escorts should be 
suspended or not. 

From the moment that Nizam-es-Sultanch and Soulet-ed-Dowleh with the Kashgais 
left Shiraz I have never wavered in my view that no reinforcomont was needed if the 
situation actually in the town was alone to be considered. Even when things had 
looked blackest at Shiraz (see my telegram No, 460 of the 2nd October), when I felt 
compelled to deliver my warning to Souleted-Dowleh that unleas he loft the neigh- 
bourhood of Shiraz forthwith T should recommend His Majesty’s Government. to tak. 
the necessary steps to protect British interests, it was only under the impression that 
His Majesty's Government were considering favourably tho schome'for iteroasing the 
consular guards for the purpose of escorting caravans, and that quite independent 
of the actual situation in Shiraz the escort at that consulate was shortly to be ¢nereased, 
that T recommended in my telegram No, 462 of the 3rd October, that the dispat 
troops destined, if the Government of Tndia concurred in our sehiome for escorting 
caravans for Ispahan and Shiraz, should be accelerated, 

T was still under the same impression when in my telegram No. 474 of the 
Zh October I deprecated delaying the departure of the troops merely because the 
situation in, the town of Shiraz had improved, and suggested a form of announcement 
to the Persian Government, basing our action on the general disorder in the south 


and ‘showing that it was our intention to uso tho troops for the protection of 
cara 






























My remarks, reported inmy telegram No. 479 of the 9th instant, to a representative 
of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, who came to enquire as to the truth of reporis 
in the Landon press in regard to reinforcements of the consular escorts at. Tspahan, 

ira, Bushire, Bunder Abbas, and Kerman, wore based entirely on. tho’ samo 




























t, directing mo when announcing the 

nt to make no mention of their being 

med to imply that the troops were intended exclusive! 

When, therefore, in your telegran of tho 12th 
isfuctory and 

nts which tho Por 








to bo attached to the considerations urged by 
hud been real improvement in the situation in the town 
ent, indeed, if thé dispatch of troops depended solely on. that. situation 
and not on the desperate stato of the roads, to warrant a suspension of their doparture. 
ubsequently L learned from your telegram No, 307 of tho 14th instant, that four 
‘squadrons of cavalry were about to be dispatched, 
‘The impencing dispatch of over 400 men seemed to make it clear that thoy: were 
imtended for more than the protection of British lives and property at Shirwz, and 
indeed that they were intended to give effect to our scheme for escorting caravans at 
least on the Bushire-Shiraz-Ispahan road, I theroforo ventured to suggest in, may 
telegram No. 500 of yesterday, in which I roportedl ou of the mauy appeals 1 have 
received from the Persian Government in regard to the dispatch of troops, that we 
should make it clear to tho Persian Government that tho protection of British 
garavans was the objective of the reinforcements, ‘The Persian Government had announced 
to us certain measures which they were taking amongst which was tho dispatch. of 
Ala-eil-Dowleh'as Governor-General of Fars, ‘Tho situation at Shi not at this 
mmotnent such as to warrant in itself the reinforcing of tho escort, and it may fairly 
be expected that if \laed-Dowleh proceeds the situation in the town itself will atilt 
farther improve, Improvement on the roads is, however, more remote, and their 
coudition affords, in ty opinion, a uuch better warrant for tie dispatei of troops tha 
wed that there is at this moment for special measures of protection for British 

°s and property in the town of Shiraz, 








































Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 
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[46091] No, 300, 
Sir @, Barclay to Sir Fdward Grey.—(Reeeived November 20.) 


Tehran, October 27,191. 
” \W rH reference to my despatch No. 180 of the Ist instant, T have the honour to 
report that ii receipt Srgaar egram No, 284 in which you asked for my ron de 
fuggestion of the. Russian Government that Major Stokes might be employed to 
Organise 4 gendarmerie at or near Ispabian, T enquired of Mr. Shuster as to what he 
thought of the idea, Tenclose a copy of his reply the substance of which I reported in 

ay telegram No, 40 
T acquainted my Rus 

















collesgue. with Mr. Shuster’ answer, and on the 25th 
i he infor Mr. Shuster, under instructions from hi jovernment, that as it 
Cena ine to restrict Major Stokes's services to the south, the 
ro to their protest against his engagement to organise 















Treasury gendarmerie, 
eo ee ead in ay despatch No, 102 of tho 4th September, Mr. Shuster bad 
ed to publish a tof his ease against the two Governments in the event 

‘uited {rom securing Major Stokes’s services, and on receipt, of 

M. Poklowski’s communication of tho 15th instant, he lost no time in communicati 
10 Routor's correspondent a brief statement, which I understand duly appeared in the 
Tondon press. Ilo lias since, Lam told, posted a more detailed, indictment, which will 
ably uppear in tho London press ina few days, meanwhile Major Stokes stays 
shean, though Lhave urged him in a friendly manner to leave. He. has been 
‘overnment of India, pending’a decision on the question of his 
may swhich don the 30th July. This grant of leavo 
wy mie on tho ‘boon requested by the 








thre 
of his being pr 






































ayo to hi 








nit of India (0 inform hin months. 
Tits sneasuize howwover, L havo not yet conveyed to him, ax 1 thought that when once 
ho had been formally granted Irave for a definite period, it would be more difficult to, 





which as far ax Lean seo would be the most likely 

jut, Tlis continued presence here may prove very 

Tie is slaying with Mr Shuster, and it can hardly be doubted that he 

1g hin in the organisation of the Treasury gendaru As T have already 

roported [should not be suxprised if at any moment you were approached by the 
Tuissian Go Te the request that he may be recalled. . 5 

Crust ng somo anxioty as to Hows, if this request is complied wit 

ho will respond to his orders of rec 





recall hin to his regimental duti 
way of inducing him to leave 




















: Thave, &, 
G. BARCLAY. 











Enclosure in No 100 





My Shuster Barelay. 


at Sit Ceanges ‘Tehvan, October 5, 1911. 
Lean y +f tho di to which T way about to reply, let mes that 
tho sugation  toHcaiing Stokes at ean, i, of ours, ont ofthe question oth 

inciplo aud as a matter of practicability. : 3 
oT Atay Duitiek tt orsign Forsign Offices will come to blieve that 
wwhion Fail wanted Stokes here in Tehran to assist me by his advice and peculiar 
Tnowtedge in the fomation of « Weasury gendarmerie, meant just hat and nothing 
tor; Ho abvidvespenede, no. mniitary expeditions, no intrigues, nothing but what 
a, 


Te seems iinpos 































lo at times for one to. gain any eredence for a frank open 
statement of fiets or intentions, but it is equally true that it was neither within the 
etter nor tho spirit of my statement to go through the truly absurd performance of 
inarooniugs him at Ispahan or anywhere else in order that he might advise and assist 
ane her ‘ 4 i 

Ts it not about time, dear Sir George, that two big Governments stop playing at 
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this matter, and stato plainly whether they intend to continue to oppose the 
employment of Stokes along the ines which I have mentioned, or not? 
ith, &c. 
W. MORGAN SHUSTER, 
‘Treasurer-Gencral of Persia, 


No, 301. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 


% Tehran, Octobor 27, 1911, 
I HAVE the honour to report the Persian Government recently issued a decree 
confiscating the properties of the rebellious Princes Shoa-es-Sultaneh and Salar-ed- 


In excoution of the decree, Mr. Shuster, the treasurer-general, on the 9th October, 
sent five of his gendarmerie to each of the six properties in Tehran and the suburbs 
affected by the decree. ‘The gendarmes were instructed to. take possession of the 
propertics, and to draw special attention, if necessary, to an undertaking of the Persian 
Government that all rights of foreigners arising from contracts in connection with 
these properties would be wholly respected, 
ine of the properties of the Shoa-es-Sultanch is situated in the vieinity of the 
Russian consulate-general in the town, There the gendarines found some’ Persian 
Cossacks in occupation. ‘Thess had apparently been posted there by the. Turkish 
Embassy (though this is not quite clear)—Shoa-es-Sultaneh being claimed by the 
Turkish Einbassy as a Turkish subject, ‘The Persian Cossacks objected to the entry 
of the gendarme’, who, however, proceeded into the house and commenced an inventory 
of its contents, Soon after, two oficials of the Russian consulato-gencral, sent by. 
Russian consul-general, arrived and told the gendarmes'they had 
no business to enter the property. ‘The latter explained their mission, but the officials 
Sagan to thnaten them and to tell them. that if they didnot leave immediatly, the 
officials would have them beaten by Russian Cossacks, about a dozen of whom then 
appeared, and were given the order to attack, ‘The gendarmes, not Inving instructions 
to meot such an eventuality, withdrew from the premises, chasod up the street by the 
Russian Cossacks 
Mr. Shuster at once wrote a letter to the Russian Minister, who was still at 
Zorguendeh, protesting against the action of the Russian consulate-general in regard 
to this incident, and in regard to others of a similar nature mentioned below which 
eecured on tho sane day in connestion with the wiz of other proprton of 
Shoa-es-Sultaneh, -M. Poklowski replied making out the best caso he could for the 
action of M. Pokhitonow basing it on the fuct thit Shon-es-Sultaneh's property in town 
was leased to Russian subjects." M. Poklowaki, however, while making proper reserves 
as to Russian rights, dechired that, provided these were respected, there would bo no 
opposition on the part of the Russian Legation, At the same time M. Poklewski 
instructed M, Pokhitonow to raise no further obstacles to the seizure of Shoa-es- 
Sultaneh’s properti 
‘On. the fillowing. morning, the 20th Ostobuc, Mr Shuster yout hia asétan 
Mr. Cairns, accompanied by a force of fifty fiscal’ gendarmes with five officers and 
fifty mounted national gendarmes with three officers, under the command of Mr. Merrell, 
of the fiscal gendarmerie, with stringent instructions to take ion of the property 
in town by peaceful methods, if possible, If, however, violence were offered, the 
gendarmes were to wait for their opponents to fire the first shot, but in any ease’ they 
‘were to acoomplish their mission and take ion of the garden and the house, 
When the expedition arrived at the gate of the property, Messrs, Cairns and 
Merrell went round to the Russian consulate, and were received by M. Polhitonow, 
the Russian consul-general. ‘They read to him the order of confiscation, explained. the 
instructions they had received, and while assuring him that the rights of foreign subjects 
would be respected, bogged im to withdraw the fue he had placed in the gelene 
According to the report of Mr. Merrell, M. Pokhitonow refused, but as far as T ean 
ascertain it was the Turkish Embassy, und not M. Pokhitonow, which was responsible 
for the presence of the force in question, which consisted of Persian Cossac 
Mr. Merrell went back to the gate, the six Persian Cossacks on 2 
entrance, Mr, Merrell, however, found way in bya side door, at 
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ie Cossacks, and the gendarmes remained quietly in possession. An attempt was made 
: ti Coss to deus late smiants Geos Oe brigade to their assistance, but 
Princo, Vadbolai the Russian commanding offer, refused to comply without the 
Ms f the Minister of War or the Ru ster. a 

tithe aheripon of the 10th, bro usta afea in the uniform of the consulate 
camo to the gate of the property and demanded entrance. On being refused they 
abused the officers and gendarmes, saying they would be shot. After a time the 
officials pissed on, ‘This at least is the account of the officer Ieft in charge of the 
gendarmes, and it is to a large extent borne out by other evidence, though it should be 
stated that the Russian consular officials declare that they were merely passing the gate 
of the property, and that the gendarmes yrutuitously levelled their rifles at them, 

In regard to the other properties of Shioa-es-Sultaneh similar occurrences took place 
on the 9th, the gendarmes being roughly handled by Russian Cassacks at the instigation 
f consulate officials, but in consequence of the rests exercised by the Russian 
er on M, Pokhitonow the gendarmes were enabled during the following days to 
peacelil possession ofall the properties in question. 

‘a traculent conduct of the Russian consul-gencral presents a most unsavoury 
contrast. tothe moderate though firm attitude of the Russian Minister who, though 
‘most careful to presceve all legitimate Russian was also eareful not to endorse 
the highslianded action of his subordinate. 1 believe its true that Shoa-es-Sultanch’s 

wrtynwed to the Russian Bank, and that one at lesst is leased to a 
‘sian subject, but M. Pokhitonow bad no reason to assume that these rights would 
not by suspected, aud his violent and provocative action was divectly contrary to’ the 
stirling onlom which the Minister has given to Russian consular officers to confine 
thomselves iw defending Russian interests to the use of their tongue and their pen 
unless thiey Tass spo ¥ from tv legation for active measures. 

At the san nding so large w force of gendarmes on 
the morning of n of the property, and the orders he gave them 
to porsaven lit be the opposition they enconntered was most 

rudent, and might have, but for the restraint exercised by M. Poklewski on his 

anit conaul-gencral, led to a serious cout, 
Persian nt have addressed a note to the Russ 
the withdrawal of the eousul-goneral snd his violent subo 
indertaking that all Russian interests connected with 
will be pected, ‘To this note M. Poklewski has 
Persian Gove ‘and pointi rumen 
interests rer 
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nates, at the same 
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cases in wh 





















I injuries to Russi 












‘ki, and M. Pokbitonow T nuderitand oso, are in correspondence with 
fas to the farther treatment of this incident, 
Thaye, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 

















(46095) No. 302, 





SiG, ayeloyy ty Sir Eitcard Grey. -(Receteed November 20.) 
No. 208) 
peas) Tehran, Octobe 
SINCE my last despateh No. 185 of the lth instant respecting: the 
thre thas heen little detinite to report. 
was confidently helioved by the Persian ¢ 
terior at Anbubad ior he as foliose 0 ot 
ppears to have been’ no more truth in this story than 
Thipaiiog Meshed th th had gone to Tashkent. Ido 
not know his fight to Gumesh-tope, ever loft the district of Asteabad, 
wid somo of his followers aro reported to have gained 
recently over some Goverment troops near Bender Chez. 
elDowleh, after the rout of his forces on the 27th ull 
Ucighbourhood of Hamdan, and thenee, ou the approach of the ¢ 
Burujinl, Tho trilwsmen who composed hi 
AzalosSultan, another brother of Mo 
‘Appointed govemor of Kermanshah, took bast 
Teamning the defeat of lis Vrether, anid has s 











aboutsof the ox-Shah have been thesubject of many rumours. At one 
orn 





i that he was in Ri 
g with the governor, 
the rumour telegraphed by 


























no, fled to the 
smnmient troops, to 
‘my have dispersed to their homes 
ied Ali, whom Salared-Dowleh bad 
the Turkish consulate in that town on 
we left Kermanshaht om his way, it is 
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Believed, to Kerbela. Yeprim and his Armenians have returned to Tehran; the 
Bakhtiaris who were with him and who formed the bulk of the vietorious army are now 
in Hamadan and its neighbourhood. with the object of dealing with the aftermath of 
the insurrection, or, as is confidently asserted by those not friendly to them, for the 
Purpose of unrestrained looting. 

There is talk of sonding Yeprim against Shuja-ed-Dowleh at Tabreez, ‘That 
chieftain still threatens the town, and though no fighting has been reported for some 
time Tabrecz is still almost complotely invested, a state of things which is producing a 
serious situation, and prices of provisions are reported to be Histng to 9 famine lvel 
Thaye, &e. 

G. BARCLAY, 














[46098] No. 303, , 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hadward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 


Qo 213.) 
ir, Tehran, October 31, 1911. 

WITH roferenco to my despatch No. 184 of the 2nd October respecting ‘the stato 
‘of insecurity on the southern roads, T hayo had the honour to keop you informed in 
my recent telegrams respecting the reinforcement of the consulat escorts of the 
<loperato state in which the channels of communication betwoon the Perrier Guay ed 
Central Persia continue to remain. 

Besides the concrete instances of robberies of British goods’ roported in. my , 
telegrams No. 490 of the 14th October and No, 515 of the 22nd October, | still continus 
to receive the same reports from, His Majesty's consuls in tho places affected of caravans 
held up or compelled to follow devious routos at ruinous rates for transport fodder and 
protection, while the telegraph gholame are being constantly stripped and beaton, and 
the telegraph matériel destroyed or stolen, Villages in all directions are pillaged by 
first ono tribe and then_ by another set of bandits, until the inhabitants of the country 
in their turn have nothing left to them to live on excopt tho pillaging of passing trado 
or travellers, 

Now that His Majesty's Government haye shown their senso of tho seriousness of 
the prevalent disorder by the significant increaso in the consular guards, it may be 
hoped that a temporary moral effect will be produced on at least. those marauders who 
are uniler more or Jess responsible leaders, such as tho Kashgais, the Kuhgelouis, and 
the Bakhtiaris, and that a diminution of disorder on tho roads ‘may have to be noted 
While the Persian Government are devising tho effective scheme on which they have 
been told the inaction of our troops as regards the policing of the roads will depend, 

Tis Majesty's consul at Kerman, however, expresses the fear that effective 
measures on the Bushire-Ispahan road will lead to. the robbers: transferring their 
activity to the already unsafe Kerman-Bunder Abbas ronte, 




















T havo, &e, 
G. BARCLAY, 











[46099] No. 304, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey. {Received Novomber 20.) 
(No. 213.) 
Sir, Teliran, October 31, 1911, 

AWITH referenco to my telegrams Nos. 494 and 496 of the 16th October, I have 
the honour to forward herewith a translation of the Bill. passed by the Medjliss on the 
10th October, empowering the Government to engage three staff, fourteen regimental, 
and three non-commissioned officers from the Swedish army. ‘The three stall oflicore 
are to be employed as administrative stall officers, one. at lead-quarters, ono in charge 
of the infantry administrative department, and dne in churgo of the ‘administration 
departments of the cavalry and artillery. 

Five of the regimental officers are to be employed as general sta officers, three at 
army head-quarters, and one at the higher military college and one at the subalterns? 
nlitary college. 

[a524] 
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ing, uine officers are, in the first instance, to be 
lery units, 


understand ic 

A GTGPac oN ge GAN TRN ct Consetclesy caraLey ce 
‘The scheme includes both orgranisation and command. 

Thave, &. 


G. BARCLAY. 














Enelosure in No. 304, 


ill passed by the Medjlias on Octobor 10, 1911, empowering the Government to engage 
Ha ecae Twoenty Swedish Officers. 






‘THE, National Assembly approves the following Bill, and his Highness the Regent 
commands its execution = 






‘Tho Persian Government's Ministry of War is empowered to engage 

1 oflicers, iu accordance with the following seyen articles, for adminis 
jo, military instruction, and scientific tuition. . 

‘drt. 5. ‘The number of Swedish officers, who will bo engaged for three years, will 
6 fourteon ro al officers and three staff officers. i 

re eas TiReN Aline onto one Recah officers will be engaged for 

threo years entioned in the foregoing, article {to form an ariny 
sade and to insttaet subalterns aud individual privates, 

ee EU Uti swoon rekaanstaV ohare iTS ibe 
































in the army as follows 
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Art, 5. ‘The three stall oflice 







ho Mies of War ene ne ane neal 
weave antn ° 











rs will he divided as follows :— 


1 officer 


Art.7, For the employment of the fourteen regimental officers, the three staff 
Alcor, nil tio threo toncatiraasioned offcors the Alinatry of War ia given's credit 
rans. 

. ‘The division of the 
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try of War— 
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[46100] No. 305. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived November 20.) 
(No. 214.) ¢ 
Sir, Tehran, Ostober 31, 1911, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a statement. showing the numbers’ of 
Russian troops at present in Persia, 
Tobtained this statement through the courtesy of my Russian colleague, 
Thayo, &e, 
G. BARCLAY, 


. Enelosure in No, 305, 


Statement reapecting Rus 





n Troops in Persia, October 30, 1911, 


Ardobil 4. 
Tabroce 
Gambadi-Kabas 7 
Mosbed 0 
Resht 
Kazvis 



































(46101) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 


(No. 215.) 
Sir, Tehran, November 1, 1911, 
THE course of the Cabinet hae been by no means smiooth during the ‘past fow 
Weeks owing to the severe tension betweon the Ministers and the treasurer-gencral, 
It was this which was really the cause of the erisis reported in my telegram No. 498, 
When three of the Ministers resigned, their resignation so affecting the Regent and 
the Prime Minister that they too made, up their minds to resign. Tt appears that 
the trouble arose from a sharp lotter addressed by Mr. Shuster to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, in which he complained of Vossuk-ed-Dowleh's action in sottling two 
‘rifting Russian claims without his consent. Vossuk-ed-Dowleh considered the letter so 
offensive that he immediately tendered his resignation, which was followed by. that 
of tivo of his colleagues. Realising, however, that his action was likely: to lead to the 
upset of the whole Ministry, and that he was thus playing into the hands of Mr. Shuster's 


extremist supporters, he resumed office, and his example was followed by his two 
colleagues. 








* At Ispaban the escort isto be increased to 200, 




















Some feeble attempts have been maile to onganise demonstrations of sympathy 
with Turkey in her struggle with Itely, but the public is decidedly apathetic. 





At the end of September two English employés of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Company, who, at the request ofthe Rasian eonsol- general, were a shore distance from 
‘Tabrovz repairing the line, were fired upon by some rebels. No one was injured, and 

ho incident is now closed. - . 

fee Tisai penal 66 ia Ore by Shujp-ed-Dowleh continues, and in the mid of 
aber 56 zhting occurred, when the Nationalists attacked the Ki 

Pe eR oan ene sane twenty-five killed and thirty wound 








suburb, which was held by the rebels, 
reported by His Majesty's consul that, accor 
Rahim Khan, the notorious Royalist outlaw, has bee 





who landed in Pe 


Myjallel-es-Sultan, the ex-Shah's chamberlai r tr 
a leh, has been sent to Maragha as a prisoner by Shujae 


time us the late Arshad-ed-Dowleh, has bs 
€d-Dovwleh in consequence of dissensions in eamp, 















Ghitan and Mazanderan, 


C he 20th October a tel was received from the 
fea anne His ex Slatcovanae Rhea Natan, ish a fo miles south of 
iumesh ‘Tepe. On the 30th October he telegraphed the news of the defeat of a 
Cmte 0 fel in Sit G. Barclay’ telegram No, 625 
bused on Russian telegrams) under Sardar 
is said to have fled, and Astrabad 


British consular agent at 





Government foree consisting of 

of 29th October as a force of 

Moby, by tho ex-Shab’s Turcomans. 

is reported to bo in dang 

‘Dowleh, the new 
‘At tho end of October il 

to increase the consular guard. 


00 men (reported 











‘an, has left Tehran for his post. < 
le over 100 Russian Cossacks were landed at Euzeli 











nes Rukn-ed-Dowleh hax been definitely appointed Governor-General of 
ran for Meshed shortly 

ince has continued quiet, the to 
disturbed, but the roads are, as usual, infested with robbers, 
pur baw boon placed a 


horassin, and pr 
ee im of Meshed has not been 





ir Khorassan, but Prinoe Nayer-ed-Dowleh, who is 
he district, is endeavouring to separate it again and 
to obtain the governorship as before, 





‘ans have actunily attempted to do the journey between Tspaban and 
a nt 400 animals reached Ispahan in the 
nd was not taolested anywhere, 


than and Kumishah 
on the 2nd October 





imidille of September, 
‘here are constant reports of robberies on the road between Is 
1 caravan arrived safe 


attributed to Kuh; 
i been suspended 


ood trom Hamnadan. 



















‘The local aujuman ceased to sit 
val of the present governor in May : 5 
ot Khan, the Caucasian terrorist, returned from Shiraz on his way to Tehran 
of September with a band of armed followers, He and his companions were 
disarmed i Ispa 

Miss Toss, a lady: doctor, was attad 4 
to Shiraz, robbed of all her eflvets, and subjected to personal violence. 

On the 20th Ostober it was re 
aie) hy: 300 soldiers of the . 
eadikhast, and were routed by them after severe conflict. 








xl by robbers while travelling from Ispahan 





ported that the post from Shiraz to Is 
wwdan regiment encountered 200 Kubgelouis, 
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Various robberies of British merchandise aré reported, and the usual claims have 
been presented to the local authorities, 

‘The Bovair Ahmadis attacked a village in the 
October, and completely looted it. 

‘The detachments of Persian Cossacks under two Russian officers, which was sent 
from Tehran against Naib Hussein at Kashan, arrived at. its destination on the 
18th October, and after bombarding the town entered it the following day to find that 
Naib Hussein had again managed to get avay. ‘Ten days later Naib Tussin was 
reported to be in the vicinity of Kum plundering the villages as usual, 

‘The Bakhtiaris who are returning to their homes fia Tehran are reported to be 
robbing travellers and posts on the road, 





ty of Abadeh in the middle of 





Yesd. 


ee Amir Azam, the Governor of Kerman, succeeded in entering Yeud at the 
of October, in spite of ‘the resistance uf the mob. Some exectitions followed, 
and the British acting vice-consul reported that the town was quiet. 





Sultanabad, 





‘The British vice-consul reported on the 11th October that the state of the dist 
was unsettled, and that in some parts taxes were still being collected for the Salar-od- 
Dowleh, who was then on his way to Luristan vid Malair and Nehavend with from 
5,000.to 6,000 followers, Haji Seif-ed-Dowleh, n brother of Ain-ed-Dowleh, who had 
been nominated Governor of Sultanabad by Sular-ed-Dowleh, took refuge at the British 
Vice-consulate aftor the defeat of the Prinoe, but subsequently loft for ‘Tehran, 











Shiraz, 


Nizam-es-Sultanch and Soulet-ed-Dowleh left Shiraz on their way south on the 
5th October, and Kavam-ul-Mulk left His Majesty's consulate the following day. It 
was generilly thought that Nizam and Soulet feft the town in consequence of the 
warning conveyed to them by His Majesty's Minister. ‘The situation in the town of 

‘was at once relieved, dnd Kavancl Mull took over the administration ofthe 
province on behalf of Ala-ed-Dowleh, whose appointment as Governor-General of Fars and. 
the Gulf ports was publiely announced at Shirizon the 10th Octoher, Soulet-ed-Dowleh, 
before leaving Shiraz, openly declared his intention of disturbing the Bushire road, and 
this threat he carried out. ‘The accounts of the depredations of his followers are too 
humerous to report. The telegraph lines have been much damaged by the Kashgain 
and otier tribesmen both to the notht and to the south of Shiraz, and men sent out to 
repair them have been robbed and il-treated, ‘The robberies of British goods on. the 
‘southern roads are too numerous to catalogue, Nizam-es-Sultaneh and Soulet-ed-Dowleh 
parted company after leaving Shiraz ‘The former went as far a4 Daliki, and then 
returned to Konartakhteh, while the latter remained ia the. eh ity of Jerreh, The 
Persian Government have issued a proclamation prosotibing Nizain-es-Sultanch and 
forfeiting his estates. It is their intention to capture him if possible, —Soulst-ed- 
Dowleh hias been dismissed from the post of * Ikhani” of the Kashgais, and his brothe, 
Zaigham-eil-Dowleh, has been appointed to succeed him, He left Tehran on the 26th 
October for Alaed-Dowlch has not yet left ‘Tehran, but says he will go as 
soon as the treasurer.general transfers a sum of money to Shiraz which is required. for 
the payment of the Arab forces there. This Mr. Shuster has, 0 far, refused to do, 
fearing that the money will be squandered, ‘The treasurer-general hus engaged 
Mr. Alexander Schindler, formerly of the staif of the Imperial Bank, and proposes to 
scod him as his representative to Shiraz to supervise the expenditure of money trang. 
ferred in this way. It is announced by the Persian Gove 























































iment that a large force will 
niclude ti Cossack detachment, 
‘The garrison of §,000 troops stationed there last March have melted 
i the exception of some 300, who clamour fitfully for nine months 
ind have now taken “bast” outside the British eonsillate, 





accompany Ala-ed-Dowleh to Shiraz, and that they will 
now at Kashan, 
anny von i 

arrears ol 





wi 





pay 














Seistan, 


‘The roads which continue to be unsafe all round Seistan are-now also reported 
unsaft in southern and western Kainat. 
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Baluchi raiders have been active on the western borders of the Kainat, but the new 


Government delegate, Nassir-es-Sultaneh, is taking steps to deal with them. 





Kerman, 


His Majesty's consul writes on the 7th September that the condition of the 
provineo of Kerman is worse than at any time since his arrival in May 1910. The local 





overnment has handly any power in the town and practi 
Phe prices of bread Fee 








ig, and the people are growing uneasy. 


lly none in the province. 


the new 


governor is still at Yer. ‘Three robberies occurred in Septeinber on the Binder Abbas 
roud and the property of some Hindu merebants was robbed, The post is constantly 


being robbed on the Yezl, Bunder Abbas, and other roads, 


Kermanshah and Hamadan, 


On the 8th Ostober a telegram arr 
Kans, Sardar Zafarand Sardar Jang, to the 
annomeing their arrival there, and instruct 
governor non 












ed from Hamadan, addressed by the Bakhtiari 
clergy and’ merchants of Kermanshab, 

them to detain Azad-es-Sultan, the 
dl Ly Salarsed-Dowleh, ‘The Prince having been warued fled to 


the Turkish consulate, On the telegram becoming known, the populace robbed any 


Kalhurs whom they found 
and. proceeded in the. direc 
aecun ead on the Ge Ostobee witha sel allow 
the way, On the ath th nent: 
looted the houses of Amir Afkham and h 
Mulk, Sardar Zatr asstumed the post 
Mozailir (Daoud Khan, ehi 
tribal quarters Letters were reesived from S 
written from Luristan, directing that forces sh 
Tn amsiver he was invited to come t 










which looted the 
howarin, near Han 















pself to Kermanshal, 








Bushire, 





‘Tho Tndian eavaley for Shirase ar 
‘wax completed by tho oth 

Clergy of Busbiee to 

was eventually ov: 

‘The governor 
Dowloh that the inclusion of his. yove 
dlotrimental to his prestige and nsothiess, He his declared that Ii 
Auanigemont is not reversed, TE Al 
ruappoint Darya Begg’ to the Gulf ports 





Kar 





Gulf ports, Mu 





Dow! 














Mohainmerah. 


Lon the 27th October, and the disembarkati. 
‘An attempt wus made by some of 
dating the boatmien and others, but this 


the streets, Azad-es-Sultan eventually left the town 
n of Bagdad. Salar-ed-Dowleh left Hamadan by the 





ed-Dowleh and Hissara-ul- 
or of Hamadan, On the loth Sard: 
ief of the Kalhurs) left the vieinity of Kormaushal for h 

i d-Dowleh on the 18th October, 
1 be collected and sent to join him. 



















bas telegraphed to Ala-ed- 
ship in the Fars appointment is very 

il resign if the 
d-Dowleb actually goes to Shiraz he will probab 





Sheikh Kurhan ow appears to be on the best of terms with the Sheikh of 
Mohummerah, Ho has been appointed Governor of Shayur, and has received a robe 


of honour, 








lied of it, 


Bunder Abbas. 





he cholera epidemic has been somewhat severe, and several Europeans have 






‘Tho rnd to Kerman has been clowd to caravans owing to the appearance of 


rolibers on it, 


G. P. CHURCHILL, 


Oriental Seeretary. 








(46105) No. 308, 


Sir G. 





arvlay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 





No. 219.) 








Sin, Tehran, November 3, 1911. 





J HAVE the honour to forward to you he 
aildressed to the Persian Government on the receipt of your telegram No, 


copies of two notes 





ich 1 
14 of the 

























v7 


28rd ultimo and of subsequent correspondence on the subject of the i f 
consular escorts at Bashir, Ispaban, and Shiraz. aS ie 
Thave, &e, 


G. BARCLAY. 
eS SS SS 





Enclosure 1 in No. 308, 


Sir @, Barclay to Vosu-od-Dowleh. 


MM. le Ministre, Telran, October 24, 1911. 
HEFERIEING to my note of the 10th Ostober and to your Exoelleney's apa 
the 11th and 16th October, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that, the 
reinforcements for the consular escorts have now started from India,and are pow dite ty 
arrive shortly at Bushire. Tshall have the honour to inform your Excellency in due eourse 
how these reinforcements will be distributed, and, in the meantime, I am to assure your 
Excellency that if the Persian Government will devise an effective nchome to oecene 
ty and protect the roads the British consular escorts will be used solely aa consular 
gunn to protet ho conmalates ard Beith lives and property in the toys wher they 
are located, and will not patrol the roads or make exped during ing it 
execution of the Pérsian seheme, See ne 


When such scheme ix in operation and ia effective the reinforcements of the 
escorts will be withdrawn, 





















Tavail, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 
—— 
n No, 208, 
Sir G. Barclay to Voruk-ed-Douwleh 


: Enclosure 2 








M. le Ministro, Teliran, 
WITH reference to my note of to-day, announcing the i 

Ffusbite of reinfreemants ofthe British consular escorts, T have the honou to. request 

thav the necessary order may be given for the usual customs facilities for these trespe, 
Talo request your Excclleney tol go goo as to cans the neoeasary inntretions 

{0 be sent to the governor of the Gulf ports to afford his full co-operation to. tie 

Majesty's consulzencral at Bushire in connection with the landing of these troop aad 

forthe dispateh northwards of stich of thet as ure intended for Shitaz und Ispahan, 

Tavail, &e, 


G, BARCLAY, 
——— eee 
08, 
G, Barelay to Vosuk-edDowleh, 


, October 24, 1011, 
ipending arrival at 















Enclosure 3 in No. 4 





Si 


M, le Ministre, 


WITH cate Delran, October 20, 1911. 


tant respecting the arrival nb 
consulate-general ut that port 
honour to inform your 

"S cohstle 














und o intimidated, and that endeavours 
ce an agitation against the landing of British troops, 

your Excelleney the. serious eonséquonces of any opposition 
sh troops, but I must request your Excellency to he good 
enough to send in te instructions to the governor of the Gulf ports to afford his full 
Sepberation to His Majesty's consul-genoral at Bushire and to do his utmost to prevent 
any agitation axainst the troops, 














Tavail, &o, 
G. BARCLAY, 
——————— 


[uses] Ate 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 308. 


Vosuk-ed-Dowleh to Sir G. Barclay. 





Your Excell Tehran, October 30, 1911. 
eT ca note of the eontents of your Exeelleney's communication of the 
th Ostler repent the arial of reinforcements for te consular guar, ad T hate 
the honour to say Ut the Persian Goveroment maintain ther potest against this 
aragute aa made to your Excellency in my notes of the {1th and 18th instant. ‘The 
Persian Government continue to consider the presence of these reinforcements as be 
Kreatest obstacle to the execution of the scheme which they had elaborated for the 
Talatenanos of ode in Far, ‘Therair, Ihave the honour to pont out that, n pte 
of the diner causal bythe eof bette the inhabitants the continuance of which 
wa only du to the ict that the Government, were crepe in dealing with wnusu 
enten ho noth aud west, ths Persian Goveroment i not ee any jstcation for 
he hath of.» lity force by His Britannic Majesty's Government for the 
protection of their consulates. As T have already often stated to your Excellency, the 
esi Covetoinidts ecipler tats ha paheae ben have tire ata for the main- 
tonmnco of onder and for the protection of the lives and property of British subjects 
3 how parts int, ad they conser thee former protest oe in ul 
avail, &. 
VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 









































Josure 5 in No. 308. 





Vosul-ed-Doueleh to Sir @. Barclay, 
xe Telia, October 30, 1911, 
Your FY Se xcelleney's note of the 22nd instant, respecting the 
nvsivil ab Bushite of re nts for the consular guards al 1 aye the hon to 
inform you that the necessary telegrams on the subject have been sent to the Governor 
of Busliire, io 
With, regan, liowoves, to the agitati 











amongst the inhabitants whik 














Excellency hind asked me to prevent, T may point out that no Government. ean ‘stop 
public feelings, and it is impossible for the Goyerument to do so in the prosent ease. 
Wien it wa tntod ont ceny mien of eho 11th ond WBE sont Chae Ike activa oF 





the inferfere with the ¢ 


that it would weike 








ular gitar 














4 hid also ta 
tement have basoue evide Government will do 
sppesition, but. your Excellency will surely, admit that, 

v as they ure the manifestation of 






nis utinost. to, pre 





publio disgust «nut similar Reclinggs cannot ie pe 
Jorsonal seutiniont, 





Layail, &e. 
VOSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 
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100), 






Mr. OBviene lo Six Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 











to rescind the 
se which he had 
T gatherd from 
ircular direct to 
Government or 
fim, failing which 








tion of My Le 
takon in rogerd t Russian Tease holders 
M. Nératofy the treasirergencral hid quite recently 
Russian holders of properiy under lense, whither fr 
fron private indi 
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fey would not be recognised by the Persian Government, Tn thus ignoring. the 
Russian consulate-general Mr. Shuster had, M, Nératof said, acted contrary 0 ail 
established usage in Persia. 




















change his attitude or to resign, or would cause the Pe 
Pith suflicient energy in the question. ‘The only idea which his Excellency had got 

ligman loan which 
Shuster's actions, 







things Ind re: 
Governmey 





Thave, &c, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





[46137] No, 310, 


* OBeirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 





(No 437.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, 
T HAVE the honour to report in continuation of my deaputeh No. 40. of tho 
tit instant that I called on the Acting Minister for Forcigtt Afi yestorday evenings 
Mt ptlih. te enquire whether any answer tid been. reecived to the note handed he 
M, Poklowski to the Persian Government on te Ith instant, Mc Neratof vail ah 
he had heard nothing, as yet from AM, Poklowski, and that if he dM net nacht 
satisfactory: communication next morning the Russian Government would ret, 
had seo a telegram in that day's papera reporting that the Regent and. the 
Porsian \ ad resigned in consequence of the Russian note, referred to this 
report: anit Tsaid to M. Névatof that, while I fully ralised. that. the present. sjucation 
weit Concern of Russia, it was one which’ indirectly interested THis Majesty's 
unent (to which his Excellency cordially assented), and therefore T felt justited 
ng to him that, if owing to tho resignation of thy Persian Governnent it 
storially impossible for Persia to comply. immediately 
it might be more. generous for the Russian Government, 
forthwith, to name a defi 1e—a weok for instane 
tnust be fulfilled. 


‘ovember 15, 1911. 




















































plied, that he was perfectly 

by this delay ; it was evident that the resignation of the Persinn 

a device to avoid compliance with Russia's demands, aud whatever M 

‘ollice at the expiry of the week's grace would resiga for the same purpose. 

iafit wrent on to say that, if Russin should take tho measures contemplited, she 

ed zs now stood) the undertakings which sho had given to’ Iie 

With regard to Persia, and she would give you through the 

4 Ambassalor assurances similar to thoso which sho gaye on the force 
‘oceasion when Russian troops went to Kazvin, 

Poslay, the 15th instant, Eid another inten 

fori 





























ww with the Acting Minister for 
we that M. Pokleyski liad reported that the Pera 
of Foreign Affairs had resigned, and that there was 
ith the Russian demands, Under theso 
as his personal opinion that Russia must tako 
dea strong appeal to his Excellency iu favour of allowitge 














no present likelihood of a 
circumstances M,N 
action forthwith, Th 







































Without giving me a defi 
might take the course suggested, but he 


very positively that five days having 
already elapsed since the presentation of th 
ye 


Russian note, it would be necessary 
ded a further delay that sho should also increase her demands, It 
«l for the dismnissal of the offic 
Shuster, ander whose 
‘This was an idea which, he said, he must consider further. 
in Russo-Persian relations 
Shuster, a very desirable object would 
inds ‘already made’ by Russia 
it might greatly inci 
fore also the chances of Russia sending her 


night put forward a 
ponsible for the action of the gendarm 
orders that body stood, 
T felt, of course, strongly 
could Le itilised to procure the’ departure of Mr. 
feared, however, that if to the de 

nid for Mr. Shustor's di 















n 1 
Tix Majesty's: Gove 





T accordingly addressed a 

ng my personal 
\1 of this kind at the present 
not made up his mind how 
ie 18 Soon as a decision was reached, 





copy is enclosed, expre 
wHter not to put forward a den 





slaye of the quostio 
to proceed, but pi 








HUGH O'BEIRNE, 















Mr, O'Bebrne to MeN 








Mon clier M. N¢ 
VOUS tne pormette 















es vous ajontez une demande pour Te 
a pourrait augmenter de beaucoup les chances que Yous 

se pourrait que lo Gouvernement pei 
uais ne fit pas c 





or les troupes; eat 





Done il serait iniewx, ik mon 4 present stage of the question, 


6 toujours Vespoir 





. aver que je conser 
or Ia satisfaction 





HUGH O'BEIRNE. 

























—(Received Noveniber 20.) 





Copenhagen, November 13, 11. 
of te Heh duly last I did not fail to 
y's Government could not afford 
edition to explore the Jinds bordering on. the 
ile to the Royal Danish 





ON the receipt of 


fora Danish geographical expe 





jeographical. Soc 





; who had collected a fand for the obj 

hed a programme of the propased expedition, 
papers in concaquense, whieh Maina th 

made sure that they 








1 tho newspaper 
dyelared their intentions before they hat 
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and for having thereby interfered with the prospects of Lieutenant Davidsen and 
AM. Raunkiaer, who were to have led the expedition. ‘The upshot of the wholo affair 
now is that it is announced that I.icutenant Davidsen has retired form the army an dis 
about to proceed to Egypt on his own account, whence ho proposes, after a couple of 
years’ preparation and study of the Arabic language, to penetrate across the desert 
and explore Arabia. M, Raunkiaer, on the other hand, started on the 12th instant for 
Bussorah, vid Constantinople, Aleppo, and the Euphrates Valley, where he proposes to 
carry out meteorological, etlmographical, topographical, and botanical researches in. 
the neighbourhood. “It is announced that the Ottoman Government: have given their 
onsent to the dispatch of the latter expedition, which will be absent about six 
months, 

T have the honour to encloso translation of extracts from the “Riget” and 
“Politiken ” recording interviews with Lieutenant Davidsen and Admiral do eich 
president of the Royal Geographical Society, and giving details as to the objects a 
‘scope of the two expeditions.® 











Thaye, &. 
CONYNGHAM GREENE, 





[46138] No. 312, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 20.) 
(No. 338.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, November 16, 1911, 





THE “Reich,” a newspaper which is frequently well’ informed in’ matters 
connected with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, publishes in its issuo of. the 
Lith November a paragrapli to the effet that “it is informed. that the oficial 
announcement of AL Poklowski-Koxielf® reticement {rors she post of Minister at 
‘Tehran will be made within the next few days.” ‘The paragraph joes on to stato. that 
M. Poklowski’s rotiroment is to bo attributed to a roport addressed hy Ml. Poksiouot, 
Russian consul-general at ‘Tehran, to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, in which the 
Minister's poliey is sharply criticised, and in which he is accused of having neglected 
Russian interests, and thereby contributed to the growth of English influence. at 
Tehran, It, is stated that M. Pokhitonof forwaried a copy of this report to 

i, and that both M. Kokowtsof and M, Nératof find that the accusations 
brought against the Minister are worthy of consideration. Finally, the parnraph 
states that M. Klemm, who is at present head of the Department of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, which deals with Persia and the Middle Bast, will be appointed to 
succeed M, Poklewski at Tehran, 
























Tt will be reinembered that M. Klemm was formerly Russian consulegenoral ab 
Meshed. 


Thavo, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 

















(48140) No. 313. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Eiicard Grey.—(Reeeived November 20.) 
(Wo. 340.) 
ir, St, Petersburgh, November 17, 1011, 


| WITH reference to previous correspondence concerning tho latest RusserPorsian 
incident, T have the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter which T 
received Jate last night from the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that ho 





had reached tho conclusion that the Russian Government could not wait longer for a 
reply fron the Persian Government to the demands put forward by Russia, aud that 
‘orders had been given for the dispateh of troops to Kazvin, 
Thaye, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 









an * Not printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 313, 








MM, Nératof to Mr. O'Beirne. 

















Cher Mr, O'Beirne, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 3 (16) novembre, 1911. 

J’AT bien réfléchi sur notre conversation d’hier et j’ai conclu qu'il nous serait 
impossible Wattendre plus longtemps la réponse du Gouvernement persan, ainsi que 
vous l'avior sugaéré. Jo pense que nous a¥ons donné une preuve suffsante de notre 
esprit de conciliation en attendant jusqu'ici. Il ne faut pas oublier que nous sommes 
obligts de compter ave notre opinion publique, qui, comme vous avez dd le remarquer, 
at excessivement montée contro la Perse, : 

En conséquenco, lo livutenant do Sa Majesté au Caucase @ regu Yordre de faire 
partir immédiatoment les troupes destinges pour Kazvine. Il se passera sans doute 
plusieurs jours entre le départ du détachement de Bakou ot son arrivée & Kazvine, co 
qui donnera aux Persans encore un certain temps pour réfléchir afin de se soumettre & 
nos exigencos. 

Terviong do {Gldgraphiee qu Conte Bonskendorft de donner 8 Sir Edward Grey 
connaissnney dle Ia décision prise par nous. 





















Votre sincirement dévous, 


A, NERATOF, 












(46322) 














with 
the recent policy’ of Russia 
os of a telegram, which he bas 
, regarding. tho decision of the Russian Government 
it. ‘Tho Porsian Minister bogs mnost earnestly to recommend 
this matter to Sir Edward Grey’s immediate attention, ‘The hope of the Persian 
Government and of the cntiro Persian nation rests on the ancient and traditional 
friendship of Great Britain, to whom dey appeal to prevent the violation of the 
integrity of their country without the least ju 

© Porsian Ministor will eall at tho Foreign Office to-morrow (Monday) morni 
{Jn ordor that there whould bo no loss of time lie has at once sent to Sit Edward Grey 
Nie Celozrann from his Government, 


Persian Legation, Loniton, November 19, 19U1. 
















just revel 
to dispatch troops to 











































closure in No. 314. 











Porsian Gororament to Mirza Mehdi Khan. 





(I'rinsation,) 
(Pelogeaph 






Norember 19, 1911, 
interpreter of the Russian Legation called yesterday at & o'clock at the 

iil atinouiced the breaking off of diplomatic relations between the 
Joscation and this Foreign Offive and the dispatel Thavo informed 
Sir Gorge Barclay that the reply:to the Russian Minister has not been put off; the 
delay in replying was due solely 
be for vor, at the I 
will be vont ‘The Kussian Govern 
ares until the reply of the note 








vill 
Foreign Ofte 


































morrow morning, when tho reply to the note 
it should therefore refrain from taking any 

ent. When the Cabinet is formed and the 
tho demands of the Russian Government are accepted, under Re majeure, there can 
nig longer wise for the breaking off of diplomatic relations aud for dispatch 
Of oops: We depend strongly-on His Britannie Majesty's Goverument to prove at 
this hour their auciont and traditional frieads! 
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[46215] No. 315. 
Go Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived November 20,) 


(Telegraphic.) Decode. Telivan, November 19, 1911, 
FY islegram No. 74 of 18th November: TBseort Yor Miss Rose” 


Foreo left Shiraz yesterday. 
eee 
(48130) No. 316. 


So, 557.) i” Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived Noternber 20.) 
0. 5ST. 


(Telegraphic,) P. 
MY telegram No. 583, 
Hope of Minister for Foreign Affairs as to speedy solution of crisis has nob been 
fulfilled, Medjliss objecting in a session lato last night to proposed new Cabinet, 
Medjliss does not at present appear disposed to ratify any Ministry. prepared 
to yield to Russian demands. 
(Sent to embassy.) 


Tehran, November 19, 1911. 











(46216) No. 317. 
if 





Barclay to Sir Edward Crey.—(Received Noveniber 20.) 


No. 588.) 
(Telegraphic.) Decode, 
YOUR telegram No, 202 of 4th October, 
Colonel Douglas telegraphs from Shiraz that, owing to very limited accommodation 
hore and urgent necessity for providing cover for men and horses before. the, severe 
winter, they are placing contracts for building temporary quarters and stables 
T have asked for estimate, but meanwhile, in view of urgency of case, T have 
sanctioned necessary expenditure, 
(Repeated to India.) 


Tehran, November 19, 1911. 











(46800) No. 318, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received Noveriber 20,) 

ines 689.) 

(Pelographic.) P. Tehran, Noveniber 20, 1911, 
YOUR telegram No, ie 
Sepoy guard left Shiraz on the 18th November. Acting consul reports that two 

‘Tapanese subjects who had been informed that sepoys could not bo responsible for 

their safety, and who were travelling ahead of the guard, were completely. sttippod 

sesterday by a largo party of Boir Ahmadas near Dastarjin, Acting consul hias ordered 
sepors not to advance until a local Persian foree, dispatch of which he is endeavouring, 

{0 aFrango fer, has occupied neighbouring hills, and to return to Zinian if there is any 

doubt as to their getting through safe 
1 have approved, 




















(46365) No. 319. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edveard Grey, 





(Received November 20,) 
(No. 290.) 
(Velegeaphic.) P. 
RUSSIA and Persia 
My telegram No. 288 of the 19th November, 
Ins conversation which I had this afternoon with M. Nératof 1 told his Excelleney 
of what passed at my interview yesterday with M, Kokovtsofl, and I made to him thy 


ation about Mr. Shuster, as instructed in your telegram No, 698 of the 
Tith November. o a a ae 


St. Petersburgh, November 20, 1914, 
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M, Nératof expressed great satisfaction at this communication, and told me in 
confidence that the United States Goverament, whom ho had “sounded on the 
subject, had assured him that they did not intend to intervene in any way on 
Mr. Shuster's behalf, é 4 

in disosssing the question when the Russian troops would eventually be withdrawn, 
M, Nératof gave me to understand that they would be withdrawn without Russia 
presenting any further demands if the demands already formulated were complied 
‘with by the timo that the Russian foree reached Persian territory. If, on the other 
hand, the troops had to proceed beyond the frontier, then it might be necessary for 
Russia to inc e her demands, and she would then probably insist on Shuster being 
dismissed. Nératof feared, however, that it would be far from easy to secure 

pliance with such a demand. - 

Se tan eatin ptetrday- Ie Kekovlsot aktshoy "uo/aushceudiion to 
withdrawal of the troops, 

















(46054) No: 


Sir Rdvward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





$63) 
(Heioge ic) P. Foreign Ofice, November 20, 1911. 
RUSSIA and Persin, 
Pleaso seo St. Potorsburgh tologram No. 288 of yest r 
Wo have every reason to believe, that if Persian Government apologise and replace 
gendarmerio by Persian Cossacks, Rnssian troops will be withdrawn. ‘ 
You should lot Persian Government know of this and point out that no time 
should be lost in complying with Russian demands. 





do 
























(46054) No. 321. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 

{Nee8) sn a ot 

(Tolesgraphic,) ‘ureign Office, a 

Te APPROVES your language as reported in your telegram No. 283 of the 

19h November i ; 

You sliould inform Russian Government that I appreciate M. Kokovtsof’s friendly 
sentinonts and his frauk expression of Russian policy. ad to hear that a delay 
will be aecorded before an advance to ‘Tehran takes pl iat troops will bo with 
avn as Koon ay Persian Government comply with Russian Government's demands. 






















[46471] 





No. 








Sir Edvard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 

No, 704, 

(iloesphie) Foreign Office, November 20, 1911. 
THE Persian Minister came to seo me to-day and spoke at length regarding the 
advan troops. 

; inl (6 tho hieety of the enue, Ttold hime that T gould not discuss the 
the interest in the property: involved was Russian and. not British ; 
itu, liowever, has generally een s0 regardless of Russia, I might even 
fay, 40 provocative, that one could hardly expect Russia to regard the incident 
Toniontly, 

Pes PURaY inister then asked mo for my advice, I told him that Persian 
Government had no ehoieo but to comply with tyo Russian demands for a formal 
apology and substitution of Persian cossacks for Treasury gendarmes, I added that 
such compliance should be nade at once lost by making conditions. He 
answered that the Persian Government would instantly comply: with these two demands, 
and that ho was in a position to promise that compliance would he carried out if they 
ree dan assurance that Russian troops would not advance further, and if we would 
intervene for the purpose. He pointed out that his Goverement’s position would be 
‘untenable if thoy complied and troops were not withdrawn. 
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I said that T could not give any assurance on Russia's behalf regarding Russian 
troops, and that I did not suppose she would admit official intervention on a point in 
which, as I understood, she considered her honour to be involved; all I could do was 
to make known at St. Petersburgh what the Persian Minister had said. 

‘You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that I was left with the impression 
that a settlement can he effected, and that, if Russian Goverument desire it, Tam ready 
to communicate their views formally. You may use your discretion as to suggesting to 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that, baving heard through mo thal, Persian Gener nove 
are ready to comply with two demands stipulated, he should allow M. Poklewski to 
Aacrange the matter either informally at ‘Tehran or formally by a renewal of diplomatic 
relations. 











(46396) 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived November 21.) 
(No. 199.) 
Sir, Stockholm, November 18, 1911, 


WITH reference to my despatch No, 194 of the 11th November, I have the honour 
to stato thatthe press publishs to-day tho names of tho seven officors who havo. bean 
designated, by the War Office to proceed to Porsia in onder to. rearganiso the 
gendarmerie. Tt ix added that no further nominations will take place, and. it is 
understood that, in consequence of complications which are likely to ocour in. Potsix 
in the immediate future, it is not proposed to send any officers to organise tho. Porsian 
amy. Itmay therefore be concluded that the proposal to that effect hus fallen though 

‘The names of the officers aro as follovis :— 


Captain Glimstedt, Gota Life Guards. Born 1871, entered the army 1893, entered 
th service of the Congo Free Stato 1804, returned 1898, captain. 1808, 

Captain Folke, Varmlands regiment. Born 1879, captain this year; he is married, 
‘and his wife will accompany him, 

Ritumeister Siefvert, Scania Dragoons. Born 1875, 

Lioutenant Count Lowenhaupt, Scania Hussars. Born 1877, lieutenant 1004; a 
member of the well-known family of that name, one of whom was Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, 

Lieutenant Borel, Gothland infantry regiment. Born 1882, lieutenant 1007, 

Intendent Nicolin, Army Service Corps. Born 1878. 

Lioutenant Noren Brandel, Toukoping regiment. Born 1860, lieutenant 1900, 

Thaye, &e, 
ORCI SPRING-RICE 





























(46382) No. 324, 
Sir P. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 21.) 
(No. 639.) 
Sir, Paris, November 19, 1911. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, with reference to my dosj 
the 7th ultimo, that the Russian Ambassador told me last night that 





h No. 435 of 
dar Khan, thy 








Bakhtiari chief, had paid him a visit, and had informed him that ho was about to 
Teturn to Persia, as he believed that his presence there might be of use in bringing 
about some return to order. Formerly he had been opposed to Russian influence in 
Persia. He now realised that the proper policy for his country was to lean on Russi 
and England, and he would follow it in any circumstances in which he might have 
to act. 


Thave, &o, 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 





[1524] 3B 
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(46378) Neate 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 21.) 
No. 590. si 
{heicgphia) En clair. r Teeran, November 21, 1911. 
MY telegram No, 589 of 20th November. 
Sepoys have continued journey unmolested. 





(46531) No. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey. 








(Received November 21.) 





(epee) p Teliran, November 21, 1911. 

CAPTAIN STOKES. 2 

T have communicated your message to Stokes, as instructed in your telegrams 
Nos. 353 and 256 of the 16th and 18th iustant respectively. I fear, iowever, that F 
cannot persuade him to decide on departure, ; 

Tio declares that he pledged himself to Shuster to accept the appointment at the 
‘moment when we notled Shuster that before takiog up the appommtntont Stokes most 
resigi his commission. “He therefore asks that the " question " which ho requested me 
to convoy through you to the Secretary of State for India (see my telegram No, 558 of 
tho 12th instant) may receive a direct answer, which would, at least, show that it was 
only forea majeure which had forced hina to Break his pledge. 






















(46540) No. 327. 
ir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recei 





ed November 21.) 








fn. Tehran, November 21,1911. 
4 visit yesterday from two of the Bakhtiari Khans, who ealled on 
bobalf of their tribes to lay thoir view of the situation bofore me and to ask my 
advice. . 

‘hoy said that democrats and Shuster between them not only made Government 
impossible, but had v endangered Persia by provoking [Russia Democrats 
wore now’ obstn in Medjliss the formation of a Cabinet, which Samsamn-es- 
Sultanch, liad designed to curtail power of Shuster and give satisfaction to Russia, 
Bakhtiaris could not remain spectators of the ruin of thei and they were 
Hiesitating whether to se their pos ta coup a'Btat and’ take power into 
thoir own ind, whieh. they cout easily do, or tosrturn to their own hore, leaving, 
Porsia a dotenccless prey t0 ox-Shah or Salared-Dowleh. They would gladly return 
to their homo if they: had guarantes of two Powers that whoever is in power at 
‘Tehran would not mole th ought to be defined. 

They, then asked whether eowp d’Etat would lead to intervention of the tyro 
Powers. ‘They ed_ that Government they established could easily dismiss 
Shuster and would wi armony with the two Powers. fe 

H iestngd (0 aoe any advice, and tld them, that all_ responsibility 
Innst rest with them, but, after consulting with Russian Minister, who visited 
me, immediately aftor my’ interview with khans, and was himself expecting a 
visit from them, we thought that abstention from any advice might be regarded 
‘8 an encouragement to act at ones, aud we therefore agreed to speak to. them 
























































‘on the following: in hoth our names: General friendly attitude of the British 
Gover to Bakhtiaris as to special assurances given them last simmer by Russian 
Gover for the Bakhtiaris, should they decide to hold aloof, fair treatment 





Question of a eoup d'Etat was a new one, on which we could 
t consulting our Governments, They said’ that they wanted a 
mucement as to the attitude of the two Powers towards their ambitions, and 
tees that could be given in the event of their holding aloof, and mean- 
dl suspend action for a fow d 

of the Bakhtiaris, as explained to Russian Minister, is that they should 
inet of their own ‘choice capable of keeping Medjliss in order, and of 
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dismissing it if this is found impossible; in latter ease they foresee Regent would 
resign, and they look to replacing him by a Bakhtiari, 
(Sent to Si, Petersburgh.) 














(46541) No, 328, 


(Xo. sna) 81° Pareloy to Sir Biteord Grey — (Reseed November 2.) 
No. 593.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Telran, November 21, 1011. 

RUSSO-PERSIAN relations. 

Russian assurances to. the Bakhtiaris referred to in my immediately preceding 
telegram were given when Samsam-esSultanch paid his official visit on assuabing offee 
to the Russian Minister last summer—at the beginning of the insurrection, Seman 
Said that if the Medjliss made it impossible for him to carry out. his desire to work in 
a manner friendly to the two Powers he would resigu rather than loso the friendship 
of the latter, Ho begged the Russian Minister to give guarantees that. whatoves 
Government might come to power here his tribe would not be molested in any way, 

M. Poklowski gave him the reply, which was subsequently approved by. tho 
Russian Government, to the effect that it was the duty of the British Govorament, in 
view of the traditional British friendship for the Bakhtiaris and of the position of the 
two Powers in Persia, to seo that whatever Government might bo in power, established 
a modua vivendi with the Baklitiaris, 





























[46542] No. 329, 


Sir @, Barclay to Sir Bdtward Grey.—(Reeeived November 21.) 
(No. 594.) 
‘Telographic.) R. Tehran, November 21, 1911, 

YOUR tologram No. 363 of 20th November. 

Son shmsames Sultanch has formed a Cabinet, and was only provented by indispost= 
tion from presenting it to Modjliss tovlay. Tum assured that it will be presuated 
to-morrow. 

Orders signod by all tho Ministers have been sent to Shuster to withitray 
gendarmes aud hand over properties to delegates of Persian Governmont, and Cossack, 
Brigudo has been ordered to furnish guards. 

Sounded as to whether an apology from Persian chargé d'affaires in St, Petersburgh 
would satisfy Russia, I havo roplied that I had no assuranco that it would, and that vo 
gnguiro would waste valuable time. I am now assured that Ministor for Fotoiga 
Affairs will apologise as soon us Cabinet has been presented to Medjliss, - Ministor for 
Foreign Affairs begs me to express his gratitudo fot your good oflices. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 

















(46539) No. 30. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edwand Grey.—(Received November 21.) 
No, 201.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, November 21, 1911, 


RUSSIA and Persia. 

Thavo acted in accordance with the instructions contained in your telegrams 
Nos. 702 and 704 of the 20th November. 

‘The communication, M, Nératof said, was a most important one and ho begged 
me to thank you for it ax also for your offer to act as intermediary with the Persian 
Government. He must, however, consult M. Kokovtsoff before hie could. give men 
Gofinite answer. His personal opinion was that it might bv possible to. give. the 
Persian Government tho assurance for which they asked if a settlement had boos 
reached before the Russian troops were disembarked, ‘They were expected to arrive 
at Enzeli by Thursday. 

On my suggesting that orders might be sent by telegraph to delay the dis. 


embarkation of the troops, he replied that they would have to be landed at once if tho 
weather were bad. 

















































188 


He then observed that it seemed a pity not to take advantage of the present 

incident in order to set alluirs at Tehran on a normal footing. ‘The attainment of this 

object was to the interost of both Governments. The constitution at present was 

Working in a onecided manner. | No executive powers belonged of right to the 

iss, but that body had arrogated such powers to itself, and it would be well to 

urely legislative rdle to allow more power to the Regent and to 

e. ‘Then there was the question of Mr. Shuster. As long as that 

gentléinan remained friction was bound to arise constantly and there would be no 

hope of settling outstanding questions such as that of the appointment of Mx. Lecoffre 
to Tabrees, 

Tobjected, that if the withdrawal of the Russian troops were to be made conditional 
ou the carrying through of this programme it would be months before they were 
withdrawn. I pointed out that the only condition swhich M. Kokovtsoff had attached 
to their withdrawal was that Persia should comply with the two demands already 
presented by Russia, nor had he qualified his assuranee by any condi 
Eampliee being mide before the Huseian troops Innied on Persian sil 
evident, morwover ‘Mit had ad Ragvin in his mind when he, gare sue his 
assurance about their withdrawal, for he had promised to accord a delay on their 
arrival at that place, Tsaid that £ knew that you attached great importance to this 
tnatter and T would therefore suggest that the assurances given to me by M. Kokovtsoff 
soul be striety adored to, and that M. Poklowski should tll the Persian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, when the latter came to make his apologies, that Russia had recalled her 
troops in the confident hope that now the Persian Government would negotiate with 
hin for placings the relations between their two Governments ona stable and friendly 
basis, and for settling all outstanding questions. I said that I felt sure that if the 





















































Heosian Government adoptad this course you would do everthing in your power 
to assist them in obtaining « settlement of their outstanding question: 
M. Nératof observed that it was not known to the Persian Government that 





M, Kokovtsofl had given mo assurances. T accordingly informed him of the instruc- 
tions that you had sout to Sir G, Barclay to the effect that he should tell the Persian 
Government that His Majesty's Governmont had every reason to believe that if they 
complied with the two Russian demands the troops would be withdrawn. T explai 
hat you al taken this aetion in the hoye that a settlement would thereby be 
succolerated, 

atof said that He was no less anxious than yourself to obtain the recall of 
the troops, but that the Russian Government, when once this was effected, would be 
powerless to provent the occurrence of fresh ‘incidents which might again necessitate 
tthe despatch of troops or to obtain any guarantees forthe future, He would discuss the 
initter with M. Kokovtsoff and speak to me again to-morrov, 
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(46677) No. 


Sir Bdieayd Grey to Sir G. Buchanan 


nv Ofer, November 21, 1211. 
councillor of the Russian Embassy read to Sir A. Nicolson to-day a telegram 
Russian Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs saying that the United States 
Ambassador had been to see him, and had, by order of his Goverpment, informed him: 
that they took no interest in Mr. Shuster, tat they disapproved of the whole line of 
conduct of that gentleman, and that they did not intend in any way to interfere in 
the dispute raised by his recent action in Persia. ‘The United States Government 
expressed the hope tat the Russian Government were satisfied with the attitude of 
the United States representative at Tela 
M. Noratof thanked Mr, Rockhill 
Russian Goverment were quite  satistie 






























ie above communication, and said that the 
with the attitude of the United States 















opresentative atl sliatever oceurred the Russian Government would 
ways recollect that Mr. Shuster was a United States citizen, 
Tam, &e. 
E. GREY, 
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[46543] No. 332. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 22.) 

(No, 505, ; 

(Telegraphic.) Decode Telwan, November 21, 1911. 
MY telegram No. 588 of 19th November. i ie 
Estimated cost of building quarters and stables is 4,502. 

In view of heavy cost I have instructed acting consul to suspend action until 
sanction is given by Government, but work on stables began some days ago, and 
contract for these, amounting to 6,500 tomans, has been sigued by buildors and will have 
to stand. 








(46605) No, 333. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Rdiward Grey.—(Received November 28,) 
No. 600) 

legraphic.) P. Levan, November 22, 1911, 

RUSSO-PERSTAN relations, 

Pleaso see telegram No. 200 from St. Petersburgh of the 20th November, 

Your telogram No, 363 of the 20th reached me yesterday, and I at oneo acted ou 
the instructions it conveyed, and left.a pro-memorid atthe Ministry for Foreign AMairy 
in the morning, \ 

‘The announcement made to me last night by tho Persian Government (soe my 
telegram No. 604) was doubtless due to my message, which I know was discussed by 
the members of tho new Cabinet and by prominent depities of the Medias, 

If the Persian Goverment comply with the Russian demand with the promptitude 
foreshadowed in my telegram, it will plico us in an oxceodingly awkward postion tf 
tho Russian Government now uge the presence of Russian troops on Persian torsitory, 
as aloverage for further demands, T understand some troops hayo already landed 

















(46682) No. 334, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received November 22, 


(No, 208) 

aphic,) DP, St. Petersburgh, November 22, 1911. 
SIA and Persia, Z : 

My telegram No, 201 of the 21st November, 

__ In communicating the substance of Sir G. Barclay's telegram No, 594 of tho 21st 
November to M. Nératof this afternoon, I said that I trusted that no difficultics woul 
be made about the withdrawal of the Russian troops now that tho Persian Government 
had signified their willingness to comply with Russia's two demands, 

Ho this M. Nératof replied that the situation had now been somewhat altered by 
the fact that part of the Russian force hid already: been landed this morning, awhile thy 
rest of it was due toarrive in a day or two. A settlement would of course by facilitate 
by Persia’s compliance with the two demands, but it would not now be possible for 
Russia to withdraw the troops until she had secured some guaranteo that Hor relations 
with the Persian Government would be placed on a normal basis and that satisfaction 
Mould be given in pending questions, e, in that of the appointment of Mr, Lecolfre to 
Tabrecs. Uf such a guarantee swere not obtained there would be nothing to provent n 
new incident arising at apy moment, ; 

I pointed out that this attitude was not in harmony with tho assurances whieh 
M. Kokovtsoff had given me, andl that His Majesty's Government would be placed in the 
invidious position of being reproached by the Persian Government with having induced 
them by false pretences to comply with Russia's two demands, -M. Nératof asked 
ashether [was sure that it was solely owing to our advice that the Persian Governmont 
had yielded, and whether it was not a fact that you liad told the Persian representative 
in London that Russia would probably decline intervention in this matter, Lantd 
the conciliatory attitude now shown by the Persian Government was, I thought, e 
due to the influence which you had brought to bear upon them. 
(1524) 
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M. Nératof then said that he had spoken last night to M. Kokovtsoff at a meeting 
of the Council of Ministers. M. Kokovisoff had told him that he held to the assurance 
which he had given tomeas to Russia’s policy and to his promise that a delay would be 
accorded whon the troops reached Kazvin ; but that he had not intended, in givieg me his 
specific assurance as to the troops being reealled, to intimate that all discussion with the 
Persian Government for a general settlement of outstanding questions was excluded. 
‘Tho dispatch of troops had not only been very inconvenient to the Russian Goverment 
but had involved great expense, and they would have to raise the question of the cost of 
tho expedition, On my asking whetlier this meant that Russia would demand an 
indemnity from Persia, M. Nératof replied that this question had not yet heen decided, 
Excellency observed that ny account of what had taken place at my conversation 
with M. Kokovtsof's had caused him great surprise. I replied that, on my side also, 
M, Kokovtsoft’s assurances had gone heyond what I had ventured to hope for and 1 liad, 
therefore, in tho course of our conversation, induced him to repeat them twice over. 
He had, moreover, given me to understand, when T sounded him about Mr. Shuster, 
wstion of Itussia presenting fresh demands had not yet been discussed, ‘The 

f tho Russian troops in Persia would thus be very dificult to explai 
Tt was apparontly useless to attempt to shake the decision arrived at by the Council 
inisters, and I accordingly urged upon M. Nératof that the Russian Government 
any rate, stop the further advanee of the troops. ‘To th 


































of Mi 

might, 
genoril in command had entire control of the conduct of the mi 
tat the troops would probably lie encamped somewhere betiveen Es 








at least a few days. 1 sa 





the Russian demands, M. Noratof 
possible that the force might for the present be detained at 





ny however, M, Nératof reverted to the plea that 
ho Persian Government should be reformed on tho lines to which 
roferonce was mado in. my telegram No. 201 of the 21st November, and said that Mr. 
Shuster must be got rid of, suggesting that Great Britain. should give Russia a free 
hand to procure his dismissal. ‘Tpointed out that His Majesty's Governnient, as Thad 
alroudy told him, had intimated that they would offer no opposition to a demand for 
Mr. Shuster's dismissal, but Ladded that this must be effected by diplomatic methods. 
Ho replied that the only way to effect it was by occupying Tehran, aud he was at a lose 
to understand why the idea of such an ocenpation per sreatly, remarked 
that an assiurancd trot a that she had no ulte igs might be accepted by 
tus, but would hardly be accepted by the general public, aud that the result would be 
that our nndorstanding might be prejudiced, 

I prossed M, Nératof repeatedly to reconcile the decision take 
Ministers yostorday with tho assurances given me on Sunday by M. Kokovtsoff, but ho 
entirely failed to do so, Tho only explanation, that T cau offer is that M. Kokovtsof, in 
his wnxicty to give evidence of his good intentions, may have spoken without reflecting, 
on the full beating of what he was saying, and without having informed himself 
aulliciontly beforehand of the views of his colleagnes in the Council of 3 
fear that a request fora personal explanation would serve no good purpose. 
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the Council of 
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(46539) No 


Sir Bilward Groy to Sir G. Buchanan, 








(No, 708.) 
(Holographic) Ps Foreign Of 

OU shoul without détay communicate substance. o 
‘No, 696 of to-day and No, 549 of yesterday to Minister for F 
OF Council, so as to endeavour to ren 





November 22, 1911, 
‘G. Barclay’s telegrams 
ign Affairs and President 
wr unnecessary the disembarkation of troops, 
singe the Persian Government have apparently agreed to one of Russian demands 
and are about to act similarly in respect of the other. It is, as you will observe 
from Sir G. Barclay’s No. 50, of the utmost importance that if Russian demands 
are complied with troops will not be landed, or if disembarked should at once be 
reshipped. Tam quite ready to discuss with Russian Government any proposals 
they may have to: make in regard to promoting a more stablo condition of affains 
in Porsia, and for the avoidance of any further acute differences. 

Language as reported in your telegram No. 201 is approved. 
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[46322] No. 336. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 


(Xo. 139) 
ir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1911. 
THE Persian Minister called on the 19th instant, and communicated ihe 


accompanying documents respecting the Shoa-es-Sultanch incident and the consequent 
action of Russia,* 


Tam, &c, 
E, GREY, 





[46553] No. 337. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 





med Foreign Office, November 22, 1911. 
‘THE Persian Minister called on the 18th instant, and asked for confirmation of the 
reported advance on Kazvin, 
Mr. Mallet told him the facts, and said that the only hope of averting the occupation 
of Tebran aud further demands was prompt acceptance of the Russian conditions ; he 
added that it appeared that Mr. Shuster's removal was ono of the principal objects of 
the move. ‘The Persian Minister did not attempt to defend that gentleman's conduct, 























(46280) No. 338. 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(No. 298) 
Sir, ; Foreign Ogice, November 22, 1011, 
‘THE Russian chargé d'affaires called on the 17th instant, and communicated 








of which a copy is enclosed,t respecting the proposed action to be 
taken by the Russian Government in consequence of the Shox Gulfanch incident 

_ Sir A. Nicolson told M. de Ettor that he had understood from hin that the Russian 
Minister at ‘Tehran was only to call for troops to ‘Tehran 
the protection of the Russian Legation ; whereas nov it appeared 
called up it was to turn out the gendarmes and to occupy the house 
Shoa-es-Sultaneh, 

M. do Etter repliod that Sir A. Nicolson hiad correctly understood what ho bad 
at first said, but that the telegram he had received from the Russian Government way 
not very clear, and he had concluded that the troops, if sent to Tehran, ware for the 
Protection of the legation, 

‘Tho Turkish Ambassador stated on the 17th instant that Shoa-es-Sultanch was a 
‘Turkish subject, 

On the 18th instant the Russian Ambassador com 
further paper. 














cated the accompanying 





1D. 











(46531) No, 339. 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofi 








Site Foreign Ofiee, November 22, 1911. 
_ WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the Scereigry of State for India, 
the accompanying copy of a telegram No. 591, dated the 2st November, from His 
Majesty's Minister at Tebran, respecting the departure of Major Stokes.§ 





* No sit. No. 280, $ No, 288, § No. 928, 
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telegram, of which a copy is enclosed, should 


or from this department, ae 


LOUIS MALLET. 


st ject to the approval of the Marquoss of Crewe, the 
Tam to mggest that subject to the approval of ie sao eG aes 
whether, in his Lordship’s opinion, the telegram had better be sent from the Viceroy 





(46683) No. 340. 
Sir G. Barélay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 23.) 






Yo. 597.) 






November. : 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 


Wlesraphic.) Tt Tehran, November 22, 1911. 
“HIS Miotyn consul at Reskt reports 500 Russian infantry arrived 2lst 





(46774) No. 341. 






Sir 





(No, 198,) 


RUSSIA and Persia, 
Pleaso seo my telegram No, 694 of yesterday. 
At senor: win af the Mod 
introducing an incomplete Cabinet: the Into M 





ter for Foroign Affairs 








that as soon as ie is well 
‘apology to the Russian Legation, 
Persian Government inform me th 
of movables will take fourdays, or possibly longer: the gendarines cannot 
wwithdrvwn from the property at onc 
L have on. rop 
chance of with 
delay, 





























ral of the Russian troops becomes smaller 





i. Barelay to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received November 23.) 


(Telegraphic,) P. ‘Tehran, November 23, 1911, 


lisa a letter was read from the Prime Minister 


resumes his 


portfolio, He was too unwell to be present at the sitting: Lam, however, assured 
tis datocn ’ ong, whieh le. hopes will be to-day, ho. will teudes on 


iat the formalities for checking the inventory 


therefore be 


al occasions impressed on the Persian Government that the 
every moment's 






















(46793) No. 312. 


| (Ro: S00 
(Tolegraphie, a 
| ee SENIUNT 








ATED yesterday to Acti 
| of Sir G. Bi ‘ telecine No, ds 
private letter xeuding paraphrases of that tel well N 
Noenber, togethor with a suumuney of yous Wograst Nov 708 at 





ister for 





Fe 











Noi 


Council. 


| Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.— (Receiced November 23.) 


» 


Peteraburgl, November 28, 1911, 
Foreign Affary Subatanco 

24 of 21st November, and have now written him a 
i gram aswell as of No. G06 of 22nd 
ad November, 
I have requesteyt him to communicate your views at once to the President of the 






































































(46819) Bees 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdteard Grey— (Received November 23, 
(No. 200.) 
(totes 
RUSSIA and Persia 
T was sent for this 
M. Poklows! 












thi 





ting th 
o£ a provision 
Ives hofore the Medjliss; that he could not rece 
for Foreign A sit of upolog r 
from Shua-ess 's property and replaced hy the Persian Cossacks, 
operation, on the pretext that various preliminary arrangements must 





vernn 





iv 


















uuntil the Treasury gendarmes had been remo 





) 
Ayes St, Petersburgh, November 23, 1911. 
M. Nératof, who toldl me that he had received 1 


ent that had now been 
character; that only two of 





members. 
the Minister 
d 
ad that this 
rst be made, 














in Persian, cont 
details concerni 


a8 suggested, but 
adding thi 
with, 


point of vi 


for 


(No. 373) 
(elo 











Barclay’s telegram No. 592 


witerial support, but he replied that 








ov 





At the close of our couversat 





M. Kokovtsoff gave me on Sunday. I told his i 


statement in Parliament next Monday, and suggested wh 
hho should consult with 


4s to the assurances given by 
Per 
fot 











hich they asked in the event of th 
in this matter, however, in concer 
therefore be glad to have your views, 
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Maj 





mn of the Bakh 


ing Tehran by 


1 Poklowski his instructions to-morrow night, 
ia ad presented the demand she must soe that it was compli 
even if this entailed the occupation of "Tehran, 

MI. Nératof then turned to the qu 
























ho very grateful it you would act 


lied 


tiari Khan's appeal, reported in 


of the 21st November, Ho remarked, that tho 


ari were as strongly opposed as Russia horselt both 
and that Russia would be relieved 
means of a coup d'Etat, to get rid of M 
them. Tasked whether by that he 


fr. Shust 
meant that Russia 


ofa disagreeable task 
ter. Ho was thorofore. 


h to Mr. Shuster aud to tho 

if they were able, by 
lined to encourage 
would be willing to give then 





hho hid not yet considered the question from that 


ion, I recapitulat 


Kokovtsoff and let me know what 
@ Russian Gi 
rsia of Russian troops, T pointed out th 





Toy thought that wo inight at any rato givo the Bakhtitris the guneantog 
weit returning to their liomes, He would only 
nt with His Majesty's Governmen 





and he would 


fod all tho assiramees which 


xcolleney that you intended to make a 


hother it would not be well that 


yout were authorised to say. 





iment with regard to the presence in 
was rendered moty de 
hat the ovouts of the last two dayss had somowhat changod tho stuatiers 





ble by the 





[46543] 








phic.) Code. 
YOUR telegram No, 595 of 21st 
Is it impossible to hire buildings 











No. 344, 


November, 


Te not, how is it proposed to utilise buildings to be 
troops? 


ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Ofice, November 23, 1911. 


erectod after departure of 
















Po) 








(46540) 


lographic.) R. 

SIR G. BARCLAY’S telezran 
Ascortain views of Russian Go 
vers should ubstain from interventi 


No. 345. 


Foreign Office, 
s Nos. 592 and 593 of 21st November, 









erminent, and say 
ion either by encou 


Sir Biward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 





November 23, 1911 


that. in our opinion the two 
raging or thwarting Baklitiar 











[as24] 
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[46682] No. 346. 


Sir Baicard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 712, 
(Pelographic) P, Foreign Office, November 23, 1911. 
RUSSIA ond Persia, 
Sco your telegram No. 294 of yesterday, 
een asked in Parliament concerning advance of Russian troops into 
fuct that two Russian demande-have not ‘Yet been complied with, 
and of information in your telegram, T have only given a general assuranee that the 
advance was a temporary measure. 
ou shiuld nrge on Russian Government that the troops which are already i 
Persia should at all events not be allowed to ee when once Persian Gi nt 
to two Russian demands, that diplomatic relations at Tehran should be 
her troops should he dispatched. It is most deplorable that 
if Ministors should have disregarded M. Kokovtsoff’s specific assurances to you 
JF the above mquests were agreed to, a discussion might. take place between 
‘and Rustin ak to what changes aro required at Tehran in order to give better 
seourity to Russian interests, 





{47960} 7. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Bryce. 

(No. 472.) 
Sin, Porcign Office, November 23, 1911. 

VNC heard of the communication which tho United States Government had 
malo in St. Petersburgh as to Mr, Shuster's action in Porsia, [informed Mr. Whitelayy 
Refd of it to-day, and said that T would like to give him our vie 

Mr, Shnstor was evidently an able man. He had sot about his work in Persia 

with great zeal, and hiad, I believed, Loon quite single-minded. But he had left 
certain considerations out of account. In the past, England and i worked 

cach other in Persia; but a fer years ago they camo to an agreement that 

Would not push her influence in the part of Persia near the Indian frontier, 
while England would not push hers in the north of Persia. Mr. Shuster insisted on 
appointing British subjects to posts in the north of Persia: a notable case being that 
of Major Stokes, ahout whom [had discove ‘ince the question of his appointment. 
was first mooted, that he was notorious for his unt n views, No. doubt 
Mr. s@ wero the best men for his purpose, and it was not 

to say thit they were not. But if this plea was to be ‘accepted these 

terits might cause British influence to displa Russian influence in the north. 
of Ho ‘sia Unilir the Anglo-Russian Agreement it vas impossible for us to assist ‘any 
uel: tend 

Originally Thad joined Russia in advocat 

Porsiny because F was sure that they would ha 
turned out that Mr. Shuster we 


ina china shop. 
I Mr. Knox confidentially what I 


1 roplied that I ssould send a record of it to you, with instrictions to tell Mr. Knox 
our view if he asked for it, but I thought it better to say nothing to Mr. Knox wales 
he asked. It was not our object to make any complaint to the United States 
Covernment about Mr. Shuster, and if we sent a communication to them on the subject 
the improssion might bo given that wo desired to drag them into the matter in some 
way, My ouly desire was that, if they did take any interest in the subject and asked 
What one view and our version was, Mr. Whitelaw: Reid of you should be in a position 
to givo information, for the United States Goverment would then be satisfied: that wwe 

1g Mr. Shuster unfairly, and they would understand the difficulty, 

Tam, &. 
E, GREY. 
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(46216) No. 348. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Foreign Office, November 23, 1911. 

TAM directed by Seorotary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of 
telegram from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran relative to the provision of aeconvoo- 
ation for the Indian eavulry which has been dispatched to Shiraz to reinforee the enore 
‘of His Majesty's consulate there.* 

Tam to state that, in view of the eireumstances of the cass, Sit E, Grey is disposed, 
subject to the eonoarrenco of tho Marquess of Crewe, to approve Sir G. Barclay’ detiow 
in sanctioning the expenditure required for the provision of this accommodation pending 
the preparation of a detailed estimate of the cost. 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





46840) No, 349. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bilward Grey.—Received November 24.) 


(No, 222. Confidential.) 
Sir, Teliran, November 12, 1911, 
BEFORE continuing the narrative of the events arising ont of the notion of the 
sian consul-general in actively opposing the acizurs of the estates of the Rebel 
Prinoe, Shia-ee-Sultanch, I should wish to correct an error in my despatch, No a 
the 27th ultimo. Tn that despatch T stated that the Russian Minister while instructin 
M, Pokhitonow to desist from further opposition to the eottiscition of the estates, had 
in reply to a complaint from the Treasurer-General sought to make out as good. n’casa 
8 possible for M. Pokhitonow, and had based the latter's action on the fast that the 
property in the town, which is the one to which most: prominence hins attached in this 
Incident, was leased to a Russian subject, I find now that this is not 40, and that the 
roperty to. which M. Poklewski referred ax leased to a Ttussian subject js uot in 
hran but in the country, and that the protext for M. Pokhitonow's violones at tho 
town property where the main incident—the one which has provoked. Tumsivs 
humiliating demands—occurred, was that tho Russian Bank halds some Kind of 


gener) mortgage on Shosves-Sultanel’spropert ig to lot 
M Pokhitonow down an easly us puso, okred it hip coment cea ents Shuster 
only to the property for interference with’ which tho Russian consulate-general hd tho 
Dest locus atani 


in my telegram No. 683, the Russian Minister, under instructions from 

, demanded on the 2nd instant from the Persian Government that the 

mies shiould be withdrawn from the town property and replaced. by 

vl that the Mivister for Foreign Affairs should” formally apolo 

t which had oconrred after the gondarmes had taken posswssion. ‘The 

ister also returned the note in which the Persian Government. had 

demanded the recall of Pokhitimow, as well as w rejoinder which the Porsinn Gover 
ment had made to M. Poklewaki's reply to the note in question, 

On the Sth instant, the Minister for Foreign Affairs sent. his “chef de cabinet ” 

» to intervene with my colleague to soften these deinands, but as L know that 

the latter hnd already strongly deprecated them, and that iv age in connec ae 

advice that he bad reccived the most. pereiaptory orders to present the detnaude 

forthwith, it was evident that my intervention miust be unavailing and 1, therefore, 

urged the Minister for Foreign Affiirs to yield. A Cabinet Council wus held on the 

same afternoon to consider the reply. to the Russian demands and it was decided, 

Practically unanimously as T understand, to reject them, The demands had been made 

verbally and the reply: which was given on the 6th instant, was also verbal. "T enclose 

copy of it as taken down at: the Russian Legution, You will observe that itis 

implied in the Persian Government's ruply that the Russian Legation had had due 

Notice of the seizures, and it is stated that they hnd been asgunod that Russian rights 

would be respected. T believe this is so fur accurate that the Persian Government had 


* No. 317, 
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informally intimated to the Russian Minister that the estates of certain reactionaries 
Wore to be confiscated, and assurances were given that any proper Russian claim would 
be met, but Shon-ws-Sultanch’s name was not specifically mentioned by the Persia 
Government and it would, no doubt, have been more regular, liad the Persian Govern. 
ment known that then» were any Russian rights involved, that they should have given 
potice of the date and hour at which the seizure was to be effected, and should have 
vited the co-operation of the Russian cousulate-geueral, Nothing, however, ia my 
ion ean justify the truculent and provocative action of the eonsul-general in sending 
ian Cossacks, entirely on his own initiative, to turn the gendarmes out. Moreover. 
th incident for which the apology is demanded is differently described by the two 
sides Tt isthe ineidont reported in my despatch No. 207 of the Svah mera ac having 
fecurred on the 10th ultimo, and of the two versions I am strongly inclined to beliere 
the story of the gendarmes. priori it is most unlikely that ‘Persians: would’ dara 
wantonly to point thelr rifles at a Russian consular official, but apart from this one of 
the two consular officials involved i ident is nothing short of an agent provo- 
cate and bis given the Russian Minister much trouble in tho past 
Yesterday the Russian Minister, under orders from St. Petersburgh, demanded, 
&, satisfaction of the Russian demands, and intimated to the Persian Govera: 
6 bally, that, unless this were given without delay he would break off relations 
with the presont Cabinet, and Russia would take such measures as might bo necessary 
to protect hier own interests 
Russia's acti 
she had cho 


duving the absence of M, Kiem 
nupport given to M, Bokhitonow, 


Thave, &e. 
BARCLAY. 
————— 
closure in No, 349, 


Reply of Persian Government to Russian Demands made verbally on November 2 


jon dt lmperial. Government of Persia, desirous ag ever of maintaining the most 
friendly relations with the Government of Elis Majenty tho Emperor, aftera most careful 


considenition of the proposals made by your Excellency, in effeet that the Government's 
aywuits now occupying properties recently confiscated from tle rebellious Persian 
subject § ee-Sultuneh, should be removed and should be replaced by the former 
guard of T u ie Minister for Foreign Affairs should, in person, 

and te f lleged 


Government's dee 
do, that no hinds 
general 
idship and cone 
to direet the eo 
n, novence of the Imperial 
agents, would! not ouly violate the dignity and honour of the country, but would 
Ho be incompatible with the said policy of triendship and co-operation, the Toperial 
Sioverument of Persia find it impossible fo acquiesce in the above proposals 
_, Apprehiond derstanding as to the real facts of the case 
still clings to th al Government of Russia, and with a Kr to 
i good will, the Persian Government court a fall and 
‘avestivation of the facts in order that all possible ground for misapprehension 
might be removed, ie 


Tum to state, in conclusion, that the Imperial Government of Persia eannot fail to 
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express regret at the action taken by your Exeelleney's Government in. returning the 
protest heretofore lodged by the Persian Government with your Excellency, 


November 6, 1911. 





(46940) No. 350. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Weceived November 24,) 
(No. 342) 
ir, 


mgan of the extrume Nationalists, goes so far as to recommend 
‘that Persia be divided without more ado into two protectorates, under Russia in. tho 
north aud Great Britain in the south, and expresses the opinion that " tho chief 
condition for a correct und peaceful solution of the Persian question is that there 
should be complete harmony between England and Russi 

‘The expression of such sontiments in this newspaper is noteworthy, as in the past 
it has been consistently hostile to England and to everything English, 

‘Tho semi-offcial “ Rossia,” in a contributed article published in its igsuo of the 
19th November, notes the absenco of any executive authority in Porsia, and goos on 
to say s— 

“Russia and England, who of all European Powers are the most interested in tho 
maintenance of peace, tranquillity, and of a certain order in Persia, have endeavoured 
hard to avoid the necessity of interfering in her internal affairs, giving her full timo to 
extricate herself as best she could from the chaos brought on by the revolution, 
Russia has been patient and full of good-will to her weak neighbour, 0 long as thers 
was any hope left that she would understand the necessity of bringing order and 
pradence into at least her external polioy, Howover, Russia eaunot close, hor eyes to 
the fact that even the last. shadow of a logal executive authority with whom to 
communicate in the event of any ing between tho two Powers has finally 
disappeared. Under these conditions it would not be fair to attribute the occupation of 
Kazvin by Russian troops to any desire on Russia’s part to use for hor own boneit the 
pitiful internal situation of her neighbour. The Russian Government has had recourse 
to this exttordinary measure only after it was convinced of the fruitlossnoss of 
carrying on any further negotiations with a country who refuses to recogaiso tho justice 
and moderatoness of demands presented to her, ‘This should be borne in mind. when 
estimating the events likely to occur in tho subsequent: dovelopinont of the Russo- 
Persian conflict.” 

Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W, BUCHANAN. 





(46916) No. 351. 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received November 24,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to tho Viceroy, dated the 21st November, 
1911, relative to consular escorts in Southern Persia. 


India Office, November 23, 1911. 


Enelosure in No. 351. 
The Marquess of Crewe to the Government of India, 


(Pelegeaphic.) P. India Ogice, November 21, 1911. 
INCREASE of consular guards in Southern Persia (see your telegram dated the 
30th Soptember and subsequent correspondence), 
[1524] 8E 
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‘The Treasury seo no reason why principle of equal division of cost of protecting 
British subjects in Persia ehould be departed from in present instance; they have 
agreed to bear provisionally half cost of measures sanctioned. agree, having regard 
to decision that action should be limited to protection of life and property at consular 
Posts, not of roads. Particulars as to cost of transport and maintenance of troops 
should be furnished in due course. 





(46913) No. 352, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received November 24.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Seerotary of Stato, copy of a. telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 21st November, 
1911, relative to Russia and Persia, 


Intlia Office, November 23, 1911. 
——————— 
Enclosure in No, 352, 
‘The Marquess of Crewe to the Government of India. 


(Delegraphie,) 


> understand by Minister for 
Russia really wants, and that she would withdraw troops if this were L. 
Prosident, hoveever, said that troops would he withdrasen as soon a8 formal apology, 


was tontered by Porsinn Government and Persian Cossacks were substituted fey 
gendarmerie on seized property. 





(46836) 


(Pelexraphic.) P, 
RUSSIA and Persia, 

Pleas seo my telegrams Nos. 506 and 598 of the 22nd and 23rd instant 
respectively, 

‘Tho * chof de Cabinet " of the Minister for Foreign Affairs sent mo a private letter 

afternoon to the effect that the Persian Government had lost no timo in acting, 

ie advice given them by His Majesty's Government as regards compliance with the 
Russian demands, on the express uitderstanding that the Russian troops would then be 
Withdrawn, He stated that the Minister for Forvign Affairs was prepared to tender 
formal apology to the Russian Legation, and that Persian Cossacks would repleee the 
‘Troasnry,goularines this evening in the property in question, 

1 pointed out to him at once that there was noexpress understanding. 1 reminded 
Hi of tho wording of your telegram No, 363 of the 80th instant, aud added that when 


Tused your words on the morning of the 22nd November, they correctly semmeced oi 
stato of the ease as it then stood, : rahe 


Teliran, November 24, 1911. 
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(46963) No. 354. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 24.) 


(No, 600.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. ‘hran, November 24, 1911. 

RUSSIA ‘and Persia, 

‘The Russian Minister received the Minister for Foreign Affairs at the Russian 
Legation this afternoon, when his Excellency tendered the formal apology demanded 
by the Russian Government. 

Persian Cossacks have replaced the Treasury gendarmes on the principal property, 
and they will also replace Treasury gendarmes on the other properties this evening. 

As soon as the Minister for Foreign Affairs had apologised, ML. Poklewski informed. 
his Excellency that his Government had authorised him to resume diplomatic relations, 
but he added his personal opinion that his Government would not. he entirely satisfied 
with the compliance with their two original demands, He reminded his Excellency of 
the great delay shown by the Persian Government in giving satisfaction, in consequence 
of which Russian troops had already been landed ; and he added that, since the original 
demands had been presented, Shuster had had translations of his recont letter to the 

ress mate, and had distributed them broadcast among the people. He thought the 
ussian Government would formulate some further demands and present them to the 
Persian Government. 





[47028] No. 355. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—{Received November 24.) 
(No. 601.) 
(elographic.) P. Tehran, November 24, 1911. 

RUSSIA and Persia, 

Reference to last paragraph of your telegram No. 712 of the 23rd November to 
Sir G. Buchanan, 

M. Poklewski informs mo that his Government having enquired his views as to 
means of procuring the dismissal of the treasurer-general, ho replied on tho 21st 
November that he did not think that diplomatic pressure would be likely to effect. this 
object, Russian Minister added that if Russian Government decided to formulate 
fresh demands and to employ troops to enforce their acceptance, he believed that the 
course most likely to put relations between Russia and Persian Government on more 
stable basis, whatever might be the decision of the Russian Government with regard to 
Shuster, would be to utilise the presence of the troops to foree Persian Government to 
recognise Anglo-Rtussian Convention in a formula previously agreed upon by Creat 
Britain and Russia, 

‘Tho comprehensive demand suggested by my Russian colleague is, T think, 
preferable, if troops are to be employed to support Russian demands, to the pressing of 
the many’ particular demands, which, 1 understand from tho Russian Ministon, 18 
‘contemplated at St. Petersburgh. 





[46962] No, 356. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived November 24.) 


ae) P. z her 24, 10 
(Teles lic.) A St, Petersburgh, November 24, 1911, 
PERSIA and Russa, 

‘My telegram No. 296 of the 23rd November, 

T have to-day written privately to M. Nératof’ pointing out that the Russian 
proposal that the Persian Government should be. required to make a declaration with 


Tegard to the employment of foreigners might be held to engage His Majesty's 
Government. T have accordingly begged him to postpone presenting such a demand 
until T have ascertained your views on the subject and communicated them to him, 

























{47066} 





) Sir. Buckanan to Sir Edward Grey —(eeciced November 24.) 

(No. 208. 

(Welegraphie,) BP: St, Petersburgh, November 24, 1911. 
ri SSIA and Persi 

Your telegram No. 712 of the 23rd November. 

M, Nératof tells mo that in the Couneil of Ministers he is insisting that, at all 
events for tho present, the troops should not be advanced beyond Resht. He says, 
however, that he can give no assurance that they will not eventually be sent further 
than that point, as if he did so tho satistuction demanded by Russia would never be 
givon. He will instruct M. Poklewski to warn the Persian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
when the latter announces his intention of paying his visit of apology, that he has been 
instructed by his Government to present further demands. If the Persian Minister of 
Foroign Affairs, on learning of this intention, still pays his visit, M, Nératof presumes 
that this will mean the resumption of diplomatic relations. 

Tam to soo M. Nératof again before the next meeting of the Council of Ministers, 

now been put off till to-morrow afternoon. 

ced upon M, Nératof strongly that the new demands should be limited strictly 
Ho replied that the Council of Ministers must decide this, and that 

ot spoak with authority until they had decided; he thought, however, 

that the demands would he limited to the followin 

‘The ¢ 
the Persian 












































issal of Shuster; a demand respecting the employment of foreigners by 
ernment in important posts; and ademand for au assurance that the 
tmdertake to settle all pending questions in a conciliatory 























cout that 
x you might object 
light be held to imply 
pment approved the presentation of the ultimatum, —M.Nératof 
Suge hut caso some other formula might be found, such as that Persia 
should be requirod to stato that she would act in conformity with the representations 
made by Russia to the Persian Goverament in the autumn of 1910 (se P nil 10 of 
the a ia of 1M10 for the representation to which M. Nératof 






















nd, M. NératoF assured mo that there would be no 
question of insisting on all tho outstanding questions being settled immediately, nor 
would Russia keep hor troops in Porsia until a settlement wax affected, if tho requ 
assurance wero given by the Persian Government. 

On M, Nératof suggesting that it might be possible to require the Porsian 
Government to recognise the Anglo-Russian agroement, L objected that this step too 
would involve. lajesty’s Clovernment, 

Xcolloney also said that the Russian Government would express a desire for 
the establishment of a Senate, but that this would not take the form of a demand, but 
wold merely: be the expression of a wish, 





































{46819} No. 





, Sir Eilward Grey to Sir G, Barelay. 
phic) Foreign Osice, November 24, 1911. 
YOUR telegrams Nos, 692 and 593 of 21st November. 
Wo coup Etat, but have no more intention of inter- 
‘oup d'Etat than with previous coups d'Btat in Persia, 
Attitude of both Powers should be one of neutrality to these internal movements so 
long as their interests are As to guarantees to Bakhtiaris, assurances of 
wral friendly attitude tow a8 described in your telegram No, 592 of 2lst 




















in colleague, if he is so instructed, speak in abo 





e sense 
to Bakhtiaris, 


(Repeated to St. Potorsburgh, No. T1413) 
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[46819] No, 350. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 





(No; 713) 
(Telegraphic:) P. Poreign Ofice, November 24, 1911, 

RUSSIA and Persia, See your telogram No, 296 of yesterday. 

Tn view of fact that Shuster has made a fresh attack on Russian Government, His 
Majesty's Government consider it impossible for them to object to formulation of Russian 
demands 28 proposed. We nevertheless consider it essential that as soon as Persian 
Government has complied with Russia's two original demands the movements of Russian 
{roe should be stopped, and that, as regards the new Rowan, demands, time should 
be given to allow diplomatic pressure to be brought to bear at Tehran to ensure thelt 
acceptance. Of course presentation of further Russian demands at Tehran must take 
hee efore His Majesty « Gorerament can do anything there, 

Ttake it for granted that M. Poklewski will be instructed to resume diplomatic 
relations as soon as Persian Government has agreed to the two original demands of his 
Goverament, and when that has been done, concerted action betwoen His Majesty's 
representative and M. Poklewski will be possible, 

















(46819) No. 360. 
Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(a 715.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 24, 1911, 
INTERVIEW of Bakhtiari khans with British and Russian Ministors 


Please inform M, Nératof of attitude of His Majesty's Government towards 
suggested Bakhtiari coup WEtal, Seo my telegram to Tehran No, 978 of to-day. 














(46962) No. 361, 
Gun Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
io. 717.) 
a Sai Py Foreign Office, November 24, 1911 
EMPLOYMENT of foreigners, 


T seo no objection to our supporting Russian demand (see your telogeam No, 207 
of to-day), which does not seem to differ much from what has hitherto boon the 
practice, 

__Lconsider, however, in the first instanco, that Russain Government. should act on 
their own responsibility in patting forward dewands, 








{47010} No. 362. 


Mr. Bryce to Sir Hidward Groy.—(Reeeived November 25.) 


(No. 263. Confidential.) 
Washington, November 18, 1911. 

ON receipt of your despatch No. 401 of the 4th Octobor last, regarding the 

n of the American Presbyterian Mission in Persia to extond its activities to 

Tddressed a letter (copy of which T enclose) privately to the. Secretary: 
of State on the subject, 

Thave the honour to transmit’ herewith copy of a reply, marked “ Personal, and 
Confidential” which I have reevived from the Acting Secretary of Stato, enclosing, w 
letter from Mr, Robert E. Speer on behalf of the Board of Forcign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, from which it would appear that it is not the 
intention of the society to actually enter Afghanistan at this times 

T have, &o, 
JAMES BRYCE, 































[sed] oF 
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Enelosure 1 in No, 362. Ua 


Mr. Bryee to Mr. Knox. 
(Confidentiat.) 
Dear Mr. Secretary, Washington, October 19, 1911. 

INFORMATION has reached His Majesty's Government that Mr. Esselstyn, of 
the American Presbyterian Mission, has been ordered to Khorassan to start a branch 

ion in that province with the further idea of eventually extending the work of 
ion into Afghanistan, 

Majesty's Minister in Persia warned Dr. Esselstyn that difficulties might 
haps be found to exist with regard to his entering Afghanistan, and was further 
ructed by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State to inform him that no 
responsibility could be accepted fir what might befall him should he enter’ Afhanistan 
withont the permission of the Ameer, 

Tt has occurred to Sir Edward Grey that it would be well that I should bring 
this mattor to your notios, in order that you should understand the attitude taken by 
His Majesty's Government in the matter and the reasons underlying it. 

ean ary selon tho fet tht as has buen pointed out by His Majesty's 
Principal Seorotary of State for India—the Ameer strongly objects to the presonee of 
European travellers in his country, and that his objections on this score have always 
been vd and respected by His Majesty’s Government. 

As ai illustration of this attitude on the part of the British authorities, it may be 
ted out that the Ge of Tndia would not allow a European traveller to 

i ‘stan, except on the production of a written permit 
ions, 



























from the Ameer to enter his domi 





Very sincerely yours, 
JAMES BRYCE. 





Enclosure 2 





362, 
Mr. Ailee to Mr. Bryce, 








sonal and Confidential.) 
ear Mr. Bryco, Washington, Ni 
rther reply to your letter of the 19th October f the reported 
an Amirican Mission Board end its work into Afghanistan, 1 enclose 
ar personal informati of letter re Mr. Robert, 
w York City, If of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Church in the United States, of whom enquiry was made by the 
tina purely informal manner, from which it will be seen the apparent 
‘and intention of this mission regarding its work in Eastern Persia and 


tan, 
Faithfully y 






















irs 


ALVEY A. ADEE, 








Enclosure 3 in No, 362, 





Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United Staes of America 
to Mr. Adve, 





Dear Sir, 


156, Fifth 
1 BE 4 





enue, New York, November 2, 1911, 
leave to express our board's appreciation of the spirit and interest of your 
‘enquiry sw to the purpose of our mission in Pes assigning Dr, Esselstyn, one of 
our missionaries to Tebran, to work in the province of Khorasan, It is true that he 
hhas been s0 assigned, and that it is our hope and the hope of the mission that the day 
may. eo ‘onary work ean be undertake and th 
development of our work into Eastern Persia is in an day. Our 
mission Persia understands quite well, and our boar that the 
Afghanistan, but 
Eastern Persia, especially medical mission, 
people from Afghanistan travelling into Eastern 
Paria, just as the mission of the Church of England in Peshawur i exerting a lines 
fnfluence on tho Afghan peoples erossing the north-west frontier in India. We have 




































Tong carried on missionary work in this ia by itinerating joumeys, and 

lat at present oily to locsts Dr: Eametye: whovbas led ling ne 9 Doe Gal 
Tome, the people and the language well, ih the eity of Afeshed, ant to plac there 
with him as soon as possible a capable and judicious medical missionary. 

Last year two young ministers from MeCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago 
applied to be sont as missionaries to Afghanistan, and were informed by our board 
that no such mission was practicable at the present time, but that they would be ser 
4s they have been—to Persia, where one is located now at Resht, and the other in 











5 ROBERT E, SPEERS, 





(46980) No. 3 
AnglowTewish A 








iation to Sir Hedward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 


Blomfield House, 8, London Wall, London 
November 24, 1911, 

you the contents of a letter réceived from our 

in Paris, the Alliance isradlite universelle, which has a number of 











TAM directed to communicate to 
sister institut 
schools in Persia, 

‘The president and council of this association 
from the information which it may hav 
for by the Alliance, 








be gratofit if the Foreign Office, 
its possession, can give the assurance sought 





Thaye, &e. 
M. DUPARG, Secretary, 





Enclosure in No. 363, 


Allliance isradlite univorsclle to the Anglo-Jewish Association. 





‘Cher Monsieur, Paris, le novembre, Wi, 
LES directeurs de nos éooles de Chirax ont quitté cette ville ds le mois de juin 
nous divons di attendre jusqu’d ee jour pour leur trouver des successeurs, Ts sont 
désignés maintenant, Mais au moment de les faire partir, nous avons quelques 
hésitations, La route de Bouchir & Chiraz est-elle sire? Ne courront-ils pas lo danger 
dotre attaqués par les brigands? Nous vous serions tris reconnaiksants de demander 
au Foreign Office, qui a pris le Sud de la Perse sous si protection, ail ponse que nos 
professeurs, qui ont des enfants, peuvent se rendre en sécurité de Bouchir A Chiraz, 
Agréez, ke, 

















(47130) No. 364. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edwarl Grey.—(Reevived November 25.) 
ff 1 ey R 
‘legraphic. 
‘YOUR tlogram No. 715 of 4th Novemtor. 


Russian Minister at Tehran will be instructed to consult and act with Sir Gs 
Barclay. 





St. Peteraburgh, Novembor 26, 1911. 
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No. 365, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bateard Grey. — (Received November 26.) 

‘No. 301.) 
(iti ) St, Petersburgh 

PERSIA and Russia. : ign 

I received a visit yostorday from the Persian chargé d'affaires, who asked me what 
was tho nature of the further demands which the Nussian Government proposed to 
resent. He added that after the communication which Sir G, Barclay had made to 
is Govornment, the latter had hoped that when they had complied with the two 
original Russian demands the troops would be withdrawn. noe 

Mo this T reli thatthe order for witdrawal would awe Lace given if the 
1" Govornment had at once given the satisfaction demanded and had not waited 
© troops hat lanted on Per informed him that the council of Ministers 
twas {0 moot this evening aud would then forualavo the furthor demands, and said 
that Me. Shusters action tn publishing his pamphlet had greatly incensed the Russian 
cover aakod. whothor Russia would demand the dismal of Mr. Shuster, and I sid 
that Tthonght such a demand was most probable, adding that, in my opinion, it was 
of far greater moment to Pera to re-establish good relations with Russia thin to 
Koop Mrs Shuster in hier service, and that. the responsibility for the estrangement 
Haroun th two vat his oor 


[47182] 





November 26, 1911. 




























(47133) 





Sir, Bucluwan to Sir 
No, 302.) 
(Megephia) P. St. Petersburgh, Norember 

RURSIA aiid Po 

I spoke to M. N 
Nos, 713 and 71) 
advance beyond Rt 5 
aind that the two ie relations, said 
ino objection to. the presen th, regard to the 
foreigners in tho Persian sorviee, but that the Russian ent mut pros 
tho fitst instance on their own’ responsibility. With regard to the suggestion that 
the ‘ian Go yent should be required to recognise the Anglo-Ri nent, 
Tsaid that Ldid not know what your views were on this 
domand were prosented the same condition as to Russia taking sole 
nist also attach (0 it T endeavoured to persuade. M. Nératof to drop a. proposed 
dleamand for an indemnity of sonve 15,0001, begging him not to forget tho difficulties 
which lay before you in Parliagnent and to do nothing w Jhtadd to them. 

M, Nonitof said that he would do what he could ancil of Ministers, 
nablo time should be given to t 
T said that if a reasor 
ild then be able to consult with M. Poklewski 
wistife o€ support he could give him, 3 

In repeating hisassuranee that wo annexation of Persian territory was contemplated, 
Nratof handed moa memorandum which, he 3 ight furnish you with material 
for the statement whieh you were about to make in Parliament.” 

‘The following is a summary of this doctment, the text of which is too long to be 
twlegraphed verbatim :— 


ieardd Grey. —(Reeciced November 26,) 





j 1911. 












ming as instructed in your telegrams: 
mportant it was that the troops should not 
th the two original demands 


















































fe 
and arrange as to what 














(It) ‘The preseut conflict is the outcome of a series of iucidonts offensive to Russia, 
Dronglit about eliiolly by the irreconcilable attitude of the a Radical party and 
the arbitrary: provoedinigs of Shuster in d interests. _ 

Tussin Iuaving now been forced to res, hier object is to establish 
normal and stable velations with Persia and to reinove elements of discon. With this 
“Ohject she will foruiukate certain further In hier preseut action Russia seeks 
oily to defend hier Tea jerests. in zone reserved to her by LNT agreement, 
Hor object is not in cont that of agreoment, since it does not purst 

of Persia, Russian Government afirm 
ly provisional character, wud 
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that they have no intention of infringing the principles governing the Anglo-Russian 
understanding. 

Meniorandum then recapitulates the reasons leading to Russia's first two demands 
‘on much the same lines as aide-mémoire communteated by Russian chargé d'affaires to 
Foreign Office on 17th November. It further résumés the ‘reasons for presentation of 
present demands as follows:— 


Absence of a Persian reply to first demands in reasonable time, 


Cabinet crisis no excuse for this delay, as resignation of Persian Ministers showed 
intention to evade demands. 


Shuster’s letters translated into Persian, 
Necessity of obtaining guarantee that elements of futnre discord will be removed, 





[47134] No. 367. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Novembor 26.) 
(islet Petersburgh, N 1911. 
Pelographic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 26, 1911, 

ee EERSIN ao Por s 

My telegram No. 302 of to-day. 

Thave just received @ private Jeter from M, Nématof, informing me that it was 
decided at a necting of the Council of Ministers licld yesterday that the following 
demands should be presented at Tehran -— 






1, Both Mr. Shuster and Mr. Lecoffre to be dismissed, and the engagement to be 
given by the Persian Government in accordance with demand No, 2 to apply to. all 
other foreign oficials already appointed by Mr. Shuster. 

2. The Persian Government must give an engagement that they will obtain the 
consent of the Russian and British Legations before offering any post in the Persian 
service to persons of foreign national 

3. Expenses incurred by the present military expedition to he reimbursed by tho 
Persian Government. 











In onder not to add to your difficulties in the debate in, the Houso of Commons 
to-morrow, the Council resolved that the presentation of these demands should bo 
Aoferred till Tuesday. "Tho above information is accordingly intended for you 
ly, and not for use in the House of Comin: 
nds will be presented at Tebran 
ly forty-vight hours for their acoe 
not be moved beyond Resht. 
atof told mo yesterday that he would suggest that a dolay of five or six 
bo granted, and Tam accordingly much disappointed that the Persian 
Government are to be allowed only forty-eight hones in whit to consider the demands 
T faney that M. Nératof must have been over-ruled in the Council of Ministers, the 
majority of the members of which are dete 's differences with Persia 
must be settled once and for all; 1 fear, too, that’ the ma 
Emperor. 

On the previous occasion when troops were sent to Kaz 
took up the position that it was impossible for Russia to 
backivards and forwards to Persia and so rendering horslf ridi 
fecling is strongly held here on the present occas 

‘Tho original objective of the expedition was Kazvin, and M, Kokovtsolt promised, 
when it was a question of the Persian Government complying with the two original 
demands, that a further delay would, bo granted on the arrival of the troops at that 
place. Twill now urge that the delay at Kazvin be granted in connection with tho 
demands now to be presented. 















form of an ultinatum, granting 
During that delay the Rossian 





















rity. have the ear of the 





1909, M. Iswolsky 
cop, sonding troops 
jewlous, and the same 


























(47174) 

















ES Leva, November 20, 1911, 
IT'is somewhat remarkable that neither the publication in the “Times” of Mx. 
Morgan Shuster’s indictment of the policy of Great Britain and Russia in Persia nor 


[uses] 3G 
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the recent ultimatum of the Iaiter Power has raised any excitement or indignation in the 
local press, but lias, as a matter of fact, passed almost unnoticed. ‘The “Liberté” a few 
dlays ago gavea short statement of the events which led up fo the latter occurrence, but 


the account was written in a distinctly frieudly and exculpatory spirit towards Russi 
while of the vernacular journals tho “‘Tanin” alone has even alluded to it, ‘The 
article in question was written by Ismail Hakki Bey Babandzadeh, the Bagdad deputy, 
‘who is not usually remarkable for sweet reasonableness in his views of foreign 
questions, aud says briefly, after a sarcastic complaint, that, while Turkey must of 
course feel regret, she cannot, with Ttaly’s recent action in mind, be surprised that the 
tesignation of the Persian’ Regent and Cabinet can be of no advantage, and 
recommends the Ministers to sacrifice their personal dignity in the interests of their 














jardly think that this silence is due solely to preoccupation with Turkish affairs, 
to believe that it arises also from a disinclination to offend the 





and Ta 
‘ssceptibilities of the Great Power whose influence in the Balkans may at this moment 
tno of value to the Porte, 





Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
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State for Tndia in Council to state that a ninth instalment of this rental becomes due on 
the Ist January, 1912. 

___In accordince with the account of the cost of the line presented to the Persian 
Minister at ‘Tehran on the 18th March, 1911, the half-yeorly payment of rental should, 
as explained in my previous letter of the 9th June last, amount to 15,696 fr. Pendin, 
the acceptance of that account by the Persian Government, the previous payments. ol 
ental have, however, been at the minimum rate shown in the convention, viz, 
12400 f. por hallyeat, and there is therefore balaneo due to the Persian Government 
of 25,080 fr. (13,686 fr. — 12,500 fr. x 8), which will be placed at their disposal as soon 
‘a the account is accepted. 

"The Secretary of Stato for India in Council will be glad if the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs will cause the necessary instructions to he communicated to the 
British Minister at Tehran to make « payment to the Persian Governmént on the 
Ast January next of either 12,500 fr. ax before, or of 40,715 fr. (15,635 fi, + arrears, 
25,080 ff) in the event of tho Persian Goverment intimating their acceptance of the 
uccount on or before that date. 

















Tam, &e, 
R. RITCHIE, 








(47223) No. 360. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 27.) 
(So. 207.) 


Sir, Stocldiolm, November 22, 1011. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 199 of the 18th instant relative to the 

Aispatch of Swedish officers to Persia, I have the houour 
Thrensvari spoke to me on the subject ina private aud unofiicial manner. 
that his Government desired to send th ofcers parily iu onder to promote Sweden's 
commercial interests and partly because promotion in the army was slow, and that the 
mnilitary authorities dhowght that euch active employment. as was contemplated woud 
ian excellent thing for the officers employed, It is undoubtedly true that a very 
good class of olfcor his yoluntecred, that it has been very difficult for the army 
Authorities to make the selection as the competition was so keen, and that the strongest 
‘oat was used on behalf of the applicants. Count Ehrensvard added that it was a 
by Swedish 


































‘gteat: sacrifice to give up the idea of a reorganisation of the Persian arn 

Officers, but that it w ont that it was distasteful to the Russian Government, 
‘Who latter had expressed ina delicate and somplications which 
night arise in ease tho Swedish officers were War or evi ivi 
















\s most anxious to avoid giving offence to Russia 
pains to consult them even before they had 
notification of the offer of the Persian Government. I said I was 

which the Swedish Goverument had 


strife, ‘The Swedish 
‘or Enghind, and the 
ul the ofl 














vod the 
of the Persian Governm 
the gendarinerie, L stated the reasons why the British Government and British 
therchaits woulil welcome its formation as) soon as possible, and hearing in mind your 
Uospateh No. 13 of the Loth June last, Epointed out that the Indian troops now being 
Uispatchied to South Persia were being sent for the protection of our consulates and 
tiot as 1 police foree to oceupy and patrol the trade route 
Thave, &e. 
CECIL SPRING-RICE. 








ard to 





























(47372) 


ei Norewber 27.) 














India Office, Novemibe 
ns correspondence ending with your lett 

went to the Persian Goverament of 
2 telegraph line, Lam directed by the 


24,1911. 
dited the 
sun di 





auation of previ 
z the pay 


Pe 





























ecretary of 








(47458) - No, 371. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Groy—(Recoived November 27.) 
No. G02) 
‘Telegraphic.) Re Teliran, Novomber 27, 1911. 


FOLLOWING from British vice-consul, Resht, 26th November :— 


“Exact figures of Russian troops at Resht: 200 Cossncks, 780 infantry, and 
7 guns. On 25th November 240 artillery and commissariat arrived, bringing the total to 
120 fei), By restorday’s mall-boat [7] ome infantry and, Ly pei steamer caval 
arrived at Enzeli, numbers unknown, rumoured 1,100, but this is probably exaggerated.” 











(47461) No. 372. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Croy.—(Received November 28.) 
(No. 603.) 
(Telographic.) Decode. 
YOUR telegram No, 373 of 23rd November. 
Both acting consul and officer commanding report that no suitable buildings 
outside town aro available, and that it would be extremely undesirable to quarter ann 
inside town, where they sould necessarily bo split up into small partics at a considerable 
‘ance from consulate and European colony. ‘They seo no alternative but building, 
i of walled ground near consulate, ‘They add 
from cold, and urge necessity. for rapid 
completion of building. Failing arrangement with owner, who is in Europe, to take 
over building at a valuation, they presume that buildings will haye to bo demolished on 
evacuation and materials sold. ‘They suggest that it would be far preferable to buy: 
‘outright piece of ground in question, which is eminently suitable, but examinati 
this point should not, T think, defer sanction for commencement of building, 
(Repeated to India.) 


‘Pelivan, November 27, 1911, 
































(47459) No. 373. 
G, Barclay to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received November 28.) 





(No. 604.) 

(Telegraphic.) Decode. Tehran, d 
MY telogram No. 003. 

Value of land required at current rate is, ronghly, 3,200. 





rembor 27, 1911. 
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(47627) No. 374. 


Sir O. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeeived November 28.) 
(No. 605.) 

(Delegraphic.) En clair ___ Tehran, November 27, 1911. 
MY telegram No. 509 of 14th November: Indian escorts. 

Second detachment reached Shiraz to-day without incident. 











[47628] No. 375. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Recetved November 27.) 
No. 606. 
(sian P, Tehran, November 27, 1911. 
RUSSIAN troops in Persia, ‘ g 
His Majesty's vice-consul at Resht reports that 700 infantry and artillery and 
arrived at Enzeli on Friday and Saturday, and not 1,100, as reported by 
sly (soe my telegram No, (02 of this morning). 




















[47464] No. 376, 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey (Received November 21.) 

(No, 1109.) 
(olesraphie.) P. St, Pa 
RUSSIA and Porsia, 
My telegram No, 











raburgh, November 27, 1911. 








3 of the 26th November, I told M 
to neo that the P nit wero only to be allowed. fort 
to reply to the Russian ultimatum, and T wrged the arrival of the troops at 
Kaavii a further delay should be accorded, M. Nératof replied that it had ‘been 
decided i the Council of Mi that the terns of 
amore severe than those of the first. As a matter of f 
would really have some five days in which to 
‘would only be prosented to-morrow, and. m 
the language held hy M, Poklowski, thai 
included in the demands. In M, Nératof’s opinion, these demands were very moderate 
in charictor, and he pointed out that thoir scope hd been limited to matters directly 

ad with the recent incident, ‘The object of the second portion of demand No. 1 
to include the ten American citizens whose appointment the Medjliss had recently 
sanctioned ; bub it was to be left to the discretion of M. Poklewski to decide whether 
‘any action was called for with regard to forcizn officials already holding appointments 
under tho Persian Government, 

L suid that U hoped that, even in the event of the Russian troops having to advance 
Pohiran, no fresh demands would be made on the Persian Government, M. Nératof 
avo mo {0 understand that in-such an event the only fresh demand would be for an 
inorease in the indemnity. 




























































(47465) 





Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdicard Grey—(Reeeived November 27.) 
Na a 
‘elegraphiec.) P. 
conversion widh ME Nérwto th 
anoilier incident wh engaged in convoying a 
caravan from Khoi to Urmia a Russian officer had been warned by the commandant 
of sone Turkish troops who were in occupation of the district that he was trespassing 
on Turkish territory, He hud accordingly been forced to make a détour and take 
longer road, and on'his return journey he had been attacked and wounded seriously. 
Instmctions tad. been sent’ to. M. Teharykow to call the attertion of the Turkish 
Goverment to the matter, Meanwhile, in ‘view of the necessity of protecting the 





. Petersburgh, November 27, 1911. 
elleney spoke to me of yet 


































209 


caravan routes and of the fact that the incident had occurred close to the Russian 
frontier, a force of from 400 to 500 men would be sent to reinforce the consular escort 
at Khoi. 





[46808] No. 378, 
Sir Edicard Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





(No. 144.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 27, 1911, 

THE Persian Minister called on the 22nd instant to announce that orders have 
been given for the withdrawal of the Treasury gendarmes from the Shoah-es-Sultanch’s 
Property, and that, after the presentation of the Cabinet to the Medjliss on the 22nd, 
the desired apology would be tendered to the Russian Minister. 

Ho expressed the strong hope that His Majesty’s Government would inform the 
Russian Government, and obtain the recall of the Russian forees, 250 of whom had 
Tanded on the 2Ist instant at Enzeli, 

He said that he felt that his personal position was at stako, as he had led. the 
Persian Government to believe, after his interview with me, that all would end well if 
they apologised. 














Mr, Mallet reminded him that Thad made no engagements, and could not hayo 
done so, and he agreed to this. 

‘The Persian Minister asked whether the Russian Government had replied to. my 
telegram (No. 704), and Mr. Mallet replied that we had as yot not had any 





final 
answer, ‘The Persian Minister urged that we should make a farther representation 
and appeal to the Russian Government. 





Tam, &e. 
E. GREY, 





[47121] No. 379. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Bavelay, 
(No. 146.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 27, 1911, 





THE Persian Minister called at this Office on the 29rd instant and asked Mr. 
Mallet whether His Majesty's Government had heard if the Russian troops hid been 
recalled: 

Mr, Mallet replied in the negative, and said that His Majesty's Government had no 
definite information yet as to what the Russian Government would do, His Majesty's 
Government had also not yet heard that the Persian Government. had complied with 
the Russian demands, 











Lam, &e. 
B, GREY, 





[47668] No. 380. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barelay. 






147.) 
i, Foreign Office, November 27, 1911, 

THE Persian Minister called at this Office on tho 27th ultimo and asked 
Sir A. Nicolson whether His Majesty's Goverament were aware if Russ 
present further demands now that the Persian Government had conceded the two 
original ones, As Sir A, Nicolson thought it undesirable to anticipate what. Rus 
would ask, he was exooedingly reserved; and said that he hulleved that the Tea 
Council of Ministers was discussing the ‘situation, and that no doubt we should hear 
very shortly what line they proposed to adopt. He added that, speaking quite 
conidentially, he thought it ist “unfortanate Ck a4 thi moment Me eles had 
thought fit to cireulate in Persia translations of his indictment against Russia, 
Mr, Shuster, Sir A. Nicolson remarked, was a high Persian official, and his recent act 
could not but be displeasing to Russia, and would perhaps Iw interproted by her a 
provocati 


7524) 3H 
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Mehdi Khan agreed, and said that the Persian Government were anxious to be 
euided by the advice of His Majesty’s Government, Sir A. Nicolson remarked to him 
Hat, as L had told him, it was difficult for His Majesty’s Government to intervene 
Tetween Russia and Persia, Mehdi Khan replied that perhaps I would consent to 
instruct you to confer with the Persian Minister for Foreign Affuirs. 

Sir A. Nicolson promised to consult me on this point. 








Tam, &e. 
E. GREY. 








[47619] No. 381. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28.) 


aD St, Petersburgh, November 25, 1911. 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 260 of the 7th November last, I have the 

Honour to transmit horewith copy of a letter, with enclosure, from M. Pagenkopf, 

representative of the Indo-European Telegraph Company, on the wubjeot of the main- 
tenance andl working of telegraph lines in Nostbera Persia! 
ave, to. 

GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 








Enclosure 1 in No, 381. 
M. Payenkopf to Mr. O'Beirne, 





November 23, 1911. 
sterday, I have the honour to 


Sir, St Petersbur 

WITH rovard to the interview kindly granted me : ; 

Meee eeite te ote letter addceae to M. do Klemm, of the Imperial Russian 
‘Ollice, contumicating to him the modifications pointed out by the British 
jen Office as being desirable to be made in the proposals of the Todo-Kuropean 
for the maintenance and working of the telegraph lines in Northern Persia 
he Tussin aphore of inlueneo In that county, é s i 
‘At tho same tine T beg leave to state that’ my company has no objections to 
Irajgnillers working the terminal stations at ‘Teliran-Meshed and Meshed-Khaf, 
At intervals daily after the control of these Tines has been handed over to the Russian 






















Thave, &e. 
PAGENKOPF. 








Enclosure 2 in No. 381. 
M, Pagenkopf to M. de Klemm. 


Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 10 (23), 1911. 
REPERRING to my letter of the 20rd March (Sth April), 1911, addressed to your 
B i o the proposals of the Indo-European Company for the recon- 
(working of the telegraph lines in Persia within the 
1 aphoro of influe structed by ry directors to submit 
ous Excellency the followi ns respecting these proposals, ; 
Te would appear from the armngements already concluded between the Govern- 
amonts of Great Britain and Russia that the latter Government takes eventually over 
the control 11- Meahed line ne from Meshed to Khaf, while the 
from Kh Jk control, ‘This. t the 
company's aetiy ‘aud the proposed agreement (article 3) 
“i the Tmperial Russian and Persian Goveruments and my company should be 
avoording 
T further beg to point ont, for your Exee i . 
eotinuation of the Meshed line to Herat was only referred to in my above-mentioned 
‘o make the scheme thoroughly comprehensive, but on reconsideration it has been 
nnsioti from the company’s proposals, 
















































nod 








's information, that the possible 





































au 


Tn conclusion, Tam instructed to add that my company is prepared to accept any 
ster modifications the Imperial Russian Government may deem necessary to bring the 
proposed agreements into line with arrangements already made with the British 
Government, 


Thave, &. 
PAGENKOPF, 











(48017) No. 382. 


‘Note communicated by Count Benckendorff, November 28, 1911. 


LA Turquie ne cesse de s'emparer graduellement de différents, points du territoiro 
de la région @Ourmiah, en se rapprochant opinittnément de ln frontiére russe, 

Ce fait n’ayant, comme de raison, pas pu échapper & attention des autorités 
nnilitaires, le Gouvernement Impérial se voit obligé de prendre des mesures en vue du 
reuforeement de la garde du consulat nouvellement installé & Khoi, 

Un régiment de tiruillours avec fusils & tir rapide, quatre canons, et une compagnio 
du génie ont par conséquent regu Vordre de se rendre 4 Khoi pour s'y joindre aux 
sotnias (escadrons) de cosaques chargés de la sauvegarde de la route de euravanes reliant 
Khoi d Ourmiah, 

Cotte mesure a été jugde nécessaire A Ia suite de Vattaque réoento de. Kundes, 
vraisomblablement ansnts do sldats ture, drigéo tout prts de Klio eontr le Bota 
(Capitaine) Bitcherakoft et son escorte, alfaire en Inguelle fut gridvement blessé un 
oflicier russe, 

Le Gouvernement Tinpérial considdre quiil est de gon droit dassurer In tranquillité 
et Yordre dans les régions susindiquées, ot la Russie possdde d'importants intéréts 
politiques et commersiaux, attendu que le Gouvernement persan est absolument 
Incapable d'entroprendry quelques mesures que ee soit A cet effet, 


Ambassade de Ruasie, Lonires, 
W 15 (38) novembre, 1911. 
























{47676} No. 383. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Baieard Grey.—(Received November 28.) 





(No. 607.) 
(elegraphic.) 1 Teliran, November 28, 1911, 
YOUR telegram No. 378 of 21th Novem! 
Russian Minister and Fmade yesterday joint com: 
as follows 














ation to Baklitinri Khang 


“Two Powers do not see their way to adviso Bakhtiaris in this matter of a purely 
internal nature, but they can tell them that they do not contemplate any interference 80 
Jong as the interests of the two Powers are respected. Two Ministors. again aswuro 
Kans of the friendly sympathy of their Governments so long as the Bakhtiaris act in 
manner friendly to the two. Powers, friendly gympathy of their Governments 
should eusure far treatment for Bakhtiari” (ind of ) 


Russian Minister could not be induced to adopt the wording suggested by 
you, It seemed to him to approach to discouragement more closely that would be 
‘wished by his Government. 









(47518) No. 384, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Nov 





nber 28.) 
St, Petersburgh, November 









Tshould! have mentioned that in our 
he expectod that the Russian troops, om sar 
a few days before any advance on Tehran 





esterday M. Nératof said that 
would be retained there for 
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No. 385. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


(47464) 






0, 728) 

(ieiggeptie) P; 

YOUR telegram No, 305 of 27th November. 

Persian Ministor here has asked our, advice, and requested that British Minister at 
‘Tehran should be instructed to confer with jer for Forcign Affairs. Tam ready 
to use what influence Lean to induee Persian Government to comply with Russian 
demanils, if they are as stated in your telegram No. 303 of 26th November, but it i 
sential that more time should ho'given. I have in reply to criticism here of Russian 
action as heing harsh and unfair to Persia stated the Russian case, but there is a 
strong and natural feeling that failure to prevent return of ex-Shah and inherent 
weakness of Persian Government afford a valid plen for some consideration, 
(Bind of 1) 


Foreign Office, November 28, 1911. 







































‘The Russian Government gave reasonable expectation that they would withdraw 
troops when once the two demands as originally formulated had been complied with. 
‘Tho Persian Government have nov carried out the Russian wishes in these two points, 
and I fail to seo that late events in any way justify an advance to Tehran, or, indeed, 
an adyanco beyond Resht, nor is the situation of sufficient urgency for the Russian 
Government to disappoint the expectation of withdrawal of troops and then to deliver 
an ultimatum with 40 short a time limit, 

















(1) You should urge strongly that Russian demands should be put forward 
without timo limit simply as condition of withdrawal of troops; that Russia should 
then, if there is delay in complying, come tom agreement with us as to what changes 
aro requires! at Tehran to secure her interests, My publie statements here have shown 
how clearly wo fect that those interests must not be pre} 

You should represent all this in strongest manner both to Pi 
and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

(Repeated to ‘Tehran, No. 388.) 














ident of Council 












(47911) No. 386, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir 



















#, Buchanan. 





Sir, 





M0 ember 28, 1911, 
very seriously about the ‘prospect 





T SPOKE to the Russian Ambassador to-day 
in Porsin, 












[explained that the dispute between Russia and Persia did not concerr us 
directly; Hut that the consequences of the Russian action might be very serious. I 
said Unit, whethor the things in Mr. Shuster’s pamphlet were right or wrong, the 
situation certainly became intolerable when the official of one Government distributed 


‘attacks upon avother Government; but this would hardly justify a precipitate 
gceupation of Tehran, I then used all the arguments contained in my telegram 
No. 737 to you of to-day, and added what have already told you of my apprehensions 
‘us to the Anglo-Russian Agreement, 

‘Phe Russian Ambassador said that Russian opinion was very much stirred, and 
felt that there must he an outright settlement with Persia; but he did not deprecate 
any of the sugiestions whieh T made. 














Tam, &. 
E, GREY. 























(46087) No. 387, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Ose, November 28, 1911. 
LAM directed by Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to transinit to you herewith copy of 
a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran relative to the alleged violation by 
the British Indian authorities of the Baluch-Persian frontier near Piran.* 
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__ In view of the wish expressed by the Government of India that the question of 
this frontier should not be opened, Sir E. Grey is disposed to approve Sir G. Barelay's 
proposal to abstain from replying to the note addressed to him by the Persian Govern- 
ment on the subject. Iam, however, to suggest that, if the Marquess of Crewe sees 
no objection, the Government of India should be moved to cause an enquiry.to be 
made into the circumstances of the case, and, if it is shown that a violation of the 
frontier has in fact taken place, to take measures to iprevent: any recurrence of the 
incident, which might afford to the Persian Goverament a plausible pretext for raising 
the question of th frontier in spite of tho desire of the Clovernment of India, that 4 
should be allowed to rest, 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLED, 





[47322] No, 388, 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived November 29.) 
(No. 608) 
(Telearaphic.) TR. 

MY telegrams Nos, 596 and) 599. 
In reply to my aide-ménoire I have now received memorandum thanking His 
Majesty's Government for their good offices. 

Memorandum states that on His Majesty's Goverament's friendlyadvice and on the 
strength of the understanding that Russian troops would be withdrawn, Porsian 
Government have lost no time in fully complying with Russian demands, 

_., Troops Janded before the receipt of my aidemémoire have hithorto not been 
withdrawn and disembarkations are occurring daily at Enzeli, and tho force at Rosht 
is mow nearly 2,000. 

Ai 
will continu 
“which was the deters 
Russian desiderata.”" 

Sent to Constantinople and St, Petersburgh, 


Tehran, November 29, 1911, 
























[47827] No. 389, 
G09) 8° & Barclay to Sir Baiward Grey —(Rereieed Novomber 20: 
legtaphic.) Ry 
MY telegram No. 589 of 20th November, 
Japanese have arrived Bushire and ask resident's advice as to proper channel for 
all complaints and claims against tho Persian Government. ‘They havo letters of 
introduction from their consular authorities asking our good ollices. 


tossed mins teference to you, I am authorising resident to attest their statement of 
losses, 





‘Teliran, November 29, 1911, 











(47828) No. 390. 


Sir G. Barclay (o Sir Edward G 





(Received November 20.) 
(No. 610,) 
(Teles ane Tehran, November 29, 1911, 
RUSSIAN ultimatumn was presented at noon to-day on ‘exact lines of Sir G. 
Buchauan's telegram No. 303 of 26th November. 
mpliance is demanded within forty-eight hours, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 











(1524) 


Vv 
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[47834] No, 391. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 

No, G11) 
(iebenplie ) Rk Tehran, November 20, 1911. 

MY telegram No, 610 of 20th November. ag 

Ulkimatcn contains no promise to withdraw troops on compliance with demands. 

Minister for Foreign. Affairs has sent his "chef de cabinet again to appeal fo our 
good offices to obtain some mitigation of demands, or at any rate an extension. of the 
Bominl of grace, Demands came to Persian Government ax a complete surprise, and 
Torn allowed wives them no time to deliberate. i 

Heatked ine for advice. Treplied that I had no instructions, but that T personally 
thought that the Persian Government had better yield without delay. 

‘tepeated to St, Petersburgh.) 












[47893] 





(Received November 20.) 





Sir G, Buchanan to Sir 
(No, 312.) 

(Tolegrap P. St. Petersburgh, November 29, 1911. 
RUSSIA, and Pers 

At visits which I paid today to M, Kokovtsoff and ML Nératof Tread to both of 
them your telegeanis ‘Nos. 728 of tho 28th November and 736 of the 20th November, 
ts thiv method seeined to mo Vest calculated to impress them. T made use of every 
argument possible; T pointed out that if our influence was to be used at Weliran we 
must have time in, hich to uso it that public opinion in England might be estranged 
by. the action which Russia was now taking, and that, without the support of public 
opinion, no understanding was worth. anything, " 

My frat visit was paid to M. Nératof, who told:ane that he was not yet in possession 
fof thonctual text of tho ultimatum, which was only tobe delivered this morning, but 
that the instructions sent to M, Poklowski by the Russian Government were correctly. 
fziven in my telegram to. you No, 803 of the 26th November, the only modification in 
Mrethrvo poluts mentioned being an addition to the effect that particulars as to the exact 
Aiount cL indemnity required and as to the manner of its payment would be settled 
ston Russia had established how much the expedition had actually cost. 

‘All that Leu induc M, Nératof to concede in the matter of an extension of the 
time limit was tHat_no orders for an advance from Resht would be telegraphed to the 
troops before nest. Siturday. He said, however, that if the Russian Government 
Mrectved. trum Persin 4 definite written assurance that all three demands would be 
complied with, he would then granta delay of fifteen days jn which the Persian Govern- 
trent night make all arrangements necessary in connection with the departure of Mr. 
Shuster, 

Te said that. ho belioved that on Persia complying with the demands the Russian 
foreo wold bo withdrawn and that the Russian Government would not insist on the 
indemnity being paid 

any sulisoque with M. Kokovtsoff I said. that 
‘assurances did not go for enough. I pressed his Excellency to allow sufficient time for 
Our vo Ministers at ‘Tehran t0 eo-operate and effect a settlement which would prevent 
tho necessity of resorting to foree. 

M. Kokovtsoff said that we must not lose sight of thel fact that Russia had been 
offonded in herdignity, apoint which carried great weight with the Emperor that the 
Presentation of an ullisuatum) in a form which could leave no hope for compromise was 
the only: way of bringing home to the Persians that Russia was really inearnest ; that at 
the last meeting of the council of Ministers he had reduced to their minimum the 
Uemands which had been originally suggested ; that Russia had no desire to send her 
troops to Teliran, and that he would be most grateful if you would assist in inducing the 
Poruans to give way; that he gathered that it was the manner of presenting the 
demands and not the demands themselves to which you objected, and that, if I would 
furnish him with eopies of the telegrams which Lhad read to him he would lay them 
Tar ditoating of tho Connell of Ministers to be held to-morrow, explaining’ to the 
council that they constituted a matter of grave importance. 

‘MM. Kokovteoff assured me positively that if Persia complied with the three demands 
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the Russian troops would be withdrawn, even if they had already been advanced as far 
‘25 Tehran, and that Russia would present no fresh demands, though the increased cost 
of the expedition would have to be added to the amount of the indemnity to be required, 
He would not play the Shylock in the matter of the indemnity, but would give the 
Persians reasonable time in which to pay it, and the troops would not be kept in Persia. 
till it was paid. 

He would see what could be done with regard to increasing the timo limit or 
ordering a halt at Kesvin for a week or ten days, as I had suggested, but before giving 
me any definite assurance on these points he must first consult bis colleagues, 

Tn accordance with his request Lam furnishing him with paraplirases of your two 
telegrams, and I hope that the decision of the Council of Ministers will be communicated, 
to me by to-morrow evening. Until the council has pronounced its decision T ennnot 
guarantee that any of the assurances given me by M, Kokovtsolf will be upheld. 

Tn my conversation with M, Nératof we spoke of the steps that the Persian Govern 
ment sliould take in order to secure the establishment of friendly relations with Russia, 
The only suggestion that M. Nératof could offer was that Persia should give expression 
to her desire to establish such friendly relations with her Russian neighbours. 














(47769) ~ No. 393. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buckianai. 

No, 736.) + id 
(Telographic.) Re Foreign Osice, November 20, 1911. 

PERSIAN Minister has again asked advice, and Ihave told him that T ean say 
nothing definite till I know exactly how Russian demands are formulated and can say, 
for certain that compliance will secure withdrawal of Russian troops. I have, 
however, told him definitely that Shuster makes things impossible, 

“It is obvious that Persia cannot pay an indemnity, and T assume Russian troops 
will not remain till actual payment has been made if everything else is sottled. | To 
‘exact indemnity before Persin has obtained a loan would he fatal, to any prospeet. of 
improvement of southern rads, and would thereby further intensify damago to British 
trade. 

Tt is important that I should know text of Russian demands, and whether it ean 
be said definitely that compliance will secure withdrawal of troops, 

Persian Minister represents to me that he desires advico as to how now Persian 
Cabinet must act generally to secure friendly relations. with Russia, and Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs may be able to. say something on this point also. 
Impression made on me by Persian Minister is that Persian Government realise how 
Serious situation is, Ho admits unwisdom of Shuster in distributing pamphlet. 






































{47770} No. 304, 


Rdwand Grey to 






Buchanan. 





ReaD) 
Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIA. 

My immediately preceding telegram. 

Count Benekendorf came to see me to-day, and I gave him the substance of my 
tolegrain to T told his Excellency that if Russian treatment of the Persian 
Government became too exacting, it might ecome nesary for me to make some 
wublie statement to the effect that we found ourselves obliged to discuss with the 
Russian Government how far the consequences of Tussian action in, Persia had 
impaired the principle of the Anglo-Russian agreement. ‘This would give the 
appearance that the Anglo-Russlan agteemet was les sll than formerly, and would 
thereby have a most unfortunate effect on foreign policy generally. 

Tt would be better perhaps if you were t0 let. the Russian Government hear this 
from Count Benckendorft himself, atd were not to go so far in your own conversations, 


Foreign Osco, November 29, 1911, 
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[46980] No, 395. 





reign Office to Anglo-Jercish Association. 





2 Foreign Offce, November 29, 1911. 

I AM diveoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 24th instant relative to an enquiry’ addressed to your association by: the 
‘Allianco israslite universelle, of Paris, as to whether the masters whom they have 
‘Appointed to theie schools at’ Shiraz: can eafely procoed to their posts from Bushire, 

Tas to inform yon, in reply, that the Intent intelligence in Si E, Grey's ion 
shows no improvement’ in the state of the Bushire-Shiraz road, and that he cannot 


ir, 








take tho responsibility of expressing an opinion that persons travelling along it would 
Io satis from uttack, 


Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[47946] No, 396. 
Sin @, Bavelay to Siv Biward Grey—(Receired November 30.) 

No, G12) . 

(vious hig) Tehran, November 30, 1911. 
BRITISH vico-consul at Resht reports that there are now at Resht about 1,900 

Russian troops, He understands that 700 more left Enzeli yesterday, and that two 

further transports have since arrived. 

(Repeated to St Petersburgh.) 











(47947) No. 397. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Kaicard Grey—(Receiced November 30.) 





So) R Teliran, November 80, 1911. 
OUR telegram No. 736 of 20h November to St, Petersburgh received: last 















night, 
Bollowing is full substanc 


1 


‘come und 


of demands :— 





al of Shuster and Tecoffre; other persons engaged by Shuster will 










au Government must undertake not to engage foreigners without previous 
an and British, Legations. ¥ 

ent by Persian Government of the espenses of present Russian military 

oxpedition to Porsia. Manner of paymont and exact sian will be settled after Persian 
srnment’s reply has been received. 











After stating these demands, note gives following reasons for making ther + 


Absolute necessity of obtaining, compensation for Russians having been forced to 
soni troops to Persia and for Shustor’s recent offeusive actions towards Russia, and 
algo the sincere des nov to remove principal source of conflict which hae 
aurigon, and. for, future t lations upon which the two Governments can build 
ip friendly aud stable relations, atid to give a prompt and satisfactory solution to all 
Hisssian matters nnd pending questions. 















Noto concludes hy stating that Russian Minister cannot wait more than forty-eight 
ours for fullilnent of these conditions, duriug which troops will remain at Resht. 
If hefore exp ed, or answer is unsatisfactor 
tioops will adlvan Tease. 

(Ropoated to St, 







(of course inden 
rotersburzh) 
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(47848) No, 398. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received November 30.) 
(No. G14) 
(Telegraphic) P. ehran, November 30, 1911. 
RUSSIA and Persia, 


Please see my immediately preceding telegram of to-day. 

A message has just reached me from the Persian Government to the effect that 
they attach less importance to the far-reaching demands in the ultimatum than to the 
explanations (see penultimate paragraph of my telegram No. 613), a8 they fear that 
these latter Jeave the door open for any further claims that Russia may desire to 
formulate, and even for a demand that Persia adopt any particular form of Government 
that it may suit Russia to see established here, 








[47956] No. 399. 
__ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received November 30.) 
(No. 615,) 
(elowraphig) P. Tehran, November 30, 1911, 





SHOA-ES-SULTANEH, 

Tho Russian Government have taken the mother of Shoa-es-Sultanch and her 
property under Russian protection. ‘This action has been taken in response to a 
telegram addressed by the lady to the Emperor and Empress of Russia, 

tis to be feared that she may utilise this protection to claim that the property, the 
confiscation of which provoked the recent troublesome action of the Russian consul- 
general here, be restored to her, 

















(47949) No. 400, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived November 302) 
(No, 616.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 30, 1911, 
RUSSIA and Persia, 


Please see my telegram No, 613 of this morning, 

Russian Government have now authorised their Minister to announce to the 
Persian Government that, they will withdraw their troops as soon as (1) the first part 
of the first condition has been de facto fultilled ; and (2) tho Persian Government havo 
undertaken to fulfil the second part of the first condition, and also condition two, and 
hive promised to pay an indemnity. ‘The mode of settlement and the actual amount 
of the indemnity may be left over for discussion at a later date. 








(47965) No. 401. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Noveniber 30.) 
(ilegraghio) tf 
(Tele; hic.) . Tehran, November 30, 1911 
TERR ant Persia. 


Russian Minister has just informed Minister for Foreign Affairs that the troops 
ld be withdrawn as soon as the three conditions are satisfied, as indicated i 
mediately preceding telogram of this afternoon, 
fer for Foreign Affairs subsequently visited me, and spoke of the explanati 
contained in the Russian note (seo my telegram No, 613, penultimate paragraph), wh 
hhad caused the Persian Government such anxiety. Ho said that he had received 
assurances from the Russian Minister; in view of these he appeared no longer anxious 
on that point. Ho laid, however, great stress on the fact that it was impossible to 
comply with the demands in the time allowed. ‘The opinion in the Medjliss was 
strongly against compliance, ard it was a physical impossibility for him to win over by 
3K 
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to-morrow a majority to his way of thinking, He added that he had lays een most 
sincerely anxious to smooth relations with Russia, ; 

He hopes that the Russian Government will not utilise this delay as.a pretext for 
putting forward other demands than those already presented. 





(47990) No, 402. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey —(Reeeived November 30.) 
(No, 313.) 
{aslegegh ) 2 St. Petersburgh, November 20, 1911. 
RUSSIA and Persia, i teen. 
M., Nératof is still at the meeting of the Couneil of Ministers (whieh is still sitting, 
at 7 vat), but M, Klemm has just sent me the following message:— 


(2) “Russian Minister at Tebran has been informed that Persian reply will be 
considered sutisfuctory. if within forty-eight hours Persian Government state in 
Writing that the three demands are formally accepted and that dismissal of Shuster and 
Tecafivs is an accomplished fact. Since, however, formalities connected with Shuster’s 
Ainnissal may require some time, Russian Minister is authorised to allow Persian 
Government elay which he judges necessary for complete regulation of position of 
thut olfcial. Aw to cost off expedition, it will be sufficient that Persian Government 
should now agree to settle that matter when amount shall have been fixed. 

“Ifa autisfactory answer is roosived, detachment will not advance beyond Resht, 
but its recall to Russta can only take place when Shuster affair is complotoly settled.” 





[47991] No. 403. 


+ Gi, Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received November 30.) 

(No. 314) 

(Melegtaphic,) R. St. Petersburgh, November 30, 1911. 
MY immediately preceding t 
‘Aw Acting Minister for Foreiign Affairs could not reecive mo, T wrote privately, 
ingg out that lettor sent tome made no mention of further delay at Kazvin or of 
ont of the Conncil’s assurance respecting recall of troops. 
Following is Ihis answer :— 


“Ne royards halt of troops at, Kazvin, it, was do 
to order troops to rest there for a few days, without fixing ex 

“Wo have, [ think, time enough before us to discuss this qu 

“A regards question of recall of our troops, it is difficult for 
eategorical ‘ss all will depend on cireumstances under which march into 
tho interior will take place, Atypresont moment it is not our intention to formulate 
other demands beyond those already kuown, but if we are obliged to employ foree in 
order to earry business, our demands may be increased.” (End of R.) 


Krom M, Nératof’s letter it, appears that M, Kokovtsoff has again gone farther 
in his assurances (0 me than his colleagues on the council are prepared to go. In 
those circumstances, L think it would be better that I should deal in future exclusively 
with M. Nératof, who is much more careful in his language. M. Kokovtsoff is not 
Only insufficiently posted in Persian affairs, but Tam informed that two reactionary 
members of the Council of Ministers oppose him in that body, and are working. to 
bring about his downfall in co-operation with a party at court. 

Lam to soo M. Nératof to-morrow, and will make enquiry about the “explanations” 
in the Russian note to which Sir G, Barclay refers in his telegram No, 613 of to-do 

From M. Noratot’s assurances, however, and from the terms of Sir G. Barclay’ 
tologram No. 616 of to-day the troops will presumably be withdrawn when the 
Tre of Shustor and Lecoffro has heen actually carried ont, and when the Persian 
Goverment has given an engagement to comply with the other demands put forward 
in the ultimatum, 

T very much fear that, unless’ a satisfactory answer is given at once, the Persian 
Goyernment will be called upon later on to pay for it. 
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(47949) ‘No. 404. 


Oe, ey Sir Rdieard Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 
wlegraphio.) I. Foreign Ofer, 
T HAVE told: Persian Minister that wo’ ar eet situation with Russian 
Government, but there can be no question of Russia withdrawing the three demands ; 
that if these are complied with at once details may be arranged favourably afterrard, 
but that delay in complying will inevitably mean advance of Russian troops 
‘ou may inform your Russian colleague and Persian Minist. i i 
Ege eee ve nil Ei Mins Broa 





[47893] No. 405. 


8 Sin Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, November 30, 1911 
YOU may inform Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs of my telegram No. 302 
the 20m Novenber to Sir G. Barclay ESRD See oS gE 

wwe mado a. statemont to-day in Parliament admitting that situation is serious, 
and must be diseussed with the Russian Goverment, After Persian Government 
submit to three demands, it will be essential that Russian Government should 
co-operate in facilitating appointment of such foreign advisers as are necessary, and in 
‘enabling Persian Government to obtain a loan, 


(Confidential.) 


Ithough it is at present premature to raise the question, Persia will never be in 
a position to pay an indemnity, and it might be a good thing if later on the Russian 
Government withdrew that condition, and iained in its place some other concession, 
9. the satisfactory settlement of some outstanding question with Russia, if not the 
recognition of the Anglo-Russian agreement. i 


Se —e 


[47461] No, 406. 


Foreign Office to India Ofice, 
Sir, Foreign Office, Nov 
i reign Ogiee, November 80, 1911 
Sic DICT gotorenee to my letter of the 2ard instant, Tam’ dicted by Soorotary 
ir E. Gruy to transmit, to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, the 
accompanying copies of telggraphio correspondenos with His Majesty's Miniter. at 
Toban respeeting the provision ‘of temporary quarters for the Indian troup now at 
Sir E, Grey does not think that the expenditure required for thy punch i 
i ink ‘expen nine ly purchase of a sit 
for this. purpose would be justified, tnt, ithe Government of India will nocopt halt 
the cost involved in the erection of the necessary buildings, the Lords Commi 
tho ‘Treasury will be approached with a view to the remainder be 
Imperial funds, 
tint ad that Farther communention will by addreasl to you as oon a an 


n ners of 
ing charged against: 


1am, &e, 
LOUIS MALLE, 


Se 


(48041) No. 407. 


Mesers, Lllinger and Co, to Foreign Ogice.—(Reevived December 1.) 


28, Oxford Strect, Manchester, 
Aa 8 A k November 29, 1911, 
JHE Moin now writes us particulars of the desision of the Pa PAG 


ai men a ( 
whieh as Rips ial by the Medjliss, confining to him for « period of ten years 


Sir, 


© Nos. 932, 944, 972, and 973, 





220 


We understand, however, from the Muin that he has been obliged to accept this 
decision in the meantime to recover his money, but in doing so he has reserved all bis 
fights to pursue his clains-to bis concession, whith was ‘granted him in perpetuity, an 
his rights in which have been usurped. : 4 
Min Rit these cirouastances 1 appears to.us that it would be unfair to the Min to 
‘any longer delay sending. him our replies to his two letters of the 7th October, eopies 
of whieh we sent you on the 30th ultimo for your approval an unless, ae ee 

5 to this course, we now propose to post to him the two letters in question 
vor hove repeatedly pointed out to. you the urgent need of immediate action on 
the part of His Majesty's Government it fulfilment of the pledges which have been 
made to us, and we much regret that we are still without any response to our letters 
‘of the goth ultimo and the th and 13th instant. 

We are, ke. 

ELLINGER axp Co. 





[48063] No. 408. 
Sir @, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 


phi a oul. 
(Melegraphic.) Ri, __ Tehran, December 1, 1 
(re DOWLEL wae assnasinated this morning. There appears to be some 

nit in the town on account of this occurrence, and also in connection wi 
Russian ultimatum. 





(48064) No. 409, 
Sir G. Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 


(No, 619. 
(Tele er ie) Xt. Tehran, December 1, 1911. 
M 


MLASS this morning voted rejection of Russian [?]’ demands practically 
‘unanimously. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





(48125) No. 410. 


Sir G, Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Rteceived December 1,) 

(No. a yer 
(Lelographie.) 2. 

CAPTAIN STOKE st ihe 

It is very desirable to got rid of Stokes as soon as possible, in view of the 
excitement prevailing here. ‘The Russian, Minister hears on reliable authority that, he 
is taking part in meetings hetd at Shuster's house; at these miectings tho situation and 
the possibility of offering resistance to the Russian troops are discussed. It is 
impossible, of course, for me to say positively that he has done anything yet to provoke 
at breach of the pea Pee ee 

My Russian colleague comments on the very delicate situation which might arise 
whore Uitish officer appears to be mixed up with the enemies of Russia, and ho asks 
whether there is no way of getting rid of Stokes and thus avoiding the difficulty, 

Would it not be possible to send him a telegram to the effect that he wil 
considered a deserter unless lie leives Tehran immediately * If he ignored the order 
‘and continued to stay here, have I the power to deport him 


‘Tehran, December 1, 1911. 





(48126) No. 4M 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received December 1-) 


) Teliran, December 1, 1911, 
has been niuch excitement throughout day, and several anti-Russian 
demonstrat 
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‘There seems no doubt that Ala-ed-Dowleh was assassinated owing to his Russian 
sympathies. 
(Gent to St, Petersburgh.) 





[48127] No. 412, 


Sir G. Bardlay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived December 1.) 
(No. 622.) 


(Telegraphic.) R. 
: MY tclegrom No, 619 of let. December, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs resigned after rejection by the Medjliss of the Russian 
demands, 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 


Tehran, December 1, 1911. 


48129) No. 413. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 1.) 
(No. 316.) 
(Welewraphiic.) P. 

RUSSIA and Persia, 

I spoke to M. Nératof to-day in the sonse of your telegram No. 745 of tho 
30th November. His Excellency said that the Russian Government intended to do all 
in their power to assist Persia to appoint new foreign advisers and to negotiate a loan. 
He also explained to me in a satisfactory manner the points in the Russian note which 
had roused the apprehensions of the Persian Government (seo Sir G. Barclay's 
telegram No. 614 of the 30th November), 

M, Nératof then said that an official communication had to-day been made to 
M. Poklowski announcing that the Medjliss refused to comply with the demands 
presented by Russia, 

He had expected that the Persian Government would not accept the demands, but 
he had thought that they would content themselves with leaving tho Russian note 

wswered, and he regretted that they had sent a written refusal, If thoy had sent 
xno reply te door would have been left open for further conversation. Tn. aecordance 
with his promise to me, the troops would not be ordered 19 advanee till, to-morrow 
afternoon, and a halt of a few days would be made at Kazvin on their arrival at that 
place. ‘The Persian Government, it was evident after the categorical refusal which 
they had just given, would never yield so long as the present Medjliss remained in 
session, ‘The only hope now was that the Medjliss might be sent about its business, 
‘The Regent. was hardly the sort of man to dissolve the Medjliss, even if tho terns of 
the constitution gave him the power to do s0, a point on which, M. Nérjtof said, ho 
was not ar. ‘There was the possibility, however, of a coup d'Blat by the 
Vakhtiari, Sardar Assad was now at Baku, and would ‘be allowed to pass freely 
through the Russian lines on his arrival in Persia, 

T again impressed on his Excellency the complications which might result from a 
Russian advance on ‘Tehran, pointing out the likelihood of its giving rise to fresh 
incidents which would in turn occasion fresh demands, Russia would hiaye no rogular 
Persian Government with which to deal, and there was always the possibility of the 
exShah profiting by the confusion and endeavouring to seize the throne once more, 
4 contingency to which His Majesty's Goverument would never couisent in any 
circumstances. 

M. Nératof assured me that no support whatever would be given to the ex-Shah 
by Ri Tthen remarked that we would probably have to find someone to replace 
Nasr-ul-Mulk in the regency, and M. Nératof suggested that Sardar Assad might 
have the post. I said that Thad no knowledge as to how you would regard his 

ature, 


St, Petersburgh, Decomber 1, 1911, 


[528] pea 
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absolutely necessary for the purpose of upholding Russian prestige and satisfying 
Aer aiien aTehras is, I fear, inevitable unless something unexpected happens 
in the eapital by the time the Russian troops reach Kazvin. 





(47985) No. 414. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No, 994.) 


i i December 1, 1011. 

graphic.) R. Foreign Office, 

Cre rie), possible that situation ercated by Russian ultimatum may produee 

complete chaos at ehran, You shoul co-operate wi th, your Resian ‘ales 1o 

secure that under any circumstances the full influenc ssi, Kefiok tea 
ration, will be used if necessary to. give protection to the person of gent, 

Haaretttide towards both England and Russia has been friendly throughout. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 716.) 





(47827) No. 415. 
Sir Baward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(hi a hia) R Foreign Office, December 1, 1911. 
3K teh No, 609 of 20th November. ae 
T have no cbjection to your lending good ofices in favour of Japanese if you think 
that a claim ean properly be presented on their hehalf. 
(Repeated to Tokyo, No. 63.) 





(48125) No. 416, 
Edward Grey to Sir G. Barely. 
Foreign Office, December 1, 1911. 


officer in the service 
of His Ma ces, allow himself to 
eco 
Tn the mn 





(47965) 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(Roeret “oreign Office, December 1, 1911. 
‘Peloxraphia) Re Foreign Office, December 1, 
(Telegie) adistely preceding talegram of Ist Deaember, repeating No. 894 to 
‘Tehran, 


ik Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to send instructions in this senso to 
Russian Minister at ‘Tehran. 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 395.) 





[47990] Nols: 


Sir Biteard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 748). 
(Teles was is ‘i 
RUS demands. 
‘eforence to your telégram No, 318 of Ist December. 
Peers et that the Persian Government has not been allowed a longer delay 


Foreign Office, December 1, 1911. 
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by Russia. With this reservation, M. Poklewski’s instructions seem to me satisfactory. 
‘They will presumably be communicated to the Persian Government. In view of the 
importance of my being able to make a definite statement in Parliament on Russian 
action and on the conditions on which tho Russian Government will withdraw their 
troops, you should ask whether I may state generally what these instructions are. 

You should also ask for very definite assurances in writing, stating the purpose 
with which Russian Government aro acting, and the limits of their action, as euch 
assurances are needed to allay the great anxiety concerning the Anglo-Russion 


Agreement, It is feared very naturally hero that Russian action may result in tho 
agreement breaking down. 


[47827] No, 419, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir 0, MacDonald, 
(No. 52.) 


(Telegrap! Foreign Ofico, December 1, 1911, 


IR G, BARCLAY'S telegrams Nos. 589 of 20th November and 09 of 20th 
November. 
Enquire whether Japanese Government wish us to represent them in this matter, 


T think anything we do should be limited to good offices, 
(Repeated to Thr 


wn, No, 399.) 





[47133] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 311.) 
Sir, Korein Oice, Decomber 1, 1911, 
L HAVE received your Excelleney’s telegram No, 303 of the 26th ultimo, reporting 
conversation with the Russian Minister for Foreign AMfirs relative to the Russian 
lemands on Persia and the dispatch of troops to enforee them, 
Tapprove the language used by your to M, Nératof on this occasion, 
d take note with satisfaction of the asiurance which he conveyed to you that Russia 
nplates no annexation of Persian territory. 
Tam, &e, 
B, GREY, 





(48250) No, 421, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Baicard Grey.—(Ieccived December 2,) 
(No. 623.) 
(Telegraphic) P. ‘Pehran, December 2, 1011, 

‘THE assassination of Aln-ed-Dowloh is said to haye been due to the suspicion that 
the Russian Minister mado use of him as a go-between with the Bakbtiaris to bring 
about the restoration to the throne of Mohamed Ali, 

‘Tho return of the exShah would, there is no doubt, not be distasteful. to one 
branch of the Bakhtiaris, but the other branch of the tribe is in the nscendant for tho 
moment. ‘The khans who visited the two legations on the 21st November (sew ny. 
telegram No. 592 of the same day) were representing both branches of the tribe. 

‘Ala-ed-Dowleh hiad doubtless, too, sl i ity in foste 
understanding of some kind between the Bakhtiari khang and tho Russian Mini 


SS 


(48264) No. 422, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 624.) 
(Telegraphie:) P. 
SHPUATION at ‘Tehran, 
Please seo my telegram No. 618 of yesterday. 
‘Two further attempts on the lives of reactionaries were made yesterday ; ono only 


Telivan, December 2, 1911. 





224 


resulted in the death of the coachman of the intended vietim, but the other proved 
successful. i ‘ : 

‘The leading baker, who was suspected of comering grain, was also killed 
yesterday. Prices are rising, and fears are expressed of an outbreak of bread riots. 
Shuster's energetic action in collecting malint in kind for the reeds of the capital has 
hitherto averted these, 








(48237) No, 423. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Received December 2.) 
(No, 625.) : 
(elegraphic:) P. Tehran, December 2, 1911. 
PLEASE sco last sentence of your telegram No. 401 of yesterday om 
ayed your message to Stokes in an official letter, which has, however, elicited 
nothing more than a mere acknowledgment, 





[48251] No, 424, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Badweard Grey—(Received December 2.) 
a jae Teliran, December 2, 1911, 
TRITISH consul at Resht reports that the total number of Russian troops in that 
town is now 3,600, and that houses at Resht and Enzeli are being leased for troops and 
officers for ono year and over. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(48262) No. 
Sir Gl, Barclay to Sir Bateard Gh 


72, 1911. 
n demand was communicated verbally by 
ister yesterday, but I nnderatand that the 

aire preparing a n 

Potorsburgh.) 





(48263) No. 426. 
Sir G. Buveluy to Siv Extweard Grey.—(Receiced December 2) 
‘Tehran, Decenber 2, 1911. 


pees He talls me 

1 Mains only held provided that the 

nds within forty-eight hours, ‘The 

i ich he presented. 

atm, ran 5 13 of the 30th 

= inter alia indemnity will increas 

» version of the ultiniatum given in my telegram No. 613 was taken from the 

ii toxt presented to the Persian Government, and the words “ inter ali 





225 
[48269] No. 427. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 
KG 629.) 


Telegraphic R. Tehran, December 2, 1911, 
‘OLLOWING received from His Majesty's consul at Resht to-day :— 


kan Aliant 200 men reached here ast night from Enzeli; $00:men lef ast night for 
vin. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





[48270] No. 428. 
(ee Gi) Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 


(Telegraphic.) Decode. Tehran, December 2, 1911. 
SARDAR ASSAD arrived at Enzeli from Europe last night. 





[48271] No, 429. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 631.) 
(elographic.) P. ‘Telran, Decembe 

IN a letter addressod by Shuster to the Minister of Voreign’ Affairs w 
to-day, the former declares that the pamphlet containing his letier to the 
was neither published nor circulated in Vehran by him, 

Copies, in English, of the letter were shown to a number of his friends (I' myself 
asked him to let me have a copy), and @ dozen or more copies, in Persian, wore sent to 
cortain Persian friouds, Ho replied to some of the latter, wlio enquired if he would 


object to its being published in Persian, that he certainly, had no objection to the 
public knowing the contents of an open letter to thie * Y 


(48267) No. 430. 


ic.) DP 
y and Persia, 


his own private letters and tho aide-ménotre 
‘and asked what portions of these documents you might use for 
14 propose to make in Parliament 
cellency said that there would be no objection to your quoting the second 
id third paragraphs of the aidemémoire (summarised in my telegram No, 302 of the 
ith November) beginning from “Russia having now” down. to “governing Anglo- 
Russian understanding.” ‘The full text of the aide-mémoire has been gent by bag, 
and should reach you on Mon 
He has also no objection to your making use of the private letters (seo my 
telegrams Nos. 313 and 314 of the 30th November), but the first of theso has now lost 
's refusal to comply with the Russian demands, With regard 
to the contents of the second letter, M. Nératof said that it was no longer possible for 
hin ve a definite assurance that a halt would be made at Kazvin, though 
shad been sent to the of command of the troops that he must not 
e until he had received orders to do so cither from the 
‘oreign Affairs or from M. Poklewski. Tt was possible, however, that in 
ew of the disturbed state of ‘Tehran, M. Poklewski might ask that troops should he 
sent at once to protect the Russian Legation 
enquiring whether there was anything that he could add to the assurances 


aM 
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given above, M. Nératof approved the following, after I had submitted it to him in 
writing:— 

“Should circumstances arise to render necessary presentation of further demands, 
shove demands will not go beyond questions having 9 pecnlin interest for Rossa, such 
as settlement of outstanding matters in dispute or other matters having an exclusive 
interest for Russia in zone that has been reserved to her, and will not touch questions 
‘of a general political interest” 


Having already in my possession M. Nératof's two private letters and the 
aide-mémoire referted to above, I hardly liked to ask his Excellency to give me yet 
furthor assurances in writing. 

T gather from my conversation with M, Nératof that new demands, should such 
bo presented, may include one to the effect that Russia should be given a first option 
for tho construction of all railways in the Russian sphere, or one for the formation, 
under Russian control, of a force of police, the quid pro quo being the withdrawal 
from Tabrecz of the Russian forco now stationed there. 





(48268) No, 431. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 

‘No, 318. 

(Rei hie) R. St. Petersburgh, December 2, 1911. 
MY. telegram No. 394 of 1st December to ‘Tehrar ai, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs will send instructions in the sense desired, 

but thinks that our two Ministers should consult together and agree on the names of 

tho persons to whom protection or bast should be given. He mentioned young Shah 

‘and persons of his entourage. Of cours ary force has to be employed, Russia 

would act independently. He hopes that Sir G. may be instructed accordingly, 





[47388] 


Sir Kuheurd Grey to Sir G, Bavelay, 


No, 103, 
iin ‘hie Pe Foreign Office, December 2, 1911, 
MAJOR SEOKES'S appointment snot 
‘Pho following telegram has been sent to the Indian Government, dated the 
22nd ultimo 


“An-appedl bas Dy rament begging them 
{6 recone take di Majesty's Gover refore be glad 

you could inform Stokes as follows, stating that ‘His, Majesty's Goverament consider 
Thal his first duty ss an officer in His Majesty's serviee is to obey the orders given him, 
and this to withdraw his acceptance of the post in the service of the Persian Govern- 
iment, His Majesty's Covernment consider that it is necessary for him to withdraw, 
and take upon themselves the full responsibility for such ‘The reasons which 
determined them to refuse his resignation hn explained to him at 
Jongth.!” 


Roferenco to your telegram No, 591 of 21st November. 





[48250] No, 433. 


Sir Eihcard Grey to Six G. Barclay. 
(No, 404.) 


(Pelographic) P. 


must of course avoid taking part in any intrigues wi 
Roference is to your telegram No. 
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[48129] No. 434, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 756.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Decomber 2, 1911, 
'THE language you held about the ex-Shah (see your telegram No. 316) has my 
approval. Tam glad to note that the acting Minister for Foreign Affairs agreed to it, 
‘Tehran should not be occupied by the Russians except in. the last resort, and new 
and more extensive demands should not be put forward by them, his is very 
important, and I hope that if they find it necessary to formulate fresh demands they 
will first consult His Majesty's Goverument. ‘The danger which I anticipate is that 
they may make new demands which, being neither inevitable nor consistent with the 
Anglo-Russian Agreement, I should be unable to defend. Infact, 1 am inclined to 
think that the Russian Government does not understand how easily the whole quest 
of the foreign policy of both Russia and England aight. be raised by the Persian 
question, which has already become so acute, If the Russian Government, failing 1 
realise the danger of their action, were to force the question of foreign policy upon us, 
by making it impossible for us to co-operate with them in Persia, it would be w most 
deplorable stato of affairs, 








[48522] No. 435, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 

No. 315.) 

ir, Foreign Offco, Decomber 2, 1911, 
Pond SPOKE very seriously to Count Benckendorf to-day /to my ansity about 
rersia, 

T said it was unfortunate, in the first instance, that the Russian ultimatum had 
been based upon the question of the property of the Shon-es-Sultauch : for the question 
‘was of comparatively slight importance, and the Russian case with regan to it did not soem. 
tobe very strong. It was still more unfortunate that,after we had been given to understand 
‘and, indeed, had otic, rooaivel tou ce from M. Kokovtzot—that 
the Russian troops would be withdrawn when the two demands in connection with the 
property wero complied with, and Sir George Barclay bad urged the Persian Govern. 
ment to comply, in this expectation, the troops had not been withdraw further 
demands had beon put forwand, Tt was true that there had been a daley of h few days 
in complying with the demands, but nevertheless the circumstances in which the 
Russian action was taken were not fortunate. 

hree demands bad now been put forward, With regard to the first two, as to 
Mr. Shuster and the future appointment of foreign advisers, T could not. objects 
Mr, Shuster had rejected the advios which we had given him through out Minister. in 
‘Tehran ; he had placed us in a most embarrassing position ; avd some arrangement with 

Government respecting forvign advisers was nocessiry even from the British 

Joint of, view, to prevent our being placed in such a poitio again, Tt would ave 

een better, I thought, if the Persiin Government: had been asked to promise: not to 
appoint foreign advisers without consultation with the Russian and British Leyations 
instead of being bound to ob ; but this was rather « matter of fon 

T regretted that an indemnity had been asked for, British trade had suffered much 
more than Russian trade: in fact, Russian trade in the north’ might even have gained 
by the stoppage of British trade in the south, Money was essential for the restoration 
of order in the south, and the Russian demand for an indemnity would bs felt hero 
8 injurious to the prospect of the restoration of order in the south that was 
necessary for British trade. As the demand bad been put forward, the Persian Govern- 
ment mast say “Yes” to it; but I trusted that payment would ‘either not be pressed 
for, or in some way be commuted for some other advantage Inter 

I then urged strongly upon the Ambassador that che Russian troops should not 

to Tehran, except in the very last resort; and that no further demands of a, more 
farcreaching nature should be put forward by the Russian Government without 
consultation with us, Twas afraid that the Government in St, Petersburgh did not 
realise how suddenly the Persian question, if it was mismanaged, might raise the whole 
question of foreign poliey, Itfurther demands were to bo put forward, with regard to 
hich we might be obliged to aay that they were uot justifed, oc consistent with the 
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nglo-Russian agreement, the Persian question would disappear, and the much more 
ae ‘question cl ores co , both for us and for Russia, would take its place. This 
would be most deplorable, and I was very anxious. a i 

MOE the ther band, if the Russian Government would restrict thenselret Hgts 
exiting demands, and would not go to Tehran except in the last resort, I thougl 
that we might get through the present difficulties, We might pecare & Perma 
Government who would realise that they must govern with » good on towards 
Russian interests, instead of in opposition to them. We should be able to assist. suc 
4 Governmant with forogn advisers, and ficlitate such a loan as Messrs, Seligmann's oF 
mother ou favourable terms, ‘Things in Persia might then become better than they 
ee ir cate and difficult time; and I 

But, at present, we were passing through » very delicate and difficu 

WaRitael (ete Gvemeinee oe Petersburgh did not realise what great issues 
were at stake, and what great care was needed to prevent our a 




























(48272) No. 436, ; 


Sir. Davelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 3.) 





graphic.) R. ‘Tehran, December 3, 1911, 
wlogram No, 304 of Ist December, 2 
Re Himieallitis ae Ware os than once assured Regent that he might 
count on all possible protection from the two logations, ; 
moms our tlograin was read to him, yesterday and tay Russian colleague authorised 
ano to say that he would gladly associate hin with roneed offer of protection, 
Rogont asked mo to express to you senso of his deepest gratitude and also thanked 
vis both, but said that for the momont ho did not consider himself in danger. 





















No. 437. 


(48273) 
Sir G. Parelay to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Received December 3.) 














R Velwan, December 3, 1911. 
N-RUSSIAN demonstration od yesterday. Attempts are boing made 
to establish boycott of Russian enterprises and goods. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 




















[48274] No. 438, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 3.) 





Eee ) nh. ‘Tehran, December 3, 1911. 
MY tologgram No, 622 of Ist December. : ; 
Alison et Fosstec Asie bre, ldniwn teslgnelios (being eared hat 
rejection of Russian domands by Medjliss did not imply any want of confidence in hitn. 
(Repeated to St Petersburgh.) 























[48275] No, 439, 
Sir G. Larclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived D 


Tehran, December 3, 1911. 













uber 3.) 






) 
europe) 408 ot 2ad Decent 
VC egram No, 403 of 2nd December, i 
Dee Migea aageave Guiaveenen alr efron Opyertanhtoe Tada yesterday, 
and connunieated it to Stokes. : 
1 fear, however, that he will need something more peremptory. 
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440. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 3.) 

(No, 636.) 

(Telegraphic) TR. Tehvan, December 3, 1911. 
MY telegrams Nos. 613 of 30th November and 619 of Ist December. : 
Persian Government liave now replied to Russian ultimatum ina note, 

Note urges that compliance with two original demands was ay prompt as 
compatible with Cabinet, and complains that, though no term had been stated for 
compliance with these demands, troops were suddenly Innded; and, furthermore, 
R Government presented additional demands incompatible with’ independenes 
ia, allowing too brief a period for deliberation, thus closing door to further 








discussion. 


Note continues : 





“There can be no cause for complaint until real. necessity [grou adeeypurabloy 
is shown, and until Persian Government have refused satisfaction for insult refer 
to (presumably alleged publication by Shuster of the pamphlet complained of), 
as to which there has been no discussion by tho two Governments as to whethor 
it actually occurred or not, and until there has been preliminary enquiry. 

‘Removal of differences, together with the establishment of basis of an under: 
standing and harmony, are naturally more compatible with peaceful methods, 

While inviting Russian Government to consider true state of case, the good 
Telations existing between the two Governments and importance of maintaining thom, 
T beg that Persian Government may be excused from fulfiling, demands, have 
however, the honour to inform your Excellency of the readiness of the Persian Govern, 
mont to discuss alterations in above-mentioned proposals, and to accopt. any’ just 
Proposals which may be made to Persian Government." 














(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(48277) No. 441, 
G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 3.) 





(No, 637,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
CAPTAIN STOKES, 
Reference to my telegram No. 635 of to-day’s date, 
Tam informed by Captain Stokes that he has informed treasurer-gonoral of His 
Majesty's Government's decision refusing his ion, Mr, Shuster, alth 
deeply regretting that His Majesty's Government. have decided to revoke the perth 
at first given to Captain Stokes to take up. the 
considers himself obliged to release. ( 
contracted with the treasurer-general i 
His Majesty's Government. 
‘aptain Stokes tells me tha* he intends to leave for In¢ 
terminate some purely personal affairs.” 
inte Pie OF this assurance, T venture to suggest. that he may be poremptorily 
instructed to start immediately. Such orders could perhaps bu concenten i onbodiog 
the reply to a telegram to Government of India from Captain Stokes which T a 
sending to-day. 
On the 20th October Stokes informed me that, in any 
and purely personal reasons would prevent hit from leaving Tehran for at least a 
month. “I consider, however, that recent developments make it politic for him w lena 
the country without delay. ‘The private business to which reference is made consiete 


chiefly, I believe, in the disposal of Dr. Lindley’s furniture, which could no doubt bo 
deputed to someone else, 


Teliran, December 3, 1911, 










mm 
take 1 Appointment offered to him, now 
aptain Stokes from the promise which ho had 
in consequence of that permission received from 








8 soon as ever he can. 





cago certain private business 
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No. 442. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 3.) 





[48278] 


(No, 638.) 
(Telegraphic) R. 
YOUR. telegram No. 16 S.C. 
Following is message from Stokes:— 


Tehran, December 3, 1911. 


“J propose starting for India, in accordance with orders of commander-in-chief, as 
soon as my private affairs here are settled. T request instructions as to route I am to 
travel by, and the authority from whom Iam to draw money for travelling expenses, 
With regard to route, vit London would be quicker than Suez Canal and Bushire. If 
ordered to travel vit London, will Foreign Office pay for my journey to London as it 
would Tave done had [ left Tehran at termination of my appointment as military 
aataché? 


(Addressed to India, No, 638.) 











[48279) No, 443. 
Sir G, Bayelay to Sir Edward Grey.—Received December 3.) 
Tehran, December 3, 1911, 


Pleage seo last paragraph but three and ante-penultimate paragraph of telegram 
No. 316 from St. Petersburgh, 

Tam constantly receiving reports from our a 
consul there, and by the Russian ‘Turcoman Cou 








gent at Astrabad of alleged acts by the 
nissioner at Gombad Kabus, 





Russia 
on behalf of the ox 
My despatelt 
transn xl 4 select 
Our agont at Ast 
stories, tho a 
substantiatio 
T havo informed my Russian colleague of the more plausible stories, such, for 
instance, as the dispatch of 4,000 tomans, collected for the ex-Shah by Turcomans in 
Astrabad, to Hix Majesty by sliolam of the Russian consulate. But the Russian 
inister cans hardly be oxpecte proper authority: over his consuls after the 
aman in whic is iso asul-goneral in ‘Tehran has recently been 
upheld. 
Among other stories now reported Uy our agéat in: Antrabnd fx ono respecting an 
interview between the Russian consul and the ex-Shah on the Gth November, 








of the 22nd ultimo (which left by bag on the Ist December) 
ion of these allegations, 

aul is, of course, «Persian, _T presume it would be difficult. to 
uurwy of which it is impossible to verify, at St, Petersburgh 










































(48280) No. 441, 


Sir @, Barclay to Sir Biteart Grey—( 


cid December 3.) 
(No. 610.) 
hic) P, Tehran, December 3, 1911. 

TUSSI and Persia, 

Tt would be desirable from the Tebran standpoi 
De nade in the sense of the first sentence of y 
date. Publi excitement here might be 
nitions of react 









that a public statement should 
nur telegram No. 404 of yesterday's 
|, and it would tend to stop further 








It seoms probable 


ay before long be faced by a dilemma of stale 
fat at Tehran, which latter must, it would seem, 
ly load to something in the nature of a protectorate, While my Russian 
uu would certainly weleome any: ayeans of saving his Government from such a 
dilemma by a Bakhtiari coup d’Ltat here, Uhhave no reason to think that he is acting 

to the spirit of the joint action as regards the Bakbtiaris, reported in my 
0. 07 of the 28th ultimo. 
views expressed 
changed, and {-see-no reason to alter t 

































n No, 580 of the 17th November remain 
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(48281) No. 445. 


0 on) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 3.) 
(Felegraphic.) Bn clair. Tehran, Decombor 3, 1911. 

SQUADRON of Indian cavalry on ita way to reinforce Ispalian consular escort 
came into conflict with armed tribesmen, 30th November, near Yezdikesht, One 
native officer, Major Gholam Mohainmad, was wounded in thigh, but is doing well and 
quite out of danger. 


Incident reported to Bushire, whence it will be doubtless reported to India, 





[48282] No. 446, 
Sir 





’ Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 3.) 


(No. 642.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
RUSSIA and Persia. 
Russian Miniter tells me he has sent for 25 cossacks from the Kazvin guard as 
‘an increase for the legation escort. The legation and consulate-general have nev about 


50 cossacks between them, In view of present conditions this is certainly not 
excessive. 


Tehran, December 3, 1911, 





[48362] No, 447, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey—(Received December 4.) 
(No. 223,) 





se) Teliran, November 20, 1911. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 966 of the 14th instant, I have tho Honour to 
transmit herewith, a report compiled by Mr, Churchill, of the dobate held in. the 
Medjliss on the 13th instant, at which the Medjliss voted 'a prolongation of its suasion 
by forty-six votes to six. 

















Thavo, &, 


G, BARCLAY, 





ielosnro in No, 447. 


Report by Mr. Churchill respecting Debate in the Medjtia 








(Prolongation of the S 





jon, voted by the Medjliss, November 13, 1911.) 


_LATTENDED at the first port of the sitting and heard the arguments for and 


st the proposal to prolong the session until just over half the deputies of the new 
Medjliss arrive in Teliran, 
















leas se nembers (notably 
the desirability of the prolongation, 












ticles, constitution of December 1906 (namely 
i , and 49), and for this purpose the matter was referred to the provincial 
Anjumans, which eventually cred the committer charged with the framing 
the Electoral Law to modily those articles of the constitution (ses proamble to the 
estoral Law of 1909, Sir G. Burslay's despatch No. 141 of tho 19th July, 1909) 
Telegrains having been received from eettain provinees urging the Medjliss to’ contin 
its sittings, and these telegrams having been quoted as justification for the conten, 
Plated measure, those opposing it pointed out that they did not in themselves 
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itwenci y in favour of the 
i sferendum, or show that the constituencies were really in favour of 
aes Hit ur sther tated thatthe course now contemplated ey 
dent in Ei tries, and Matin-esSultaneh, after referring 
CU Geeoait oh ie Uonp  Eacent tk eh. ciate sine inolton 
Sromv ted the words of a great. British statesman to tho effect tha 
ovine Sta eran graceful than that a Parliament: should prolong its 
own lite, i ies 
Th ts however, had very little effect, and those supporting the proposed 
pean deals oe ths Saree rk Whe country is at this moment eae 
nd the paramount necessity for the representatives’ of the people e 
Cuborament ab ts often onsture Tear pointed ove Wat al the provinces had 
Hob expres thee wishes t was Iecause some of them were prevented fom doing to 
reactionary forces, and thit if the Medjliss were to dissolve an 
Hoga sligieia) ie osientar ois constitution ‘would. find. meons to” prevent 
sections from taking place, and thoreby to put off the reassembling of Parliament 
indefinitel 
Sai gamietnnas was put to the vote 
votes to six, The Inw, as passed, was briefly as follows :-— 


‘That the Medjliss will continue to sit until one more than half of the members of 
tba ie Shall ince aed Tehran, and that the Government will take 
imieasures to bring about cleetions as soon as possible, 






































d agreed to by forty: 











No, 418, 


(48347) 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Badward Grey—(Received December 4.) 





. Pet 
IN tho conversation which Thad with the A ! Al 
iioetitly after my return to my piston which I reported in my telegram, No, 286, 
Gontdenta ofthe 1h natant Xk to his Bxelleny rary seriously, of the cn 
qucnees which might rut from a Hunn eecupaton of Tehran, The Anglo-t 
lerstanding, whieh was based on the principle of Persian integrity and ing 
Reece “x severe shook, while Mosk n- sentiment in India would be pnd 
ated, T urge iin therefore, not to ae oer for an edvance from Kay 
Wwans of exercising pressure on the Persian 
Leia atoee CT Mier les uals AGH TERI RERRIEIE Ute 1 elapsed to allow the 
occupation of Kuzvin to produce its elfeet, [farther reminded him how, in your di 
in, the Anglo-Russian understanding intact, yon hadi always’ tried to meet 
Russin's wishes, and low you had repeatedly defended bier action when it was criticised 
in Pasianent. There si tiowever English pute opinion of which you had to 
take account ; and as, in 9 provocation which Russia might have receive 
tho thet remained that the nssacks had endeavoured to provent the seizure of 
a property, belong \lers of the late insurrection, it would not be 
any tos yoo jan 1 of the capital on uccount of this incident, 
ie the course of his reply, M. Nératof gi e the positive assurance that the 
principle on which the An 































































lo-Russian understanding was founded would be maintained 
intact, and that nothing which the Russian Government might do would strike at the 
integrity. of Porsin, He dismissed, however, the idea of exercising pressure by the 
claire of customs-louses ns being quite inadequate, and declined to grant the Persian 

ernment any further delay ater the arrival of the troops at Kazvin, He based 
this refusil on. the grounds that the Russian Minister at Tehran had broken off 
Aiplomatio relations with the Persian Government, and that Russia could not without 
loss of prestige address any further comn to that Government, He rejected 
‘a proposal which Thad made, that he should send a last warning message through the 
Pein cnn afhirs here but raed uo objection when T put frward the personal 

zestion that Sir George Barclay might, perhaps, warn the Persia Government that 
had born told that unless satisfaction was at ouce given to Russia, not only would 
‘Tehran be occupied, but. that Russia's demands would, as bis Excellency had already 
info me, be ineremed tho frthe abe advan into he county, 

In rolerring to the incident to which the seizure of Shoa-es-Sultaneh's property had 
given rise, M. Nératof said that the Russian Government had uever disputed the right 











































of the Persian Government to confistatu the property of persons who had taken part 
in the late rebellion. ‘They had acquiesced in Principle ia such a procedure, but in 
this particular case the Persian Goverment had failed to notify the ‘Russian 
Legation that it was Shoa-es-Sultaneh’s property that was about to be seized, while the 
gendarmerie sent to take posession of it had carried off various implements belonging 
{ the Russian farmers who had leased the property. ‘This incident, however, was but 
one of a series of provocative measures that had been inspired by Mr, ‘Shuster; 
and it was the cumulative effect of these wets that had forced the Russian Govmentent 
to take action. His Exeelleney’s language clearly showed that Russia is bont on 
bringing about the full of Mr, Shuster, and that if the Medjliss refusos to consent to his 
dismissal, she will endeavour to get rid of the present Chamber by having the date of 
the new elections anticipated. T'told him that if the oceupntion of ‘Tehran by Tussian 
troops were to lead to the departure of the Regent and the overturn of the present 
Fégime, there was one thing to which His Majesty's Government would never grea, 
namely, the return of the ex-Shah. His Exeellenoy replied that he did not believe that 
the Regent would go, and that his Highness could count on Russia's support, The 
measures that she was taking were of a purely provisional character, and’ their solo 
object was to secure the redress of her grievances: and on my enquicing what 
AiAiction the Persian Government eould give to induce her to withdraw her troops, 
M. Nératof replied that shie would reeall them as soon aa she was notified of Mr, Shusters 
disinissal, and that were he to go, slie vould even abandon her demand with regard te 
the replacing of the Treasury. gendarmes by Persian Cossacks on Shonces-Sultanolys 
property. 

In the course of our conversa 
M. Poklewski had always worked 
Majesty's Government great, satisfioti 
action of subaltern officials 




















mn, T observed that the loyal manner in whiglt 
concert with SiG, Barelay had afforded His 
but. that it would be deplorable were the 
© M. Pokhitonoft, who might not be so friendly disposed 
w existence of the Anglo-Russian understanding by the 
creation of incidents with a view to forcing the hand of their Government, M°Neutor 
rere was no danger of this, and that M, Pokhitonoff had found himself 
‘on in which ie wus bound to not. His Execllenoy admitted, however, 
ight have prooeeded in'« more judicious manner, and told mo in eonfidenes 
Hat the subaltora oficial whom ho had went. to Shon-ce-Sultaneh's house would shorty 
pe recalled for having exceed. his instructions, M. Nératof added with n smile, they 
Major Stokes, who was stil livis Mr. Shuster, was also a subordinato official 

‘Two days after my interview with M. Nératot T called on the President of. the 
Council, and delivered’ to him the messages with which the King and you had 
charged me. 

J fold M, Kokovtsoff that the King had went for mo on the ove: of hia departure 
for India, and had commanded me to say that there was nothing which he had eo mach 
tb heart ‘as the maintenance derstanding with Russia, and that His 
Majesty was conic ¥y would prove as true a friend to England as 
Peake Mk Stolypin, whose death Hin Majesty wo grently doplored. Iin Aajsaty, 
1 suid, counted on his Excellency to do all that was, possible to maintain an tide: 
Ntaudlingg which, while offering a present: guarantes for the preservation, of pongo, could 
te itl to promote the best interests of the two countries, His Majesty was’ aware 
that betiwoen two great Empires, whose interests exteuded over the whole yorld, ihwes 
jaritable that differences should trom time to time arise but he cherished the hops 
that, when that happened, the two Governments would always approach the questions 
«issue in a conciliatory spit. and thus avoid any possible misunderstanding! Talo 
caureyed to ML Kokotteoff friendly messages from yourself, assuring hin thal you 
ssosinted yourself in all that the King hud commanded moto says thet you hed hooey 
[ith much pleasure of his appointment to the Presidency of the Councih knowing. the 
srcat servioes that he hid already rendered this country ; and that his Exeellency could 
always count on you as a sincere friend of Russia to collaborate with hive for the 
cultivation of the best possible relations between the two countries, 

M. Kokovtsoff expressed his grateful thanks for theso messages, which he would at 
Torta utictte to the Emperor, who waruly desired a good understanding with 
England, His Exoe eney then, proceeded to take a retrospective survey of Anglo- 
Russian relations. The foundation of our present undorstiming. lind, kp. said, Yoog 
Ait Uy Lord Hardinge, when he was Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, aud the ork at 
fringing about a serious rapprochement between the two eounitrics kad beck taken up 
b - Nicolson. He was himself’ at that time Minister of Finance, and as such hil 
[uses] 30 
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operated with M. fsvolsky for the establishment of the Anglo-Russian understanding. 
Soe ake Re ha ice aa tveer te Emperor with the qnerous duties of Presigent 
of the Counel, he would devote all bis lors to maintain it, He deeply fle the 
responsibility that rested on bim af having to steer the sip of State in these troublous 
times; but if the future should prove that his strength was not equal to the task, he 
ould at any rate assure mo that he was inspired by the very best intentions 
T said that, in my opinion, the surest way of avoiding any possible mi 
standings was for us always to be perfectly frank with each other, and, 
Excollay oorllyassenting, 1 proceeded to speak of tho prownt situation in Peri, 
‘using much the same language as that which T had employed in my conversation wit 
M. Nératof. I explained to his Excellency the serious preoccupation which it was 
i ting out that it would not’be easy for you to justify in Parliame 
iran by Russian troops on account of the incident connected with the 


be to the interests of both our Governments were the present incident to be used for 
the purpose of establishing a normal state of affairs at ‘Tehran, The constitution was 
-at present being worked in a one-sided manner, and the Medjliss had arrogated to itself 
executive powers to which it had no tight. It was necessary, in his opinion, to restrict 
the rdle of that Chamber to that of a purely legislative assembly, to constitute a Sonate, 
and to increase the powers of the Regent. It would, moreover, be most desirable to 
procure the dismissal of Mr. Shuster, as, so long as he remained at ‘Tehran, ponding 
questions like that of the appointment of M. Lecofive would nover be settled, woh 
even were that appointment now to be cancelled there was no guarantee that similar 
‘ones would not be made in the future, 

I replied that if the Russian troops were to be retained in Persia till this 
programme had been carried through, they would have to remain there for months ; 
thatthe President of the Council had attached no conditions to the asserensee wieehe ng 
had given me with regard to their recall beyond compliance with the two demands 
already presented, and thot hia Bxoclleney hd not cealtted those nssurances by stating 
that the two deinands must be complied with before the troops touched Persian erritor 
As this was a matter to which you attached great importance, I trusted that. the 
Russian Governnient would adhere strictly to what M. Kokovtsofl had suid, I further 
suggested that when M. Poklewski recsived the visit of apalogy from the Persian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, he might state that the tronps had beon recalled in the 
hope that the Persian Government would now come to an arrangement with them for 
the settlement of all outstanding questions and for placing rolations on a friendly and 
stable basis. Tadded that in such a caso I was sure that you would give him all the 
‘support you could, 

M_ Nératof replied that he was as anxious as you were for the recall of the troopa, 
but that when once this step was taken there would be no. guaranteo against, the 
recurrence of other incidents entailing the dispatch of further troops, 

On the following day, M. Nératof informed me-that he had communicated to the 
President of the Council all that’ I had told him, but that, asa portion of the troops 

dy arrived at Enzeli, it had been decided at a Cabinet Council held on the 

ening that it was impossible to recall them till some guarantee had been 

sd with regard to the future. T-said that this decision was in direct contradiction 
to what the President of the Council had told me; that at. would place His. Majesty's 
Government in a very invidious position; that the Persian Government would reproach 
them with having indueed them to comply with the two Russian demands under false 
pretences; and that, under these circumstances, it would be very difficult for you to 
Justify the retention of thy troops M, Néritof then tried to explain that 
M. Kokosteofl, in giving me the specific assurance respecting th recall of tho troops, 
bad not intended to exclude a discussion with the Persian Government for the purpose 
of arriving at a settlement of all outstanding questions, His Es y, however, 
catitely failed to reconcile the language held to me by M. Kokovtsoff on Sunday with 
tho decision arrived at at. yesterday's Cabinet Council; ant I cnn only explain it by 
the supposition that, in his desire to show his ood intentions, M. Kokovtsoll spoke 
without taking sufcient account of the views held by the majority of his. collersuen 
(oho might, ifnot listened to, have Iaid the matter before the Emperor), and without 
fuficently ‘reflecting on the full beating of his words, —L_ subwoquently. pressed 
M. Nératof at any rate to prevent the troops advancing beyond Resht; but though he 
gave me a vague and conditional assarance on the subject, it was clear from his 
‘ubsequent language that the Russian Government are, determined not to withdrave 

tl 


their troops till they have got rid of Mr. Shuster, even if they must send their. troops 
to Tehran to expe 





















































exagyerated, 
was entively f 
the Russian Empire. He would give 
mont did not contemplate the annexati 
would nok siolute tho prinipto of Persian int 
lerstan hey were not, he said, going to. ° it 
tet Fy wore uot, moreover, having. any dealings with the. ex nd his 
lleney ciel iow how the e than one occasion during the past 
fw months tu ar to the appeals which had been made to them on His 
Majestys shall ho dispatah of Tusian troops to Pern coon no aggresive desig, 
‘Thoy lind been sent there to vindieato Russin’s honour and dignity, which had been 
‘outmuged by a sories of provocati cul tho seizur of «property that 
hud been mortgaged to the Banque d’Escompte as security for a debt contracted by 
‘lh, ‘The Russian Goverment: hud had no choice but to act as they had 

especially us public ussia had been greatly roused. by’ these 
Reussia would recall lier troops as soon as the Persian Goverament 
had complied with hor two demands, namely, a formal apology to be made by the 
Persian Minister tor Foreign Aflirs to the Russian Minister and the Treasury gendarmes 
to be replaced by Persian Cossacks on Shoa-es-Sultanch's property. ‘The above expla- 
nation with regird to the dispatch of Russian troops was given by his Excellency on 
¥y whit statement you might make on the subject in the House of Commons. 
shit correctly report. what he had said T induced his: Excellency later 

a, eavenstion to repeat the list se : ee i 
oovasion did hy attempt to qualify in any way F x the 
aoHa ONAN we NGNOL Geom Wut Ha T pressed him to grant « 
further delay to the Persian Government after the troops had reached Kazvin his 
Excellency finally consonted, and did not hint that the Russian demands. would be 
oreaved if a satistiotory answer had not bee ‘ived from the Persian Government 
wefore the tyoops bad arrived at that plac, On tho contrary, when told him that we 
i x Mr. Shuster's port, and that we should not oppose auy 

night formulate for his dismiss, as the Acting Minister for 
mnie to understand was possible, M: Kokovtenf? merely, sid 

he had not cussed with M. Nératof the question of any ulterior demands, 
ak ¥ Iti ga TAG paca au ces which M. Kokorteof’ had 
given ao his Bxcllniy dd not ane quite plese ud sad that he peronally thought 
‘hat unless the Russian demands were conceded by the time that the Russian troops 























ww the example set by Italy in 































































































































Horeign Ahir had 












m. 





















ached! Porsian territory something more would have to be asked for; and this On the evening of the next day, the 23rd instant, M; Nératof sent for mo and 
En nye ie HiT a aMese gars ca el urea GPa told me that, according to a telegram which he had received from M. Poklewski, the 
On the receipt of your telegram No, 704 of the 20th instant T again called on M. new Persian Government co 


























SO 


ted of only three Ministers, and had only a provisional 
mandates that the Persian Cossacks were not to replace the ‘Treasury gendarmnes. for 
‘mother four or five days, and that until this change bad been effected), M. Poklowak 
could not receive the visit of apology that the Minister for Foreign AMfairs was to 


Neratof, and communicated to him what you had said to the Persian Minister, addin 
that the latter had given you the impresiion that a settlement could be effected, an 
that you were raidy, if the Imperial Government desired it, to communicate their views 















t ‘i x ty 
lly: to the Persian Government. him. Finally, Mr. Shuster had, his Excellency said, caused a Persian pamphlet deatin 
terme Nertal elt ha the Been itor’ sortnnaicten was very important, as with the recent incident to be circulated broadcast for the i 













i yurpose of stinring up an 
anti-Russian agitation. This was a proceeding which the Russian Government could 
uot tolerate, and instructions would be sent to M. Poklewski, after a Council of 
Ministers to be held the next evening, to demand his dismissal, Such a demand, when 
ouca presented, must, his Excellency added, be enforced at all costa, M, Poklowski 
would also be instructed to demand the cancelling of M. Lecoffru’s appointment, as 


showing the disposition of his Government, and desired me to thank you for your offer 
oe DONT Helin iia cin een ete ner Nies ln eee rs 
Tl te gives Go Raia’ tn danas 18 might be posible, he thong to give the 
Persi mament the assurance which they had asked for; but this was a question 
‘on which hie would have to consult the President of the Couneil. It would nevertheless 
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well as a declaration to the effect that in future no subject of any of the Great Powers 
would be appointed to any important post in the Persian service, and that no foreigner 
of any nationality would be employed in such a capacity without previous consultation 
with the two legations, 

T endeavoured, though unsuccessfull; 








to induco his Excellency to delay the 
Ainpntch of these insiruction lI was in reeipt of your views with regard to them. 

M, Nératof subsequent.y said that he would be grateful if you would let him know 
what you thought ofthe appeal which had been aduressed to the ‘two Governments by the 
Bakhtiari khans, as this was « matter in which he could not move save in concert with His 
Majesty's Government. We could, he thought, at any rate give them the guarantee 
they asked for should they return to their homes ; and he, personally, was inclined 
to encourage them to carry out the proposed coup d'Ftat. Tt would relieve the Russian 
Government of the necessity of taking measures to oust Mr, Shuster, as the Bakhtiari 
wore as strongly opposed to Mr. Shuster and to the Medjliss as was the Imperial 
Government, On my enquiring whether in saying this his Excellency contemplated 
giving the Bakhtiari any material support, M. Nératof said that he bad not yet 
considered this side of the question ~ 

After receiving your telegram No, 712 of the 23rd instant I again pressed 
M, Nératof to stop the’ further advance of the troops, explaining at the same time the 
nature of the statement which you had made on the preceding evening in Parliament, 
and giving him to understand that you had been greatly disappointed to hear that the 
troops: wore not to be withdrawn finmediately on the Persian s 
i the twodemands, I further expressed the liope th 
woukl do nothing to add to the dificult with whigh you would. be 
foreign alfuirs came up for discussion in the House of Commons next Monday. 

M, Nératof’ said that lie wos insisting in the Council of Ministers that for the 
present at any rate the troops should be retained at Reslit; but that he eould not give 
me an axgarince that they would not advance beyond it, aa were hie to do so, the 
Porsi ‘As regarded the question ‘of the resun 
of diph 1 be instructed to warn the Persian 
fir Norwi nition of p f° apol 
further do persed, and that if tn alte of thi warning: 
the apaixies were presente, is Excellency stpposed that’ diplomatic relations would 
be resumed, 

M, Neratof’ thon said that as the meeting of the Council of M 
postponed for twe ir hours he could not give me an author 
reyard to the new demands, of which he. had spok 
however, he thought, deal with the question of Mr Hloyment 
‘of foreignens in important posts in. the Ps di he settlement of all 
outstanding litigious matters in « conciliatory spirit, ‘The question of M. Lecofie’ 
‘appointment was « matter of secondary. importance it might be well to take this 
opportunity. of obtaining the recognition of the Anglo-Russian agreement ; while a 
propossl which would be more in the nature of a wish than of a demaud would be 
pit Forward for the constitution te, 

I pressed his Hscelloncy strongly to limit the number of these demands to the 

i ati tliat T did not know how far you would approve of 

igation of the employment of foreigners, when the 

ut to by presented vas virtually an ultimatum that tight have to be 
imposed by force, Ladded that in, any opinion the same objection held good with 
agwnt to a demand for the recognition of the Anglo-Russian understanding, His 
ey wlinitted that this might be awkward for us, and said that he would try 

4o find formula that would show that: Resta was acting entirely on her ow 
responsibility, In reply to soime objections which Thad raised, his Excellenoy gave me 





































































isters had been 
statement with 
‘They would, 





























































th nce that he would not insist on tl settlement of all. pending 
{quest the troops would not remain in Persia till such a settlement. hind 
eon id that the Russian Government would be content with a declaration 
iu tho sunse that those questions would be settled in a conciliatory spirit, 









3 and 717 of the 24th ins 
the troops at Resht, 
th, and that the resumption of diplomatic 
Tdid not conceal from 


‘On the receipt of ams. Nos, 7 
pressed on M. Neritof the importance of 
vo original demands had been ed 
ulations would enable 
Hin the disg ent which the decision taken by the Russian Goverument not ta 
ithdraw thetr troops hud caused you, and urged bim to drop the demand for an 
indemnity of 150,000 roubles, of whieh he had just spoken to me. I also told him that 
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any demand that the Russian Government might present respecting foreign’ emy 
mst be made in the fist instance on thelr own neqponsbilty, Seat MPV 
IM; Nértof said thet he proposed sugeesting that a delay of five or six days 
should be accorded the Persian Government; but that, as regarded the quostion of an 
dernity, he considered that its payment would exercto a salutary offeet, and render 
the Persians less disposed to provoke armed intervention in the future. 
(On the next-day (Sunday), M. Nératof infirmed me of the decision arrived at by 
the Counell of Ministers rexpeeting the new demands to be presented at Tehran, in & 
private letter, of which the following is an extract :— 


“Elles sont au nombre de trois 


jon de Mr. Morgan Shuster et Mr, Lecoffke; quant aux autres 
leur situation doit étre réglée d'aprds 














Bretagne a Téhéran ; 


8. Remboursement par le Gouvernement persan des frais de Yexpédition milital 
ree ee persan des frais de Voxpédition militaire 


“Pour no pas rendre inutilement difficile la position de Sir Edward Grey au 
Parlement, nous avons résolu de ne pas rendro cette décision publique avant. marly ot 
nest qu’ Ia date de ce jour que M. Poklowski fera_connaltry nos exigencos att 
Gouvernement persan, La communication de notre Ministre aura le caragthre di 
ultimatum, dont les conditions sevont exéoutables dans un termo de quarantoshuit 
heures, jusqu’d Vexpiration duquel nos troupes seront retenues & Recht.” 







satisfy pu 
couched 
not to be presented till the 28th instant 
been aware from the language held t. 

the 24th instant, that Mr, Shus 








taken with regard to any. 
Ho also said that, should 
ped before the troops reached Kazvin, he 
few days’ halt in that town before advancing 


Texpressed the hope that, 
demonds would not be further 
that in that case all that would 

T omitted to menti 
M. Poklewski would be 





wave to ovcupy the capital, the Russian 
his Excellency gave mo to understand 





icreased, an 
asked for would be a larger indemnity, 








n that M. Néatof informed me on the 25th 
structed to cousult with Sir Geongo Barclay 





tant. that 
and to join him. 





SOc ae yt Propose to return to the appeal addressed to the two Governments. 


ans, 
Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 
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[48348] * No. 449. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Batcard Grey.—(Received December 4.) 





x st. Petersburgh, November 29, 1911. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch of to-day's date, T have 
the honour to transmit to you the accompanying memorandum, which M. Nératof 
handed to me on the 25th instant, for the purpose of furnishing you with material for 
replying to any interpellations that may be addressed to you in Parliament with regard 











to the dispatch of Russian troops to Persia, 


Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 


Enclosure in No, 449, 
Memorandum communicated to Sir G. Buchanan by M, Nératof on November 25, 1911. 


LE contlit actu ¢ 
pendant ta_eoni 
ig connanes I 
Dien fon 





ve ln Russio et la Perse, dont la cause immédiate a dté 
wation des biens du Prince Sehoa-es-Sultanch, 
d'une série d'évéuements qui ont. provoqué le mé 
qui avaient, pour eause principale Vatti 















les procédés arbitraires de Mr, Morgan 
‘ere, s'est toujours refuusé A prendre en 











de hostile prise par cet 
Enfin, rs duguel les ordres 
es avalon teu un caructre visiblement provocateur 
vusulat général de Russie, a épuisé la patience du Gouvernement. russe, gui 
vu outmgé par ces procédés et slest trouvé fored d'abord de demander 
st ensuite, lorsque eette demitre ne lut a pas été donnée, Vavoir recours 
‘ens do rigueur, 
encore Mr. 
un forctionnaire au service de I 
dos nections arbite 
Perse un i 


but 


Stranger 41 
donnds pa 
envers lo 


gard do ln Russie, 
Mr. Shuster & ses yendai 

























dmissible de la part 
en publian ss lettre contenant, 
Russie vt Ai e, et surtout en distribuant 
porsane de cotte lottre, wugmentée le nouveaux ddtails, dans le 
i Te peuple persan contre Ia Russie. . 

se propose le Gouvorneneat russe est d'établir des relations notmales et 
stables avoo To Gouvernement persan et déearter les éléments de discorde qui nuisent 
‘au développement des rapports nmicaux des deux pays, Crest A cvs fins que’ la Russie 
‘compte formuler certaines nouvelles demandes, 

Dans son a 
poursuit que la dt Wits. Mgt 
réservde en vertu d ion de 1907 5 son 
tion ayeo les dispositions de cette 
porter atteinte & Pintégrité on a. 
constater d'une 

















Te but qu 












Perse Iv Gouvernement russe ne 
dans oe pays, dans la. zone qui lui est 
tivité n'est nullement en contradic- 












neention pulsqil ne pourtit augun but pouvant 
la 





ere. Il tient en outre a 
on catégorique que les mesures ires prises par lui sur le 
persian vont qu'un caructire purement pro et qu'il n'a atcunement 
weation dent les prineipes qui regissent Vaccord existant entre la Russie et 

Perse, 





idpenitnned d 














Résumé de causce qui ont provoqué les premiéres exigences de la Russic. 
Taissant 





ts Ia question de la confiscation des biens du Prince Schoa-es-Sultaneh, 
contre Tnyjuelle les roprdsontants russes & ‘Téhéran n'ont jamais protests en principe, 

faut uoter que Ie migcontentement du Gouvernement Imperial a été. provoqué dabord 
par Ta mnanidre de laquelle cette mesure a dts mise A exéeution par Ia gendarmerie 
inaucidre persane, agissant conformément aux ordres de son’ chef, le conseillor 
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financier Morgan Shuster et ensuite par Ia démarche du Gouvernement persan tondant 
A approuver la facon dagis dese employés et & rejeter la responsabilité sur les 
fonctionnaires russes. 

Tappartient évidemment au Gouvernement Impérial seul de juger des procéaéa de 
ses.agents sur Jes licux, et aprés un examen attentif le Gouvernement Impérial eat 
arrivé 4 la conclusion que ces procédés ont été conformes aux droits du Gouveruoment 
russe et attx usages loeaus. D'autro part, Ie Cabinet de Saint-Pétorsbourg a constaté 
que Tattitude du consciller financier et de ses agents dans ln présente affaire, état 


‘isiblement hostile et outrageante A l'égard. des employés russes. "A ce propos on pout 
appuyer surtout sur les fuits suivants: 


1, La réocoupation par force de la maison du Prince effectuée avant In fin dee 
Pourparlers entre le consul général de Russie et les agents de Mr, Shuster. 

2. Lenvoi dans ce but d'ane force de plus d'une centaine de gendarmes, comme si 
Mr. Shuster prévoyait la possibilité d'une edlsion entre cette foe st Taraee aac 
général, 

3, Te point culminant de Vaffaire—e fait que les gendarmes persans se sont permis de 
viser de leurs fusils les employés du consulat général avee Mintention manifwste de tires 
sur eux, 

4. Lenvoi par le Gouvernement persan, eontrairement A toute tradition, de deux 
nates conséeutives exigeant le rappel du consul général russe ot d'un desea aubordonnéa, 
malgré la réponse donnée verbalement par Ale Polo 6 Ie premi’re note quil 
considémit cette demande comme non-avenue, 

5, Cotte affiire doit, dtre mise en rapport avec les procédés antériont de 
Mr. Morgan Shuster, qui bien des fois dgja avaient suscité lo mécontontement. de 

ouvernement russe, 

6. effet défavorable & Téhéran meme pow 
Produit & la suite de la manidre d’a 
colonie russe & Téhéran se ressent, 














le prestige des autorités russes qui s'ost 
outmageante des autorités persanes et: donb In 





Tes raisons pour leaqueltes to Gouvernement russe trouve néecasaire de poscr au 
Gouvernement: porsan do nourelles exigences. 


1. Le Gouvernement persan n'a pas dooné dans un délai raisonnable une xéponse & 
1h note contenant les premitres exigences, ee qui a fores le Gouvernement rus d'evoyer 
des troupes en Perse, 

2, Lexplication que la réponse 2 cote note n'avait pu étre donnée, yu absonee 
d'un Cabinet ne saurait ¢tre acceptde, étant donné quo Vancien Minjatere. a 
dlémissionné que quelques jours aprés Ia présentation db la uote, et quo sa démiseion 
elle-méme témoignait & tos yeux de Vintention de so youstraire Ala aedssité ile 
satisfuire aux exigences mses. 

3. Le point principal—La lettre adresséo par Mr. Morgan Shuster au “Times” 
contenant des assertions faussies et des accusations arbitenires contre la Russie, eb 
furtout Ia distribution par lui Ia population indigdno d'ime traduetion persue do eotte 
lettro angmentée de nouveaux détails, dout le but- manifests ext dexcitor le. peuple 
ersan contre la Russie, 

4. Le Gouvernement russe, désireux d’établir des relations normales ct stables aveo 
1k Gouvernement persan, juge néeessaire dobtonie de ce dernier dea garunties rellos de 
Ge gue les éléments do disoorde qui nuisent. au développement des rupports. amienux 
entre les deux pays seront éoartéa, 

































(48349) No, 450. 
Sir. Buchanan to Sin Kdward Groy.—(Received Decomber 4.) 
(So. a51) 


ir, St. Petersburgh, November 30, 1911. 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 349 of tho 20th instant, [have the konout to 
Hpert that T called yesterday afternoon on the Acting Ministor for Foreign Atfaire, 
Ths Excellency greeted me by expressing the great satisfaction which your speech iy 
the House of Commons hind eaused him, adding that he had insteuctel Cone 
Benckendorff to convey to you his thanks and acktiowledgments, 1 replied that 

T regretted to say that I had been charged by you to deliver «, message bf va 

ferent character. ‘Tho expectations which you had founded on the assurances whic 
had been given us by the Russian Government had been disappointed, and now a 
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second ultimatum had been presented to the Persian Government that required am 
answer within forty-eight hours, without anything having happened in the meanwhile 
to justify such a drastie mode of procedure, I repeated to him what T had said in 
revious conversations with regard to the shortuess of the time limit, and urged on 
his Excellency the importance of allowing you sufficient time to use your influence 
with the Persian Government in order to arrive at a peaceful settlement of this 
incident. An occupation of Tehran by Russian troops would, T said, be interpreted in 
England as an infraction of the Anglo-Russian understanding, and would tend to 
eatrange Tnglish public opinion, and. an understanding that could not count on the 
support of public opinion was worthless, In order, moreover, that he might realise 
how strongly you felt on the subject I read to him, in French translation, your 
telegrams Nos. 728 of tho 28th and 736 of the 29th instant. 

M, Nératof, in the course of a long conversation, once more explained tho reasons 
which had for Russian Government to give a more peremptory character to 
this Kocond ulti ‘he ultimatum hal, he believed, been presented that morning, 
ut, as he had not yet received confirmation of this from M. Poklewski, he could not 
give me its actual text, ‘The three points, however, recorded in my telegram No. 303 
of tho 26th instant exactly: reproduced the instructions: sent to Tehran, though a few 
words liad heen added to the elfect that the amount of the indemnity and the mode of 
its payment. would be sottled when the three demands had been complied with and 
the actual cost of the expedition established. ‘The Russian Government would not 
press for an iate payment, nor would they, he believed, increaso their demands. 
He declined to accede to my request to do away with the time limit altogether, or even 
to extend it, and would not give moan assurance that the troops should make a halt 
of a week or ton days at Ki Wy urging that such an extension might be 
granted, were the Persian 
take tho threo demands into cou 
thom more tine for their exa 
Byentually, howover, he said that, if the Persian Government would give a definite 
1 writing that they would comply with the three demands, he would allow 
nother fifteen days to arrange the vurious details connected with Mr. Shuster's 
al, such as the question of the inde He also promised 
to wait till Saturday: beforo sending. tele instzuetions for an advance of the 
troops from Resht to Kazvi 

His Excellency, at my request, then telephoned to the President of the Council, 

ied dat ho would receive me at one 
toil to M. Kokovtsoll what I had said to M. Nératof, using: almost precisely 
him, in the interest of the Anglo-Russian understanding, 
nA wiore generous spirit, as T considered that the assurances 
which I hud received from M. Nératof did not go nearly far enough. 

His Exe said that His Majesty's G could naturally take a calmer 
view of the incidents whic tly occurred in Persia, as they’ had not been 
directly touched by thom. ‘This was not the ease with Russia, Her dignity had been 
offended, ancl he could tell me that the Eraperor felt this v 
to make the Me 









































inform M. Poklewski of their readiness to 
only the Russian Government would allow 
atof declared that this was impossible, 










ion, M. Ni 
































to teot your 
































jimum, though some of his colleagues had adv. 
onsiderubly to their number. He could assure me that Russia had no desire 
ild induce the Persian Government to yield, and thus 
of onlering. the. troops to advance, he would be anost grateful, 
1 told him that it was not the demands themselves to 
which you took exception, but the form in whic 
anne? in whicl they were to by imposed on the 
rise (0 possible misunderstanding were he to give me at 
toxan! to the various points touched on in your telegrams without first cousulti 
colleagues, and he would, therefore, ask mie to send him copies of those telegrams. 
Me would ‘then subiuit them to a € rs to be held on the following: 
afternoon, and let me know thelr decision thro ératof. 






save her the 
He understood 
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In the course of our conversation, ML. Kokovisoll gave me the positive assuran 
that the Russian troops would be withdrawn as soon as the three doounde. Mat wee 
complied with, even were compliance to be delayed till Teliran had been occupied, 
As regarded tho indewanity, he said that he was not going to play the part of a Siglook 
and insist on having so many pounds of flesh before. recalling the troops, tow 
hundred thousands of roubles wero nothing to him, but public opiniow ia Ruste 
demanded that, if Persia wantonly provoked military intervention, she sliould. pay for 
tho cost of the expedition. He would. be satisfied with a definite’ assurances free, the 
Persian. Government that the indemnity wonld be paid, atid would not be too herd on 
them with regard to the term in which payment must be made. ‘Though his Excellengy 
received my remarks with regard to au extension of the time limit and m islt of & 
week or ten days at Kazvin in a more conciliatory spirit than M, Nératof, he declined 
to pledge himself in any way. < 

bave this morning forwarded to M. Kokovtsoff paraphrases in Frei 
two telegrams above refered to,and. have, m the coterie tera eRe eel 
the hope that he will uso his powerful inffuonce to induce the Council of Migteons wy 
decide this question in a manner conformable to your wishes. 

Thave, &o. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 











(48369) No} 451, 
Sir 





cs) '. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived December 4.) 
(Telographic.) Ry Tehran, Decomber 4, 1911 
Sit dectred that T should keep Govefament of India informed? Rxcopt in the 
aren reo eas on pee aay my instructions, I have not done so’ since 
elegram from Government of India No 343 of 18th Juno, 1910, ad 

Foreign Office No. 643, repeated to Goverment of teas Nov! pe sian 








[48370] No. 452. 
Sir G. Barclay to Si 





(Worbisy Edward Grey—(Reevived December 4,) 


(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, Dee 
Tal ra Tehran, December 4, 1911, 
lease see the first paragraph of my telegram No. 640 of this morning, 
1 should explain that it is very generally believed in ‘Tehran that che Russian 
troops will be ulised for the restoration of Mohamed Ali, anda story is even currost 
that assassinations will continue until all the mon have been killed whom he would be 


likely to appoint Ministers. ‘Those of i i 
Are peer ett Ministre.” how of tho old régime from whom vengeance is expected 


SS, 
(48413) No. 453. 


No, 645, 7 Barclay to Sir Hiveard Grey.—(Recived December 4) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION in Tehran, 
‘There was a 


Tehran, December 4, 1911, 


of danger to foreigners eannot be 
imminent. 






es Se 


[1524] 3Q 
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(48414) No. 454. 


saer 80 men who left on night of 2nd December ordored back to Rest three hours 
later, 
“1,000 infantry and 600 Coasacks left this morning for Tehran.” 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 








No. 455. 
Sir (Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived Deeember 4.) 
(No. 647.) 


(Telegraphic) P, 

RUSSIA and Persia. 

saleate see your telegram No, 405 of the 2nd instant and my telogram No, 645 of 
to-day. 

Af ip) Porsion loverament ocd. be toll that tie presence. 6C Russian troops 
would not bo used to press further demands so long as the Persian Government 
‘maintain order in Tehran, and that a8 soon as the present demands are satisfied the 
troops will be withdrawn, the public excitement here might, perhaps, subside 
somewhat, 


[48453] 


Teliran, December 4, 1911. 


















No, 





456, 


(48586) 





Sir G. Bavelay to Six Edward Grey. 





j—~(Received December 4.) 












(No, 649.) 

(Hilographic) Tehran, December 4, 1911. 
iv 0, 620 of Ist December. 
Ina letter to me Stokes absolutely denies he has taken part at any 





mooting. 


(48587) 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 4.) 

(No, 650.) 

(Relegraphie) P Tehran, December 4, 1911. 
HORMUZ oxide, 
Please seo your tologr 
T have only just b 

to youb 
Why 

the oxec 
‘The ti 





n No, 361 of the 20th ultimo. 

able to obtain anthoritative copy of the lawyand am sending 

a translation, 

i yet made 

ion of its provisions, 
nror-general, T understand, still maintains that the law is illegal, 













Wy agreement with the Ministry of Public Works for 













(48590) No. 458. 


Tehran, December 4, 1911, 







vxrain No. 607 of 28th 
Rubhitiaris have asked the Ru: 
whieh t 


mber, 
Minister for the txt of our reply in writing, 
ad, who should reach ‘Tehran to-day 



















































(48578) No, 455; 





Sir G, Barclay to Sir Be srey.—(Recei mber 
2) relay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 4.) 
‘legraphic.) Code, Tehran, Decomber 4, 1911, 
MY ‘olograin No. G41 of Srd December: Indian troops in South Femier 
It appears that conflict was occasioned by attack by 30 or: 










i ling ri, officer com 
manding troops, on being informed of attack, moved troops forward to endeavour to 









































243 








Js there any objection to our complying ? 
Russian Minister is telegraphing in same sense. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 













[48596] No. 459. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.~-(Received December 4) 






(No, 652.) 
(Telegraphic.) Decode. Tehran, December 4, 1911. 
MY telegrams Nos. 522 of 28th October and 534 of 2nd November. 
Shuster has now revoked appointments of Lecoffre, Haycock, and Schindler. 






























[48599] No. 460. 
. Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received December 4,) 
0, 319.) 
(Mee hie P, St. Petersburgh, December 4, 1911. 
RUSSIA’ and Porsia, 


Sir G. Barclay’s telegrams Nos. 639 and 640 of the 3rd December. 

Tt does not necessarily follow from the fact that Russian agents are engaged in 
intrigues with Mohammed Ali that the Russian Government are parties to such 
intrigues, but I think it might be well for me to inform M. Nératof of the reports 
which have reached us, and warn him of the grave consequences that would result 
from the ex-Shah’s return, seeing that it would be impossible for His Majesty's 
Government to recognise him, and that the two Governments might thus be placed in 
direct opposition to one another, 

M, Nératof’s assurance that the ex-Shah, if he attempted to return, would receive 
no support from the Russian Government, was given, I believe, in perfectly good faith, 
T would venture, however, to submit to you, before you decide to make the public 
statement suggested by Sir G. Barclay, the following considerations :— 


Tn the event of the Bakhtiari withdrawing to their own country and standing 
entirely aloof, it would be quite possible for the ex-Shah to appear at any moment with 
a force of Turcomans and reoccupy the throne, or the Bakhtiari might even help him 
to accomplish this. Russia, when reminded of her assurances, might then reply that 
she had observed them faithfully, and had not given any support to the ex-Shah, but. 
that she could not now expel him, as that would be contrary to the principle of 
non-intervention in internal conflicts which had hitherto been observed by the two 
Covernment Once the suggested statement were made in Parliament that we should 
hover recognise the ex-Shah we could never go back on it, even if such recognition 
were the only alternative to far greater evils. 

It is possible, on the other hand, that the proposed statement might impede or 
prevent altogether the return of the ex-Shah ; but His Majesty is scarcely likely to. bo 
detorred by your statement from any attempt that he may contemplate, if he knows 
that Russia is not a party to that statement. ‘The question therefore arises whether it 
would not be better, instead of burning our boats niles by a public statement in 
Parliament, to confine ourselyes to repeating to M. Nératof, in the most serious form 
possible, the warning which I have already conveyed to him, 

Our only other course would be to invite thé Russian Government to join us in 
making a declaration to the effect that neither of us will consent to the return of the 
ex-Shah, Iam not in a position to say how such an invitation would be received, but 
we could point out that a declaration of the kind suggested on the part of Russia 
would go far to abate the opposition evoked in England by her present action, and to 
preserve the co-operation of the two Powers in Persian affaii M. Nératof would, of 
course, have to consult the Emperor and the Council of Ministers before taking a 
decision on such a question, and it would perhaps be wise, should you think it worth 
while to try such a step, for me to sound M. N@atof privately in the first instance, 
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[48589] SEE 48869] No. 467. 














Sir C, MacDonald to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 4.) 





Sir Bdvcard Grey to Sir @. Barclay, 

(No. 53.) j. 

tea Mites f Ist Decembe Tokyo, December 4, 1911. cgpiey R Foreign Office, December 4, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No, 52 of Ist December. : or 4, 1911, 
apaineeo Government will bo lexecediualy grotefal it is afajesty’s Gor arnmaent POUR telegram No, 643 of 4th December. 





‘will exercise their good offices regarding any reasonable claim against Persian 
Government in this matter, 






















48500) No. 468. 




















No. 462, . 
(48268) io. 46: " Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. ptieee oa aan see oa 
No. 407, .) R. + Foreign Office, December 4, 1911, 
(elegenevie) Pe Foreign Ojtce, December 4) 1918) YOUR telogram No, 651 of Ath December io 
SROTECTION of Re me No objection if your Russian colleague is similarly authorised. 





You may join your Russian colleague in any action taken in the sense of (Repeated to St Petersburgh, No, 769.) 


Sir G, Buchanan's telegram No, 318 of December 2, 
















[48268] No. 469, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 






(48280) No. 463, 







Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, Ae ss 
(No, 408.) i y Foreign Ofice, Decombor 4, 191, 
Melegraphic,) P. Foreign Ofice, December 4, 191. PROTECTION of Regent. EN 






HIS Majesty's Government feel that they should adopt a strictly neutral attitude 
‘a9 rogards tho point raised in the second paragraph of your telegram No. 640 of 
yestorday. Although we would not be entirely averse from accepting a solation given 
to the question by Persia herself, wo cannot have responsibility for what may occur 
now that Porsia has rejected Rnssinn demands, and must maintain our policy of non 
intervention, allowing matters to take their own course. 
ygnition of Persian sohution. wo 





inform Minister for Foreign Affairs of gram No, 4 
Cee foreign Affairs of contents of my telegram No, 407 












(48280) 2 No. 470, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 







ch 


8 








or, be susceptible of reserva 












tions, such as a primd facie objec n and our definite opposition (No. 765.) < 
to restoration of ex-Shih, (Telegraphio), P. Foreign Office, December 4, 1911. 








After what Acting Minister for Foreign Afairs has said, 1 do not thi 
Russian Government could be embarrassed if I ware to make 1 slateneee bonsai 
effect that, whatovor other changes may take, place at ‘Tehran as rosull of ponding I 
ovents, His Majesty's Government canniot again recognise Ex-Shuh, I feel tat some 
such statement is essential, and in informing Acting Ministor for Foreign. Ailaing nt | 
this, you might add that a favourable impression would. bo produced. if 1 might, add 
that We are in agreement with Russian Government on this point, 





(48282) 













‘dward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
reign Ofice, December 4, 1911. 





(No. 10.) 
( R 
logram No. 642 of 3rd December 

Do you think it necessary to increase Mis Majesty's Legation escort? IF so, 
some meu from the reinforcements sent to the south might go to Tehran. 
























‘ 
[48754] No. 471, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 5) 





[48278] No, 465, 






























j ea, (No. 653.) " ; 
an Sir Biticard Grey to Sir G. Barelay. agro) Fi 
SOUR MnmaNGcamecatieeane: Te ee Se tear Wagaarveras of the 3rd December é 

slogrim No, 038 of eniber: ce a No. 630 of the 3rd December, 
Tovey df Stokes will bo paid as requested, I'am in communication ho bad Nepnstet fos Foreign Affairs last aight. is Excelleney : 
with India Offico as to earlier dato of leaving. rything possible to induce the Medjliss to ler the Russian = 





demands. | He went on to say that after the vote of the Modjliss, 





















[48264] No. 466. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 


Foreign Ofiee, December 4, 1911. 






pee as did the dem: 
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is Exeelleney enquired whether I thought there was any possibility of Russian 
Se ee Tee eee ae ae ey vei le 
told Minister for Foroign Affairs that I could give him no hope of his doing so, but I 
promised to communicate what he had said to M. Poklewski, whom I was to sce that 
cyening. z : ris 
Thave now, after consultation with my Russian colleague, informed Minister for 
Foreign Affairs that I fear it would be uscless for him to attempt to persuade 
M, Poklowski to advise his Government to make any modification. 








(48765) No. 472. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 5.) 


No. 654.) 
{Neiearhiey R Tehran, December 5, 1911. 
MY telegram No, 646 of 4th December, 
rth iee-cookel at Resht, veporte thot farher troops left Redkt for Tehran 
yestentay. 
Up to date 2,000 infantry and 300 Cossacks have left, 


(Addressed to Foroign Office ; sent to India and St. Petersburgh.) 





(48756) No, 473. 

Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—{Reerived December 5.) 

(No, 655.) 

(Melegeaphio.) TR. 
YOUR tetoge 

Tapprohent! no danger to the 





Telvan, December 5, 1911, 
ng Nos. 410 and 413 of 4th December. 
gation, and no increase of escort is needed. 














(48757) No, 47 









Sir G. Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey (Received December 5.) 


(No, 656.) 
(Volouraphic.) Re 
MY telegram No, 615 of Ath December. eae 
‘Toro was less tnanifestation of excitement yesterday. Tn order to avoid conflict 
with aklitiaris, Yeprin: has sent his men out of the town. 
(Addressed to Foreign OM and St. Petorsburgh.) 


Tehran, December 8, 11. 











(48766) No, 475. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Gh 





(Received December 5.) 
0, 320.) 
ae phic.) DP. 

RUSSIA and Por 

1 communicated 


St, Petersburgh, December 5, 1911. 








the views contained in your telegram No, 706 
(of in a private letter, and when T saw his B r 
all the assurances he had given me, he could not quite 
inl why you were so anxious and thought that there must be some misunder= 
standing. 4 
Pog stipe gar aueenin euler se (een h_ he had given us, but 
pointed out that tho danger always existed of eiroumstances arising which might make 
it ilicult or even impossible for those assurances to bo carried out, —N 
night arise, or there might be a ations, and we might be told that in view of 
thes Rust found herself con ask for some exemplary satisfaction. Force of 
convert q temporary ocenpation into a prolonged on 
nil so strike a deatlcblow at’ the Anglo-Itussian’ understanding. Such were th 
reasons that induced you to urge that Russia should only send her troops to Tehrat 
the last resort, 



















































































M. 





might find 
foreigners. 

On my then pressing M. Nératof with regard to the possibility of Russia 
eventually putting forward further demands, his Excellency promised that, without 
your consent, no demands would be presented that would touch on Persin's political 
future. In my telegram No. 317 of the 2nd December, I have already mentioned two 
demands which M. Nératof referred to as possible; he now said that Russia might 
possibly be willing to renounee her claim for an indemnity in exchange for railvwa 
concessions. He added that there might-possibly be other demands in connection with 
outstonding claims of private individuals, but it would scarcely be necessary to consult, 
you about demands of this nature. T ‘pointed out that you would have to justify 
them in Parliament, and that it would, therefore, perhaps be better that he should 
submit them to you before preseuting them. T added that I felt sure that you would 
uot make difficulties. understood from him that he would do as I desired, 

Turning to the question of the ex-Shah, I spoke as instructed in your telegram 
No. 765 of the 4th Decomber. Lsaid that an excellent impression would bo ereated and 
8 guaranteo would be secured for the continuance of our eooporation in Persia if 
aly you were enabled to state in Parliament that the two Governments hind agreed 
that under no circumstances would they recognise tho ex-Shah, 

M, Nératof replied that only a fow days ago he had caused a mossago to be sent to 
Mohammad Ali informing His Majesty that he must not expect support from Russia, 
At the sume time he could not quite understand the necessity of making. such a 
declaration at the present moment. If such a declaration were mado ‘nd the Shah 
wore later on to be recalled to Persia (say in a few years’ time) then the two Govern- 
ments would be virtually bound not to recognise hin. 

Tsaid that you had como to an irrevocable decision that in no. circumstances 
would you recognise thosexShah, An idea had got abroad that His Majesty was to be 
replaced on the throne by Russian troops nd that Russian agents in Porsia wore 

ing and abetting him, and tho public must be undeceived on these points, T 
reminded his Excolleney that, on the ex-Shah’s landing in Persia last summon, Tis 
Majesty's Government hiad proposed to take action, but that his Excellency had’ then 
put forward the plea that this was an internal conflict in which the two Powers could 
not intervene, the situati rely changed. Mohammad Ali had 
made ause was as good as lost, If ho now succeeded 

ing back his throno the action of Russia would be directly thoujh wot 
cess, for the powerlessness of the Persian 
nent to offer him any opposition was due to Russia's action. 
M. Nératof said that he quite understood amy meaning, but w declaration of 
nid hit I had proposed was too sweeping. Ho was prepared to declare that 
40 long as the Russian troops were in occupation Russia would not recognise 
Mohammad Ali, aud that she would only recognise him. with the eonsont of His 
Majesty's Government, I remarked that if any: time limit wero set this would be 
uivalent to inviting the ex-Shah to retura on the expiration of such limit. Aftor 
¢ had made several other suggestions, I appealed urgently to him to consider the 
dificult position in which you were placed, and, in the interest of our understanding, 
todo as Fasked. I pointed out that Mohammad Ali had no. qualities to rocommontd 
hhim and said that I felt sure that you would co-operate with the Russian Goverment 
0 seoure that a Regent and a Government friendly to Russia should bo established at 
Tehran. You were as anxious as he was himself that a stablo régime sliould. bo 
set up in Persia, and this object could be achieved moro effuctually by our two 
Fepresentatives at ‘Tehran workiog harmoniously togetlier than by Russia. presenting 
demands to Persia at the bayonet's point. 
_ Ab Nératof promised to consider the matter and to endeavour to find a formhula 
satisfactory to both parties. He begged that for the present his suggestions should 
¥e treated’ as confidential, 
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(48277) No. 476, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No, 418.) 
(Telegraphic) BR. 
YOUR telegram No. 637 of 3rd December. 
Following sent to India s— 


Foreign Office, December 5, 1911. 


« Private.) : Fitnconstes 
“My private telegram of Ist December : Stokes. . 
“gir i Grey wishes im instructed, in reply. to Barclay’s No, 638 of 

3rd December, to leave ‘Tehran within a week at the Jatest. He should travel vit 

Caueasus and London, and Foreign Office will pay his expenses from Tehran to 

Tondon, He can get advance from Barclay, subject to adjustment. Instructions 

should he sent to him with least possible del 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 771.) 














(48699) No. 4 
Sir award Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 770.) Serr A 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Ofice, December 5, 1911. 
EX-SHAR, 


T fool that it would be unreasonable of Russia to maintain an obstructive attitude 
with regard to return of ex-Shah, His restoration cannot, in my opinion, be the only 
solution to tho problem of securing a Government in Persia which would have due 
rogard for Russian interests, and cannot, therefore, be regarded as of real importance 
tohor, while, at the same time, it makes things difficult for us, ‘ 

Tn my opinion, it would be impossible for His Majesty's Government to recognise 
tho ox-Shah after his flagrant breach of faith in returning to Persia, 






















[48696) No, 478, 





Hdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
fee 172.) 
(‘Telograpl 

M. LE a 

Treasnrer-general as revoked M, Lecofire's appointment to post at Tabrecp. 
You might ask Minister for Foreign Affairs whether Russian Government, 1a 
donandiig, Lecoffre’s dismissal, meant thereby his dismissal from Persian service. 
Ho has now been in this service two years, and I conelude that cancellation of his 
appointment to the Tabreez post was all that Russia desired. 


Foreign Office, December 5, 1911, 














(46382) No. (79. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


No. 816.) 
in, Foreign Office, December 5, 1911. 
LTRANSMI? to your Excellency herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Paris®, giving the substance of w conversation between his Russian 
; presumably Sardar Assad, which M, Isvolsky gave to 








Your Exedlloncy should take-an opportunity of communicating the substance ofthis 
paper to tho Russian Acting Minister for Foreign Atlas, with reference to. the 
Information already furnished to his Excellency in conversation with that chief by 





+ No. 32h. 
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the 19th October last. 


Tam, &e, 
E. GREY. 





(48828) No, 480. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.— (Received December 6,) 
Sir, India Ofice, December 5, 1911, 
: ant opty to your letters, dated the 28rd and Soth November, 1911, respectively, 


m ed to say that the Secretary of State for India in Counell aocer! 

sug ladion reves a oi of cata era tenga guar re 
Indian troops at Shit on tl lerstandit ye 

Hea ett Shits, on the understanding that tho other motety bo deayed by the 


He observes that the cost of providing th is ‘isiona 
4,500, but that a further apie ait ini ca eoncelhs ees aa 


ioe in due course be communicated to this 


He concurs in the view of Secretary Sir E, Grey that the purchase of 

cfjea 2201 woald not be jute. and he would ugg ny if Sit Cray naa 
ion, instructions be given to His Majesty's Minister at: i 

economy be exercised in the provision of the quarters, St ott that all possible 








Tam, &, 
R. RITCHIE, 


——————— ee 


(48865) No, 481. 
lectin Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December (,) 


(Telegraphic.) R. Teh : 
MY immediately preceding telegram of 5th Deoombor. -6”"™" December 6, 1011, 


tated as chief of police, and he and h 






non are apparently 
(Addressed to Foreign Offoo sont to India and St. Petersburgh.) 





(48869) No, 482, 


(RES) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdteard Grey—(Rocoived December 6:) 


(Telegraphic.) Decode, Teh combe: 
8 ia 40 Dre, ‘hiran, December 6, 1911. 
iron arrived at I: ithout f incident ; 
progmddan Rvommined st Ispahan without further incident; wounded oficer 
pened telegraphs officer commanding was in no way escorting caravon, On 


at caravan in front of him was attacked, he galloped 
robbers. Douglas thinks no other course open to him,” °PC4 up and drove oft 








(48855) No, 483, 


reese Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.— (Received December 6,) 


(Telegraphic) R. 
AMY telegram No. 654 of 5th December, 


British vice-consul at Resht 8 i 
infantry ef dee ce ge paris that a further Russian detachment of 900 


(Sent to India ; repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 


Tehran, December 6, 1911, 








[1524] 





A. O'Beirne in accordance with the instructions contained in my despatch No, 264, of 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 6.) 
Tehran, December 6, 1911. 





) 
R ASSAD arrived 
(Repeated to St. Petersbur 


in Tehran yesterday. 











Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 6.) 
Tehran, December 6, 1911. 


DRANCES to Bakhtiaris, 

Please see your telegram No. 415 of the 4th instant, 
went have authorised M. Poklewski to give the assurances to 

ing, but they have instructed him to let the khans understand 

mpathise with any change of dynasty. 

thus not precluded, and in view of your telegram 

‘glad if you would telegraph further instructions 

iy Russian colleague. 


‘The Russian Governm 
the Bakhtiari khang in writi 
at the samo timo that they 

‘The restoration of the ex-Shah is #) 
No. 408 of the 4th instant I should be 
to me beforo I take joint action with am: 













Sir G, Barclay to Sir Riward Grey. 





(Received December 6.) 


Tehran, December 6, 1911. 
RUSSIA and Persia, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs earnestly 
everything in their power to persuade t 
ith Russia, Russian troo 
1¥, a8, should they do 80, 


Hopes that as he and the Regent are doing 
he Medjliss to find some possible basis 
ps will not advance beyond Kazvin without 
matters would be precipitated. 
















Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 6.) 


Teliran, December 6, 1911. 





exram No. 981 of 17th November. 
Roth post and telegraph offices refuse 


i communications for Kermanshah. Last 
tolozram from British consul d 


pressing by a runner, and 
lad were closed. Telegram 


itehed from Hamadan 
stated that communications with Bay 
foreshadowed pillaging of town. 












No, 309.) Si" & Buchanan to Sir Bdward (rey. (Reecived December @) 

No, 322 

(Telezraphic.) 1, St. Petersburgh, December 6, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No 772 of 5th December. 

Acting Minister for Foreign A 


d airs has no objection 
Persian Government out 


to employment of Lecoffre by 
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(48913) No. 489, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 6.) 


(No. 323) 
(Gelegraphie.) P. St, Petersburgh, December 6, 1911. 

RUSSIA and Persia. 

Your telegram No. 770 of the 5th December. 

In conversation to-day with M. Nératof I again mentioned the question of the 
exShah, Mohammed Ali. 

AM, Nératof said that. he had not yet succeeded in finding a formula which would 
be satisfactory to you without tying the hands of the two Governments in future 
eventualities. He repeated that we could not foresee what the futuro might have in 
store, and that it would therefore be a mistake to tie our hands definitively, If tho 
Bakhtiari were to replace Mohammed Ali on the throne, what were we to do? 

Thad taken all possible: eventealites to cousideration, and that 

yn was irrevocable. Tobsorved that the devotion of the Bakhtiar! to the 

exShah was not so great that they would insist on having him back if they knew 

would not be recognised by us. ML. Nératof then touched on the 

jwestion of appointing a new Regent, and asked what your attitude would be, I said 

that you had sent mo no fanreckgoy sot eect ‘only repeat to him. the personal 

jovs to which T had given expression in our conversation of yesterday, Tn conclusion, 

i. Nératof said that, before giving me a definite answver, he must have a fow more days 

for consideration, but he felt sure that some formula satisfactory to both parties would 
be found, 

If Twere authorised to tell M. Nératof that you would not offer any opposition to 
any candidate whom he might put forward for the Rogeney, I believe he aight. be 
tore inclined to aneet our wishes in regand to tho exalt’ T dete Keone tee 
You would be prepared to give such an assurance, nor do I know who his candidate 
Would be. Sardar Assad is tho only person whom he has ever mentioned to me in thie 
fonnection. If Sardar Assad is the candidate whom he has in viow, our acceptance of 
his candidature would render the Bakhtiari less disposed to recall Mohammed Ali, 

It occurs to me that a,formula somewhat as follows might get over M. Nératof's 
ghjection to any statement which would bind the two Goveruments for. the 
ature 


(R.) His Majesty's Government havo informed Iussian Government. that, in 
conformity with attitude which they have adopted ever since ox-Shah returned to 
Persia, they would be unable to recognise His Majesty wore ho now to re-establish 
Nuself on the Throne. Russian Goverament have on their side assured. thom that 
they will never recognise ex-Shuh without consent of His Majesty's Government, aad 
that so long as Russian troops remain in occupation they will do nothing etlion to 
encourage or facilitate Ilis Majesty's retura to the throne,’ (lEyd. ct R) 












































M. Nératof’s objections to a declaration to the effect that wo would never recogniso 


the ex-Shah might porhaps be met by the use of the word " now,” 
Virtually secured by the assurance that Russia will not recog 
consent, 

To my enquiry as to whether 
Russian troops resnained in occu} 
the th 
responsibility. 
Af Tfind it impossible to induce the Russian Government to join us in making an 
fhsolute declaration that neither party will recognise the ex-Shall, you might ‘perhaps 
bo able to suggest a hetter formula than tho ono outlined above, I'should be glad if-T 
could be furnished with instructions with as littlo delay possible, both on this question 
and on that of the choice of a new Regent. 

1 informed M. Nératof of the language held by the Persian Minister for Foreign 
ais to Sir G. Barclay (seo the latter's telegram No. 053 of the bth December), His 
Excellency observed that in the Russian demands the only point that might wound 
Persian susceptibilities was the engagement as to foreign advisers requited in 
demand No, 2. Any concession on this point, however, would expose us to the risk of 
the Persians appointing another foreigner, who would act precisely as Shuster had 
done, and he did not see how he could make any, ‘The Russian demand, moreover, 
was only the expression of the principle on which both Powers had always insisted, and 


while your object is 
iso him without our 





would be willing to state that so long as the 
ion Russia would not allow the ex-Shah to regain 
tof said that such a declaration would entail too great 




































< eee inlay, 
which had been observed in practice. With regard to the demand for an in a 
if tho Persian Government vould only consent 10 give the required eng ements the 
Russian Government would he willing either to accopt some concession in lieu of a 
money payment oF to extend such payment over a number of years. 





[48920] No, 490. 


Lord Kilmarnock to Sir Ediard Grey.—(Reeeived December 6.) 
(iloge hie.) P. , p Stockholm, December 6, 1911. 
Speen oe ee Sate iets nal of eye ee Oe 
that the soven officers who are proceeding to Persia will be instructed by telegram not 
Beas (area Ace rasneaainetag ik mene reste eces 





(48587) No. 491. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 421, 


(Melorraphi Foreign Ofice, December 6, 1911. 
REN W anihliloreberlan Gayoraundit iat » any arrangements ty Bay make 
vith Mui, wo expect them to havo regard to obligations entered into by Muin with 
Weir and Ellinger, What are your views? Reference is to your telegram No. 650 o 
tho Ath Deceinber, 


[48976] No. 492, 


Sir Biward Grey to Sir G, Harclay. 

eee Foreign Ogice, December 6, 1911. 
You should discuss with M Poklewski the urgeney of replacing Shuster with the 
Tonet pous le delay tho moment the Ruslan: eniaude teve boes complied ‘with, and 
the question of who. would bo the most acceptable and suitable nominee. 
Although it would be inadvisable for us to suggest a name in tho first instance, 
Colonel Beddoes: has made a suggestion here that tho Dutch Minister might be a 

jtable candidate for the post. 





(48077) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @, Harelay, 


) Poa 
(‘Telographie.) Re Foreign Ofice, December 6, 1911. 
MR STPHLEGAN Ambassadetll mo that his tovergntt have stated at ‘Tehran that 
hey have no responsibility for official relations of Shuster with Persian Government, 
Tut thit he is entitled to protection as an American citizen, that they hope he will be 
treated with proper consideration, and that your American colleague has been 
d to explain to yourself and your Russian colleague that Shuster is entitled to 
fullilment of contracts nade with Persian Governme i 
Thave said that Russian Government have taken into their own hands the enforce- 
mont of their demands, tnd that we are not intervening further in the matter, but that 
reall use what iufluerice you can in favour of safety of Shuster and of his being 
th proper personal consideration, 
n should inform your Russian colleague. 
cated t0 St. Petersburgh, No. 776.) 
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[48910] No. 494. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 
(No, 424) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Poreign Ofice, December 6, 1911, 

YOUR telegram No, 661. 

You should let M. Poklewski make his own communication on his own 
responsibility. 

Unless there is some statement that restoration of ox-Shah would not. be regarded 
with facour, I do not desire to be committed to any opinions as to further developments, 
Addition as to change of dynasty seems ambiguous 





[48977] No. 495, 


Sir Rdward Grey to Mr. Bryce. 
No, 487.) 
Sir, Foreign Opice, Decombor 6, 1911, 

THE American Ambassador informed mo to-day that « month ago his Government 
had stated in Tehran that they had no responsibility for tho official relation, of 
Mr. Shuster to the Persian Government, A few days ago they had made anothor 
communication in Tehran to tho effect that, as an American citizen, Mi Shuster was 

tled to their protection, and hoped he would be treated with propor 
consideration. ‘The American Minister in ‘Tehran had been instructed to explain’ to his 
British and Russian colleagues that Mr, Shuster was entitled to the fililment. of 
contracts made with the Persian Government. The Ambassador told me. that. thia 
meant that he should receive a proper indemnity if his contract waa broken, In elleet, 
the American attitude was that the United Stator Covurnment, were sponsible for 
Mr. Shuster as an American citizen, but not as a Persian official, The Ambassador 
‘was sure that we should feel this to be very proper attitude on their parte 

T said that I quite tnderstood their position, We could not, for reasons which 
Thad explained in public, object to the demands which the Russian Government. had 
put forward. Mr. Shuster's action had caused us muich embarrassment, and. ho. had 
rejected our advice, ‘The Russian Government were now enforcing their demands, 
We liad advised the Persian Government some days ago to comply, and since then we 
had not intervened in any way, and we had no force to eontral things in Tehran, 
I would, however, send instructions to the British Minister in ‘Tehran, to uso. hie 
influence in whatever way he could to secure Mr. Shustey’s safety, aud to areange that, 
whatever happened, he was treated with pro Personal consideration, 

‘The Ambassador observed that he had heard favourable reports as to Mr, Shuster's 
ability and integeity, but he also heard, not for the first time, that he was a" threo. 
‘cornered ” man, and lucking in tact, 

1 told the Ambassador that, in my publio utterances, T had buen careful to say 
nothing which would reflect on Mr. Shuster's character or good! intentions, bit we realy 
could not allow the action of an individual to embroil two great nations ach as. thy 
Russians and ourselves, especially when we had warned the individual against. the 
action which he was taking. 

Tam, &e, 
©, GREY, 





(49018) No. 496, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7.) 


(Ne. 355.) 

ir, St, Peteraburgh, December 4, 1911. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 351 of the 80th Noveinber, I have the honour 

toreport that T received at 7 dalock on the ev na of the doth ulthno letter fom 

M, Ker int 


mm, the head of the Persian department in the Ministry of Fowign Afluing of 
which a copy is enclosed, stating that M. Neratof, who had not yeb returned. from the 
Council of Ministers, had requested hin to inform me of the instructions that were 
being sent to the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran, M. Poklewaki, he stated, was to insiet 
‘on compliance with the Russian demands within forty-cight hours, but was at the mine 


(1524) 3T 
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time authorised toullow the Persian Government whatever delay he might deem necessary 

to regulate the position of Mr. Shuster, though the Russian troops would not be 

realist ill Gy Save coa Gemeeslyaa a accomplished fact, As regarded the question 

of the indemnity, he was to state that it would be sufficient were the Persian 
Government to agree to settle the matter when the amount had been fixed. 

‘As it was too late for M, Nératof to receive mo, I wrote privately to his Excellency 

not touch the question as to how long 


MMready arrived at 1 
jut forward. 


fori could not give me a categorie assurance on the 
as all circumstances under which the march into the interior would 


take | 


saw M, Niratof on the following day, and received from him the assurance that 
the Russian Govermnent. would, in conforinity with the wish whieb you had expressed, 
do all they could to facilitate the appointment of new forvign advisers. His Excellency 
then proceeded to inform ane that the Medjliss had categorically refused to comply with 
Russit’s demands, He hud hardly expected that they would accept them straight 
away, but Ho had oped that they Would have contented th leaving, them 
‘without an ansyver, ingtead of shitting the door on all furth The order 
for an advance from Reslit would not, as he had promised me, be dispatched till the 
foilowing afternoon, anid a halt of a few days would be made at Kazvin. ‘There was, 
however, now no prospect of a compliance on the part of the Persian Government unless 
the Medjliss could be sent about their business, He was not sure whether the 
eoustitution conferred on the Regent the power to dissolve them, but His Highness was 


hardly the man to take action of this kind. Sardar Assad had, however, arrived at 


Baker, nt to allow him to continue his journey to 


1 which ensued T once more endeavoured to impress 
Ex pation of Tehran would inevitably cause serious com 
sud give fvaly incidents, whi h 
fresh demands wsians would on their arrival there 


to 
His Majesty's Govern C It would, howeve 
Loup, a be 1 fi one to functions of Rey 

Tis Excellency assured ie that the Imperial Government would. give the 
‘io support wh and suggested the name of Sardar Assad as a possible Regent. 
Troplied that Leould tot say what view you would take of such an appointment, 

T subsequently reminded hin of the difficult position in His Majesty's 
Government would’ be placed were Russia to press matters too far, and begged him’ to 
take that position into account, M, Nératot replied that Russia's must be 
upheld, ‘Tho Government, he added, were being constantly attacked in the ina for 
not, showing sulfcient firmness in dealing with the situation, but they would confine 
their action’ to what was absolutely necessary to accomplish the object which he had 
just mentioned. 

Yealled again on M. Nératof on the tant and spoke to the terns of 
your telogran No. 748 of the Ist instant. As Twas afraid: that in view of the refusal 
Of the Kussian demand d to give such categorie assuran 
with regard to Russia's intent gi before the receipt of the Persian 
reply, Lenquired whether ight use fora statement in Parliament the two letters 

chi L hal rvceivedt ‘im aud M, Klemm on the 30th of last month, as well as 
the aideemémoire, of whi carded to you in my despateh No. 350 of the 
29th November, 1 drew his B special attention to the third and fourth 

most categorical assurances 

t do not propese to violate the integrity. or 

y measures which they are taking are of « 

ly provisional character, y have no intention of infringing the principles 

‘govern the Anglo-Russian agreement with reganl to Persia. i 

Alter porusing the several documents, M, Nératof sail that you were at liberty to 
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use them. He pointed out, however, that the instructions to M, Poklewski which 
formed the subject of M. Klemm’s letter had ceased. to have any practical interest now 
that the Russian demands liad been rejected, and that as regarded the halt of the troops 
at Kazvin, which was referred to in the letter which he had written to me, he could tell 
me that the commander of the troops had been ordered not to advance beyund that 
town without further instructions from St, Petersburgh or from the Russian Legation 
at Tehran. He could not, however, guarantee that the troops would stop at) Kezvin, 
as should disorders break out at Tehran it might) be necessary to order them to proceed 
at once to the eapital for the protection of the legation, 

T then enquired if he could not give mesome more precise assurances with rogard 
to the eventual demands which Russia might possibly put forward, and ater some 
farther conversation he approved the following statement, whieh T wrote down and 

owed to 


“ Should circumstances arise to render necessary the presentation of further demands, 
those demands will not go beyond questions having a particular interest for Russia, such 
as the settlement of outstanding matters in dispute or other matters having an exclusiv 
interest for Russia in the zone that has been reserved to her, and will not touch 
questions of a general political interest,” 


His Excellency said that hv could not tell me anything more definite with regard 
hese possible demands, as they had not yet been considered by the Counell of 
Ministers ; but I gathered from what, he said that they anay include one for u first 
option in the matter of railways in North Persia or ono for the creation of a police foreo 
under Russian control, in return for the with rawal of the Tussin trope irom Tabrees 
have, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 


————————— 
Enclosure 1 in No. 496, 


M. de Klemm to Sir G. Buchanan, 


(30) novembre, 1911, 
inistres, m'a chargé de 


ote contenant nos 
ih 
‘graphicr XM, Poklowsky Viniformant: de ee 
pose persane sera considrée par nous comme satiafaisante si dans let quarante- 
it heures fixées dans notre note le Gouvernement persan lui annonce par écrit que les 
trois points contenant nos exigences sont formellement aeceptds et que ln démission da 
Shuster et Lecoffre est_un fait accompli, Cependant, vu que les formalités 2. remplir 
Par rapport & la démission de Shuster pourraient exiger un certain temps, M. Poklewak: 
fest mis en mesure d'accorder au Gouvernement, persan, pour la liquidation eomplote do 
a yosition de ce fonctionnaire, le délai qu'il jugera nécessairo daprds los conditions 
Joeales. Quant d la question dul remboursement des frais de Vexpédition de nos troupes 
en Perse, il suffirait que le Gouvernement persan sengage actuellement A réglor atte 
Tose te mantant de cs frais aura été fxs 
‘une réponse satisfaisante est recue, notre détactement n'avancera pas aw deld de 
Recht; mais son rappel en Russie ne pourra avoir liew que quand Vaffuire Shuster aura 
été complitement terminge 
Veuillez, fe. 
W. ve KLEMM. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 496, 
‘M. Nératof to Sir G. Buchanan, 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Péterabourg, le 17 (30) noremb 
POUR ce qui concerne Tarrét des troupes & Kazvine, il a 6té déeidé au Consoll des 


Ministres quion devra nécessairement donner aux troupes un repos ds quelques jours 
sans (ailleurs préciser le temps exact de cet arrét, 





256 


Tl me semble cependant que sur ce point nous avons de la marge et que, le cas 
échéant, nous pourrons en causer. = e 
Quant & la question du rappel do noe troupes, il meat difile do vous donner une 
réponse catégorique, puisque tout dépendra des circonstances dans lesquelles s'effectuera 
lauimarshash lintecanerail pays, Raves nbaauetcal wentre pas dans nos vues de 
er dlautres demandes en dehors de celles défi coniues, mais si nous sommes foreés 
leimployer la foreo pour arriver jusqu'au bout, nos demandes peuvent étre augmentées, 
Votre sincdrement dévous, 
A. NERATOF, 





(49019) No. 497. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward G) —(Reecived December 7.) 


‘St. Petersburgh, Decomber 4, 1911. 

T HAVE the honour to state that, with the exception of the Constitutional 
Domoeratie organ the“ Reteh,” all the more important St, Petersburgh newspapers 
entirely endorse the action taken by the Russian Government in Persia, ‘The “ Retch” 
has taken the defence of Mr, Morgan Shuster, and argues that the dispatch of Russian 
troops to “ i independence ; but being always in 
fan attitude of irreconcilable Sppeition to the Government on every qusstion, the 
Ubterances of this paper carry very little weight, 

Mh * Novoo Veuinyay" which at one tine Violently attacked both M. Nératof and 
M, Poklowski for lack of firmness in dealing with the situation, now. energetically supports 
the decision of the Ruswinn Government, "In a leading article published yesterday it 
deals with the attitude taken up by the German press in regard to the Persian erisis, and: 
observes Unt the latest events in’ Persia have given. the pers. ample 
material for their usual attempts to tinderming the Anglo-Russian agreement. ‘They 
fare endeavouring to convinee Bri on that the entry of Russian troops into 
Porsia places Bigland 
North bo 
England, ‘remya," must 
seo that Russi dl Possessions in Persia, She sent her troops only 
when forced to it b ninent, anid now she only desires to remove the 

of tho endless attacks on hersel€, Russia is still “ 

of the Anglo-Russian agreement.” After roferris 

dations 40, Ru 
proceeds: * Only 
WU ths oat pare 
ride Muchiavellis 


hi 


ng not sufficiently dec : 
vesterday, refers to the clause in 


uid owations ti explains that this stipulation, which is 
one of considerable importance for Russia, is a logical outcome of that concordance of 
n the two Rowers in Persia which continues since 1907, 
tho question of bringing in foreigners to rvorguni 

nd ratearose, Tein onl 
complications butwoe ught, in her own interest, to 
const thom b king any step in the direction indicated. ‘This view was 
communicated ina friendly f i , but the latter, and more 
‘( i considerations laid before them 
te the two Powers, and, after some fi pts to engage Frenchmen and 
Italians, their choice finally fell on Americans. Not wishing to create any unnecessary 
dlificulties, Russia and England raised no objection, but they pointed out to the Tehran 
Cabinet that in future a disregard of the counsels of the two Powers on this question 
it lead to injurious results, "The consequences brought about hy Mr, Shuster’ 
‘appointment need no cominent, and it is sufficiently cleat why the Russian Government 
have now deemed it necessary tomake thestipulation sbove referred to, When, further, 
idored that the activity of a foreigner employed in the Persian service may 
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extend to the whole of Persia, irrespective of the spheres of influence established 
by the Anglo-Russian agreement, it will be understood, concludes the * Rossia,” that 
Russia could not undertake to decide alone us to the suitability of any proposed 
Appointment. 
Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





(49039) No, 498. 
India Office to Foreign Ofiee—(Reevived Decomber 7.) 


Sir, India Ogio, December 6, 1911, 

TAM directed by the Secrotary of Stato for India to acknowledge tho receipt 
of your letter of the 28th November regarding an alleged violation by the. Indien 

ities of the Baluch-Persian frontier near Piran, and, in reply, to, enclose 
copy of @ telegram which has been addressed to the Government of India, dated the 
Sth December, 191, on the subject. 

Pending receipt, of their report, I am to remark that uncertainty as to tho exact 
line of the frontier in that neighbourhood (as to which relor i 
correspoulence forw: Offico lotter of tho 22nd June, 1907) is the eause 
of occasional comp! ature from the Persian Government, of which tho Inst 
appears to have been made in 1908; see papers forwarded in this Oftice lettors of the 
Ist July and the Ist December, 1908, and the 26th January, 1909. 

Tam, &e, 
R. RITCHIE, 
————————— 


Enclosure in No. 498, 
+. The Marquess of Crewe to Government of Tudia, 


(Telegraphic, India Ofer, Deceniber 5, 1911, 
YOUR telegram No, 524 to consul, Seistan: Piran,. Formal complaint his now 
P it is not intended to reply. 
cati be mad as to facts, Please report by 


n Government pretext for raising question of 
frontier. 





(49032) No. 499, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. (Received December 7), 


Sir, r India Office, December 6, 1911 

IN continuation of letter, dated the 18th September, 1011, regarding the proposed 
Fersian Gulf order in council, I am directed by tho Secrotary of State to entlows for 
the information of the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram thet 
has been now reecived from the Government of Iudia upon tho subject, 
sgt od 2 it will bo seen, in accord with the political resident in thinking that 9 
tingle comprelieusive order, to embrace both the Persian and the Arab littoral of the 
Gulf, is undesirable, even if practicable, and that the most that can bo done is to have 
an order in council which would cover the Arab principalities from Koweit to Muscat 
inclusivg.|_he Sceretary of State for India concurs in this opinion, and would suggent 
that, if Secretary Sir E, Grey on further consideration sees no objection, the anced: 
ment of the ‘Persian Coast and Islands order in council, 1907.” should now be 
Proceeded with on the lines proposed in my letter of the 15th'dune last, 

As regards the preparation of an order to cover the Arab principalities, the 
Secretary of State for India feels some doubt whether there is sullictent advantage in 
Grafting such an order now, if the Persian provisions of the fuller order are ubantoned 
as proposed. The work would presumably oceupy some time, and aesnwhile the 
droft Vahrein order, of which the early iseve apneuy, very desirable, would be in 
abeyance. The Secretary of State for India would be glad, however, 10 bo favoured 


[1se4] aU 
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with Sir B, Grey's views upon this point, and whether, if the draft Babrein order is 
proceeded with, instructions should further be sent to Colonel Cox to resume his work 
ona draft order relating to the trucial chiefs, with a view either to its separate issue 
later (if esirablo) or the inclusion ofits provisions in a comprehensive order covering 

the whole of the Arab principalities. 
‘As regards the point dealt with in your letter under reply as to the power of the 
Sheikh of Bahrein to delegate his jurisdiction over foreigners to His Majesty's Govern 
Tam toad that the Secretary of State for India accepts the opinion expressed 


is matter. 
Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 


Enclosure in No, 499, 
Government of Inidia to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telographic) P. November 22, 1911. 
PROPOSED order in council for Persian Gulf, 
Please refer to your tel ed the oth September, z 
Following telegram received from resides, Persian Gulf, whom we consulted in 
the matter, We concur in resident's views :-— 


ink, he possible to evolve a compre- 
hensive ori y which Arab principalities from Muskat to Koweit inclusive 
would he ei 


all th 


ide is merely a consular officer who is 
oyernment, 1 I ised, with whom 
t relations. It would be ‘imprac By opinion, to 


neil to embrace both Arab and Persian littorals, owing to 

dissimilarity of most of administ ere would also be objection to 

such anv aerangemont from political point of view, For examp! importance of 

wnt of India’s wnat id stinet position in regard to Arab 

proceedings in current dispute regarding Abu Musa, 

as regards British subjects in (group umdeceperable)(xie] Barem, ourrights 

of jurisdiction rest on the prospective (? prescriptive) rights. which the convention of 

tho dst Mi h Sheikh has not challenged ; our rights also 
fact that, the subjection of Ballrein itself to form of Bri 


protection has been publicly declared by us. submit that the above authority will 
tullice; no other is known to me, 





[49053] No. 600. 


i Sin (i, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 7,) 
No, 
(oloxeaphic.) P, Tehran, December 7, 1911, 

HORMUZ oxide, 

Please see your telegram No, 421 of yesterday. 

‘Tho Persian Government might interpret a communication of the kind you 
suggest as a shifting of our ground, 1 do not think that we should gain anything 
by such i stop, as we have already treated the breach of engagements entered inte 
With Weir and Ellingor as a fait accompli, lor which damages have been clatimed frere 
the Persian Government, 

Besiles, the maintenance of Muin's former obligations with Weir and Ellinger 
is incompatible with Strick’s contract, and the confusion would only be increased if 
tho Persian Goverment wore to cancel the latter virtually at our invitation, 

ernment svould, as a matter of fact, presumably reply that 
and that Messrs. Strick 
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{49054} No. 501. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Haward Grey—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 665.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, December 7, 1911, 
RUSSIAN Minister tells me that 400 Russian troops have reached Kazvin, 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





[49058} No. 502. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received December 7.) 
(No. 666.) 
(Telezraphic.)_P Tehran, December 7, 1911. 

MR. SHUSTER'S successor. 

Please see yonr telegram No, 422 of yesterday's date. 

T see no special reason for selecting the Dutch Minister. So far as T'am awaro ho 
would not be especially palatable to the Persians, who have invariably reminded :6, 
whenever have mentioned Duteh ble advisers, that Dut 


iceessor to Shuster, 

sian Customs since Naus! 

T fear that, in consequence of 

ie controversy with Shuster last 

it might not view his, appointment, 

ly. Still, in view of his long experience of Persia and of tho 

harmonions manner i h ho has hitherto worked with the two legations, his 

appointinent would be the most practical in the circumstances: any nomineo of the 

two Powers would be viewed by the Persians with « certain amount of dislike, and T 
do not know that Mornard would be more unpalatable to them than any other, 





[49059) No, 503. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 7.) 
(No. 667.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Telivan, December 7, 19L1. 
THE situation in Tehran, 
Sardar Assad hias, contrary to expectation, boen using his influence for moderation, 
and his return to Persia seems therefore to have relieved the situation, 

The Regent to-day informs ane that the general feeling is more reasonable, He 
says that all parties in the Medjliss, including the Democrats, are. inclining towards 
submission, and he gavo ane to understand that the Cabinet would bo ablo to persuade 
the Medjliss to comply with the Russian demands, 





(49055) No. 504. 


Sir Euicard Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No. 779.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 7, 1011. 

XP is desirable that I should explicitly put on record’ certain rmatters of 
importance, so that all risk of possible difference between the two Governments 
may be avoided, and that the lines of futuro co-operation may be indicated, 

You should hand M. Nératof an aide-mémoire of these views, and add’ that whilo 
the present crisis is in progress I do not wish to press him inconveniently on. matters 
of detail, but that more immediate action regarding the dismi - Shuster does 
not seem impossible. I trust, moreover, that tho Russian Government will agree that 
tte policy outlined is in zeneral accordance with their vie 

1. T recognise that the solution of the present crisis must be such as to 
secure a Government in Persia which will conform to the principles of the Anglo- 
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Russian agreement, and not disregard the special and respective interests of the two 
Powers. 

2. 1 trust that the Russian Government will not allow. any solution which would 
entail the return of the ex-Shah, Such a restoration could only embarrass an already 
complicated situation, and is not essential to the object aimed at by both 
Governments. It would not, moreover, be consistent with our dignity to recognise 
him now, after his recent disreaard of the warnings of both Governments not to 
return, and his restoration would give rise to apprehension of vindictive measures 
on hiis part against those in Persia who were instrumental in expelling him, 

3. Mr, ‘above all bo at once succeeded by some foreign financial 
adviser. Russian Ministers at Tehran might sake some recom- 

alter consultation with each othr, so as to ensure the new candidate being 
‘acceptable to the two Governments, 

4. As soon as Russian demands have been conceded, it will be desirable to prevent 
chaos, and to enable Persian Government to restore order; the two Governments 
should therefore cooperate to facilitate measures, such as a loan, in order to secure 
this obj 

Porsian Government would be seriously hampered in this connection were 
n Government to demnity, and I trust that when the crisis is over 
some way of avoiding this difficulty may be found. 
t is understood that occupation of Persian territory by Russia and the 
now in progress are not permanent, but provisional, and that they 
Soon as order in Northern Persia has’ been re-established, aud when 
Russian demands have heen complied with, 





(48913) No. 505. 


dwward Grey to Sir @, Buchanan. 


Foreign Ofice, December 7, 1911. 


‘oninula you sugwest would he nec Failing this you might work on li 
telegram No 


1 becoming Regent should 
condition shoultt b 
nd respect if ho retire 





(49055) 


dieard Grey 
(No, 310) 
(eloxeraphie,) Foreign Orfice, December, 7, 1911, 
MY telegram No, 70 of 7th December tq St. Petersburg 
You should give a memorandinn of thi to M. Sazonow, either direct or through 
Count Benckondorit, for his information, 
a, No. 428, and St. Polersburgh, No. 780.) 





No. 507, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


Foreign Ogice, December 7, 1911, 
THE Russian Ambassador gave me on the 28th ultimo a memorandum, of whieh a 
lnsed,® relative to the dispatch of Russian troops to Khoi. 
i Kivi, being close to the Russian frontier, « 
and) ‘Turks up in the affair, this was on different footing to the 
action Hing taken towards 
Tam, &. 
E. GREY, 





* Not printed, 
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(49186) No, 508, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived December 8.) 
(No. 668.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 8, 1911, 
"THE, Regent. 
His Highness no longer talks of resigning office. hear to-day that he is resolved to 
stay in Tehran until the present crisis is over, unless something unforeseen occurs, 
and that he then intends to take leave of absence for a time, 





(49201) No. 509. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived Decomber 8.) 
(No, 669.) 
(Telegeaphic.) Tehran, Decomber 8, 1911 

SIR G. BUCHANAN'S telegram No, $22 of 6th December. 

T should not have thought that Russia would find it necessary to insist on removal 
of Lecoffre from the subordinate post in the Ministry of Finanee, which he has held 
for two years without any expression of objection from the Russian Government, and 
where he has done useful work. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





(49202) No. 510. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sin Edward Grey.—(Received December 8.) 
(No. 670.) 
(Telegraphic. P.- Tehvan, December 8, 1911. 
RUSSIA and Persia, 
The 


ners; his. Bxcelleney 

form of wordi achieve the desired result and 

not so clearly attack pptable to tho 
Medjliss, who might also be i lleney 
ave the I M yy case if tho Modjliss persisted in 
nds, it would be dissolved and the Cabinot would 


Russian Government would then 

genorally believed that tho ral object of 

ps was to restore the ex-Shah, it would be an excellent way of 

that friendly rolations had been restored between Russia and Porsia wore 

esty to bo got rid of, His Excellency also remarked that Persia, would bo in 

great need of a Ioan or an advance, and that they would require Russia's assistancn 
in procuring one, 





(49203) No. 511. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 8.) 
(No. 671.) 
(Telegraphic) Pe ‘Tehran, December 8, 1911. 


Sirdar Assad called at His Mujesty’s Logation this afternoon and said that ho 
thought his efforts to bring about compliance with the Russian demands would. prove 
He said that ges were inade in the Cabinet he had hopes 
able to persuade the Medjliss to dissolve itself; before dissolving, tho 
the Cabinet full powers to effect a settlement with Russia, 

to persuade those who are opposed to the idea of subinission to Russ 
he relics chiefly on the argument that the troops will not advance beyond Kazvin | 
ids are complied with. “He told the Russian Minister, who was preseut 
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throughout the interview, that if this argument were falsified by events, his position 
would be ruined : 

Russian Minister replied that he had already asked for instructions from his 
Government, and that pending a reply he could give no definite assurances. But he 
added that the troops would in the natural course come to Tehran should the demands 
not be complied with, and that the only possible chance of arresting them at Kazvin 
‘was therefore to comply. 





[49204] No. 512. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received December 8.) 
(No. 672) 
(Telographic.) P. Tehran, December 8, 1911. 
RUSSIAN demands. 
M. Poklewsky, in his interview with Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday, 
mised the latter that he would inform the Russian Government of the substance of 
Tis remarks, 
‘Vhis was omitted from my telegram No. 670 of to-day. 





(49200) No, 513, 


i, Buchanan to Sir Edieard Grey, —(Reecived December 8.) 

No. 7) 
(Welegraphie.) P, St, Peteraburgh, December 8, 1911. 

RUSSIA and Persia, ‘ 

Tsnw M, Nératof to-day and banded him an aidemémoire, and spoke to-him in the 
senso of tho instructions contained in your telegram No, 729 of the 7th December. 

M. Neratof promised to examine the contents of thie aide-mémoire earefully, and to 
give me a roply ina few days in writing, He observed, with reference to point No, 
that it would bo no easy task to find a suitable successor to Mr. Shuster, as he fe 
strongly tht no moro forcign advisers should be recruited from any of the Great 
Powors. It would, moreover, be necessary, in order to prevent Mr. Shuister's successor 
‘assuming dictatorial powers, to dofing the attributions of the post. 





(49372) 
ited December 8) 


St. Petershurgh, December 8, 1911. 


Your teler 2 of the 7th Decemb 

T to-day subinitted to Md la suggested in my telegram No. 923 
of tho Gth December, as I found it was impossible to indice him to waive the objections 
which he has consistently maintained to being a party to a declaration that we would 
nover recognise tho ex-Shahi, 

M, Noratof objected to the passage from the words “in conformity with” down to 
“Praia,” on the score. that its terms would call forth hostile criticism here. In 
deference to his objection 1 agreed to omit these words, subject to your approval. 
M. Noratof also took exception 10 the uso of the word ‘never in the sécoud sentence. 
‘Though the Russian Government would never recognise Mohammed Ali without the 
previous consent of His Majesty's Government, he deprecated the use of the word 
“nover”’ in a public statement, as it would be tantamount to declaring that Russia 
would not recognise the ex-Shalt in a ble circumstances. He suggested that 
it might be possible to use the word in the second sentence in the same way in 
which it was used in the first. "The second sentence, as now altered, would therefore 
run as follows 


(R.) “Russian Government have on their side assured them that, were ex-Shah 
ory fate to regain throne, they would equally not recogrise him, and that,” o, 
End of R) 
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To this amended text M. Nératof had no objection to offer, but he said that he 
must first consult M. Sazonow, as the latter was already engaged in conversations in 
Paris with Sir F. Bertie, and Count Benckendorff and he could not engage the Russian 

hout. his consent. I fear that it will be impossible for me to get 
anything better than the text as now amended, and I should be glad to know whethor 
you would be disposed to accept it. 

On M. Nératof then enquiring whether T bad any assurances to give him ag to the 
appointment of a new Regent, I told him what yon had said in your telegram No. 782, 
and asked whether he wished to put forward any special candidate, He said that. bo 
had no fault to find with Nasr-ul-Mulk, but that it might bo necessary, if the Medjliss 
persisted in its present: intractablo attitude, to appoint a stronger man who woul 
prepared to dissolve that body in caso of necessity. In that ease it would be for the 
two Ministers at ‘Tehran to suggest some suitable candidate after consulting together, 
He said that he did not know whether Sardar Assad would be a good. choico, but 
ho could think of no one else to suggest, though he once let fall the name of the 
Sipahdar, 

I told him that Sit G. Barclay had reported (see his telegram No. 667 of the 
7th December) that Nasr-ul-Mulk now seemed to viewy the situation ina more hopeful 
ight, and ho observed that, in the event of the Medjliss now yielding, it might not bo 
necessary to raise the question of a change of Regent at all. He said that the Porsian 
chargé d'affaires here had mentioned the subject of the second Russian demand at the 

istry of Foreign Affairs, and he hinted that the Russian Government might perhapa 
still find it possiblo to present this demand to the Persian Government in a form which 
night prove more palatable to them, 

I said that, now that there seemed to be a little more hope that the Porsian 
Government would give way, I earnestly hoped that orders would. be sont to delay as 
Jong as possible any advanco of the troops beyond Kazvin, 





[49205]. No. 515, 


Sir FP. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Deceniber 8.) 


(No, 202. Confidential.) 
(olesrap P, Paris, December 8, 1911, 
HIS afternoon 1 began a conversation with M, Sazonow hy some obsorvat 

on the evil effect which any differences in Persia between Englind and Russia 
would havo on the general political situation, and in caso any of your arguments 
had beon omitted by Count Benckendorff in’ his account to M. Sazonow' of the 
conversation which you had with the Ambassador on the 2nd instant, I handed to 
his Exeelleney your despatch No. 315 of that date to Sir G. Buchidnan for his 
perusal. Tafterwards communicated to M. Sazonow, in the form of a memorandum, 
Your views on the subject of Porsia, as set forth in your telogram to, His Majest 
Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, No, 779 of dhe 7th instant. So far ns M. Sazonow is 
personally concerned he concurs in and accepts those views, but in the matter of tho 
indemnity demanded by tho Russian Goverament he eannot say whether they would 
meet with the acquiescence of the Russian Minister of Finance. However, on 
reaching St. Petersburgh on the 13th instant, his Excellency will discuss the wholo 
Persian question with His Majesty's Ambassador, and he will do. his best to get tho 
demand dropped or to bring about some sort of compromise by which its burden 
would be mitigated. 





(49055) No. 516. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir P. Bertie.® 

(No, 346) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Ogiee, December 8, 1911, 
MY telegram No, 779 of yesterday 
You should supplement ‘i 


3 given to Russian Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs by following explanation regarding point 6. 


© Also to Sir G. Buchanan (No, 789), 
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‘This stipulation was intended to mean that as soom as order was re-established all 
Resin trope, including those at Tabreez and Ardebil, should be withdrawn from 
Northern Persia, 





(49240) No. 517. 


Sir B. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived December 9.) 
(No, 587.) : 
Sir, Paris, December 8, 1911. 
A DINNER was gi i ister for Forei 
the Russian Mi i 
the whole of hi 


isters for Kore 

After dinner Dhad tow rsation with M. Sazonow, whom I knew 

well in 1908; and 1904 at Rome, where he was seeretary, of the Russian Legation to the 
odited (othe King of Ttaly, and in the autum of 1904, when he 
Russian Embassy and Twas acting as Under-Secretary at the 

Foreign Offic in the place of Sir Thomas Sanderson, who was then ill. 

In reply to my enquiry as to whether he was going direct to St. Pate 
hon, M. Sudonow stated that he had wished, as was natura, to 
und confer with you before retin 
the lung, for whieh he hid gone an operatio i 
wats still op hud been strongly advised by the surgeon 
had attended hi danger of sea-sickness, for it might be a se 
Tuatter iv his presont condition, He was, therefore, obliged’ to postpone n visit to 
Tondon intil the spring, when he certainly would carry out the intention which for the 
present he was obliged to abandon. Tsaid that you would much regret not seeing him 
and particularly the eause whieh prevented it, 

M. Suzonow expressed the wish to 
éxphitin to me, for your infor on the y 
Ttold him that L was expoctine from ye 
con to this Bmibassy, and. he did so this afternoon, ‘ 

T hogan the conversation by referring to the anxi ich you felt at the situation 
ereated in Porsia by: the demands made onthe tof that country by the 
Russian Gove r ure of an troops. 1 said that the world 

tion was Hot wn 


tho question of Porsia to 
of the securities for the pris Hf jweace, vie, a tl 
batwoe it, Knyghinl, anid Krance, Lt wis most import erent 
must inevitably have an evil. eff ral political situation. 
M. Sizonow concurred, aii, itt case ¢ in London had © 
from his wecount to his Excelloney of the conversution which he had with y 
dl instant any observations of importance which you had made to the Au 
‘on that oecasion ri to thy question of Persia, L gave to M, efor perusal 
tho despatch (No. 315) to mation, 
Tafterwands had 
transnit to you he py, diving your views as described in your tel 
erday to Sir G, Vitehannn. 
ny. sill Uhat, so fir as tiv was personally concerned, le concurred in and 
cepted your views, He could not answer, however, for the acquiescence of the 
Russian Minister of Pinan in your view in regard to the inde y. He would, 
However, on reaching St. Petersburgh on the 13th instant dob a 
cither the dropping of the demand tor a money payn 
the of which avould be to suitigate the buriten of it, and hw would discuss the 
Whole, question off Persia with His Majesty's Ambarsador after ho had examined tl 
situation at St Petersburgh. M. Sazonow then refer the sriewane 
august the Persian Goveroment. They were wuny, hie sti 
accontuated ovving, he feared, to what was Russian consideration for Persian weakness, 
Dut hid been interpreted as Russ ess by the Persian Government, viz, the 
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Premature withdrawal of the Russian troops when on a previous occasion they were 
marching towards Tehran. Oriental peoples were not. persuaded by any argument but 
foree, and the Persian Government had traded on the pationce of Russin, Ml. Sasonewr 
said that he fully appreciated the importance of not allowing the Persian question ts 
assume dimensions that might react on the general relations between Russia, and 
England, and you might depend npon his doing fis bast to brig abou a gettonane ae 
avoid such a result. He thought there was unnecessary nervousness in, England in 

rd to Russian poliey in Persia. ‘The Russian Government had no desire to occupy 
‘Tehran unless absolutely necessary to obtain satisfaction, nor to seo a restoration of thes 
exShab, "His Majesty was entirely discredited in Persia, and he could not. bo of ay 
service to Russian designs against the integrity of Persia if such designs existed, whic 
they certainly did not, 

M. Sazonow leaves Paris on the evening of the 10th instant, 

Thave, &, 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 


——<$———— 


Enclosure in No, 517. 


Memorandum communicated to M, Sazonow, 


STHE question of Persia is tho soureo of great anziety to Sir Edward Groy. Ho 
has spoken seriously on the subject. to Count Benckendorfl, who will no doult, hago 
ported to M. Sazonow the conversation which Sir Kdward Grey had swith the 
Ambassador on the 2nd instant, 

Sir Edward Grey desires to put on record now his views on certain points in order 
fo avoid the risk of a possible difference between the Russian and British Government, 
‘and to indicate the lines on which, in his opinion, they. ma inue to co-operate; 
and in doing so he cousiders it desirable that he should’ bo explicit on cortain tatters 
of importance, viz. 


1. He recognises that the outeome of the present situation must be to aecure tho 
stablishment of a Government in Persia that will conform to the principles of the 
AngleRussian agreement and pay proper regard to the special interests of Groat Britain 
and Russia respectively. 

Te would not be consisten he dignity of England to recognise a restoration 

al after the manner in which he has disregarded the warnings given. to 

he Russian and the British Governments not to rvturn to Berta, His 

ntial to the object described in point 1. Tt would, morvover, 

Persia of vindictive measures on his part againal those who 

Wore instrumental in expelling him from the country. Sir Edward Grey. thoveline 

trusts that the Russian Gi ill not add to the embarrassinents of the situation 
hy permitting, @x-Shah to be the outoome of the preswnt erisis, 

8, The Rossian and ers at Tehran should at ones confor together ax 
to the election of a forvign financial adviser to be recommended as successor te 
M: Shuster for i is moat important that one should be found who would. bo nevoptable 
to both England and Russia, 

4; As soon us the Russian demands on tho Persian Government have been conceded, 
the British and  Hussian Governments should together consider and. co-operate. iy 
Ineasures, a loan being one of them, for preventing chaos, and for putting tho Persian 
Government into a position to restore order, 

8. The demand for an put forward by Russia, would, if exacted, 

pair the object point 4. Sir E. Grey hopes that when the 
resent criss is past the Russian Governinent will find means of avoiding the difieulty 
which would be caused by an insistence on the payment of an indemnity: 

6, Sir E, Grey understands that, aa soon the Bee ds have been 
complied with and order in Northern Plrsia has been restored, tho military measures 

eupation of Persian territory, which are now in progress and are stated to he 

ional and not permanent, will cease, 

ir Edward has directed Sir Francis Bertio, when communicating his views. to 
M. Sazonow, to state that the only point on which it seems possible to take immediate 
action is the consideration by the British and Russian representatives at Tobran of the 
question of a successor to Mr. Shuster, but Sir E, Grey trusts that M. Sazonow will 
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concur with him that the policy which he has outlined accords with the views of the 
Russian Government, 


Paris, December 8, 1911. 





[49324] No. 518. 
Inidia Ofice to Foreign Ofice —(Reeeived December 9.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 9th December, 
1911, relative to Major Stokes, 


Tndia Office, December 9, 1911. 


Enclosure in No, 518. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe, 


(Telographie.) BP. December 9, 1911. 
FOLLOWING telegram saa sant to Barclay on the 7th instant, with 

his telegram of the 2nd instant, Major Stokes having stated his inter 

orders :— 


‘Stokes should be instructed that he is directed by commander-in-chief to leave 
‘Tohran for India within one week at most. Ho may draw on you for travellin 
expenses subject to adjustment of advance, and he should travel vid Caucasus an 
London.” 





[49286] 


Notes on Mr. Shuster's Charges,—(Communicated by Count Benckendorff, 
December 9, 1911.) 


Retour de Mohammed Ali, 


Les archives du Ministiro Impérial témoignent, avec documents & V'apy 
Hiombroux avertissements expédiés & Vex-Schah A Odessa en vue de prévenir toute 
agitation do ga part 


Arreatation d'émigrés russes, 


Lo Gouvernement persan Iuisméme avait signalé au Gouvernement Impérial la 
conduite nuisible de ees iudividus et avait demandé leur expulsion; la Légation 
Impérialo s'est déolarée toute préte & faire droit & cette demande sitdt qu'elle aurait 
rogu des renseignements circonstanciés sur eux. 


Déclaratione de Sarilar-Arshad concernant UAmbassadeur de Russie d Vienne, 
Cos declarations ont été ddinent démenties (il est affirmé dans la lettre de 
Mr. Shustor qu’clles ne Vout pas ct 


“Beat” de Reschid-ul-Mull, Gouverncur d'Ardebil au consulat général de Russic 
@ Tabriz. 


Cette cireonstance, avec beaucoup de détails tres exagérés, est invoquée comme 
prouve do violation do noutralité, En réalité, Reschid-ulcMulk a pris“ best” por 
echapper A une exécution sommaire (sans jugement) que le Gouverneur général loval 


80 déclarait impuisgant & empécher. Ayant été a la téte de forces tout & fait 
insignifiantes envoyées contre les Shahzevones, il avait été mis en fuite par ces 
domniers ot était pour cela accusé de trahison, 
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Maintien du calmed Tabriz, 


Cette mesure, comme le fait trie: justement remarquer le “Times,” était, plutdt 
en faveur du Gouvernement persan, puisqu’elle constituait un obstacle & la eonquéte de 
Ja ville par les troupes du Schab, 


Tiincident du fonetionnaire persan arrété par le consul russe d Astrabad, 
Cet incident est présenté sous son vrai jour par le “Times,” 


Infraction de neutralité, 


‘Toutes les mesures visées & ce sujet par Mr. Shuster étaient en réalité indispensables 
pour la protection des intéréts et sujets russes. 


“Beat” 


En critiquant la contume du “best et du “ protégéship,” Mr. Shuster témoigno 
de son ignorance des conditions locales, 


Abus de protection, 


accusation contre la légation et les consulats russes d’accorder assistance au 
Persang qui chercheraient se servir de la protection russe pour éviter leurs, 
obligations vis-i-vis de leur Gouvernement, est également de mauvaise foi. C'eat 
ainsi, par exemple, que le Ministre de Russie a été chargé de déclarer A un des plus 
anciens Kadjars, le Prince Uz-ud-Dovlé, qu'il perdrait Ja protection russe si l'aceusation 
de se dérober au paiement des taxes régulitres se trouvait fondée, 





(49336) No. 520, 


G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 9.) 
No. 320.) 
‘slographic.) P, St, Petersburgh, December 9, 1911. 

PERSIA, 

Sir G. Barclay's telegram No, 669 of the 8th December, 

I spoke to-day to M. Nératof in the sense of the above telogra 

He replied that the employment of Mz Lacoffre in the Ministy of Pinaoo at 
‘Tehran would not be agreeable to the Russian Government, both hecauso of Lecoflre's 
well-known anti-Russian sentiments and of the intimate relations in which he had 
stood to Shuster and Stokes. It ought not to be difficult, hie said, to find an 
appointment elsewhere for M, Lecoffre. 

M, Nératof added that he was now convinced, from information which he had 
received recently, that Stokes was at the bottom of all the troubles that had eaused the 
Present crisis. Tt was Stokes who had inspired! Shuster’s policy, and been his 
evil angel. 





[49337] No. 521. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Reeeived Decomber 9.) 
(No. 330.) 
‘olegraphic.) I. St, Petoraburgli, December 9, 1911, 

MY telegram No, 997 of 8th December, 

T have. recsived private letter from the Acting Minister for Forvign Aflains stating 
that he is instructing the Russian Minister at Tehran to consult Sit G. Barclay as to 
choice of successor to Shuster and to communicate result of their (? deliberations) ax 
soon as possible. His Excellency states that, according to established principle, official 
rust be chosen from subjects of some secondary Power, He added that it. is essential 
that certain limits should be imposed beforchaad. on activity of future financial adviser, 
whose functions must be strictly confined to those of an advisor to Finance Department, 
Powers conferred hy Medjliss on Shuster will therefore have to be considerably curtailed, 
and he is consulting with Russian Minister as to best means of effecting this. 
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(49434) No, 522. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received December 9.) 
(No, 331.) 
(Telegraphic) P, St. Petersburgh, December 9, 1911. 

RUSSIA and Persia, 

‘Tehran telegrams Nos, 668, 670 and 671 of &th December. 

In a conversation which { had with M. Nératof this afternoon I spoke very 
seriously to his Excellency on the Persian question. Lest he should think that I wey 
exaggerating the opposition which you havo to face in Parliament, I said that I would 
road to him, for his confidential information, some remarks on the situation which so 
true a friend of Russia as Sir A. Nicolson had made to me in a private letter, and T 
then read to him extracts from the letter from Sir A. Nicolson which reached me. by 
this moming's messenger. I said that it now seemed possible that Porsia migght yield 
aud ayree to the Russian demands, but that, if such a desirable result were to be 
attained, it was essential that the Russian Government should give a definite assurance 
that, in the event of the Persian Government complying with their demands, they 
would withdray, the Russian troops. T repeated my warning that the Anglo Russian 
Agrecuient would harily bear the strain of an occupation of Tehran by Russian troops, 
‘ind that sneh an occupation must therefore be avoided at all costs, 

M. Nératof repeated oreo more his old arguments in justification of the action 
taken by Russia, aud added that M, vas expected back in St, Petersburgh on 
Wordnesdlay next, and that his, po escent was consequently a somewhat delicate 
one. He believed, however, that hi nt would be willing to give an 
that no forward movement from Kasvin would be made before 21st December 
if by that date the Por ent had complied with the Russian demands Russia 

peditionary force, provided that the Porsians had 
an attack on a consulate or any: sim 
provocation in the meanwhile, With regard to the troops at Tabrece their withdraveel 
would have to be amde the t of 4 special arrangement by which the Persian 
Government would engage to ereato a police force under Persian control iu, nothes 
ratof promised to lot iu dolinite reply as soon as possible after 
ovtsof, 
Regen 
inning, that ofliee if on 
In the presont state of t 

Ava nob «str With the diffiulties of the situation, ‘The present 
régime was rf He Constitution as originally framed, and the powers 
of the Medjliss ought to ho curta led, and steps ought to be taken to establish s 
tol ten asked whether the Russian Government could. count on our 
Support in the event of their wishiiuy to recommend some Persia Regent for the 
post of Primo Minister, I said that I was not in a position to give ‘an answer 
on this point, but 1 repeatid to the substance of your conversation with 
Count Honckendorf, and what you had. said aw to the two Governments securing the 
nt vell disposed towards this country. Tobserved 
xcollonoy hid. hinted to me bis daira emcee 
our support for do i the Russian Government might eventually put forward 
Without clearly stating the nature of those demands, He scarcely seemed ts kee 
Nisélf exactly what hi wanted, and it was, therefore, rathor too much to expect us to 
promike boforchand to support them, In'my personal opinion the best cotrce would 
he for tho two Ministors at 1 ult together as to any proposals which 

M, Poklowski might wish to w to setting the relations of Persin 
Russia on a more friendly ‘ Sir G. Barclay could then communicate 


suggestion, admitting at the same time that his 

rs ious consideration to the question of what measures 

avo to be recommended at Tehran, His Excellency said that it 

woul] be impossible for the Russian Government to accept the Persian counter-proposal 
with regard to the i ts wording was far too vague, but, at the same 
times ls really doos seem desirons to avoid an advance of the Russian’ troops to Tehewns 
amd T think it would encourage him to pursue a policy of couelliaton df L nena 
authorived to toll him that instructions had been sont to Sir G. Barclay to discuss with 
M, Poklewski-any suggostious that the latter might lay before him aud if T-wave 
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authorised to add that, in the examination of all such proposals, you would be awayed 
by a strong desire to meet, as far as possible, Pret of the Russian Goverament. 
wwe, &e. 
GEORGE W BUCHANAN. 





[49053] No. 523. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Bardlay, 
(No. 435.) 


(Telezraphic,) P, Foreign Office, December 9, 1911, 

OXIDE. 

Please see your telegram No. 064, 

Although anxious to help Weir's as much a8 possible, wo should prefer’ not to 
ress their claim against Persian Government, in view of argument we have employed 
against the German Government in the Abu Musa case, namely, that.“ cancellation of 
concession by sheikh eannot give rise to claim for damages against. him or German 
subject who holds contract with concessionnaires.”” (Seo * Asintio Turkey and Arabia” 
volumes and print.) Would not Muin bo rendered amenable to suggestion. that Weir's 
Tights must be safeguarded by compensation, froin Muin or otherwise, from tho {wet 
that, as far as 1 can see, Weir has claim against latter (which would not bo barzed by 
clauso.in supplementary contract with Weir) if Muin rogains concession on comtition, 
of carrying out. contract with Strick. Whother Mui would then ave sight ot 
Foeqering amount from Strick does not concern ua. Something might, 1 should say, 
be done on these lines. I presume that undor nevw coutract Mus agent wil still bo 

linger. 





[49058] No. 524, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 436. 
By ) 


ezraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 9, 1911, 
TREASURER-GENERAL : Your tilogram Necehd of the 7th December, 

(Theappointment of M Mornard would by quite agrevable to His Majenty's Govern 
Mele, important: point is that a successor should at once bo appointed to 
Mr. Shuster's post as soon as the latter retires, 





[48587] No, 525, 


Foreign Ofice to Mesera, Hllinger and Co, 


Foreign Office, December 9, 1911. 
tary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
he ath, Oth, 18th, and 29th ulm, native Ga question 
fe from Hormuz 
Majesty's Mi 
taration of the Hormug 0: 
ns, no agrecnunt executing. it 
of Public Works, 
posed to think that Muin has not yet decided whether 
neession on the terms offered by the Persian Government, and fools 
that, until the desision arrived at by Muin is ascertained, ho isnot in a position to gave 
any advice with regan to the claims of Messrs. Weir and Co, and yourselves of to 
Tene ake meponsibility for any statements you may desire to make to Mun in reply 
to his recent letters. 
apis Position of your claim, and that of Messrs, Weir and Co, is receiving most 
carefil considerat id when the actual fucts of the situation have become clear a 
further communication will be made to you. 
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Jam, however, to point out to you that it is impossible to stop further shipments 
¢f otide except: by the use of force, and that such action on the part of His ‘Majesty's 
Government is, of course, quite out of the question, 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLE’ 





(49596) No. 526, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 10.) 
(No, 832) 
(Telegraphic.) P. ‘St, Petersburgh, December 10, 1911. 

MY immediately preceding telegram, 

Acting Ministor for Foreign Affairs has sent me a statement of views of Russian 
Governinent with rogard to ex-Shah and the eventual movements of Russian trovpe 
which will, he trusts, furnish you with necessary material for a parliamentary statement 
on Russian poliey in Persin. 

Following is a translatio 


rial Government, having repeatedly declared that military measures to which 
it hha» been forged to have recourse in Porsia have absolutely no connection wah 
Mohammad Ali Shah's aspirations to Persian throne, desires to reconlitm that declorstarg 
in most categorical manner, It would not on a 
could possibly be attributed to 
contrary to the principle 
present Government. 


4 previo 
* Russian Buchanan's 
nication an part promises its 
ind Persia, 
ion, should 
question arise, of a Regent well 
“Iinperial M 
at Kazvi 
Russ 
troops to capital beforo this date 
“Imperial Govei is 
Kadvin as soon as possible, and 
Persian Government shall nyo su 
Rue 
im gent, an attack against fi 
‘ots of provocation against Russia, disorders in gon 
would obviously renter recall of detache 


‘io official communication from me to which the statemont rofers is one in which 

ed myself to informing M: Nératof of the views expressed in your telegram 

2 of the 7th December swith regard to Sardar Assad, and to repeating to ine 

Hicellnes’ what you had said to Count Benickendosf, as| given. in sour despatch, 

of the Zid December. In ease you should consider that M. Nératot ie 

iterpreting your views too widely, it woild be well that T should point this out 

to him, 

| had hoped to be furnished with something much more precise with regard to the 

ex-Shah and tho recall of the Russian troops, but I fear that it-will be impossible for 
ame to make any: progress in the matter until M. Sazonow's return to St. Petersburgh, 
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49653) No. 527. 


Leliran, December 11, 1911. 
7 604 of 27th November, 
thinks that he ean erect the necessary temporary accommodation for 
6,500 tomans covered by contract signed already, 
x {rust that this will be sanctioned. pending more permanent arrangements if 
wired, 
Pe (aedaresesd Tandon repeated Foreign and Shiraz.) 





[49677] No. 528, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 11.) 
te Sra 
(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, December 11, 1911, 

'ASSUIANOES to Bakar, 

[leave see my telegrams Nos, G51 and GOL of the 4th and Oth instant respectively, 

T told Sardar Assad of the assurances given to the Bakhtiari khang My Russian 
sPilcogwe and T agreed, therefore, that unless we wore prossed (0 givo them in writing 
it Was not necessary to do 80, a8 the ostensible reason for the request, for them to 
writing no longer existed. 

N7o.ae now being pressed to give them, and, as the Khans woro led to expect them, 
T think we must do so. 

‘The Russian Minister tells mo that when tolegraphing to his Government tho text 
tur xerbal assurances he added the words “whoever is in power” at tho end, after 
No Wout Hakitiris He used these words in the conversation reported in my telegram 
No. 592 of the 21st ultimo, but they wero not inserted in tho werbal eemoughenirs 
puported in my telegram No, O07 of the 28th ultimo. My Russian colleague, would 
like to insert thom in the written communication. I see no objection to thor insertion, 


sithey donot appear to inereaso in any way our obligations, Would yon lot ane 
know your views # 





(49654) No, 529. 


Sin G, Barclay to Sir Badweard Grey.—(Reccived December 1,) 


(No. 675, 
(Lelegraphic.) R. Tehran, December 11, 1911, 
RUSSIAN Minister informed me that Russian troops will be concuntrated’ at 
Kazvin by to-morrow or the day after, 
(Addressed to Foreign Office, sent to India and St, Potersburgh.) 





(49672) No, 530, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 
(No. 676.) 
Tekvan, December 11, 1911. 


Minister for Foreign Affairs informed mo that 
anges, and that it would be presented to Medjliss 
today in its new form. “His Excellency assured me that tho changes that have Lem: 
mado were such as inspired the full confidence of the Medjliss; adding’ that, the 
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Modjliss intended to invest the Cabinot with 
‘on lines which would not conflict with the ind 
Minister for Foreign 
immense sacrifice of isi 
demand in the Russi 
foroigners in Persian service, 
which might injure tho inte 
formula. differed! from that w 
repeated to me from memory ( 
but Ministor for Foreign Aifai 
Minister for Foreign lied 
with on the condition that Per ft were assured-that Russia would not 
Prost for a large indemnity, but would only ask for such sum as could be paid by 
Persia in her extrome penury., z 
Tn eonelnsion, his Excellency begged that His Majesty's Government would use 


their good offices to bring about the retention of the troops at Kazvin while neoetlatinea 
wero proceeding. 





(49666) 


Sir G1 Barclay to Sir Badweard Grey— {Received December 11.) 
(No, 677.) 
(Teles raphic.) 1; ran, December 11, 1911. 

RUSSIA and Persia 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs came to see me this morning. He said that he 

nstructing the Persian Minister in London to ex} press to you the desire of the 
Persian Government to take part in the conversations which he Td heard were now 
proceeding between Majesty’s Govornment and the Russian Government as to a 
rogramne to regulate the relations between the two Powers and Persia. The Persian 
Borernmonc alg ssid to he noe any tripartite agreemont which might be the 
‘outcome of these conversations, 

‘The Persian Government, his Xcelloney said, were very. desirous of being freed 
from the had hitherto prevented them from dealin, with the 
intornal i they wore in consequence most anxious to secure a stable basis of 
good relations with Russia; it would be ier to achieve this end were the Persian 
Government to participate in the Present conversations, as they would be thus enabled 
to make their viows known and to proparo the ground in Persia for tho neceptanee ot 
an eventual agreemont should any be reached. ‘The Persian Government, mighe 
otherwise, he confronted with some agreement conclu between Great Britain and 
Russia which they would find it npossible to accept. 





(49327) No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
i 
Melegranhic) Foreign Ogiee, December 11, 1911, 
YOUR te egram No, 328 of 9th December, 
Your language approved. 
We will decept ainended text if M. Sazonow confirms it, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 442.) 





[49807] No, 533, 


Sir Eitward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


No. 801 

(a graphic.) Voreign Ofte, December 11, 1911. 
BELSTAN Minato informs me that damian a ster is practically agreed to. 

Ho represented ery earnestly that some formula should be found about forign advisers, 


and asked my intervention for this. replied that 1 could promise nothin 
having announced demands, it was not, consistent with her dignity to waive them. E 
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should be very glad if formula could be found which, while giving sufficient assurance 
about future foreign advisers, would be easier in form for Pers 
but this T thought could best be discussed direct with Russian Minister at Tehran, 

You should. inform Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, and say that, if Ri 
Government think any coucession can be made in point of form without sacrificing 
substance, Sir G. Barclay will be instructed to co-operate at Tebran in getting Persians 
to accept it. (End of R) 

Your telegram No, 931, 

You may speak to Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in sense of last paragraph, 

Persian Minister asked me to-day that if any changes other than those aflectod by 
the three fimdamental Russian demands were required, they should be settled aultly 
in consultation with Persian Government, und that no public demands should be pit 
forward. 

icblied that I wonld be ready to use all my influeneo in this direction when once 
the three demands had been complied with, provided I was assured of real desire 
of Persian Government to co-operate with the wo Powers, 





(49200) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 

(No. 801.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P, pice, Dreomber 11, 1911, 

‘TREASURER-GENERAL, 

AVo might find precedent for now treasurer-genoral in correspondence respecting 
M. Bizot's appointment in 1908. ‘This might obviate quostion of curtailment. ¢f 
powers. 

Reference is to your telegram No, 330 of the 9th December, and, with regard to 
the correspondence referred to, please seo particularly Mr, Marlina's despatch No, OB 
of the 24th March, 1908. 





[49009) No. 585. 


Sir Edward Groy to Sir G, Barelay. 
(No. 153, 
Sir, Foreign Osiee, December M1, 1911. 
THE Persian Minister called on the Sth instant to ask unofl ether His 
Majesty's Government would be disposed to take steps towards rajuc i 
Goverment to refrain from advancing their troops further than Kasvin, 40. as to give 
time to the Joyernment to discuss in what manner they could best meet the 
Khan that ho thought that the best and most direct 
Government to converse with the Russian Minister at 
a8 His Majesty's Government conld hardly, as matters now stand, act in the 
manner proposed, 





(49667) No. 53 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Office, December 11, 1911, 
THLE Persian Minister called at this Ofies on tho Sth instant, He way especially 
anxious that His Majesty's Government. should our to induce the Russian 
‘ir demands on the Persian Govern it. 

Khan that somo time back, before the present. crisis, 

‘le a similar request to the Persian Government on two occasions, 

h the object of curtailing in any way Persian independence, but. for 
the sitnple motive of avoiding any subsesjuent frietion and complication 

Mehdi Khan ssid that the Persian chargé daffainos wt St. Petersburgh had 


[us24] 4A 
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telegraphed to him that he thought the Russian Government might be disposed to 
compromise on the question. 4 
Tir A Nig so vopliod Got if Ramiacwere ready to subscribe to any formula which 
might, s0 to say, suve the face of the Persian Government, no difficulty would be 
raised here, 
Tam, &e. 
E. GREY. 





(49668) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 321, 
ae eu) Foreign Office, December 11, 1911, 

M. BARDAC and Count @’Amoux called on Sir A. Nicolson on the 7th instant to 
say that they represented all the principal financial establishments in Paris in regard 
Uo, instituting “société détudes” to examine the question of w ‘Trans-Persian 
railway, ‘Choy enquired what wore the views of THis Majosty’s Government in regard 
to thy ling, ‘Sir.A. Nicolson told them that His Majesty's Government had no objection 
in principle to the li fact, rogurdod it henevolently, but expressed no opinion as 
to its economic or financial side, and would grant no guarantees.» Moreover, it the lino 
wore © constructed we should wish it to follow a certain tracé in the south, 7 

said that they had seen Tord Revelstoke and were to seo him again this 

‘nd that they wished to. form a * société d'études” from the French houses 
with an English representation, which they thought. should be the London Committe 
of the Ottoman Bank. Lord Revelstoke had not weleomed this combination. 

Sir A. Nicoon remarked that the project seemed rather outside the province of 
the Ottoman Bank, and, after some further conversation, asked them to let him havo a 
memorandum as to their views and desires, which they had better draw up after they 
had seen Lord Revelstoke ayain, 

‘hey: promised to ilo 80. d 

Tam, & 
GREY, 





No, 533 
‘reemweay to Mr, Mallet —(Ieevived Dees 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Dear Mr, Mallet December 11, 1911 
I ENCLOSE copy of letter Lyrote last miail to Mr. Brow Il be much, 
obliged if you can see me to-morrow afternoon —if possible, by nd A pat — 
in councetion with the matters roferred to therein 


. GREENWAY, 


nclosure in No 
Ar. Greenway to Ms. Bron (Tehran). 


Winchester House, OU Broad Street, London, 
December 7, 1911, 
veil sour letters of the 18th and 31st October, and duly note contents 
T havo not proviously acknowledyed thom, because, in the present state of 
= in Persia, it would be only waste of time to continue in the meantime our 
Tespondleree about the railways aud mines. have no doubt, however, that you are 
urmansing in such o way that negotiations may be resimed at th 
Have heen dropped as soon as. ont troubles are 
miy step into his shoes, Vakiley-Roy: "0 
weto doing, aud will, F presume, he te to assist in the nego 
ayain whenever Shuster, or anyone bso, position to resume? : 
Phu ohjver of this letier is ehiclly to gequaint you with some information 1 have 
obtiiued in'conuvetion with Wilson's negotiations in'the matter of the extension of t 
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road concession. In his letters he has stated that Shuster and the Foreign Minister 
had both indicated that they were opposed to the extension, becauso of the diliculties 
it would creato in connection with the negotiations with us for the construction of 
allways over the same alignment, Wilson thereupon, he writes, assured thom thet 
there were no grounds at all for their fears, as the extension of the road concession 
would not in any way interfere with the building of a railway along the samo route 
[by Lynch]. Shuster was, he says, eventually quito convinced by his representations, 
and promised to support his application for the extension, which was, Wilson writes, 
to have come before the Medjliss shortly after the date of his letter, 

Wilson farther writes that be saw Sir George Barclay, to whom he mado similar 
representations, and. that Sir George also promised to do hig utmost to assist. him in 
securing the extension. 

All this is news to me, and is extremely difficult to understand, 

Tean understand Sir George Barclay agrecing to support Lynch's application for 
an extension, provided it was mado clear that no railway rights were given with it 
because the British Government do not, of course, want the road eoncession to entirely 
lapse, 80 long as a railway ession thax not taken its place, for fear that the road 

le hands. 

But T cannot understand his agreeing to support an application for an extension of 
the concession on its original terms (i.e. with prion rights 10 railways), in view of his 
Knowledge of the negotiations which you have, with the full support of the Foreign 
Office, been carrying ou on behalf of the Persian railway syndicate 

scan T understand how Wilson has succeeded in convincing: Mr. Shuster 

of the road concession in its original terms will not interforo with the 

construction of a raily mament by the Persian railway syndicate, or 
sport to its renewal, 

Lynch's last wish isto seo railways built. in Southern 

lective being the protection of his carrying trade on tho. Tigeis), we 

certain that, if he succeeds in getting a renewal of the road concostion 

ns (Hc, With priority of claim to railway construction), he will block 

the proposed Molammerah-Khoremabad Railsvay to. the utmost possible extont, and 

ot permit, its consthuction unless his rights under the road concession ate bonghe out 

ata very big figure—such as would compensate him for the damage that such 

ne would probably do to his ‘Tigris carrying trade, 

1 shall bo glad if you can throw any light on the above points, because I have 
understood fru your previous letters that the Persian Government aud Ae, Shusioe 
Were fully alive t0 the “pitfall” that confronted them in the railway rights included in 
tho original road concession. Perhaps they, or you, seo somo way of avoiding this. 
confess Tdon't; and it appears to me aid to’ other members of the syndicate, that 
Lynch's whole object in desiring to become a member, and. in unsuccessfully halting, 
as he did, for control, was to create some such a position as the one which thee ue 
seems to be danger of securing. 

There is, of course, no objection at all to Lyich securing an extension of the road 

rights, and, in fact, we should do, everything wo ean to 
but I hope you will make Sir George, Shustor, and ovoryone 
if renewed in its original form, it will’ undoubtedly tuean ‘that. the 
construction of the Khoreimnabad Railway will be indefinitely postponed, becauso such 
railway would mean a very serious roduetion in the ieome of the ‘ge and Euplitates 
Na n Company, autly heavy personal loss to Lyncly himself 
fuctor—i.c. the protection of Lynch's interest on the Vigris—is, many of ts ure quite 
eed, the “ key-uote” of all Lynch's political scheming, which, expressed in plat 
language, is “anything to keep Persia from securing railways,” ot at any rate, 
railways that have any other outlet than the River Tigris, 
I nention confidentially that Lynch has asl 
ut to et tho Foreign Office support for a railway from Bagdid or 
to Menileli, and thence to Kermanshah, with, of courso, the abovo object in view: an 
hocauso he thinks such a line mig ely’ postpone the bnilding of the 
Khorewabsd line, 


Yours sincerel; 











276 
[49855] No, 539, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Héteard Grey—(Received December 12.) 
0. 678. 
(iaiperkia) R. Tehran, December 12, 1911. 


STOCKHOLM telegram No, 28 of 6th December, 
Seven Swedish gendarmerie officers have reached Resht, 


(49868) No. 510, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.— (Received December 12.) 
(No, 679.) 


(Lelegraphic.) P, Tehran, December 12, 1911, 
HORMUZ oxide. 
Please s¢ ur telegram No. 435 of the 9th instant, 

‘suit were brought against Muin 
on what ground such a suit could be bronght 
quite hopeless to try to persuade Muin to 
Strick under the terms of the new concessio) 
contract with Weir just as effecti 
and it would be 
view of the 


tuated by 
acting in collusion with 
Medjliss. 

[have never thought, since the supplementary contract was brought to my notice, 
that Mr. Weir, and still less Ellinger, had any claim against the Persian Government 
except ono in equity, 

If the claim against the Persian Government is not to be pressed, and in my 
opinion, as you already know, part of i linger's larger item—is exceedingly weak, 
and if a compromise mong the parties at home is still unobtainable in s ite of the 
change in the situation, I think that, as there would presumably be no objection on 
the part of Muin to pay Messrs. Weir and Bllinges atever compensation he could 
expeet to recover (undo ity clause in Strick’s contract) in a British vourt 
from Strick, our bi to consult the Law Officers of the Crown as to 
what procedure followed in order to subordinate a cl im against Muin to a 
decision of a Brit tribunal as to the extent of Strick’s liability and how best. such 
legal proceedings could be facilitated. 

‘The arguments on which the ultimate decision of a British court would be founded 

i Stultify those used here by the legation in enuting the claim, 

ist Muin oy # tho Persian Government, aud our reputation for just 

Acaling might be seriously injured. Ror thi jon I find it difficult to share your 

view that the ultimate decision of a British court does not concern His Majesty's 
Government. 

So long as thie Strick contract is being worked off Muin would, so far as I can 
oa Hae Ho Feason to employ an agent (see last paragraph of your telegram under 
reply). 


ee 


(49869) No. 541, 


Sir @. Barelay to Sir Edward Gri (Received December 12.) 

(No, 680.) 

(Telographie,) P. 
RUSSIA and Persia, 
Nows that the Persian Government Were entertaining hopes that some modification 

might be effected in the terms of the Russian demands hi ing reached the Russian 

Legation, my Russian colleague informed the Persian Goverment last night, that his 

Government had not empowered him to negotiate in any way respecting the ultimatum, 

and that when negotiating with the Medjliss with a view to ducing them to yield the 


Tehran, Decomber 12, 1911, 





(49875) Ree 
(No, 99,8” & Barelay to Sir Bdicard Grey— (Received December 12.) 


(Pelographie.) P. Tehran, December 12, 1911. 
to my telogram of 6th December, 

come art fom Ministor for Foreign Affairs that the foree sent by the Government to 

Kormanshiah has now reached that town, 


—— ee 


(1624) 
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Cabinet must work on the basis of the original wording of the three demands of the 
ultimatum, 

‘The Russian Government have asked the Russian Minister whether a slight 
modification of the second demand would have any effect locally. M, Poklewski has 
telegraphed in reply, that acceptance of the Russian demands might be facilitated 
thereby, but that the Persian Government wovll be encouraged to ask for further 
oucessions if it were known now that there was any chance of somo mitigation, 
Russian Minister added that if the Russian Goverament, therefore, were prepared to 
soften the second demand, their best course would be merely to authorise him to 
accept such a formula as the Russian Government would agree to, should ho see that 
compliance by the Persian Government with the three demands would be the result 
of his acceptance of it, 





(49854) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived December 12.) 
(No. 681.) 
) Pe, Teliran, December 12, 1911, 
Persian Cabinet and the Medjlise. 

Pleaso see my telegram No, 676 of yesterday. 

A secret sitting of the Medjliss was hold yesterday afternoon at which the Cabinet 
foreshadowed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs attended. ‘Tho sitting was, I am 
told, stonuy. There was no public sitting of the Medjliss, nor was the Cabinet 
presented publicly to it, 





(49878) No, 543. 


Sir G. Bareloy to Sir Edward Grey.—Recaived December 12, 
(No. 683.) 
(Helegraphic.) P. Teiran, December 12, 1911. 

RUSSIA and Persia. 

Please see any telegrams Nos 676 an 681 of yesterday and to-day respectively. 

he Minister for Foreign Affairs’ assurance to me yestorday as to tho oxtent of 
confidence placed in the new Cabinot by the Medjliss has not been fulfilled. 

T have just learnt from one of the Ministers—a Bakhtiari—who attonded tho 
secret session of the Medjliss that the reason why the new Cabinet was not 
formally presented to the Medjliss was that the latter would not consent to authorise 

to effect a settlement of the present dispute with Russia, 
he attitude of the Medjliss had left my informant without any hope that there 
was a chance of their proving complaisant; he hinted, howover, that the Cabinot was 
determined to sottle with Russia, and that they would ‘find some other means than the 
consent of the Medjliss. 





(49885) No. 544, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 12.) 
(No 684.) 
‘elographic) P Tekran, December, 12, 1911, 
RUSSIA and Persia. 
Please seo penultimate and ante-penultimate paragraphs of telegram No, 331 from 
St. Petersburgh, and the last paragraph but fourand penultimate paragraph of telegeau 
No. 382 from St. Petersburgh. 
Unless the carrying out of that indicated by the acting 
ster for Foreigti Affairs, is supported by'a foreign occupation of the capital, I do 
not see how its excoution is feasible 
‘The guarantees that Russia desires such as the installation, under conditions of her 
own of a Regent and a Premier of her choice, or modification of the powers of the 
Medjiss, are so far reaching that, in view of the activity of a certain number of the 
lation, who are really permeated with modern nationalist {deas, and the laok of 
y predonderant armed force ou the part of any individual or party who might be 
fuse] 4B 
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Known to have been put into power by outside pressure, I do not at present sce 
hhov any efforts to obtain them can prove successful without the presence of Russian 
troops at Tehran, 





(49886) No. 515. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received Decomber 12.) 

(No, 685.) 

(olographic.) Ps Tehran, December 12, 1911, 
A STRONG rumour is current in Armenian circles hore that five’ Turkish 

battalions have been advanced towards ‘sand. that a larger mobilisation is being 

clfected, This step on the part of the Turkish Government is said to have been 

provokud by the dispatch of n troops to Khoi. In any case the presence of so 

larga Russian force at Khoi is evidently exercising tho Turkish Embassy here a good 

deal, 





(49883) No. 546, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Crey.—(Received December 12.) 
(No, 831,) 
(Dologeaphic.) P, St, Petersburgh, December 12, 1911. 
KUSSIA and Persia, Your telegram No. 801 of the 11th December. 
tation this afternoon, with ML, Nénitof T poke in, the terme of the 
red to, anit urged his Excellency to introduce sich modifications into 
of the second Russian domancd as might make it more palatable to the Persians. 
1 sugested whether the word “consent! might not be replaced by: the word 
* consultation,” 
Nératof said that he could not make such an alteration, but that he had 


Insteneted! M. Poklowsky to endeavonr to find somo formula less wounding: to Persian 

usooptibilities. is Bxeelloney said that the Russian Government would not 

‘on the se of the words **ongages to” or of tho torm * can 

satistiod with a formula by which th 

fututo thoy would not engage fore i ig 
with the Russia fof expressed satisfaction 


lanygniige whi a i Ministor. He said that he 
lored it of the highest importance that the Russian publi¢ should not got the 
impression that the Russian Government, in ony concession which they might make, 
ing under pressure from Great Britain, He therefore hoped that we would 
confine oursolves to urging the Persian Government to accept the demands of the 
Ress Government, 
then made to his 4 ion in the senso of the fast paragraph 
of my tloycram No. 381 of the Mth December. He thanked me,and promised to instruct 
M, Poklowsky to communicate to Sir G. Barclay any proposils touching the general 
political situation which the Russian Government might wish to. put forward. From 
this T jather that proposals dealing with exclusively Russian interests will not be 


© public the views of the Russian Government before 
make yi Parliament, and is accordingly publishing an article 
noni Rosia,” which will embody" the views given in the 
aide-mémoire, of which T telegraphed a translation in my telegratn No, 382 of the 
1Oth Decomber. On my expressing disappointment that the language of his assurances 
hhad not been moro precise, M, Nératof maintained that the assurances had been given 
in quite explicit terms, 
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[49884] No. 547. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—-(Received December 12.) 


No. 335.) 
Gaogetic) B St. Petersburgh, December 12, 1911, 

PERSIA: Mr. Shuster's successor. 

Your telegram No. 804 of the 11th December. 

In a conversation which Thad with M, Nératof this afternoon, T suggested that the 
manner of M. Bizot’s appointment might furnish us with a precedent, and I read to 
him the instructions given to that official (see Sir F. Bortie's despatch No. 68 of 1908 
and its enclosure) at the time of his appointment. 

M. Nératof observed that this precedent might perhaps be followed if the person 
to bo chosen was. a Frenchman, as in that ease we could have confidence in him, but 
the nationality of the future treasurer-general was still quite unknown, and it would 
bo for the Persian Government to furnish him with his instructions. Shuster, in 
virtue of the powers conferred on him by the Medjliss, had had full control in such 
matters as concessions, loans, &e. M, Nératof admitted that Mr. Shuster’s successor 
ought to have extensive powers in the administration of finance, and even a consultative 
voice in matters of the nature referred to above, but, at the samo time, some steps must, 
be taken to prevent his exercising absolute authority in these latter matters, 





[49336] No. 518. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
‘No. 808.) . 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Osfiee, December 12, 1911, 

Mf LECOFFRE, 

Although we cannot object to Russian Government's attitude, yet we must 
stipulate that another post be found for M. Lecoffre outside Russian sphere. We hope 
that Russian Government will agree to his being allowed to wait for the new appoint- 
ment before being dismiseed. 

Reference is to your telegram No, 329 of the 9th December, 





[49978] No. 549. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 811.) 
(Telegraphic) Re Foreign Office, December 12, 1911, 
MY telegram No, 801 of 11th December, second paryeaph, 
Russian Ambassador inforins me that it is possible some concession of this kind may 
be made, but, if so, it should only be on initiative of Russian Minister. at, “Tehran, “f 
have said that if informed when any concession of this kind has beon offered by Kusiian 
Minister we shall, if Persians ask our advieo, adyiso them to accept it. 
(Repeated to Sir G. Barclay, No, 447.) 





[49677] No. 550. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No, 445.) 
(Telegraphic) Re Foreign Ogice, December 12, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No, 674 of 11th Deounbor, 
1 seo no objection to assurances being given in writing with addition proposed 
by your Russian colleague, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 807.) 
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(49582) No. 551. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No, 924.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 12, 1911. 
WITH reforence to my despatch No. 921 of the 11th instant relative to the 
‘Trans-Porsian railway scheme, I have to inform your Excellency that M. Bardac and 
Count d’Arnoux called on Lord Revelstoke after seoing Sir A. Nicolson on the 
7th instant, 


Tam, &. 
E, GREY. 


Enclosure in No. 551. 


Memorandum of Converantion beticeen M. Goukassow and Lord Revelstoke at 
December 7, WU. 


IN reply to ‘a enquiries, M. Goukassow dictated the following — 


‘Whe main obj ¢ Société d'Etudes of the Trans-Persian railroad are as 
follows — 


1. To obtain a concession from the Persian Government for a line connecting the 
Rusyian railways at the Russo-Persian frontier with the Indian railways at the Perso 


arty on 
with the object of finally de the alignment, 
tide the ne ontracts (a) with th 
i to tho ‘Trans: 
and New 
1 (:) with other parties, such as the Compaguie ‘internationale des 
WaoureLits, 





(60220) No, 552, 


10, 380.) 
I , December 12, 1911. 
Y BENCKENDOREE told me to-day that M. Sazouow: had said to him 
in Paris that he was determined to maintain not only the Anglo-Russian Convention, 
Dut also the entente between Great Britain and Russia thar depended on it, After 
readings the gonor policy: with rega in that T had laid down, 
nw had suid that he: saw nothing tw object to i troops 
‘aand Ardobil could be withdrawn only when order wa y secure, 
snort’ that T had been bound the stipulation 
fas to Tussian troops it Ts nd! Andebil, because otherwise my memorandum might 
Hove seemed to imply that the original conditions on which they had been sent there 
hal dispar and thatthe oeoupation yas to be rar ds permanent as far 
thos 4 
that, whon the three Russian demands bad been complied. with, 
we ought to eo-ope put the Persian Government on their feet. We had 
ssigyertedl, sorne tiny (at) BAA otlbent aight. Bs eployed iy 
nicht to organisn « Persian fares to protect the southers toads.” In the same 


281 


way, eventually, a Persian police force might be organised under Russian officers to 
_give protection in the north. If that was done, we might fiud some time hence 
that order was more scoure in northern Persia than it had ever been during regent 
years, and then all Russian troops might be withdrawn, ‘The outeome of thepresent 
ifficulties might thus be a more favourable situation than there had yet been. 
Tam, &c, 
E. GREY 





(45474) No. 553, 
Foreign Osjiee to Board of Trade, 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 12, 1911, 

WITH reference to your letter, most Confidential, of the 14th ultimo, transmitting 
4 copy of a memorandum dealing with German trade and shipping in the Persian Gulf, 
Tam directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to inform you that Sir ‘T, Jackson, inanager of 
the Imperial Bank of Persia called at this Office recently, when opportunity was taken 
to call his attention to the periodical scarcity of money at the Bushiro branch of the 
bank, and the consequent complaints made by British firms, 

Sir Thomas Jackson stated that the reason for tho eucoees of Messrs, Wenckhons 
and Co, was that this firm showed far greator enterprise and perspicacity than any of 
their British competitors, 

Tt was, he said, true that the bank was approached by a London firm in the 
summer to telegraph credits to Messrs, Wonckhaus at Bushire. Tt. was difficult to 
rofugo the request of this firm, which had long been in relations with the bank, and 
he (Sir'T. J ) was away at the time of the application, 

No applications for coin had been received from British houses, and as a mattor 
of fact, it would have been impossible to send coin to Bushire owing to the state 
‘of the roads. 

Sir ‘Thomas went on to say in confidence that had he been in Tondon he should 
have hesitated to comply with the application, When asked whit Messrs, Wonekhaus 
would have done, and whether, if he had placed difliculties in their way, it-would not 
give an impetus to tho establishment of a German hank in the gulf, Sir ’?, Jackson 
replied that it would undoubtedly do so, and added that when ho was in Hong Kong, 
hho had for many years prevented the establishment of a German bank there by always 
showing readinoss to accommodate German customers. 

Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





49968) No, 554, 
Extract from the“ Daily Telegraph” of December 12, 1911, 


By Ran, to Ivor: rie Tras-Penstan Liv 
(From a Correspondent.) 


THE British Government has notified the intornational committeo which is 
Promoting the trans-continental railway through Persia to India that it is prepared to 
Join with the Russian Government in submitting the proposal to the Persian Govern: 
ment, provided that the Indian Government are satisfied as to the route and conditions 
for tho line, This notification was made shortly before the present Persian crisis, 
with which it has no connection. 


‘Tho Indian Government has now daly formulated its conditions, which have been 
agreed to by His Majesty's Government, and they have been communicated to the 
Russian Government as those on which His Majesty's Government, aro ready to assent 
in principle to tho project, and to agreo to the initiation of negotiations between its 
promoters in this country and in Russia. ‘These conditions are not final in all details, 


[1524] 4c 
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and may be varied, with the concurrence of the Indian Government. ‘There is, 60 it is. 
stated, no prospect of the British or Indian Governments entering into a financial 
guarantee of the railway. Before discussing the conditions of the Indian Government, 
it is advisable to state exactly what are the figures upon which the promoters of the 
Jine base their schem« 
Teal Length of 
sian section 
Wk to Asta 
Popa potion 
‘stam to Guatar,. 
eth (Haein sat 
‘Gantar to Kurraton 


Fert eias eote 
Financial Estimates of Pe 
Carrrar, Accouxr, 


int of lo eatin by Rain commie (13,758, pr mil 
Aid nero dating comtactn an ennatal ta Prose rove of 


"To be provided for ws follows sm 
2500, bya i 
i, My per eon. ebentnres ai 
25,800,000 
Ruy Aecouxr. 

Charge 
Ttorest avd aking fund on debenture capital 957,000 
torent aml sinking ful cn abare eapltal Zs 129,000 
7,116,000 
Dede net revenue se 7355000 


cy rebates from trac on connected eso part 
Arce aniyartiy otberwiag sess ee se 880000 


ho not jncome on thy Tussdan aystew which would bo available, at least partly, to meet this 
ofl is estimatod mt 407 


‘To this ono point may bo added, ‘The promoters of the line hope to obtain, in 
Addition to ho Russian assistance above mentioned towards meeting the defi 
‘are known, as normal Indian company terms for feeder lines. ‘These are those under 
which tho intorest on the eapital cost of branch lines is guaranteed by a rebate on the 
roceipts from. traffic on the main line contributed. carried over the bran 
It can also bo stated that th opinion of experts, by 10 
means of a too optimistic ‘There is encouragement in a comparison between 
the estimated total receipts, per verst, which, amount to 11,066 roubles, and the actual 
recoipts per vorst ou the Siberian Railway, which in 1908 amounted to'11,Q42 roubles. 
‘The country to be traversed by the projected line is undeveloped, but it is in part well 
vate u ‘on the whole, favourably with « 
Moreover, i 
cetimate for t pis from the carriage of the mails, ineluding 
ave h posely estimated ata very low figure, and no allowance is made for 
ies, such as tea, in which a large’ and increasing traffic may be 


ithe Tadian mont bas formulated some six conditions, the most important 
of which is that the route of the railway shall follow the coast from Kurrchee to 
Bander Abbas, and it is further understood that Mr, Jolins, the 
Oudh: and Robi 


oes not preclude scheme of 

wiving the eoast at Charbar a to Kerm 

the British sphere, It will, therofore, be necessary to make two survey 
one along the coast from Charbar to Bander Abbas, and from Bunder Abbas up to 
Keri, and the other from Charbar direct to Kerman. ‘The Indian Goverment also 
ipulates for the ultimate eoxstruction of five feeder lines, of which the most important 
line, from Mohammerah to Khoremabad. 

construction, 
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Survey Prorosats. 


Last week the it6 d'études” met in Paris and formulated proposals for the 
survey, under which, so it is thought in expert circles, French capital secures an 
altogether disproportionate interest, sinco Russia and France would practically survey: 
thvo-thirds of the line (partly, too, in our sphere of influence), while we should only 
survey one-third. It is true that such a survey does not bind tho British Government 
or the Russian Government as to the conditions under which the construction of the 
route shall be ultimately carried out ; but both in political and in financial circles it is 
regarded asa very inadvisable precedent, and the hope is expressed that it will not be 
adhered to. ‘Tho original scheme was that Russia should survey her portion of the 
Tine and Great Britain her portion, and that an intemational company could be formed, 
‘on a basis to be considered subsequently, to carry ont the work of construction, due 
regard being had to the independence of Persia, ‘Therefore, it is held in this country 
that Fronch capital should be in a minority, both in regard to any assistanco it intends 
to give to Russia on tho one hand and may wish to offer to Great Britain on the other, 
‘The scheme thus presents a signal opportunity for British finance to secure due British 
participation in one of the most important lines of modern times—a line which 
ultimately is held to have very hopeful prospects, 

‘The main condition of the Indion Government—that the line should skint the 
coast to Bunder Abbas—ia by no means approved in well-informed circles, and there 
seems to be considerable doubt. as to whether it will be insisted on. Bunder Abbas is 
in the neutral, not in the British zone, while it would considerably add to the length 
and cost of the jonney if Kerman, which is one of the chief trade centres and is in the 
British zone, was approached by such a circuitous route, ‘The crux of any such trans- 
continental line will be the decision as to where the break of gauge is to occur. To be 
of any uso to British trade, it should not be further south than Ispahan ; if it were to 
bo at Bunder Abbas it would bo altogether disadvantageous, bo for this country and 

or India, 

Finally, it may be stated that arrangements for the survey will at once be taken in 
hand. ‘The proposed line is wholly surveyed to Tehran, and a grt of survey embracing 
levels was made some ten years ago as far as Charbar, Probably all’ the figures 
require revision, in view of the lapse of time since the estimates were made, It is held 
that the sum of 40,0001. should amply’ suffice to complete what is necessary to enable a 
project to be drawn which will satisfy tho British Government's requirements. 

Although there is no mention of German capital in the undertaking, the beliot 
prevails in financial circles that to some extent the German banks are operating 
through the five French banks backing the proposal, 


(49897) No, 555. 


Sir A. Johnstone to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 13.) 


(No. 173. Confidential.) 
Sir, ‘The Hague, Decomber, 9, 1911, 

1 HAVE the lionour to enclose a memorandum by Count Bentinck of a eon 
yersation respecting British and Russian affairs in Asia, which he has had with 
Count ©, Pahl AG senator 

Timagine that Count Pahlen’s views are shared by many of the Court or Grand 
Ducal party in Tessie, and) His Majesty's Covermnent ure, Lam suro, wall aware of 
the proper weight which is to be attached to them, 

Count Bentinck’s memorandum may perhaps be interesting as a sidelight, 
especially as it gives the personal experiences as well as the views of a Russian who 
has officially peustrated to the Afghan and Persian boundaries, 

Thave, do. 
ALAN JOHNSTONE 
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Enclosure in No, 


Memorandum by Count Bentinck. 
(Confidential,) 

COUNT CONSTANTINE PAHLEN, a Russian senator, came here to remove 
the belongings of his brother, the retiring Russian Minister. Count Pablen had 
recently made two official journeys in a representative eapacity at the head of a large 
‘stuff'to Turkestan with the object of introducing reforms into the administration of 
those regions. He had penetrated as far as the Persian and Afghan frontiers. 

Discussing the present Persian question, Count Pahlen said that Russia could not 
2,0. olerating the repented rebulla which she had recived fom the Persian inthe 
lust few yes, She had lost prestige in her war with Japan, and the Persians would 
not respect her if she allowed Shuster to defy her. She would besides lose all prestige 
in the Caucasus and Turkestan, Before the war with Japan she had practically had 
all Persia within her grasp. Now, to please us, she had given up the. south and she 
could not goon losing influence in the north. He had never realised till he had been 
in Central Asia liimselt how much Russia’s position depended upon her prestige. 

‘Tho principle outlet for Russia's trade was in Persia, and this state of anarchy must 
riot continue, Russia had fur more interests at stake than had England, Shuster was 
too anti-Russian snd was endeavouring to destroy Russia's influence. The best solution 
of th pee would be to di ersia between Russia and England. We could 
annex Beluchistan and Southern Persia and their need be no neutral zone between our 
respective territories, Tt should not be difficult to delimit a frontier, 

Te surprised me thit a high principled man like T know Count Pahlen to be should. 
thus dvocate a figeant breach of the stipulations of the Anglo-Rossian Agreement 
regarding the integrity of Persia, and favour the poliey of grab which is popular in 
Buirope at the pre t 

Ro to the benefits which England had derived from the Russian agreement, 
Count Pahlon said. that. whi Afghan border heads of tribes represent: 
ing 80,000, souls had ver the frontier and begged to be allowed to become 
‘subjects of the Great White Car. It had been explained to them, however, that 
Russia could not aceept them as she was the friend of England and had agreed not to 
interfore in Afghaniston, The tribesmen could not understand why the Great Czar 
poomed aftaid of the English, Nothing, my informaut declared, would be easier than 
for Russia to push her frontier forward to Herat, where the tribes would gladly 
exchange barre for that of the Afghan Annee, but out of loyalty to England Russia 
woul n 

‘Mihi itself, Count Pahlen said, was a natural fortress and quite 
inpregia, Neither the usians not the English eould possibly crows it to attack one 
another, 

_ Count Pablen observed, further, that Mery was absolutely dependent for its 
existones npon the water supply of the River Murghab, Since the Afghans had started 
cotton growing they had beet holding up at its sources some of the waters of this 
river, ‘This could not xo on or Merv would become a desert, and sooner or later the 

overument would have to enter into negotiations with England on the 


1 had thus derived advantages from her entente with Russia by the latter 

from the field in Southern Persia and Afghanistan. In Europe also, the 
fear of the Russian army in her flank had held Germany in check, Although he 
considered it ood thing: thet England and Russia should work together, as they had 
dono with such yood results in the time of Napoleon, he personally was more in favour 
of Kis concuing an allianee with Gerany, for Rusia and Germany together would 
rule the world, 





[49920] No. 556. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeei Jecem! 
a 8) loy ducard Grey.— (Received December 13.) 
(Pulograp hie, Tehrani, December 13, 1911. 
MY tel 680 of 12th Decomber, apeiibese ss 
for Foreign Affairs visited Russian Minister last evening and proposed 
formula for second demand as follows :— ee 
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“As regards engagement of foreign officials or officers needed by Persia for the 
organisation of the public services, Persia, animated by the desire to maintain on all 
Sceasions the best relations with Great Britain and Russia, will see to it that the choice 
Of these persons shall’ not be such as to injure the legitimate interests of the two 
Powers in Persia. Consequently the Persian Government will be ready, as regards 
‘these officers and officials, to enter into an exchange of views with the two legationsy 


Minister for Foreign Affairs assured the Russian Minister that, if the Iussian 
Government would accept this formula, the Persian Government would accept the other 
toro domands.. If Medjliss refised consent it would be dissolved, 

Russian Minister is submitting the above to his Government, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh and India.) 





[49045] No. 557. 


Sir G. Borelay to Sir Bdweard Grey —(Received December 13.) 
(No. 687. 
‘Telexraphic.) P. Tehran, December 13, 1911. 
TUSSIA’ and Persia, 
Please see your telegram No, 804 to His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Potersburgh. 
Te would bo, in my opinion, very unfortunate if the two Povrers wero to enccurage 


the idea of curtailing the powers of Shuster’s successor. ‘There is, unfortunately, every 
pou ty of the Persian Government curtailing these without any encouragement 
from us. 


cks both the support of the Medjliss and executive 

nvers and relies exclusively on the moral backing of the two Powors, ono of. which 

8 so many protégés amongst the richor Porsians with whose recaloitrancy Shuster 

was striving with some success to deal, would bo no more than a mockery, | Such a 
financial adviser would be as powerless to effect. any reform as Bizot proved to be. 





(49946) No, 558. 


Sir G:Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived December 13.) 
(No. 688.) 
(Relegraphic.) 2. ‘Tehran, December 13, 1911. 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's representative, Meshes, 8th Docember, reooived 
yesterday -— 
ituation serious, ax population arming, My Russian colleague, after consulting 
with me, summoned reinforcements, 


% (Sent to India,)” 


Russian consul has asked for large reinforcements both for Meshed and Kuchan 
bat Russian Minister has advised dispatch of only 100 Cossacks for prosent, 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 


(49964) No, 559, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 13.) 
689, 
ts aay Teliran, December 13, 1911, 
QUESTION of Regen 
According to my Russian colleague, his Goverament look upon Sardar Assad 
as just as likely to favour British interests as tho ex-Shah would be to favour Russian 
Jateresta;) the Ruseian Gorerhanéat would ok therefore, weleonie uin/aa Regen 


useq] 4D 
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Thoy have suggested Sand-ed-Dowloh as a suitable candidate: Russian Minister in 
reply has deprecated such a choice in the strongest terms. : 

‘This information was given me by my Russian colleegue most.confidentially, so 
that I would prefer that it should not be used at St, Petersburgh. 





{60001} No, 660, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived December 13.) 
No. 600.) 
(Foesemptic) P. Tehvan, December 13, 1911. 

RUSSIA’ and Persi 

Please see my telegram No. 686 of this morning. 

inister for Foreign Affairs sent a message to the Russian Mi 
hit, to the effect that the assurances given as regards compliance with 
nds were conditional on an assurance from Russia that the troops 
would be recalled from Kazvin immediately after the demands had been accepted. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs expects that compliance with the demands will render 
tho Ministers the objects of an outburst of popular indignation, and he tells me that it 
will bo impossible for the Cabinet to take the very grave step of dissolving the 
Medjliss—which is a necessary preliminary to the acceptance of the demands—unless 
thoy, aro assured that the troops will be withdrawn ; the Cabinet will then have some 
arguinent with which they may hope (o pacify the popular indignation. 

Tn order to ‘lear that the logations must be consulted in the case of every 
appointment, the Minister for Foreign Affairs has amended his formula for the second 
domand by ‘inserting the words “engagement, of” in the final sentence between 
“aa rogards”” and "these officers,” 





60000) No. 561, 


Sir , Buchanan to Sir Edward Crey.—(Reccived December 13,) 


130.) 
igeaphie.) P. St. Petersburgh, December 13, 1911. 
HUSSIA and Persia 
Barclay's telegram No, 684 of the 12th December. 
with the views expressed. by Sir G. Barclay in the above telegram, but at 
tho same timo [think it would be n mistake for us to say anything more at. present 
with regard to tho changes in the Persian Government or constitution which the 
Russian wont may eventually decide to recommend, Ini my assurance to, 
M, Nératof (sow my telogram No, 334 of the 12th Decomber) I only committed His 
Majesty's Government to examining in a friendly spirit any proposals which Russia 
nay wish to minko with a view to establishing on @ more stable basis her relations with 
Porsia, Trnderstand that at present the all-important points are to avoid-a military 
desuusicn of ‘Lohman aid to peoure tho withdrawal of dhe Rustin troopa:, Wo taaak 
in orilor to seoure the accomplishment of these immediato als, be prepared 10 
as may be inseparable from the 
If, on the other hand, we were 





(50140) No. 562. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 13, 
(No. 348.) a : 


(Pelegraphic.) DP. Constantinople, December 13, 1911. 
BERSIA, 


Please refer to Sir C. Barclay’s telegram No. 685 of the 12th instant. 
T had an interview today with Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, who 
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complained that Russian Government had sent to Khoi a general, 2,000 men, and 
2 batteries, According to Assim Bey they have said they intend to escort caravans 
over what is, according to the Turkish Government, part of the contested zone. ‘The 
‘Parks, however, maintain that this territory is part of the region which, until a definite 
settlement of the question was arrived at either by means of a joint, commission or by 
‘The Hague conference, was, under the status quo arrangement, to be occupied by the 
‘Turks. 

By “ status quo arrangement,” situation as it was in April 1910, would seem to be 
meant by Turkish Government, 

‘Turks will be obliged to inerease numbers of their troops now. in occupation if 
Rnssians trespass on this territory. Minister for Foreign Affairs, however, did not say 
that reinforcements had actually been dispatched. 





(49830) No. 563. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 

(No. 450.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, Decembor 13, 1911. 
PLEASE report as to how matter stands regarding Lynch's road concession, and 

what are prospects, According to Mr. Greenway you have promised Wilson to support 

the application for extension, including right of railway construction, Reference is 

to my despatch No, 127 of 18th October. 


[49039} No, 564. 


Sir Kdweard Grey to Sir G. Barelay, 
(No. 157,) 
Sir, 


7 * Foreign Ofice, December 13, 1911. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 200 of the 21st Octobor last relative to the 
alleged violation by the British Indian authorities of the Baluch-Persian frontier, near 
Piran. 

I transmit to you herewith copies of correspondence exchanged with the India 
Office with reference to this question,* and have to inform you that I approve your 
proposal to abstain from replying to the note addressed to you by’ tho Persian 
Government on the subject. 

Tam, &e. 


i. GREY, 





[48828] No. 565, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 13, 1911. 
COPIES of recent correspondence dealing with the provision of quarters for tho 
reinforced Indian escort of His Majesty's consulate at Shiraz havo been sent to your 
dopartment from time to time for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
‘Preasury, and Iam now directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to transmit to you copy of 
‘a letter from the India Office intimating that the Secretary of Stato for India in Council 
accopts as a charge against Indian revenues a moiety. of the cost of erecting such 
ae om tho understanding that the remainder will bo dotrayed by the Dritish 

Exchequer. 

‘The cost involved is provisionally estimated at 4,5001.,and, inasmuch as the troops 
aro suffering hardship from exposure, I am to express the hiope that the Lords Commis- 
sioners will sanction the arrangement proposed at an early date. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





* To India Ofice, November 28, 191 Office, December 6, 1911. 
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{50013} No. 66. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Reccived December 14.) 


ee St, Petersburgh, December 9, 1911 
” ON tho receipt of your telegram No, 758 of the 2nd instant I addressed a private 
latter to the Acting Minister for Foreign, Affairs, expressing the hope that he would not 
present any more far-reaching demands to. the Persian Government without first 
Conimlting you; and in a conversation which I had with him two days Iter I reverted 
to the subject, ob that the Imperial Government hardly seemed to realise the 
danger of allowin, jon to become so acute as to involve the question 
of the general forcign policy and future co-operation of the two Governments, 
Me Néritof natd that he had not replie to. my letter at once, as he wished to ask 
sno whether name misunuterstaning had by any ehaiee arisen, for he could not otherwise 
tuiderntand why you should, after all the assurances which he had given me, take so 


not impossible 
i the reason why. yi 
place in the very last 


ad found vasary, in consequence of some fresh provocation, to 
ta Bh a 4 more SREP chumoter, ‘Then thers was the further 
ad to bo & mere temporary occupation might, by the 
i nite one; and an occupation of this 
Russian understanding. 
1 advance to 
Ihefore thie troops 
onsider theit presence necessary for the 
troops would not reach 
y to provide for the maintenance of 
IRIMTUTHeRCONE SEs bably hav oe t rare we oe thre 
Vo had thus " we they would rea ehran, always 
Pe emelenatey Y a patelied 
at all speed for his protectio sports whieh had reached hin t 
‘wsinull body of wien) wit ganised at T 
the advaned of the Russ i ate, as, though 
which it might offer would be of no account, it was dlesirab to ave id a regular 
con necount of the complications to which it might Ieud. ‘The conduct of the 
jons would, his Excellency added, bo naturally in the hands of the general 
and le would have to decide, if the occasion arose, as to which parta of 
ho town it would by advisible to occupy. 
On twy taming reration to the 4 
furthor deinands, M, Névatof said that he would 
political fut of P 


that what was now 


Withdrawal of hes troops from Tabreez, as well as for a first option in the matter of 

allways, She night possibly, in xetuen for such railway concessions, renounce her 

“oan induimuity, while any other demands which she might make would only 

wo to outstanding cases in which Russi cots had claims sygainst the 

ot r, he thought, be 

nocessiry ty consult i 1. Treplied 

that, tinh L was sire that you would not raise any unnecessary difficulties, it would 

Je preferable that’such doviands should. Ie first submitted to. you, in view of the fast 

that you would evextually: hi in Palinent, “His Excellency, who 
still Seomed unconvinced, finally gave a half-hearted assent. 

ee eaten neal terms of your telegram No. 765 of the 4th 

idstaiit, on the subject of the ex-Shub, J, his Excelleney would authorise you 

to state in Par ments had agreed not to recognise His 
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jesty. under any circumstances, such a statement would go far to abate the opposition 
big ae onee! an Sea ania rey gee pledge for ou future 
co-operation in Persia, 

M. Nératof told me, in reply, that he had only a few days ago caused a message 
to be sent to Mohammed Ali, warning him that he must not count on Russia's support, 
He did not, however, quite see the object of such a statement as you had proposed at 
the present moment. "JL went, moreover, foo far, ad would have the effect. of binding 
the two Governments never to recoguise the ex-Shah should he be recalled to Persia. in 
4 few years’ time. F 

Tsaid that the decision which you hud taken was an irrevocable one, and that it was 
essential that publicity should be given to it at the present moment. It was generally 
believed in Persia, and even in certain quarters in England, that Russian agents were 
Preparing the way for Mobammed Ali's returo, and that Russian troops wery about to 
Teplace finan tho throus. It waa necosmey, toerefore to undeosire Puchi opinion, 
and to show that there was no truth in theso reports, I reminded M. Nératof that 
when the ex-Shab landed in Persia last summer, he hnd declined to join us in notifying 
to His Majesty that we would not recognise him ou the plea that: such procedure 
would be contrary to the principle on which we had always acted, of never intervoning. 
in theso internal conflicts, "The situation now was entirely different. Mohammed Alt 
had made his attempt and had failed; he had undergone defeat after defeat at. the 
hands of the Government troops, and his cause was a hopeless one, If he now succeeded 
in regaining the throne it would be solely due to the fict that Russian troops were on 
their way to Tehran, and that, in consequence, the Persian Government was powerless, 
Tf we now kept, silence, the whole blame for what might happen would be laid at the 
door of the Russian Government, 

His Excellency admitted that there was much truth in what I had said, but again 
contended that if there was a popular movement in his favour in a fow years! time, we 
might be compelled to rycognise him, I observed that when a few months ago there 
was a question of the ex-Shah again seoking asylum in Russia, his Excellency had 
himself told me that we might be quite easy as regarded the future, ay His Majesty had 
been so bitterly disappointed with the reception which he had met with in Persia thay 
he would never show his face there again. 

M. Nérutof then put forward several suggestions that he thought would meet the 
requirements of the case, of which ono waa that the Russian Goverament: should 
‘an assurance that the ex-Shah should not be recognised 80 long as the Russian troops 
remained in occupation, and another that they would not recognise him without, the 
consent of His Majesty's Government, I pointed out that @ declaration to which a timo 
Tia won attached would amount to an iuvitation to, His Majesty to bua when the 
ime specified had expired, and I finally appealed to him to aot as you suggested out, of 

for the difficult position in which you were placed, as well as in the interest of 
o-Runsian understanding. he'ex-Shaly, L rsmacked, had novor dinplayod any 
«qualities that rendered him desirable as a ruler, and_if only his Exeelleney would meet 
your wishes on this point, T was sure that you would eo-operato with, hin to seeuro tho 
‘appointment of a Reyent and the constitution of a Government at Tehran that would 
ily disposed towards Russia, ‘The object which both Governments had in view 
. They both desired to seu a stable régime established in Persia, and they 
were only at variance on the question of the means to be employed to accomplish. th 
end. T'was, however, firmly convinced that concerted action by our two, representa. 
tives would be found more effectual than the presentation of demands at the point of 
the bayonet. 

M. Nératof replied that he sineersly desired to see the eo-operation of the two 
Governments maintained, adding that-hé would endeavour to find a formu that would 

ive you satisfaction, 

In a conversation which Chad with him on the following day, M, Nératof, while 

ug the confident: hope that we should eventually find a solution that would suit, 

«U his objection to, any statement that would bind the 

uments irrevocably in the future. In support of his contention ho 

ked that some of the Bakhtiari were said to be in favour of recalling 

Mahoinmed Ali, and asked what would be our position after making such a states 

tment, supposing that they placed him once more on the throne. Treplied that you 

had considered this, as well as other possible eventualities, and that nothing could 

now ulter your fixed. determination, ‘The Bakhtiari, I observed, were not so 

coarnoured of the ex-Shali as to insist on restoring him, were they informed beforchand 
that we would not recognise him, 


[seq] en 
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From the language which his Excellency held in the course of our subsequent 
conversation, Egather that he might he more disposed to waive his objection to your 
proposed statement were he to be officially assured that His Majesty's Goverment 
Jvould meet the wishes of the Russian Government with regard to the appointment of 
anew Regent, I told him that I had received no instructions to discuss this subject, 
Dut that | knew that you were ansious that the Government which might eventually 
be installed at eran should be well disposed towards Russia, and that the term 
Government presnnably included the Regent. Though be ‘had in a previous 
conversation mentioned Sardar Assad’s name as a possible Regent, bis Excellency did 
fot on this ooeasion say anything to indicate whom he had in his mind as a candidate 
for the post. 

T dalled again on his Txeelleney yesterday and handed him an aide-mémoire, of 
which | have the honour to enclose a eopy, embodying the six points laid down in your 
{eran No, 770 of tho preci day," fexphained that you had thought it ght in 
order to provent any possible misunderstanding, to record the Tines of policy that 
vould wible. the two Governments. to continue to work together, and T further 

sed the hope that the Russian Government would be able to say that the views 

Ty lis Majesty's Government were in accordaueo with their own, After 
promising to give th points his careful consideration, M. Nératof remarked that, 
He rogarded MTs, Shuster’s successor, it wos, in his opinion, essential that no foreign 

srs should ibjects or citizens of any of the 

re ‘butions of re financial adviser stiuld be 
carefully defined, 40 that it would be impossible for him to usurp dictatorial powers, 

T aulacquently submitted to M, Nératof the propowed parliamentary: statement 
with regard to the ex.Shah, the text of which you had approved in your telegram 
No, 789 of the 7th inst Excellency took exception to the words in 
conformity with the attitude which they have adopted ever since the ex-Sbah returned 
to Persia” in the first sentence, aud to the word “never in the second. After 
discussing vation its, lis Excellency finally accepted the following 

av to ho Uh though he added that’he must first submit it to M. Sazonow, 
who was now ait Paris -— 


“His, Majesty's Government: bay 

syould be unable to recognise the ex-Shab were 

throne, ‘The Russian ¢ have, on their side, assured them that, 

ox-Shah now to attempt to regain thy they would equally not reco 

‘And that so long is the Russia troops remain in occupation, they will do nothing either 
to crcournge or Ficilitate His Majesty's return to tho thro 


lis Fxeelleney once more reverted to the question of possible change 
and on my informing him that you would not raise any objection ment of 
Sardar Assad, observed that he had not any cular candidate in vie The Russian 
cnt hid indeed! nothing whatever -Mulk, except the fact that he 
‘and i trong man Wi «Lif the Medjliss continued 
difficulty would be for the 
Reyer few. strong. m . 
Perhaps the Sipabdar was her either he or Sardar Assad. 
was ally qualified for the post, Should the occasion arise it would perhaps 
thal Sir Goong M. Poklewski should consult together and su 
names of those wh considered most suitable for the post. 

. is Excellency that according to the latest telegrams received 
from Sir G Barclay the Medjliss seemed more disposed to yield, M. Nératof said that 
vere tho Russiin demands eowplied with it might perhaps not be necessary to effect the 
change in the Regency, 

Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


pelosure in No. 566, 
Aide-mémoires 
TT, cat nécessaine que la situation actuelle en Perse ait pour résultat l'établissement 


aun Gouve yeraun qui ne négligera pas les intéréts spécioux de Ia Russie et de 
Ja Grande-Brotagno, et qui se conformers aux prineipes de Taccord anglo-russe, 
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2, Pour atteindre ce but il ne peut étre indispensable que l'ex-Schah remonte sur 
Je troae, Cette restauration donnerait lieu de craindre des mesures de représailles do 
Ti qart de Tex-Schah contre ceux des Perses qui ont pris part & son expulsion, Vu le 
mek de cas que Mohammed Ali a fait des conseils qui lui ont été donnés par les deux 
Puiscances de-ne pas retourner en Perse, il serait incompatible avec la dignité des deux 
Paissanoes de lx reconnaitre maintenant, Sir E, Grey se plaint done & espérer que la 
Teussie n'ajoutera pas aux dificaltés de la situation en permettant que la crise actuelle 
‘it comme résultat la restauration de Vex-Schab, 

3, Il est de la plus haute importance que Mr. Shuster ait sans aucun délai pour 
succenseur un conseiller financier étranger qui serait également acceptable 2 la, Russie 
otk la Grunde-Bretagne, Les deux représentants & ‘Téhéran devraient, aprés s'6tro 
préalablement consultés & oe sujet, soumettre une recommendation ours Gouvernements 
respectifs, 

Pet Loreque les demandes russes auront, 616 ncceptées, les Gouvernements britan: 

que et russe devraient coopérer pour faciliter Jes mesures, telles qu'un emprunt, qui 
Incttraient Ie Gouvernement persan en mesure de rétablir lordre et de mettre fin & 
Tanarchie existant en Perse 

3 Si la Russia exigeait Ie paiement dune indemnité, coci constituerait un 
empéchement sérieux A la réalisation du. but indiqué dans Yarticle préeédent. 

EE Grey aime par conséquent A eroire que lorsque la crise actuelle sera passée, 
Gouvernement Impérial trouvera moyen d’éviter cette diffioulté. 
G. Il est bien entendu que Poccupation de territoire persan ot les mesures 
que 1 Kosi pend gee moment ont un casetbre non yas permanent mais 
Wile prendront fin des que satisfuction aura été donnée aux demandes 
Tassos et que Vordre aura été rétabli dans le nord de Ia Borse, & 


Saint-Pétersbourg, lo 25 novembre (8 décembre), 1911. 





(50087) 
‘Mr. Yate to Mr, Mallet,—(Received December 14.) 


Beckbury Hall, Shifnal, December 10, 1911, 
to trespass for a few minutes upon, you time, hoping Chit what I 
write may jos doing so. Tam in no sense financially or from the point of view 
Of any. prospective advantage concerned in the ‘Trans-Porsian Railway. 

Tho mecting in Paris on ‘Thursday, the 30th November, was. inconclusive as 
rogards finance. The Fronch financier, M. Bardae, would not commit: himself, much 
to the disappointment of the Russian group, which was strongly represented, Tt was 
Known further that the British financiers approached had also held back, What 
transpired gave mo a direct insight into Russian aims and ambitions, which mado mo 
Wreloome somo delay. When I heard one Russian representative reiterate the 
Matement, "Rnssia must have a port at Charbar,” I thought of Lord Curzon's 
Genunciation of the Minister who would grant a foreign Powor a port on tho Persian 
Gulf, and Laskod myself, “If we are so tenacious of Koweit and the ‘Turkish littoral, 
fre wo to be loss so of Charhar and the Persian?" It seomed to ino that the Russian 
had a vision of a Russian railway (5-foot gauge) constructed right across Persia. to 
Charbar, and carrying thousinds of tons of Indian and Ceylon tea to the Russian 
market; but I conceive that British and Indian financiers, contractors, and 
Imanufacturers look forward—and justly—to financing, constructing, and supplying 
the trans-Persian lino from Kurrachee, at least as far as the western border of the 
British sphero in Persia. ‘Tho Indian Government reserves to itself the right of 
admitting railways from the Persian side into Afghan territory. Surely tho approach 
Of railways to the Persian Gulf must be no less carefully safeguarded. 

‘When [addressed the Central Asian Society in February last, T dwelt on the 
co of a Trebizond-Tabreez—Kazvin Railway axa feeder of the trans-Persian 
the Patis correspondent of the ‘'Times,”” writing on tho 8th instant and 

supporting most strongly the Anglo-Russian entente in Persia, mentions that German 
merchandise now enters Northern Persia through Trebizond. (I should say, myself, 
hot only German, bit the merchandise of many nations.) TE we consent to excluding 
the ‘Trebizond. ‘traffic from the ‘Trans-Persian Railway we shall deprive that 
“international” railway of that which may enable it to pay a dividend, and at the 
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x aay 


line from Trebizond to 'Tabree ; _ 
Whether in connection with the ‘Trans-Persian Railway the “battle of the gauges 
‘will be fought out with the sane vigour, not to say acrimony, with which it was fought 
ut in India years ago, remains still to be seen. AS 
Theard an Anglo-Indian engineer who witnessed it all, and roso to high position, 
remark the other day that India was now regretting that it had not universally adopted 
the standard gauge of 4 ft. 8h in. I think it is possible that Persia may live to regret 
that it was not allowed to adopt that gauge, What I foresee is this: Russia pushing 
her S-foot gauge everywhere she can, and thus enforcing on Persia numerous breaks of 
‘quugo both in the interior of the country and on its frontier, where it marches with 
Purkey. This, no doubt, will admirably suit Russia, whose manufacturers will, supply 
rails, rolling-stock, and all material, and whose contractors will construct the line. If 
it is the destiny of more than half Persia—say to a line drawn from Khanikin through. 
Ispalian and Yezd to Meshhed and the Hari Rud, ic, the northern half—to become 
Russian torritory, then we cannot but compliment Russia on the foresight which 
endl to that territory the Russian railway gauge. If, however, the 
cH ity of Persia, as guaranteed under the Anglo-Russian 
Agr niained, then I have a strong conviction that the 4 ft. 8§ in. 
gauge will sui t. It is less costly than tho broader, and therefore the 
International 'Trans-Persian Railway will sooner pay a dividend. f 
My latest information is that the French financiers are now eager to get into this 
enterprise, and that the English ones are following suit. Tt looks as if the first 
Tnlo-Buropoun railway was about to become a reality. 
T remain, 
Yours truly, 
A.C. YATE. 


(50110) No. 568, 


Inilia Ogiew to Foreign Ogiee—(Received December 14.) 
(Confidential) " 

Sir, India Ofice, December 13, 191. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence ending with Mr. Ta ; 
the 28th July, 1010, Lam dirocted hy the Secretary of State for India im Council to 
forward herewith, for your information, a copy of correspondence with the Government 
of India in regard to the proposed establistanent of wireless telegraph stations in the 

Porsian Gulf 
I will be chsorved that it is proposed to erect, five permanont stations at Bushis 
Koweit, and Debai (or Zora), at an estimated initial cost. of 
8.90 rupees and an anual recurring exponditure of 69.700 zupeos aul portable 
rf Lingah, at au estimated initial cost of 7,00 rupees. ‘These estimates are 
statod to bo approximate only; the actual expenditure will depend on the agency 
omployed for the erection and ‘working of the stations, and it is possible that the 
royalty payable to the Marconi Company may have to be considerably increased beyond 
tho amount assinned. 4 < 
Subject to any observations the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs may wish to 
inake, the Marquess of Crewe proposes 10 approve the scheme submitted by the 
erytrontot Inia anding. Mint the cost is wet jolutly from the 
Tunporial and Indian exchequers, as agreed to in principle by the Lords Commissioners 
of lis Majesty's ‘Treasury in’ their letter to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th 
Soptembery 1909, oe 
Shiould tho proposals of the Government of India eventually be approved, it will 
presumably be necessary, as intimated in the letter from this Office, dated the 13th 
$10, to inform the Persian Government of the intention to erect a station at 
he Marquess of Crewe will bo glad to receive at an early date the views of the 
'y of State for Foreign Affairs on the proposals of the Government of India. 
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A copy of this letter is being forwarded to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty for any observations they may wish to ome, 
am, 


1, &e. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 


Enclosure in No. 568, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe. 
(Secret) 
My Lord Marquess, Simla, August 24, 1911, 

WE have the honour to invite a reference to the correspondence ending with 
Lord Morley’s Secret telegram, dated the 7th January, 1910, on the subject of the 
establishment of communication by radio-telegraph in the Persian Gulf. 

2, In his Secret despatch, dated the 16th July, 1909, Lord Morley stated that. he 
would be prepared to consider any detailed proposals for the installation’ of radio- 
telegraph stations on the shores of the Persian Gulf on the recoiptof a reply from Lord 
Minto's Government to his remarks on tho separate scheme for the establishment, of 
wireless telegraph stations on and near the coasts of India, in connection with which 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty had expressed the opinion that at least one 
station in the Gulf should be able to communicate with an Indian coastal station, Iu 
the scheme for the establishment of wireless installations in. India, sanctioned. in the 
despatch from your Lordship’s predecessor, dated the 20th April, 1910, it was 
proposed that an installation should be immediately erected at Jask with a radius of 
600 miles, which, by forming a ink with Kurrachee, would complete our coastal system. 
It was requested that steps should be taken at once for the iucoption of this installation, 
and, ina Socret telegram from Tord Minto’s Government, dated the 6th December, 
1008, the eventual establishment, as funds became available, of radio-telegraph stations 
at Bushire, Bunder Abbas, Lingah, Koweit, labrein, and Debai was proposed, 

ided. however, that there should be no question of introducing this latter 

1 such timo as.a complete estimato of its cost hid been submitted to him, 
and the scheme sanctioned. In the meantime, the temporary radio-telograph station, 
which is still being worked by tho Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, had beon 
established at Jask in December 1909 in connection with the operations for the 
suppression of the arms traffic in the Persian Gulf. 

3. The-general question of wireless telegraph installations in the Persian Gulf, 
the great importance of which to Imperial interests from a commercial as well as a 
political point of view is recognised by His Majesty's Government, has again een 
subjected to careful scrutiny, and, in view of the opinion expressed by his Excellency 
the naval commander. Fast Indies squadron, in his letters, dated thy 4 
Fobruary, 1911, and the 18th March, 1911, respectively, copies of which are annexed 
to this despatch (Enclosures 1 and'2®), we now recommend the establishment of 
stations at Bushiro, Henjam, Lingah, Koweit, Bahrein, and Debai, or possibly at Zora, 
on the Katar coast, instead of at:the latter place, 

4. We consider that the stations at Bushire, Henjam, Bahrein, Kowoit, and Dobait 
should be of a permanent nature, those at Henjam and Bushire Weing’ of 3 kilowatt 
output, and those at Bahrein, Koweit, and Debai of 1} kilowatt only. Bushire and 
Debai (or Zora) would be able to communicate with Henjam, and Bahtein and Koweit 
with Bushiro. At Lingah a portable station, to be erected when required, 
opinion, all that is necessary at present. ‘The existing temporary station at Jask 

ould be maintained until thio conclusion of the arms traffic operations, when it. will 
be demolished, and the apparatus treated as spare stores to be used in caso of any 
renewals being required elsewhere, ‘The permanent station, with a radius of 600 miles, 
proposed for sJask in paragraph 6 of the despatch from Lord Minto's Government, 
dated the 2st October, 1904, will not now be required. 

5. The probable expenditure involved in our proposals is shown in tho detailed 
‘estimates attached to this despatch (Enclosure 3°). ‘The estimates of the cost of the 
apparatus and plant required are based on figures previously supplied by the Mareoni 
Company for somewhat similar stations, an provide for the erection by the lucia 
telegraph department of apparatus purchased in England. ‘The estimates of the cost 
‘of tho establishment to be employed and of the necessary buildings have been framed 


* Not printed. 
[1524] 4F 
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‘Telegraph Department, 

be shown in the accounts o! 

‘agency by which the apparatus shoul 

decision. : 

6. We strongly recommend the establishment of these radio-telegraph stations for 
your Lordship's approval, and yo trust that, in accordance with the principle advocated 
7) the letter from the Foreign Office to His Majesty’s Treasury, dated the 9th 
Soptomber, 1909, and accepted by the latter in their reply, dated the 29th idem, half 
the cost of providing and maintaining the proposed stations will be met by the 
Tmperial Exchequer. 

We have, &c. 
HARDING. OF PENSHURST. 
OM. CREAGH, 
GUY FLEETWOOD WILSON. 
J. L. JENKINS. 
R. W. CARLYLE. 
S. H. BUTLER, 
SATYID ALL IMAM. 
W. HH. CLARK. 





(60132) ~ No, 569. 
Mr. Greenway to Mr. Mallet-—(Reesived December 14.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Dear Mr. Mallet, December 18, 1911. 

T HAVE been discussing the question of a successor to Mr. Shuster with several 
of my colleagues, and we are strongly of opinion that it would be very desirable, if 
possible, to avoid the appointment of a nominee of one of the minor neutral Powers as 

“il if the new incumbents to be given similar powers to those which 
Shuster, because of the very great opportunities which such a 
position affords for venal practices. 

If, as no doubt is the case, the appointment of lishman to the post is quite 
impracticable, we think perhaps the best way of overcoming the difficulty would be to 
form a ‘Treasury board,” composed of (1) an Englishman, (2) a Russian, and (8) a 
nominee of a minor neutral Power. 

With the presence of an Englishman on such a board the proper administration 
of the revonnes would be ensured, and, at the same time, both British and Russian 
intorests would be safeguarded by the equal representation on the board of each 


‘Phe slight extra cost need not be considered at all, as, by the proper administration 
Persia would, according to Shuster’s estimate, benefit to the extent of 


k ding my province in putting forward 
this suggestion, but in view of the importance of our interests in Persia and with our 
knowlede of the malpractices now going on in the Customs, we feol that it i 
duty 10 point ont the very serions dangers both to British ‘and Persian interests 
ationdan : rer-general nominated by one of the 
ninor continental Powers 


ors. 
For the third member of the board sgested we are of opinion, from 
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(50163) No, 569°, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 14.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Vieeroy, dated the 14th December, 
1911, relative to Trans-Persian Railway surveys. 


India Office, December 14, 1911. 


Enclosure in No. 569°. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic) P. December 14, 1921. 

WE are arranging for Mr, W. A, Johns, C.LE,, to make a railway reconnaissance 
to Gwettur from Kurrachee at once in connection with the Trans-Persian Railway 
scheme, His experience in this direction has been considerable, 
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experience gained in our business associations, that, if possible, a Dane or a Dutchman 
would be the best possible selection. 
Yours sincerely, 
©. GREENWAY. 





(50091) No. 570. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Kaward Grey—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 691.) 


(Telegraphic) Decode. Tehran, December 14, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No, 418 of 5th December. 
Stokes left this morning, 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh and India.) 





(60158) No, 571. 


G, Barclay to Sir Rdward Grey. —(Received December 14.) 
(No. 692.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Teliran, Deceinber 14, 1911. 

RUSSIA and Persia. 

Please see my telegram No. 686 of the 13th instant, 

‘ho Cabinet havo devised a new way of solving tho situation, As tho resignation 
of some twenty deputies would leaye the Medjliss without a quorum, they are 
endeavouring to persuade the Moderate deputies to resign their seats. ‘The accoptance 
of tho Russian demands would thus be facilitated, Iam told that the resignation of 
the requisite number of deputies is assured. 


(60148) 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received Docombor 14.) 
(No, 69 
(Sean Leliran, Desomber V4, 1911. 
MY No. 690. 
Russian Minister made a’ communication yesterday to the Porsian Government 
in the senso of the lat two paragraphs of tho Russian Acting Minster for Foreign 
Affairs’ statement reported in Sir C. Buchanan's telegram No 3 





(50139) No. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 14.) 


(No. 694.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Tehwan, December 14, 1911. 

LYNCH and railway concessions, 

Please see your telegram No, 450 of yesterday, 

Previous to the receipt of your despatch No, 127 of the 18th October I had spoken 
twice to the Persian Government on behalf of the concession of the Persian ‘Transport 
Company, but I have not spoken again since receiving your despatch. 

Tam assured by company's manager that Lynch declares that there is no 
arridye-pensée in his desire to obtain the extension, and the manager says he is morely 
pressing for an extension of the old concession, which carries with it no rights of 

ilway construction. According t0 the manager the Ministor for Foreign Affaire is 
only waiting till the present crisis is over to get the matter through. ‘The Minister 
for Foreign Affairs seemed very hopeful about it when I last spoke to him early in 
November, provided a certain claim which the company have against the Persian 

Government was dropped. 
1 do not know whether the company may continue to receive Legation support, 


‘nd pending instructions on this point I Hesitate to approach the Ministor for Foreign 
Affairs again. 
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(60173) No. 574. 


Sit @, Barélay to Sir Bawcard Grey.—(Received December 14.) 

(No, 696.) 

(Telegraphic). Decode, Tehran, December 14, 1911. 

CTING consul reports that chief mullah at Shiraz has published order forbidding: 

Moslems to have any dealings with British troops, and that priests are actively 

preventing shopkeepers fom selling to them, and are molesting builders and other 
rorsians employed hy troops, Question of supplies threatens to become acute, I am 

bringing to notice of Persian Government and urging them to stop this boyeott. 

(Rapeated to India.) 





[50175] No. 575, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 14.) 
se 698.) : ae 
(Delegraphic.) Te Tehran, Decomber 14, 191. 

MY tologram No. of 20th October, 

A Government foree is reported to have beon defeated at Damgham by ex-Shah's 
‘Tarkomans on Meshes road. 

(Repeated to St, Potersburgh and Government of India.) 


[60176] No, 676, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 14.) 
ie 699.) 
(Tolographic.) Decade. Tehran, December 14, 1911. 

FOR a fow days past, owing to mischievous agitation of mullahs, there has been « 
run on Imperial Bank at Shiraz, and acting consul now reports that notes are being 
presented ut daily rate of 15,000 tomans. ‘This is more serious as a specie caravan for 
Bhinta branch ts nla up at Kazorun for want of guard. 





(60177) No. 577. 


Sir G, Bavelay to Sir Edward Greye—(Recoived December 14.) 
(No, 700.) 
(Telographic.). P. Teliran, December 14, 1911, 

PURKEY and Russia, 

aie see my telegram No, 685 of the 12th instant. 

Thy rumonred advance of 'Purkish troops is not confirmed from Tabreez, His 
Majesty's consul telegraphs that the Russian troops nt Khoi are to be used to patrol 
tho Khoi-Urmia road. The Turks not only claim, but are actually in occupation of 


torritory which this roail traverses , if incidents aro to be avoided, great 
prudence will have to be exere 





(60171) No. 578. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Decomber 14.) 
Re aa.) ‘ 

Volegeaphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, December 14, 1911. 
RUSSIA’ and Persia, an ae 
have just had a conversation with M. Sazonow on Persian affairs. T told his 
Bxeolleney that this question was causing you serious preoccupation, and he replied 
by expressing « hope that all the suspicions and misapprehensious as to Russian 
intentions which Thad provaled ia gortain circles in England bad now beon finally 

removed, 
We then proceeded to discuss the three Russian demands, M. Sazonow said that 
Shuster's dismissal, which formed the subject of the first demand, must be actually: 
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carried out, If Shuster were to be permitted to remain at Tehran for a short time it 
could only be on the distinct understanding that, neither directly nor indirectly, should 
he take any part in Goverament business, : 

The text of the latest formula of the demand as to the engagement of foreign 
officials, as drawa up by the Persian Government and reported in Sir G. Barclay's 
telegram No. 686 of tho 13th Decembe: then read to me by M. Sazonow, who 
said that he would be ready to accept it if the words “enter into an exchange of 
views" were altered to “arrive at an understanding.” In his opinion, no real 
engagement was implied in the term ‘exchange of views.” We had some discussion 
‘on the subject, and I suggested the following wordin, 


(R) “To enter into an exchange of views for the purpose of arriving at an 
understanding with the tivo legations.” (End of It) 


M. Sazonow finally said that he might be satisfied with some such formula, but 
that ho must first submit it to the Emperor before he could give mo any definite 
romise, 

ProtWo then discussed the demand for an indemnity, and M, Sazonow assured me 
that Russia liad no intentidn of extorting a largo sum from Persia, and would not deal 
hardly with her, 

On my asking whether Russia would not now give Persia a definite assurance 
that on hier compliance with the three above demands Russia would withdraw hor 
troops, M. Suzonowr replied that he would be quite willing to give such an assurance 
to His Majesty’s Government, but that the Persians did not deserve any assurances, 
ana would not get any moro from him. At tho snmo timo, he alo expres the hope 
that you, too, would give them no assurances, I then mentioned to hin M. Nératof's 
aide-mémoire, and said that the assurance on this subject which it contained had 
probably been communicated by you to-day to Parliament, He said that hie had no 
objection to such a communication, but that of course the assurance did not imply 
that the troops would be withdrawn from Persia altogether, but only that they would 
be moved back from Kazvin to Resht or to gome other point, I pointed out that the 
assurance could not possibly be interpreted in this restricted sense, and M, Nératof 
was sont for, and at once corfirmed my viow that the assurance meant that. the 


me to assure yon 
of Tehran, and that he 


(60172) No. 579. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir idwaril Grey.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 338) 
St, Petoraburgh, December 14, 1011. 
Lecoffre's appointment. 

M. Sazonow, to whor in the sense of your telegram No, 808 of the 
12th December, is obvi that M. Lecoffre should remain for any 
length of time at the Ministry of at'Tchran, ‘The most that, he would concede 
was that M. Leooffre might’ perliaps be allowed to remain there for a fortnight or 
three weeks, He said that a post for M. Lecoffro in the British sphere ought not to 
be difficult to find. 





(60170) No, 580. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 14.) 
Constantinople, December V4, 1911, 
FOLLOWING telegram repeated to Sir G. Barclay :— 


“Please refer to my telegram No, 318 of the 13th December. 
‘urkish Government are evidently much disturbed at Russian action and ask 
is Majesty's Government should intervene at St. Petersburgh, 


4G 
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“Minister for Foreign Affairs maintains that it is Russia who is preventing Persia 
from signing protocol for Delimitation Commission. 

“toads from Khoi to Salmas and Dilman to |Urmia (both erossing territory 
effectively occupied by Turkish troops) are those on which Turkish Government 
complain Russian troops propose to escort caravans. 

“Orders have been given, Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me, to Turkish 
‘commanders not to allow Russians to pass.” 





[50251] No. 581. 


Buplates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Roreign Ofer —(Reecived 
December 15, 


3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, December 14, 1911. 

WE Inve the honour to onclose herewith copy of a telegram just received from 
Mesars. Stephen Lynch and Go., our agents at Bagdad, having reference to the 
difficulties to business thero owing to the insecurity of the trade route into Persia, 

We hiave, & 
(For Secretary), 
FRED. W, PERRY, 


Enclosure in No. 581. 
Mesers. Tyynch and Co, to the Euphrates anid Tigris Steam Navigation Company. 


(Polegeaphie. Bagdad, December 13, 1011. 

‘TWO months’ traffic suspended on the Hamadan road owing to insecurity. Our 
own clients’ goods to value of 8,001, also aver 300,000. of other British goods, 
eaunot bo forwarded at present. Shippers suspended January, February, March 
shipments from Manchostor; the loss will bo great for the Euphrates and Steam 
Navigation Company (Limited). 





(50284) No. 582. 


Sir 2, Jackion to Mr, Mallet—(Received December 15) 


Dear Mr. Malle 25, Abeliurch Lane, London, December 15, 1911. 
‘THE enclosed speaks for itself Tt is the usual difficulty of transferring specie 


from place to place; itis @ constant danger to the bank in the present unsettled state 
of Persi 


Thope the military escort asked for will be promptly granted. 
Yours very tru 


JACKSON. 


Enclosure in No, 582. 
Translation of a speciad Telegram reeciced from Tehran. 


December 15, 1911. 
THERE is a rn on our notes at Shiraz, Tt is very serious owing to detention 
specie caravan at Borazjan, Is of the utmost importance obtain Foreign Office 
sanction for Indian militaty escort, British Minister has telegraphed Foreign Office. 
Please consult Foreign Office regarding same. 
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[50289] No. 583. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 16.) 
(No. 339, 
Tegephio) P. St. Petersburgh, December 15, 1911. 
RUSSIA and Persia: Russian troops. 
Last paragraph of my telegram No, 337 of 14th December, 
Tt is evident that when M. Sazonow spoke to me he was not aware of the fact that 
M. Poklewsky had already given assurances to the Persian Government with regard to 
the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kasvin, as reported in Sir G. Barclay's 
telegram No, 693 of 14th December. 





[50250] No, 584. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 15.) 
(No, 701.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Deconiber 15, 1911, 

SHIRAZ branch of Imperial Bank of Persia. 

The manager of the Imperial Bank las just been to see me, he affirms thnt the 
Shiraz branch will no longer be able to finance our troops in view of the shortago 
of cash. 

Thero is a caravan of specie detained at Borasjun for lack of escort; but I seo no 
prospect of a Persian guard being provided, and until it reaches Shiraz there seoms 
no prospect of any relief to the bank's situation, 5 

Tam strongly tempted to allow tho specie to attach itself to the escort which will 
accompany Smart, who will soon be starting from Bushire, but unless you sanction thi 
step Tcannot myself authorise it. 





(50285) 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Deceniber 15.) 
(No. 702) 
(felegraphic.) P, Leliran, December 15, 1911, 
RUSSIA and Persia, 
Please goo telegram No, $36 from His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh. 
Thad understood that we should be bound, unless we acted as Sir G. Buchanan 
suggests in the penultimate paragraph of his telegram No, 93%, to give Russia, under 
any circumstances, our most energetic support for the formation and mainitenance of a 
Cabinet, and, should the question arise, for the election of a Regont well disposed 
towards Russia, and that we should be especially bound if any statement. were made 
in the press in the sense of the Russian Acting Minister for Foroign Affairs! 
aide mémoire, 
Tstill think the considerations in my telegram No, 684 of 12th Decembor apply to 
these points, 





[50291] No. 586. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received December 15.) 
(No. 703.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Tehvan, Decembor 18, 1911, 
MY telegram No. 701 of 15th December, 
Guard for specie caravan has beon obtained locally, and caravan is now proceeding. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 








[50295] 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received December 15.) 
(No. 704.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 15, 1911. 

TURKEY and Russia, 

Please see telegram No, 351 from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 

‘The Turkish contention that Russia is preventing Persia from signing protocol is, 
T believe, quite untrue. 

The Russian Minister was told by the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 
13th December that the Persian counter-proposals on the lines of our advice had been 
sent to Constantinople two months ago, and that no reply had been received ; it would, 
therefore, appear that tho matter is being held up at Constantinople. 





(50298) No. 588, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 15.) 
(No. 705.) 
(Telographic,) P. Tehvan, December 15, 1911. 
SHIRAZ boycott. 
Please seo my telogram No. 696 of the 14th instant, 
Thave received the following telegram dated to-day from His Majesty's acting 
consti at Shiraz s— 

‘The question of supplies is becoming very grave. Purchase is now 
practically impossible, and we have only enough in hand of many necessary 
articles for one day more, Some energetic local action will be forced upon ws, unless 
the Contral Govornment can be induced to take immediately effective measures to stop 
this wcundalous state of things, 

“Tho attitude of the local authorities is excessively obstructive. The karguzar 
lis own approval of the action of the mullahs by writing to me 
Jocal authorities cannot interfere with the mullahs 


T sliall warn the karguzar when I call on him this afternoon that the local 
authorities are incurring, very serious responsibility. in. not attempting to check, the 
hostile agitation, Uhave as vot no indication that the instructions whieh the Mi 

of Foroign Affairs states hie has sent have been received hore, Iwill try to discover 
from the kurguzur this afternoon whother this is so or not.” 





(60172) No. 589, 


Sir hward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 498.) M ci 
(itdlogearphte)i Rs Bureign Ofiee, Deceniber 16, 1911, 
SEG, BUCHANAN'’S telegram No, 988 of 1th December. 
Tt ix finportant that a post outside Russian eplere be found for Decofire, Is 


anything available? If not, could he go on leave of absence for a short time until 
soinethingg be found for him ? 


(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. $26,) 





{50350| No. 590. 


Sik G. Buchanan to Sir Bdieard Grey—(Reeeived December 16.) 
No. 308.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, December 13, 1911, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 331 of yestentay’s date, Ihave the honour 
to transihit herewith translition of « leading article which appeared in the semi-official 
“Rosia” of today’s date in regard to Russian policy: in Persia. 

Thave, & 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 
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Enclosure in No, 590, 
Extract from the ‘ Rossia” of December 13, 1911, 


ACCORDING to the latest news from Tehran the influential Bakhtiari Khan, 
Sardar Assad, who recently arrived there from Paris, has definitely declared for 
Persia's acceptance of the Russian ultimatum, and is trying with the Government to 
jnoline the Medjliss to that effect. Our only hope is’ that the efforts of the Persian 
Government and of Sardar Assad_ be crowned with success, and that Russia should 
not be obliged to take farther coercive steps to obtain the satisfaction demanded, which 
must, before all, remove all causes of constant mutual friction and discontent, and 
create @ favourable soil for the re-establishment of the traditional friendly relations 
Detyeen the two Governments, 
Russia was far from de 


force is stil 
reflect. We are informed that the troops concentrated at Kazvin will only start their 
advance in eight days, provided, of course, that no extraordinary event, occurs to oblige 
the Russian Minister in Tehran to call for the detachment earlier, ‘Tho dispatch of 
an Government took very reluctantly, 
ly, as has been said more than oneo, 
ind independence of her neighbour, 
Henge, as will bo understood, 
stay. of the Russian forces in 
provided that no new complications arise, such as attacks 
y now act against Russia, general great 
disorders, &c, which ovente would rentlor the recall of the Russian Udon impostiblo, 

‘The nervousness manifested in certain cireles in England regarding recent events 
in Persia has been provoked in large measure by the suspicion that the final object of 

action was to reconstitute the situation in Persia by replacing the ex-Shal 
ned Ali on the throne, It is scarcely necessary to dilite on the fet that there 
nothing in common between Russia's action in Persia and the movements. of 
the exShab, As is known, since the appearance of the ex-Shah on the Persian 
frontier, the principle of non-intervention in the struggle n him and the Persian 
nt has been er lished and acted on by Ru: considering it an internal 
From this principle Russia his never departed « step. And now 
suspected of forcing a ruler on the Persian, prople against 
xcely likely that Mahommed Ali would himself desire such an act, 

would bo very insecure, We can hardly conc 

ed up entirely by Russian bayonets, 

Without speculating on tho probable fate of the ex-Shali, and leaving him entirely 
to his own resources, the Russian Goveruinent cortainly could not allow hi 
an entry into Tehran behind the back of the Russian troops, If, however 
by some means succeed in doing so, the Russian Government woul feel bound not to 
récosmise him, unless in this regard some separate agreement should be come to 
between Russia and England. 

Tho basis of Russian poliey in Persia must remain as hitherto, complete agreo- 
ment and harmony with Englaid on the foundation of the Anglo-Russian, agreement 
of 1907, hy the observance of which alono is it possible that, the country should 
develop,'on normal and peaceful fines, as is so important from the standpoint of the 
economic and political interests of the two Powers adjoining her, and for her own 
‘establishment of internal good order. 





(50451) 


Count @’Arnaus to Sir A (Received December 16.) 
1, Atenue Marceau, Paris, 
Dear Sir Arthur, December 14, 1911, 
IN accordance with your wishes, I send you herewith the aide-mémoire concerning, 
the conversation my brother-i M. Bardac, had with you | I referring. to 
[used] 41 
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tho project of  trans-Persian railway. We are at your entire disposal if you require 
further information, 
Believe me, &e. 
G, D'ARNAI 


Enclosure in No. 591. 
Aide-mémoire, 


3M. NOL BARDAG a exposé i son Excellence Sir Arthur Nicolson que sur lo 
désir exprimé par lo Président du Conseil, M. Kokovtsoff, il s'était chargé de faire les 
arrangements financiers nécossaires pour mener & bonne fin la construction dtu Chemin. 
do Fer transpersan ontre la Russie et les Indes anglais 

M. Noél Bardac veut avant tout s'assurcr que la réalisation de cette entreprise a 
Yapprobation é anglais ainsi que celle du Gouvernement 
francais au sujet de Ja parti financiére des nationaux de ce Gouvernement. 

‘Le tracé do la dans Ia zono sous Vinfluence de l'Angleterre serait exéeuté 
conformément anx ns «es autorités anglaises. 

Le plan général do cette alfaire est tout W'abord la constitution d'une société 
a’étudo ay capital do 750,000 roubles, qui serait fourni par tiers par les groupes 
anglais, russe et francais, 





(50467) No. 54 
Tandon Chamber of Commerce to Foreign Osice.—(Reeeived December 16,) 


Ozford Court, Cannon Street, Landon, 
Doar Sir, December 15, 1911, 

REKERRING to my private interview with you on Wednesday, I made a briet 
feport thon to tho counel of this chamber at its meting yertrday, whan it ws 
fully realised tha ‘undesirable that any’ agitation should take place in London in 
rospoet of the questions rais telegram from the Persian merchants, which 
showed you at our interview, and which T now enclose for your records. 

ars faithfully, 
STANLEY MACHIN, 
Chairman of the Council, 


—Of course wo do not intend to give any information to the press on this 
patter. 


SM. 


nclosure in No, 592, 
Report by London Chamber of Commerce. 


‘THIN chairman read the following cablegram, received on the 7th December from 
‘Pehran, addressed to the British Chamber of Commerce, London :— 


“We, tho representatives of the mereantile class 
feclings of justice and humanity of British commerci 


ma to put 
atly violates 
the intes nidence of Persia. ‘These ag 
have raised auc indignation and protest U ‘country that 
Russian’ goods are being boycotted. We think it our duty to warn British merchants 
that the astounding policy of laigees faire consistently pursued by Great Britain 
eannot bit have prejudicial consequences for British commercial interests in this 
country. 
“ Ropresentative committee of Persian merchants, Muin-ut-Tujjar, and other 
members.” 
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He said they had every reason to believe that this cablegram was a truly officia 
and important document. He had thought it his duty to communicate with the 
Foreign Office, and had seen Mr. Mallet, one of the permanent secretaries, who had 
assured him that the Goyermment was fully alive to the importance of the points raised 
in the cablegram; and that the Government was doing its very utmost to safeguard 
British commercial interests, and the interests of the Persians themselves, in every 

sible way. Sir Edward Grey would be making a statement on this subject in the 
Frouse that afternoon. He therefore suggested that in the circumstances no action 
need be taken by the chamber. 

‘The president said that this came before the General Purposes Committeo on tho 
very day that Lord Curzon was bringing forward a motion in the House of Lords, and 
he had undertaken to show him a copy of the cablegram the same day. He, the 
president, believed that it was a bond fide communication, although the name with which 
Tewas signed was a general term for expressing a person in high authority. Ho bad 
shown the cablegram to Lord Cnrzon, who said, that after the satisfactory statement 
made in the House of Lords on that occasion on behalf of the Government that it 
wwould be unwise for the London Chamber to take any special action on. this matter on 
their behalf. There was no doubt that the boycott which was being extended to tho 
Russian merchants on this oceasion might still be enlarged to include British merchants, 
but at the same time he did not think that the London Chamber of Commerce should 
take any special action in the matter. 

‘The council agreed that no action beyond an acknowledgment of receipt of the 
telegram should be given at the present time, 





(50468) No, 593, 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office (Received December 16.) 


25, Abehureh Lane, London, 
Decomber’ 16, 1911, 


Dea: 


rr 

THE enclosed extracts are from letters received to-day; they describe a very 
serious stato of aflairs, rendering banking operations not only difficult, but dangerous. 
We are doing our best under the circumstances. 


Tam, &e. 
1, JACKSON, Chairman, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 5 
Imperial Bank of Persia (Kermanshal) to Imperial Bank of Persia (Hamadan), 


(Extract.) October 3, 19M, 

THEREWITH per special kossid we beg to hand you the undermentioned letters, 
which we shall be glad if you will kindly dispatch per registered post to their 
respective destination 


One for Imperial Bank of Persia, London. 
‘Two for Luperial Bank of Persia, Tehran. 
‘Two for Eastern Rug and Trading Co., Sultanabad, 
One for Imperial Bank of Persia, Ispahan, 
One for Imperial Bank of Persia, Tabreez. 


Enclosed in the packet are also two covers for yourselves. 
mmpletely disarranged we have been obliged to adopt this 


the wires carried away, and it take at least two months to put right 
from date of commencing to repair it, ‘The posts also on both sides of us are being 
robbed, on the north by the Kakavendis and to the south by Daood Khan, of the 
Kalhurs, both at the instigation, it is said, of the Salar-ed-Dowleh. ‘Thus, with such 
disorders, our operations are being conducted with considerable difficulty, and we 
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would be much obliged if you would be s0 ood as to advise us by Kkossid of any 
Unange in the sterling rate in Tehran, and also in the Bagdad-London rate, both of 
Which rates concern us considerably here. 


eS 
Enclosure 2 in No. 593. 
Imperial Bank of Persia (Kermanshah) to Tnperial Ottoman Bank (Bagdad), 


(Extract.) November 7, 1911. 

WITH reference to your remarks re 2,001. on London at 54, we beg to refer you 
to our telogtam of the 80th September, in which we informed you that, as the telegraph 
Tinea to Tehran were interrapted, we were ignorant of the ruling rate. We are at 
present selling to local morchants at 3 m/d 55, with the. proviso that when we hear 
From ‘Teliran ax to the rate of the day the rate will be adjusted accordingly, If you 
vould eare to operate on these terms we shall be happy to meet you in any way we 
(an, For your information, we have neither received any telegram nor any posts from 
the north sineo about three weeks ago. ‘The country round ubout here is in great 
Aigorder. 


——————————— 
Enelosure in No. 593. 
Batracte from Bushive Report on the Progress of the Bank, xeeciced December 16, 1911. 


ig the result of the decrease of 
the tate of the Shiraz road. We 
ha 


ordinary: bazaar bills 


‘Pho very lange Ineroaso Of 24,521 ke. for charges on notes was caused by our 
boing obligod, owing to th ine ‘rculation andl the dil 
stock of notes; to ask for new notes. Oving to-tho state of th 
sent these via London. We mud th 
the aiiount ix quite out of proportig 
and lias turned what would otherwise have been « profital into an unprofite 
abl one. 





(50458) No. 5M. 


Sir . Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 16.) 


Tehran, December 16, 1911. 
RUSSIA and Persia . 4 
Please seo ny telegrams Nos. 676 and 690 of the 11th and 13th instant respectively. 
‘The Ltussian Minister made « communication to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
vio tho effect. that as soon as the Persian Government complied with the 
Jandy the Russian Government would begin to withdraw the troops from 
This assuninee is, of course, subject to the conditions referred to at the eud 
aide méuoire handed to His Maje Ambassador at St. Petersburgh by 
Wot (ace Sir, Buchanan's telegram No, 331), and the Russian Government, may 
possibly construe cs acts of provocation the anti-Russian agitation throughout Persia 
in which the clergy with the Ulema of Nejef ined 
‘The Wt Minister also info Foreign Affairs that he would 
accept, with a slight amendment, the latter's formula for the second demand (see my 
telegram N. ‘of 13th December), 
‘The sutanission of the Persian Government thus seems to be facilitated, but even 
though a sufficient number of deputies have, T understand, resigned their seats so that 
there will be no quorum in the Medjliss. Itis by no means certain whether, in view 
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of the popular indignation which the Cabinet are much afraid of, they will have the 
courage to comply with the Russian demands. They, doubtless, foresco that if there 
should be any delay in withdrawing the troops the genoral indignation will be intensified. 





(50465) No, 595. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edieard Grey—(Reeeived December 16.) 
(No. 707.) 


(Welegraphic.) Ri Tehran, December 16, 1911. 
‘MY telegram No: 629 of 2nd December. 
Following from His Majesty's vice-consul at Resht, 15th December :— 


*200 infantry and 400 Cossacks have arrived at Enzeli.”” 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India and St, Petersburgh.) 





(50466) No, 596. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Recoived December 16.) 
(No. 708.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Teliran, December 16, 1911. 
SHIRAZ boycott. 
Please seo my telegram No. 705 of last night. 
sqqt hone ordre were ant bythe Ministor for Foreign faire to the Kangisar Jest 
night, 
have tld acting conan! take no active measures without consulting me T 
avo also inetruoted hin fo informe tho Kargusar that T abil danuand Me ditsioai’ 
unless hie bestirs himself to stop the boycott. 


(50469) No, 597. 
Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received December 10.) 
(No. 709.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 16, 1911, 
ACI and Persia, ib eset 


Please seo telegram No. 330 from His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Potersburgh. 

‘The Russian Minister's communication to the Persian Government of the 13th 
December (reported in my telegram No, 693 of the 14th Decomber) merely expressed 
the Russian Governmeni’s intention of withdrawing tho troops, and was not very 
convincing to the Persian Government. ‘Tho now communication, made yosterday, 
reported in my telegram No, 706, was inore explicit. 





(50484) No. 598. 


RA eS Ste a et ters sh) 
v0, 25.) 
(elegraphic.) 2. 7 Stockholm, Decomber 16, 1911, 

_ SWEDISH press states that Swedish officer, Lioutenant Demaphi, hay resigned 
his commission and started for Persia on private promise from Persian Government: of 
employment with gendarmerie,  Sweslish Forejgn Offce inform mo that they have had 
nothing to do with the matter, but eannot prevent officer leaving the country. ‘They 
have refused a passport for his journey. 
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[50298] No, 599. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 458.) ; 
(Telegraphic.) _P. Foreign Ofice, December 16, 1911. 

SUPPLIES for Shiraz escort. 

Seo your telegram No. 705 of yesterday. 

You will have to authorise Shiraz troops to take what measures are absolutely 
necessary to provide supplies for themselves, Acting viee-consul should consult wit 
commander of troops as to measure which seem to them possible or desirable or to take 
with force at their disposal. In event of other means failing, force can be resorted to. 
A receipt for everything taken must be given, so as to secure eventual payment. 

Do you think situation at Shiraz would ‘be in any way improved by dispatch of 
troops ? 





(50495) No. 600. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
ane hie) P Foreign Office, December 16, 1911 
‘lographic,)  P. Moreign Office, December 16, L. 

AS Unoaniartaranl ose Niooketete ee 

Aro not existing Persian Cossacks at Tehran sufficient to preserve order without 
backing of forvign troops? I was not aware that the Persian Goverment have asked 
for holp in monoy and arms as condition of complying with these demands. 

‘As regards Shuster, His Majesty's Government could not object to his dismissal 
aftor all that has passed, nor could they ask Russia to rescind this demand. You can, 
however, discuss with M. Poklowski how the two Governments can now best obviate 
tho adverse consequences of his dismissal Idd not be necessary to hamper 
offoctivoness of new treasurer-genoral in internal administration by a formal curtail 
mont of his powers if he promises to consult the two legations. 

You should confor with your Russian colleague, and you could point out to him 
all tho difficulties of the situation and extreme undesirability of pressing for any new 
demands which would involve an advance on ‘Tehran. My view is that the three 
original demands should be adhered to and their number not increased, Should any 
‘changes subsequently appear desirablo, they should be discussed in the first instance 


by you and your Russian collengue and the to home Governments and then discussed 
with the Persian Government later. 





(50285) No, 601. 


ry to Sir G. Barclay. 

No. 461.) 

Telegraphic) | P. Foreign Opice, December 16, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No, 202 of yesterday. Soe my telegram No. 779 to Sir 

Buchanan, point 1, for o% n of extent of my pledge to Russian Government. 





(50295) No, 602, 
A) Sir Badward Grey to Sir G. Lowther 


(Telographic.) R. Foreign Ogice, December 16, 1911, 
It G. BARCLAY'S telegram No. 704 of 15th December, 


Inform Minister for Foreign Affairs of the substance of last paragraph, and say 
that origin of delay appears to be at Constantinople. 
(Repeated to St. Petorsburgh, No, $32, and Tehran, No, 460.) 
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(50768) No. 603. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 834.) _ 
(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Ofice, December 16, 1911, 

PERSIAN Minister has again made earnest appeal to mo desiring assurances 
about second Russian demand to be private. I pointed out that Russia, having put 
forward demand publicly, could not be expected to be satisfied with private assurances 
thus giving impression in public that demand had been waived, T said T understood a 
formula had been proposed by Persian Government, which Russian Government were 
considering aympatbetially, though it. would requite strengthening. When pressed 
for assurances about withdrawal of troops and other matters I said T would add nothing 
to assurances given direct by Russian Minister to Persian Government about troops, 
and generally that I could not assume position of mediator, Russian Government 
would naturally, after all that had passed, not accept mediation concerning, three 
demands, Till these were coroplied with there wus very little T could do; ufter they 
were settled my influence for future measures helpful to. Persia would be used as 
outlined in my speech in Parliament on Thursday. Persian Minister made it clear that 
Persian Government desire to concede Russian demands, but are hampered by public 
‘opinion that is beyond their control ; they therefore desire to have things made easy for 
her in form. 

You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 462.) 





{50472} No. G04, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Bdward Grey. — (Received December 17.) 
(No, 710.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. " Tehran, December V7, 1911. 

SITUATION at Kermanstiah. 

Please see my telogram No. 682 of the 12th instant, 

I have just received a telegram, dated the 9th December, from His Majesty's 
consul at Kermanshab ‘The telegram was forwarded by runner to Hamadan, whenco 
it was dispatched yesterday. Fighting was proceeding on the 9th December between 
Sular-ed-Dowleh’s party anid Government troops. ‘The telegram states. that business 
was suspended, the streets were unsafe, the Imperial Bank of Persia and the consulate 
were in the line of fire, and that there was goncral danger to life and property. 





{50473} No. 605. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Haward Grey—(Reevived December 17.) 
(No. 711) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 17, 1911. 

TUSSIA and Persia. 

Pleaso see final paragraph of your telegram No. 459 of yestorday’s date. 

‘Dhe Russian Minister's instructions, mentioned in my telegram of 16th December 
to Sir A. Nicolson, referred to ulterior measures, ‘They had no reference to the present 
demands. ‘The final paragraph of my telegram should be road in connection with my 
telegrams Nos. 684 and 702 of the 12th and 15th instant respectively, 

T do not think that the Cossack brigade as at. present. constituted could establish 
or maintain a régime which was distasteful to the people. It did not succeed in saving 
Mohammed Ali in the revolution of 1909. 

When the present Cabinet are considering the foree at their command for dealing 
with any outbreak of popular indignation, f think they will take into account the 
support which they may expect to receive from the Bakhtiaris and from Yeprim’s 
‘men rather than that which the Cossack brigade might afford, 

‘Though the Persian Government have more than once expressed the hope that Ru 
would, after satisfaction of the three demands, facilitate a loan or advance and the 
purchase of arms (so¢ my telegram No. 670 of the Sth instant), the Persians have not 
made help in money and arms a condition of compliance with the demands, 
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Tt would appear from your telegram that the meaning of my telegram to 
Sir A. Nicolson has not been clearly widerstood. If you have anything to add or 
change in your instructions I should be glad to receive fresh instructions as soon a8 
possible, 

Tn view of the present temper of the Russian Government, as indicated in the 
telegrams received from His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, it will be very 
difficult for me, in view of the “extreme undesirability of pressing anything new which 
would involve the dispatch of a force to Tehran,” to join my Russian colleague in 
Advising any changes of a sullciently drastic nature to satisfy the Russian Government. 





{50474} 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Reeciced December 17.) 
(No, 712.) . 
(elegraphic,) P. Tehran, December V7, 1911 

SHIRAZ, 

Please see my telegram No. 703 of the 15th December. 

Tam told by the manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia that the situation at 
Shirwz will be only partially relieved by the arrival of the specie caravan now on its 
‘vay up from Bushire, Bank manager urgently begs that another caravan of specie 
which is waiting to start from Bushire may travel under the protection of the escort 
‘whieh will accompany Smart 

T have told manager that I must obtain your special sanction before authorising: 
such a stop, but in the meantime Lam endeavouring to stop Smart, who has either just 
loft Buslite or is just leaving for Shiraz. 


(60475) No. 607, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Baward Grey.—(Reccived December V7.) 
(No. 713 
(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran, December 17, 1911. 
STLIRRVZ, 
Ploase see your telegeam No. 458 of yesterday. 
I have received sovoral further telegrams from His Majesty's acting consul, from 
which it appears that ¢ ar is taking some steps to check the Loyeott agitation. 
vg consul has found himself compelled to accept an offer from the deputy 
soveriior to obtain a week's supplies, but this arrangement is obvi y 
the boyeott movenient- might onl ed by the dispateh of 
ships to the ports, T would therefore deprecate any action of this nature. 





(50476) No. 60. 


Sir C, Barclay to Sir Edveard Grey.—(Received December 17. 
(No. 714) a y 
(Velogeaphie.) DP. Tehran, December 17, 1911. 
RUSSLY and P 
ogram No, 706 of yesterday. 
‘Tho Russian Minister learns from Sardar Assad that one more effort will be made 
to pass tho Russian demands through the Medjliss. Until the result of this effort i 
sscon the resignations of the Moderate deputies will not become effective, 'The Med 
will sit on Tuesday, and if it again refuses to give satisfaction to Russia the above- 
one resignations will be made effective; it will then be announced that the 
djliss has ceased to exist 
is, | believe, that the public 
1 to resign. into withdray 
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opinion, and the feeling against compliance with the demands is growing. A Russian 
Boycott which has been in operation for some time appears to grow rather than to 
diminish. 





(50532) No, 609. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 18.) 
(No, 224. 
& 2 Tehwan, November 22, 1911. 

‘THE Electoral Law was passed by the Medjliss on the 22nd October, and was: 
ratified by the Regent on the 4th instant, ‘The wording of His Highness's reseript 
shows that he desires to make it quite clear that he entirely dissociates himself from 
the provisions which the law contains, as he says that he passed it on to the Minister of 
the Interior at onee, without having hed time even to read it. 

‘The Electoral Law of 1909 (see my despatches of the 17th June and the 19th July, 
1909) provided for 120 members of Parliament and for elections through electoral 
colleges. The present law, of which I transmit a translation herewith, provides for 
136 members and for direct elections in accordance with a schedule which forms an 
appendix to the Electoral Law, The principal provinces are allotted the following 
number of representatives :— 

Azerbaijan. d 19 
Khorasan : i) 
Arabia 5 


Azorbaijan and Tehrasé are unchanged as compared to the last Electoral Layy, but 
is allotted 13 members instead of 8, while tho remainder show practi 
ge. 

is, perhaps, not a matter for surprise that although the last Plvctoral Law 
provided {or the election of 120 representatives there never have been moro. than 
in Tehran, and the divisions usually show an attendance of between 60 and 


aw provides practically for universal suffrage, the only important: 
. Gmouths’ residence in the electoral district. Political offenders who 
on agitinst the Government are now added to the list of persons 

qualified both from electoral riglits and candidature for election, 

‘The important chauge, of course, is from indirect, to lections, and it 
remains to be seen how this system will prove practicable in a country where no census 
has over been taken, 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No. 609. 
Electoral Law of Novenber 4, 1911. 
Seerioy I, 
eee national representatives and their division according to provinces 


Article 1.— The number of the national representatives for the National Consultative 
Assembly in the Empire of Persia is 136, 
_ Art. 2—The distribution of the national representatives proportionally to. the 
estimated population of the provinces ix in accordance with the table which is 
appended to this lav, 


[is2q] 4K 
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Sverios 1.—Qualificatione of Electors. 


Art. 3.—The electors must possess the following qualifications :— 

1. They must be Persian subjects. 

2 ‘They must at least be 20 years of age. 

3, They must be residents of the electoral district, or they must have been 
domiciled there at least for 6 months before the election. 


Art, 4.—Persons who are deprived of electoral rights :— 


1, Womer 

2, Persons not within years of discretion, and those who stand in need of a legal 
‘guardian, 

3. Foreign subj 

4, Persons whose y from the orthedox religion of Islam has been established 
in the presence of a duly qualified representative of the Holy Law. 

Persons under 20 years of age. 

6, Fraudulent bankrupts, 

7, Monilicants and persons who earn their living by dishonorable means, 

8. Murderers, thioves, and other criminals who deserve punishment in accordance 


offenders who have risen and taken action against the constitutional 
d the independence of the State, 


, Persons who are deprived of electoral rights owing to their occupation and 
position = 


1, Military and naval men, excluding those having honorary posts. 
Ofivors anid employés of the police and gendarmerie within the district of their 


10N IIL —Qualifications of Candidates for Election. 
Art. 6,—Candidatos for election must possess the following qualifications :— 


{ profess tho faith of His Holiness Mohammed, the son of Abdullab, 
tunloss they represent the Christian, Zo or Jewish communities. 
2. ‘Thoy must be Persian subjects. 
‘They anust to able to read and ywrite Persian to an adequate degree, 
4, ‘They must be well known in the electoral distriet, 
5, heir age must not fall short of 30 nor exceed 70 years, 
6, ‘They must have the reputation of being trustworthy and upright, 


Art. 7, Persons who are debarred from being elected :-— 
s, brothers, and paternal uncles of the King), 


3. Foreign subjects 

J, Kmployés of the goudarmerie and police, as well as naval and auilitary men, 
excluding ollicers hiding honorary posts. 

5, Governors, vieo-goreriors, and their assistants within the district of their 
employment. 

Note—Other Government employés aro eligible for election on condition that they 
resign their posts for the period of their election. ‘ 


G6. Fraudulent bankrupts. 

7. Murderers, thieves, and other criminals who deserve punishment according to 
Islamic lav 

8. Persons reputed to he heretics, or persons whose apostasy from the orthodox 
fui of Tsun shall have boon established in the presence of a duly qualied 
coclesiastical judge. 

Political offenders who have risen and taken aetion against the constitutional 

Goverminent and the independence of the Stat 


‘Snoxiox IV.—Formation of the Couneil of Supercision. 


Arts. 8 to 12.—Provide for a temporary committee to supervise elections under the 
Joeal governor and some members of the local assembly. 


Sxctiox V.—Mothod of Election. 


Art. 13.—The lection of representatives for the National Consultative Assembly in 
the whole Empire of Persia will be direct and of one degree. 


Art, 14.—In the localities where, according to the electoral distribution, they (the 
electors) have the right to elect one representative, the elections will be singular,” and 
in localities where they (the electors) must elect more than one representative, the 
élections will be * plural.” 

Ezplanation.—The meaning of “plural” election is that every elector will writo 
‘on the voting paper the names of a number of persons to be elected in that district, 
‘The meaning of “singular” election is that every elector will write on the voting paper 
the name of one person to be elected. 


Art, 15.—The election of representatives will be by a relative majority. 


rt. 16,—In case of an equality of votes between two. or more persons, if the 
election of one of them be necessary, that one shall be determined by vote. 

Art, 17.—The principal tribes will, in accordance with the electoral table, each 
send a representative direct to, the National Consultative Assembly. Tho other tribes 
not mentioned will vote in their own districts 

Art, 18—In every electoral district where several other places have to take part 

the election, in caso a certain number of those places should not, within the, time 
which the central committee appoints (within the limits of this, law), earry out their 
clections, their right of election will be forfeited, and the elections in other parts of 
that district will hold good. 

Art, 19,—No one of the electors has the right to vote more than once save in cases 
where a new election shall be necessary. 


Art. 20,—The electors av not absolutely compelled to elect from those resident in 
thoir own quarte 


Sretioy VI.—Issue of the Voting Papers to Determine the Hlectors. 
Arts, 21 


Sromio VII.—Concerning the Taking anid Counting of the Votes and the 
Determination of those Blected. 
Arts, 25 to 43. 


Secri0x S—Ow Complaints in Reference to the Hlections. 
Arts, 44 to 48. 


Sner10y TX.—Miscellancous. 


Art. 49.—As soon as half the representatives of the people, plus one, shall reach 
‘Tehran, the National Consultative Assembly shall be opened, and the decision of a 
majority of them shall be valid and effective, 
‘The period of the parliamentary session is two solar years, beginning on 
‘on which the National Consultative Assembly is opened, 

Art, 51.—The travelling expenses of the deputies from the electoral district to 
‘Tehran and back will be paid to them by the Government at the rate of 6 krans a 
farsakh, ‘The necessary expenses pertaining to the elections will be paid by the 
Government, with the knowledge of the local governors, 


Art, 52.—If ever a member of the National Consultative Assembly should resign 

or die, and more than three months remain of the session, the people of the place. (his 

constituency wil elect (another representative) in his place, but if tho people of the 
ace ( f 





.—Three months before the expiration of every session the Government will 
give notice of a general election, and the people may, if they desire, re-elect any of 
their previous representatives. 


‘The Electoral Law, which is composed of fifty-three articles, was passed by a 
niajority of fifty-two votes at the sitting of the 28¢h Shaval, 1329 (22nd October, 1911). 
HUSSEIN, MOTAMIN-UL-MULK. 
President of the National Consultative Assembly, 


‘This Blectoral Law of the National Consultative Assembly is bronght to my notice 
by virtue of articles 17 and 33 of the Fundamental Law. On this 12th day (4th 
November, 1911), at sunset, this lay was for the first time brought to me through the 
Ministry of the Interior, and as there was no time to read it, it was at once given to the 
Ministry of tho Interior in order to cause no delay 
NASER-UL-MULK, NATB-ES-SULTANEH. 
12th of Zikadel, 1329 (Ath November, 1911), 


In accordance with the commands of His Highness the Regent, it is put into 


exeoution. 
KAVAMCES-SULTANEH, 
ister of the Interior. 
12th of Zikadel, 1329 (Ath November, 1911). 


MEDULY oF EucronaL Disratcrs, 


Namnos of Peovineos s Number of re of 
‘hd Disteots Representatives.) Electoral District 


Awetbaijans ge sg, Maroon, Key 


Tabewes. 
(1D) persons) Anil &e 


lla 


Soujtoulak, 
Uriia 

Kh 
Astraba, 


Aint oe cea) Ane 
Cea), 

Tian . eee Tepahan, &e, 
O perna) 


Auris 
uw 
AKhoruwan ys as 
‘vus) 


| Semnany & 
Savel, be 


«Shaul, 
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Names of Subsidiary Places Centra of 
‘the District, Blectoral District 





Demayend, &e. 5 Demavend, 
Saltauabad, &e. Soltanatad, 


Distal, Be. : Dixful 
SI Shoshier, 
Mobanmorah, 
Beni Tra, 
Shiraz. 

Passa, 
Fees Abdel 

| Belibebaa, Hohbolian. 

| Bushire, ke. Bushire 

; Abbasi. 
Jabra, &e. : ahrun 

| Kazvin, se. < Kaxvin, 


Kashan, &, Kashan, 


Sennoli 
Sakis. 
Kormanshah, 


Bijan, 


Ker 
oy 
Bat 
Sut, 
: Ghoti 
Gulpaigan Balai Gai 

(2 persons) Ks eo, . Mahallat, 
i 


(penser) 
ily Ry Kenyan, 
Fomen, &¢. . Youen. 
e. Taj, 
Mazanoran eee Siri. 

(6 perms) Tarteat 
Manyit 3 Dovlotalad, 
inmates : Tnadan, 

@ peau) 


"To bo fixed by tho M 
luy of the Tnterioe, 


Other religious denorainae 
tions 
(persons) Armenians of 














(50533) No, 610. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received December 18.) 


r d . Tehran, November 22, 191 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit extracts from a despatch from His Majesty's vieo- 
at Resht respecting the conduct of the Russian consulate at Astrabad and of 
the Russian commissioner for the ‘Turcomans at Gombad ki Mr. Rabino's 
information is based upon reports from our native agent at Astrubad, and 1 have no 
means of verifying whether these are too highly coloured or not. 
T have brought the most serious instances of alleged interference on behill of th 


[1524] 4h 





aid 


i ion in which the recent 
to th ice of my Russian colleague, but the fashion in 
Revert of the usin coupe een L is ee bas Beas pavlartet ae He 
wa Coron cto pe Tearral ol he Ioan Ma ae ees 

nominally placed ander his orders in Persia. ah 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enclosure 
Extract from Astrabad News" No.10. 


"DHE, conduct of Russian officials at Astrabsd is surprising, not to say extra- 
ordinary, in the extreme. an 
revi answer to. complaint ftom the Sa = the then deputy, Governor 
of Astrabady that Chigit horsemen were helping the ex-Shah, the sian cong 
informed him that the Sunni gazis hy sued a fetwa. instructing all good Sunnis to 
Help the King of Islam, and that the Tekkeh and Chigit horsemen were therefore, only 
obaying the digtais of heirconseioncoin helping the exch On the ther band fhe 

uussinn commissioner of Gombad c epo with fifty. sowars and 
pet two or three Turcomans, who were accused of being in favou puis C eS 
tion and brought them wo tho ox-Shab, "He also arrested tive Caucasians who were on 
their way from Khojch Nefes to Gumish-tepe, bronght then to town and lodged them 
i ison at the Russian consulate. ey 2 
eePihe Rinssian. commissioner is also reported to be using all his efforts to prevent 
tho Durcomans from abandoning the ex-Shah, and to be spreading disquieting reports 
in Astrabad: F a ee 

‘Anuinbor of people have asked the consul for proteetion. He informed then 
that sould hoy prowent nn petition sigued ya argo number of townie 
fund inhabitants of the districts, he would, ask his Government to Tend troops, for 
the protection of their lives and property. ‘The morchants refused to submit to him 
sucht petition A 

‘ho Hajjib-od-Dowloh, with 200, ‘Turenman sowars, entered Astrabad and 

vid ih mareants ts pay a eomibution of 1200 tomane. Only 44000 tomas, 
howey paid in at the Russian consulate and sent 

1 ya aghe Russian consulate. 3 

Mor ti tafeat ot the Sonar Moly ante Government troops the: Russa 

consul ot ¢ oko Maya, and. is reported to have invited the ‘Tureomans to 

waver this inay he, soon after his return to the city large 

nto be arriving on the outskirts of the The 

iihbitants worn in 0 real stato of al J inany of them have taken refuge at the 
Russian consult 





(50534) No. 611. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bilieard Grey.—(Receiead December 18.) 
i ir, y Tehran, Be eH ‘4, ae 

© TX continuation of my despatch No. ential, of the 12th instant, Thave 
ihe dtouans tosopare tt Dolor the expiy of th tn allowed by the rusian Govern: 
Tye forthe satan of theis demands i conection wih the taking possesion of 
ths Shoati-es-Saltaneh's properties (ey A8 hours, though this period was not expressly 
Inentionel fo the Porsian Government), the Remant of the Cabinet, consisting of the 
Prime Minister anil tho Minister for Forelam Aliits, Nad resigned, ‘ML. Poklevski was 
‘Horefore in some doubt as to how to act on his instructions, which he received on the 
Mth instant, t break off relations with the Cabinet, He tlegraphed to his Govern- 
rent that ithe nevw Cabinet when formes! did_ not forthwith satisfy the two demands 
vie tender a formal apology and substitute Persian Cossacks on the properties in 
{question for the Treasury. gendarmes-—he would Dreak off relations with it, In reply, 
Nie was instructed to break off relations at once. His Governsient had informed him 
a to tho measures tho rlated in the event of the Persian Government's refusing 
tositisy the two dems. ‘These measures sere the dispatch of a Russian force to 
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Kazvin to permit of a detachment’s being summoned by him to Tehran to remove the 
Treasury gendarmes from Shoah-esSaltaneh’s properties, and M. Poklewski had 
recommended that, in order to make sure of the attainment of the object in view, a 
force of 4,000 men should be sent. M. Poklewski was now informed that orders had 
been given to the Caucasus authorities to dispatch these troops. 

On the 18th November the Russian Minister carried out, his instructions, sending 
his chief dragoman to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to say that his relations with the 
- Government were severed, and that for the conduct of current affairs communications 
were to be addressed to his staff, He added that troops were being dispatched. 

Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, who though he had resigned was still carrying on the affaires 
of his ry, at once sent his " chef de cabinet,” Moin-el-Vezire, to beg me to convey 
to you an appeal from the Persian Government to mediate at St, Petersburgh with a view 
to suspending the dispatch of troops. Moin-el-Vevireh stated that a Cabinet. was on 
the eve of formation, and assured me that all indications pointed to the new Ministry's 
giving prompt satisfaction to. Russia’s two demands, On the 20th, Moin-cl-Vezireh 
again visited me, and stated that if the Persian Government were assured that the 
troops would be withdrawn on the satisfaction of the two demands, and that their 
presence would not be used to put forward other demands, the Minister for Foreign. 
Affairs would apologise as soon as the Cabinet was formed, and the gendarmes would 
he withdrawn from Shoah-¢s-Siltaneh’s properties and bo replaced by Persian 
Cossacks. I notice that a similar commnication was on the same day made to you by 
the Persian Minister in London when he asked, on behalf of his Government, for the 
advice of His Majesty's Government. 

On the receipt of the instractions you sent. me on the assurances given by the Russian 
President of the Council to Sir G. Buchanan (see the latter's telegram No. 288), 1 let 
the Persian Government: know verbally and by promomorid that Hix Majesty's 
Government hud reason to believe that, if they satistied the two demands, the Russian 
troops would be withdrawn, and I added that it would be wiser for the Porsian 

T inade this communication on the 

21st, and the samo evening Vossuk-od-Dovlch sont me a message that 

iad! at last formed his Cabinet, which would be presented on the 

ay» Moin-el-Verireh who brought mo the message was to ask mo to express 

to you the gratitude of the Minister for Foreign Affairs for your good offices and 
advice. communication had been discussed by the members ot 
the u deputies of the Medjliss, with the result that it 
Cabinet had been presented to the Modjliss on tho 

nanids would be satisfied forthwith, : 

Tho Cabinet was introduced to the Medjliss in a somewhat incomplete fori on 

nd November, and Moin-el-Vezirch called in the evening to say that the Voasuke 
ed-Dowleh, who had resumed his portfolio but had heen, owing to indisposition, unable 
toattend at the Medjliss, hoped to be well enough to tender the formal apology on tho 
following day, and that the gemdarmes would be replaced by Cossacks as soon as 
possible, 

Poti this time T had Tearued from Sir @. Buchonants telegram No, 200 that there 

wag some likelihood that the assurances given by the Russian President of the Council 

to Sir G. Buchanan would not be fulfilled, and I was in son 

to lot the Persian Government know that our reason for bel 

be withdrawn on the Persian Government's satisfying the 

so strong as it had been, On the one hand, I felt that. to do 

mont of the two demands, sitisfaction of which would al 

Vesides which, I thou 

On the other hand, if gave the Per 

make itall the harder to face the te 

the discovery that the Persian Gow 

withdraw 


Early on the 24th I received a further letter from Moin-el-Vezineh, asking me when 
the Russian Minister would receive the formal apology from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and stating that Persian Cossacks had already replaced the Treasury gendarmes 
‘on Shoa-es-Saltaneh’s property. An appointment for Vossuk-ed-Dowloh's visit. was 
nade for the afternoon, and of 230 he called on the Russian Minister in his official 
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robes and tendered the di 
principal property had 
latter force had heen d 


h had occurred in complying, with hi 
fact that some of the Rnssin troops hal already landed, 
1 hat. his Government would be entirely satislied by the reparation 
ey ol pe nt further demands, and this was all the more 


Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enolosure | in No. G11. 
Sir G Barclay to Moinsl-V 


My doa Moin-el-Vezireh, Tehran, November 23, 1911, 
MUSEN ERY ironies lay vende Whe elaon OE ie llucrowal GE th Grp lee 
1 am, theroforo, intensely surprised that the gendarmes have not already been 
placed by Persian Cossack 
Se TTI Ronee aula Qos coe aaldetaealg eel wise a 
ven able to apologise yosterday. 
been able to apologise yesterday Re 
G. BARCLAY. 


nelosure 2 in No, G11. 
Moinsel-Vesirel to Sir G. Barclay. 


My dear Minister, 
T HASTEN to state, in H 
on the express. understani 


forthwith 
UUIG Hal OX Béndonal peopled el vening and the 


reliavod yy Rorsinn Cossacks. : 
Vosanice wih fat at what time he 


can execute proposil No.2, Tam aul to 


HUSSEIN KHAN. 


inelosure 3 in No. 611. 
Sir G. Barclay to Moin-el-Vezireh. 


My dloar Moin-el-Voziroh, Telwran, November 23, 1911 
SST AINGiy Mtl te rue Hote ton tees Ra Supe are sae erties 
‘understanding that the Russian troops: will be withdrawn forthvith, . 
Fo wil ruber that ho phrase uve was ave reason to Delis” which 
exetly exprosed the state of the ease at mid ‘uesday. 
SAS esr ale Reece Fe Catocal Ye velnh WAL Ose palo 
0 been V1 int Cossacks, he will bo ready to receive the Minister for 
Soroigu Al * hilaat” for the apology 


Yours, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 
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No. 612, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 18.) 
(No. 227.) 
i, Teliran, November 25, 1911, 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 208 of the 28th ultimo, Lhave the ionout to 
report that the engagement reported in that despatch in the neighbourhood of Bander 
Gez seems to have been inore serious than at first appeared, a Government force of 
some GOV men having been completely defeated by the ex-Shah's brother Shoa-es 
Sultaneh and 700 Turkomans. I have no more recent information on which I can rely, 
Yat the whole district of Astrabad appears to have fallen back into the ex-Shals hands. 

The situation at Tabreez has been somewhat relieved, Shuja-ed-Dowleh having 
allowed several of the roads leading to the town to be opened for the importation of 
provisions, in order, it is believed, that the villagers should be enabled to. sell their 
produce, and thus he a more profitable prey to his exactions. A deputation of the 
townspeople visited him at Basminch to open negotiations a week or two ago, but these 
have led to nothing, and he still. threatens the town with a force of some 1,500 mer 
‘There was talk at one time of sending troops from Tehran to deal with him, Dut, so far, 
these plans have not materialised. 

Salar-ed-Dowleh was pursued into Luristan by the Bakhtiaris under Sardar 
Bahadur, who, according to reports re by the Government, inflicted a second 
defeat on him in the neighbourhood of Burujird on or about the 16th November, Ho 
had with him at the time some 2,000 horsemen, 500 of whom are reported to haye been 
killed or wounded. His present whereabouts is unknown. 

Thave, &e, 
BARCLAY. 





(50537) No. 613. 
Sir G. Tarelay te Sir Edward Gr *y-—(Received December 18.) 


Tehran, Novomber 28, 1911, 
2 and 598 of the 2ist instant and your 


" WITH reference to my 
telegram No, 378 of the 24th instant, I have tho honour to tiunsmit. the text of a 
feelal conmauniontion which the two legations made yesterday to tho. Baklitiar 

hans 

Tt will be observed that the wording of tho first part departs from that of your 
telegram No. 878, but 1 could. not. bring Wy callexzue to join in communication 
en 


exactly on the lines of that telegram, Hi ntly feared lest: his Goverument might 
object to the discouragement which the khuns would read into your openiug. phrase, 
‘The khans were pressing for a reply to their enquiries, and did hot. think the 
difference between your text and the one desired by my colleague sutlicient. to warrunt 
the delay which “would have been involved by further reference to our two 
Governments. 

‘The communication was made by Mr, Churchill and M. de Giers to the Samsam-ose 
Sultaneh and: Amir-i-Mujahid, who seemed to be highly: satistiod with it, as it dispels 
the fears some of the khans apparently have felt-as to the probability of any attempt 
‘on their part to take power into their own hands (os they expres it) Jeading to military 
gotion by Russia which would deprive them of the fruits of theit efforts, ‘They asked 
Mr, Churchill and M. de Giets a number of questions aw to the exact bearing of the 
teference in the communicstion to the “interest” of the two Powers, and furthor 
questioned M. de Giers as to the eventual attitude of Russia with regard to the ox-Shal 
and as to. the ul thdrawal of the Russian troops. ‘The two. dragomans 
explained in. ge hat, the two Powers, whose wish was to maintain the 
integrity and independence of Persia, would be guided in their relations with. this 
country by the attitude of the Persian Goveroment. towards them, and the different 
specific questions they lind raised would no doubt be dealt with on their merits. 

‘The khans were anxious to havea written copy of the comm Dut this the 
Aragomans were not empowered to give them, bit they allowed one of the khans to 
take down « copy of their translation of it. 

__ They gathered that Samsam-esSultanch, who had that morning handed in his 
resignation to the Regent, was being strongly urged by a section of the khans to 
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@éal with a view to putting an end to the Medjliss and forming a 
purely Bakhtiari Cabinet with autocratic power, which they would use in the first place 
fy Russia's demands and place their relations with the two Powers on a soun 

working basis, On the other hand, there are not wanting signs of dissensions among 
the khans, and some of them, notably Amir Mufakhem and Sardar-i-Jang, are thought 
to have the interests of the ex-Shab at heart, Sardar Assad is now on his way back to 
Porsia, and is at this moment at Rostoff. His return to Tebran, which the other khans 
‘outing to prevent, may modify any plans which his brothers and cousins may 

have made in the meantime, as he is reported to be hand-in-glove with the Ultra- 


Nationalists or Democratic party. inaeete 
G. BARCLAY. 


Enelosure in No. 613. 


Anglo-Russian Verbal Communication to the Baklitiari Klians, made on 
Die oes Norember 27, 1911. 


TE two Powers do not see their way to giving advice to the Bakhtiaris in this 
ae ay ternal niture, but they can tell the Bakhtiaris thet they 
do not contemplate any interference so long ax their interests are respected. 
‘As regards guarantees, the two Ministers can only assure the khans again of the 
rieully sympathy of their Governments 6 long as the Bakhtiaris act in a manner 
friendly to the two Powers, This friendly sympathy should ensure fair treatment. for 
the Bukhtiaris, 





(50538) No. 614. 


Sin Baveluy to Sir Biteard Groy.—(Reccived December 18%) 
ee ‘Teliron, November 28, 1911. 
PHE, past few weeks have been.» period of protracted ‘risis, and Samsam-ee- 
Gultauch ia still a far as ever from achieving that dosideratum on which the Regent 
Taw alvvnys laid sich stresy—a_ strong Cabinet backed by a stable majority in the 
Meal 
eae roponted jn my’ tolegram No. 605, of tho 14th instant, the remnant of the 
Cabinet, composed only of the Prine Minister aud the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
resigned on tho Lith instant. For weeks. past Samsim-es-Sultaneh had been vainly 
endleouring to ill the vacant posts, but he could not induce the Medjliss to accept 
His cwndilates, The post over which there was the greatest dificulty was that of 
Minister of the Interior, which te Modjliss insisted should be resumed by: Kawam-es- 
nitinol who had left the Cabinet owing to dissensions with the Primo Sinister 
KiwvanesSultanch is an advanced denioorat, and is more than ever inacceptable to the 
Regent an Sansan-eeSultauch as a eandidate for tho, Ministry of the knterior now 
that the elections are impending, -Lewvas, I believe, tho dificulties Smsam-es-Sultanch 
fond in completing his Cabinet more than the Russian ultimatum whieh led him to 


Vor ten days there was no Cabinet at all,and the Ministry, whieh Samsam-es- 
Sultanoh at length on the 22nd instant introduced to the Medjliss, only consisted of four 
iwembers, Tt was introrluced in this incomplete form in order not further to delay 
sitisfnetion of the two Russian demands in connection with the incident at Shoa-es- 
Siiltawh’s propertios erated by the Russian consulegeneral. Up to now the vacant 
posts have not heen filled, the Medjliss still stubbornly refusing the candidates pro- 
poset hy Sams h. ‘The artificial moderate insjority so carefully nursed by 
tho Regent has disappeared, and the democrats, who have beew joined by « seetion of 
tho Modjliss which had hitherto wavered between the two parties, now appear to 
command a qajority It is the incompatibility of a compact and united moderate 
Cabinet with the present Medjliss which is dle Regent's despair, and. there seems 
little likeliliood of the new elections thinuing the democrat ranks. The message of 
sympathy from the two Governments delivered to the Regent, a5 reported in my 
telogrimi No, 551 of the Sth instant, produced no effect, and His Highness appears still 
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determined, if not to resign, at least to goon leave, which may prove to be the stepping- 
stone to resignation, 

‘The situation to-day is confused and uncertain to the last degree. ‘The Cabinet 
is demoralised, the Regent apparently on the point of desorting his post, the Bakhtiaris 
are contemplating a eoup d’Blat, andl on the top of this utter confusion comes now & 
second Russian ultimatum demanding within forty-eight hours the dismissal. of 
Mr. Shuster and other things, ‘To allow only forty-eight hours for compliance with 
these far-reaching demands is a mockery, and before. the end of this weok wo may, 
expect to see the Russian troops, some 2,000 of which have already landed, on their way. 
to Kazvin. It is,T fear, very doubtful whether even this willinduce the Medjliss to vote 
tho dismissal of Mr. Shuster and to consent to the undertaking demanded in the matter 
of the engagement of foreign assistants. Ip will be remembered that the presence of 
a detachment of Russian troops at Kazvin did suffice last. year to secure the prolonga- 
tion of the copper mining concession in Azerbaijan, or the concession to. run motor 
ears on the Russian roads—matters of comparably less difficulty than what is now 
demanded. Possibly the advance of the Russian troops may, give impetus to Bakhtiari 
ambitions and they may attempt the contemplated coup @Eifat. ‘This, if successful, 
would extricate Russia from a difficult position, and there ean, I think, be little doubt 
that it is the development which would bo the ‘most welcome to the Itussian Minister, 
but there is no certainty that it would prove successful. At present there are ouly 
some 700 Bakhtiarix in Tehran, and one branch of the txibe is believed to be playing 
rather for a restoration of Mohammad Ali than for Bakhtigri ascendency, the spoils of 
which it feels would, in the event of a successful coup d'Btat, fall to the rival branch, 
Moreover, the Bakhtiaris in equipment are not equal to the men whom Yprom could 
muster on behalf the Medjliss. I see no possible development that could causo us any, 
satisfaction, Even supposing the Medjliss, yielding to foree majeure, were to comply. 
forthwith with the Russian demands and’ dismiss Mr, Shuster, this mean at best 0 
breakdown of the ono serious effort of Persia to extricate herself Irom the morass of 
disorder in which she has sunk. She had at last brought herself to vest in a very ablo 
foreigner sullicient powers to effect some reform. Ivis truly deplorable that this first 
really hopeful experiment at comprehensive reform should have failed, Tt is all the 
more 0 in that the demand for Mr. Shuster’s dismissal must always bo in_so1 


0 
degree associated with an incident in which the Russian consul-senoral in ‘Tehran 
played a part entirely in harmony with the reputation he very generally enjoys as an 
‘agent provocatenr, 


Thave, &. 
|. BARCLAY, 





[50539] No. 615. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Crey.—(Reeeiveid December 18.) 
(No. 231.) 
, Tehran, November 29, 1911, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 580 of the Bist ultimo, [ haye the honour 
to transit copy of a despatch fromm His Majesty's consul general at Bushite, frwanding 
A report from His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, of a conversation with the Sheiktt 
of Mohammerah regarditig the Mohamineral-Khoremabad railway. 

AAs regards article 4 in the draft contract, providing for the five giant of land by 
the Persian Government for the purposes of the railway, Captain Haworth suggest 
that it might be possible to make « private arrangement. with the sheikh. allottinge him 

number of shares in, the company, ‘This suggestion would appear to. be 
mpracticable from the nature of the undertalkiny 

‘The sheikh, however, as well as other powerful Jandowners, will doubtless require 
compensation for the land used, and Lam inclined to think that when the tiegotintions 
are resumed swith the Persian Government, it would be hotter to modify article in a 
sense less likely to provoke the hostility of those whose lands would have to be 
expropriated, 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 615. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Coz to Sir G. Barclay. 


Sir, Bushive, October 17, 1911. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward, for your Exeellency's information, copy of a letter 
reovived from His Majesty's consul, Mohammerah, on the subject of the application for 
4 concession for a Khor-Musa-Khoremabad ruilway and the interests of the sheikh of 
Mohammerah in connection therewith. 2 

Thave, ke, 
P. Z, COX, Lieutenant-Colonet, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Coneul- 
General for Fare, &e. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 615, 
nul Haworth to Colonel Coa. 


Sir, Mohuummerah, October 7, 1911. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in accordance with the instructions 
contained in your t Nos, 964 and 965 of the 2nd October, I informed the 
Slicikl of Mohasamerats that ‘company of high standing had approached the Persian 
Government with the offer of a loan for the construction of a railway from Mohammerah 
or Khor-Musa to Khoremabad, that the company was an entirely British one, and 
Proposed to construct and work the line, and that the treasurer-eneral had placed the 
Proposals before the cabinet with & view to their being submitted to the Medjliss, ‘The 
nhorkh left: himself entirely in our hands, and said he trasted that we would see that 
hig rights wer maintained; as in my former conversation with him on the subject he 

erred to the fict that ‘railway would render h mote accessible to the Persian 
Government, and said that he relied on us to suppe st encroachments, 

T would suggest that while pursuing the terms of artiele 4, that all land would. be 
Government free, it might. be possible to make a private arrange 
ho abeikl allotting him a certain number of shares in the company ; it hins 
inbered that though the Persian Government is, or may be, content to 
il free, they do so tor a definite consideration; the shelkh, who does not 

in that considernt 


; suzerain Power then 
ids, but it will be the latter, in 
requires—a fact w! 
rs 


L. HAWORTH, 


I 





(60540) No. 616. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Bitcard ( Received December 18.) 
(No.2 
Sin, Vorember 27, 1911, 
IN my despatch No. 212 of the Sst October [alluded to the possibility’ of 
the iner in onr consular escorts m its moral ef s felt in a diminution of 
disorder on the southern roads, 

S) fir this seems to have been the ease as regards the Shiruz-Bushire road, as, 
except for the robbery owt the Ath November of ll caravan of local produce and 
telegraph stores at the hands of Kis run, and the attack on the caravan 

Japanese reported in my telegram No. 589 of the 20th November, 

no robberies Have been reported to me since the two squadrons of Tndian cavalry left 

on the 2nd instant, and a telegram received to-day from the acting consul at 

ates that ordinary ‘caravans are moving fa though the authorities 

profess themselves unable to provide guards for the passage of caravans conveying. 
specie, which is urgently needed by the Imperial Bank of Persia at Shiraz. 
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Af the same time it was thought necessary {that the sepoys leaving Ispahan on 
their return to India should not travel alone between Kazerun and Bushire, in 
consequence of a report. from Mr. Vice-Consul Chick, who accompanied the cavalry as 
faras Kazerun, and on his way south had an opportunity of gauging the effect on the 
local tribal chiefs of the passage of our troops. He stated that the chiefs were 
considerably exercised a5 regards the question of “rahdari,” or illegal road tax, which 
culminated on one occasion in an imprudent road guard firing off his rifle to intimidate 
‘one of the muleteers belonging to the troops’ caravan. His rifle and those of the other 
fatengohis were confiscated’ ‘This incidont aud the jancourata| separa in Local owe: 
papers of the future intentions of the British Government as regards the employment 
of the troops as caravan escorts seems to have put the khans in a dingerous temper. 

As regards the Shiraz-Ispahan road there is no improvement to report, Tis 
Majesty's consul-general at Ispahan reporting on the 11th November that on the Shiraz 
road there was practically no caravan traffic, and repeating the same remark on the 
18th November, One caravan on its way to Kumisheh was attacked near Orchini Pass 
by Kuhgeluis. On the 8th November the merchants of Ispahan telegraphed to the 
Minister of the Interior protesting, against the insecurity of the roads in general, 

‘The Bakhtiari road continues ina very unsatisfactory condition, but severe cold 
with a corresponding decrease of robbers is setting in, 

Large arrivals of merchandise formerly abandoned on the road are now reported, 

An attack ona caravan of 150 camels chartered by Messrs, Lynch oceurred at 
Malamir during the month, and on the Sih instant, riear Gav Peeseh, two bags 
containing the whole of the kit of two sowar reliefs proceeding to the Ispahan 
consulate were stolen, the value of which I shall claim from tho Persian Government 
as soon as I have received particulars, 

Thaye, &e, 
G. BAROLAY. 





(50541) No. 617. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reerived December 18) 
(No, 233.) 
Sir, Telran, November 30, 1911. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual inonthly summary of ovents in 
Persia for the past four weeks. 
T have, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No. 617, 


Summary of vents in Persia for the Month of November, 


Tehran, 


The Cabinet Aer repeated crits an considerable opposition onthe art of 


section of the Medjliss to the inclusion of Mohtashem-es-Sul 


Itaneh, the Cabinet was 
completed on the 29th November as follows :— 


rand Minister of the Tuterior 
rer for Foreign Aff 
Minister for War... 
Minister for Finance 1 ; 
for Public Instruction <<... Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
ister for Posts and Telegraphs ... tanh, 
ister for Justicn eis Sultaneh, 


Samsun-es-Sultanch, 
Vosouk-ed-Dowleh, 


‘The Medjtiss.—On the Bist October Bill was passed abolishing the ponsi 
allowances of those who had risen against the Government sinew the 

1909, and on the 9th November a further Bill was passed abolishing. the p 
well-known reactionaries to the extent of 18,785 tomans a-year, while e:ttain other 
pensions were reduced, 


[uses] aN 
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On the 2nd November « Bill was passed giving H: Muin-ut-Tujjan e 
the oxide mines in the iland of Hormus, “The fost ot ths Bilis Cosamntted 
separate despateh. 

Mohtashem-cs-Sultanch’s concession regarding Government control over the im 
tation of silkworm seeds was discussed on the 11th November, and a proposal to extend 
i for seven years was ejected. Roose eee erteel seesend 

At the same sitting « Bill was passed authorising the employment of ten mi 
Ametiean officials for the Ministry of Finane rit of 24,900 do ie 
ee y and a credit of 24,900 dollars a-year for 

At this ‘iting an important letter addressed to the Medjliss by th nt Ww: 

Ywhioh His Highneas threatened to resiga af certain conditions evo Te 

A tran: of this letter is annexed, Telegrams fiom Tabreez, Resht, 
Meshed, and some other towns, ging the Medjliss to prolong its session, were read at 
the same sitting, and after considerable debate on the 12th and 13th, a majority of 46 
out of 69 votes decided, on the 18th November, that. the session should be prolooged 
until just over b th f the new Medjliss are in ‘Tehran. The two years’ 
‘session of the M cf id on the Lath November, i 
_ Aco ‘was chosen to discuss matters with the Regent in connection with 
his, proposed , and presented a report to the Medjliss which, however, was 
niot read in public, ‘The committee stated that in vinw of the Regent's indisposi 


it was proponed that he should go to Europe on short Ieave after the formation 

On tho 22nd November Sumsam-es-Sultaneh presented three Cabinet Mi 
letter including, Vosouketd-Dowteh as Foreign Minister, and on the 29th, November, 
after a story debate, the Cabinet was completed a reported. above, forty-one deputies 


Lith Ne ib Or Wena 
h ver. On the 2 
Novoinber the Treasury guards wore removed from the property, ad the following day 
the Foreign Min rt i ie desired aplos to the Ru Minister. 
miber the Russian Min ted Russia's ultimatum 
uni within forty ee 
the 28d chran fi 
Honuioy and Ae Ml lan fh ‘ae 
Ou thy ded N i 
trom Alaed-Dow inter Ane Majahid 
sand. Sardar Jang. accompanien Alave disarmed: the 
Arewury gunn Th Prime Minster oventuslly polived. to Mr. Shuster, and the 
Novel Farina tefl Tehran for ‘Taber as GovernorGeneral on tho ath 
A trial ” was ci 
; : was ciroulited langely 
i hay ou the 18th Nove ww dh yaaa it ape in Lou oie 
‘olonel ) 18th November h 2 Treasury yuards 
iRiavinienel Zann, to calles revenues sei Se al 
dle Borehytiwve, the nevly-appointed Belgian Minister, has arrived with his 


Prices continue to rise and bread is very d 

Prices contin nd bread is very dear. 

‘The Preas:—Tho newspaper * Medjliss" is the only daily paper. 

The *Tamaddon,” which pressed a few mouths ago, has reap) 
published a fill transati etter to the “Times.” 

nie pape ¢ Mr. Shuster as working in the 
interests of the British G and ons promptly suppreweds ne 
G. P. CHURCHILL. 


Hin Highness the Regent to the President of the Medjliss, 


November 11 
1 transmit to you a momoranduin which T request you to submit ta. the careful 
consideration of tho members of the Medjliss. As you are fully of the presen 
nao aim sre you wil gna that am jst in ein his mera, 
‘and, in requesting you to explain it Fully to the hope that it will produce « 
eset p ally to th Thope that it will produce 


To the National Assembly = 


As the deputies are fully aware of the present state of affairs, any explanation is 
superfluous 1 need only say tht, as you are fully aware, for some time past the 
Cabinet has been incomplete and practically on the point of dissolution. Although 
the services rendered by His Highness Sainsam-es-Sultanch, the Premier, are well 
known to the State and nation, he has been so hampered by repeated crises and want 
of co-operation that he actually decided to hand in his resignation, which 1 have 
prevented him from doing. But obvious that without the’ formation and 
Completion of the Cabinet, as well as the necessary co-operation, ho cannot, put his 
‘good intentions into execution 

As general election is at hand and troubles are apprehended next spring, it is 
obvious that if a Cabinet is not formed at once with the necessary co-operation of the 
Medjliss and does not put into execution a properly drawn up programme for the 
tuasntenanee of securty'in tho omatry-—on which the carrying out of the elections 
greatly depends—and the prevention of trouble in the spring, and if the Medjliss does 
hot approve of the measures proposed for the maintenance of ‘order, it will be extremely. 
Gifioult wt this critical juncture. to feel assured that the necessary menses for the 
prevention of future dificulties will be earried out, 

Under these circumstances, Lneed only point” out the: importance of the oceasi 
‘nd to express the hope that. the Medjliss will give its full support to the Premier in 
his task of forming and completing the Cabinet and of drawing up a programme, 

Furthermore, I consider it necessary to say that, as T stated in my tolograms from 
Europe, the support of everyone is necessary to a constitutional Regent. and that party 
differences cause obstruction and bring about crises, and that therefore, seeing that 
tranquillity is absolutely essential under the present circumstances, such crises aro 
detrimental to the interests of the country. 

‘At the time when I went through ceriain legal formalities at the Medjliss, T stated 
that if discord should unfortunately bring about further confusion in affairs, I would 
not be able to continue to witness such an unfortunate state of affairs. But as from 
three months ago the sigus of discord, and even of imputations against. the Regen 
‘which should be respected by all, beeame apparent—as is well known to all the deputi 
Tat that time decided to resign the Regency. As, however, troubles of « most serious 
ature supervened, Thad patience, and postponed the carrying out-of my resolve lest ib 

ld be t fiorent to my responsibilities, But in order that 
this matter should not take place unexpectedly without any preparations having been 
male, I took measures, during the last few days, to ask the deputies to. consult with 
the authorities; and to take asiires as they may consider advisable, 1 there 
fore remind the Med f neasures aie not taken in this matter, 1 will 

1d myself’ forced to carry my decision into effect without any further prelimin- 

es, and to make the matter public, At the time of iny going through the legul 
formalities at the Medjliss, [declared that no consciuntions person could hold me respon 

ble for this act, and in trying to put a jscord, T have made superhusnan 
efforts, but I regret to say that they have pr 

Tn my opinion, the deputies are responsible to anid it is incumbent upon 

n to devute their whole energies to the carrying important, aflts, 

ves us freed from their responsibilities until they have 
tory solu difficulties. 

Tn conclusion, I must again insist on the importance of the occasion—on the 
essontial need of giving effect to th objects, and_on the evil conse. 
{quences of their neglect. I point out my’ irresponsibility, and’ by doing iny duty and 
di your attention to the above matters I free my conscience of all farther 


Tabroee. 


‘Ther is no improvement iu the situation at Tubreez ‘The investment of the town 
by Shujaed-Dowleh, at the head of some 2,000 followers, continues, 

ive state of affairs in the town is very serious, and several of the inhabitants of 

haye taken “hast” in the country seat of the Russian eonsul- 

asa protest against the miseries they are suffering, The townspeople have 

come to terms with the Shujaed-Dowleh, and are powerless to relieve the 

less the Government at ‘Tehran intervenes. The presence of the Russian 

assurance for the maintenance of tranquillity, The 
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Cossack battalion, which has fallen below strength owing to the departure of time- 
expired men, is to be relieved by u fresh battalion, 


Ghilan and Mazanderan. 


The British consular agent at Astrabad reports that Mohammed Ali is still at 
Khoja Nats, and that the Russian consal is ‘every encouragement to the followers 
of the ex-Shah, Also that the Torkomans attacked the town on the 11th November, 
Kelling forty-seven men and capturing thirty-five, aud that owing to their presenes in the 
vicinity of Avtrabad, large numbers of the inbubitants are taking refuge in the Russian 
consult, 

‘The Russian consular guard at Astrabad is to be strengthened by 200 Cossacks 
with two quick-firing guns, with a view to protecting Russian lives and property. 

‘Tho following Russian. troops liad dat Resht by the 27th November: 
800 Cossacks, 1,720 infantry and artill totul, 2,020, with 8 guns and 6 machine- 
gan, 


Meshed, 


Rukn-ed-Dowleh, the Gove eral-clect of Khorassan, has not yet arriv 
Nayer-ed-Dowleh is still. en ing to induce the Government at Tehran to 
separate again Nishapur from Khorasan 


Meshed itselt'is not in a disturbed state, but the roads in the vicinity are infested 


Tapahan. 


‘The discontent in the town, owing tothe dearness of provisions, is increasing. 
proving. is nits normal state of inseerity, owing to the presence of Bakhtiari and 
nubgelui raid state of affairs is adding to the unpopularity of the governor, 
Sardiay Asha, chiof merchants, who have protested to ‘Tehran against. the 
insecurity of the rwads, would probably weleome the alventof even foreign troops for the 
policing the roads, 
He ite apie of My EC Hyon, a Bra woot a agent toto treararer: 
general, is giving cvident satisfaction to the masses in Tapahan, Tho Governors 


Gonoral, the former Treasury agent, and the clergy have failed in their attempts to 
ongaitist nny. pponition to Mr. Haycoa : 


Rectuiting for the ‘Treasury gendarmerie has commenced, and by the 11th November 
twenty-nine men had been enrolled, 


‘Ong squadion of Indian, cavalry left Abadeh for Ispahan on the 27th November, 


Yexd, 


Amir Azom, the new Governor of Kerman, is falling to restore order and punish the 
participators in the recent d na satisfictory manner, 

‘he a the country, and render the roads unsafe. ‘The 
telegraph wire has also be several occasions. 

The Parsees, whose business ied on under increasing difficulties and 
losses, are apparently dosirons of foreign intervention. 


Shiraz, 


Teh, the Governor-General-elect of Fars, has not yet left Tehran. 
hh October a caravan from Ispahan for Shiraz was looted near Khanik- 
rreh, anit Dr Ross, who was travelling with it, was illtreated and lost all her personal 
effects She managed to reach Abadeh. On resuming her journey she was robbed a 
secon] time, and had toreturn to Abadeh, 
On th 28d November two squadrons of Indian cavalry reached Abadeh, One 
proceeds to Tspahan, « ‘Miss Ross to Shiraz leaving on the 27th instant, 
On the mght of 26th November, a bond of thieves attacked a garden 
near th constlate, « brisk fusilade being kept wp for some tin 
‘Two squadrons of Indian eavalry arrived st Shiraz on the 12th-13th November, 
‘There worw Ho uoteworthy incidents on the rod. 
__, Several robberies aro reported, but on the whole the state of unrest at Shiraz and 
istrict seoms to bo decreasing, 
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Scistan. 


‘The state of the roads in Seistan and the Kainat is quiet, but carayans cannot 
travel without strong escorts 


Kerman. 


‘Tho condition of the province of Kerman remains the same as reported in last 
amr crates of BalvohiroVber bands i inrensi Sepeilly fl the belah bettood 
ee Psi Nifs-Nizaoy who haa great ioflaenco with Cie Balicha ix ctlomptig to 
alienate men employed by the telegraph department, 


Kermanshah. 
His Majesty's consul reports that the situation is growing worse in Kermansbabs, 
and that robberies are so frequent that he is placing British flags on warshowses 
containing British goods, 


Taristan 


Official reports to the Central Government announce the defeat of Salar-ed-Dowleh, 
hy the Bakhtiari fore under Sardar Bahadur on the 15th November, near Burujind, 
Salar-ed-Dowleh is reported to have lost about 500 killed and wounded and the 
Bakhtiaris about 50, 


Bushire. 


Tangistan is the chief centre of unrest where skirmishes between the followers 
of local healmen are of frequent. occurrence, 


Alcaz. 

‘The working of the telegraph line hag been very unsatisfactory during the past 
month, and great inconvenience and lost has been caused to British firms at Ahwaz 
and Mohammerab. Extensive repairs are necessary. , 

During the first week in October one caravan left for Ispahan ; sineo then tho road 
has beon closed as the Bakhtiari guards have fed owing to the prevalence of cholera, 
There appears to be no hope of reducing the accumulation of goods at Ahwaz, und 
Messrs. Lyrich Brothers are muking arrangements for storing during the rainy season, 


Bruder Abbas. 


Five large caravans left for Kerman and Lar during the first week in October. 
Other trade routes are infested by several small patios. of robbors, anil no aarious 
measures atv ever taken against them by the local authorities, 
ee ESN, Me FORDHAM, Military Attaché. 


—$—$—$<——— 


(50542) No. 618. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeoived December 18.) 
g ee Teluran, December 1, 1911, 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 226 of the 24th ultimo, [have the honour to 
trannmnit'a translation of to ultimatum which, asT reported in nay telegram No, 610 
of the 29th November, was presented to the Persian Government by the Russian 
Minister at noon on the 29th ultimo, vier 
have, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 


(2524) 
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Enclosure in No, 618. 


M. Pokleweli to Vosuk-ed-Doreleh, 


‘attention to the reason 
further demands, and in this connectio 
Gove i, which I have now received. 
Tow have the honour to make the following demands on behalf of the Imperial 
Government :— 


Firstly, the dismissal of Mr. Shuster and Mr, Leooffre ; and the status of other 
persona invited by Mr, Shuster to serve the Persian Government will come under the 
second item of these dexands, 

Secondly, an) undertaking on the. part of the Persian Government not to invite 
any foreigners to ji orvive without the previons consent of the British and 
Thissian Legation 

‘Thirdly, payment, by 1 Government of the expenses of the present 
Heusstian, mili ie sum payable to the Imperial Government 
‘and th be fixed after the receipt of the Persian 
Govorninont’s reply. 


T consider it my duty to explain that the reason for these measures is firstly the 
Absohite necessity af obtaining compensation for the movement of troops which the 
fal Government haa been forced to seud to Persia, and for Mr, Shuster's recent 
is towards Russia, and furthermore the sincere desire of Russia now to 
ojpal soured of the differences which have arisen, and for the future to 
won which the two Governments ean build up friendly and stable 
alations, and to give & prompt and satisfactory solution to all Peussan,tnatters and 
ling questions. 
Wun eit is necessary for mo to warn you that the T overn 
cannot wait more than forty-eight hours for the fulfilment tions, 
remain at Resht; but if, before the expiration 
Jed or if the answer is unsatisictory, the troops: will 
cour will of count. nerane the sum payable’ by the Peri 
ye Russian 
Tavail, & 
§. POKLEWSKI-KOZIELL. 





(50544) 19. 


Siv G. Barelay to Sir Bdicart Grey. (Re December 18.) 


Tehran, December 1 
the liowout t transit erat with refine espateh N 
st Ootobor, copy of Diary No. 7 report conclusion of the journey of 
ish and Russi Pe ektak Gu Lares Persian fronti s z 
[Annexes Nos 2, 8, atud A to Dia are also enclosed. 
Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No. G19, 


Hinevry of the British and Russian Delegates from Urmia to 
hvough Anzal anid Satmas, September I-16, 1911, 


i Taste : sickness a 

uy caravan anid cessity entailed upon” us of receiving the wu 

Ath were lots of laying bere us the Kases which, they lege, they had suffred 
fiom the Turkish advance, Among oth jd tous was that of Agha Khan Mir 
Pondj, the langst lind-owuer in that part of the country, who confirmed to us the 


facts already laid before us by his son Haidar Khan in Dol (vide Diary No. 3), He 
confessed, however, that the Turks allowed him to levy one-tenth (in plave of a former 
tne-Bifth) of the produce of the villages in Baranduz though even, that amount could 
tly be got in at irregular intervals and with great diiculty, whilo of Wis estates in 
Dechtebil he had never been able to regain possession. Some deeds were shown us 
Dearing the official endorsement of Saudi Bey (Purkish consul in Urmia, e4., No, 111 of 
23 Shaaban, 1829, &e.) recognising his (Agha Khan's) rights on the haga in the 
Tat mentioned district; but even with these documents he had been unable to eject 
Riza Khan Zorza by whom they were being detained (see Diary No. 

We should not omit to mention the very interesting conversation which we had 
swith Saadi Bey on the 7th September, ‘The atter fully admitted that, Persian Jand- 
Gwners had greatly suffered trom the Turkish occupation, and quoted among other 
instances -— 


sein t; 388 Khe’ vllages i Deshtobil seized with no right whatever by Riza 

hat 
‘The villages of Ali Kan, Zimdasht, and Bublé in Upper Anzal, belonging, to- an 

Unmia seyyid, Hadji All Agha, appropriated with an equal absenes of right by the 

family of Amer Hénaré; and 

3, Nast-ed-Dowleh's villages in Lower Anzal (ic,, Kahiz, Koolindji, and Djemalava), 
Ditants of which now refused to pay any dues to their proprietor, 


Sandi Bey informed us that he had felt, obliged to send in his resignation on the, 
17th August (the date, it may be noted, of the visit, to Urmin of tho Kalmmakam, of 
Salduz and the Turkish consul in, Soujboulak) in. view of the difficulties which were 
being constantly created by the military officers who were ently qualified for the 
performance of the civil duty now entrusted to them, His (Sandi Boy's) own apinion 
row that the frontier between the two States should be constituted by the Kandil 
Tange, as Turkey derived no advantage fiom transgressing this natural Tit, there 
Tring’ne good roads aud, no commercial profit to bo, made, ‘Though he was, he said, 
frov fo admit that the object sought for by the Turkish advance was the creation of 
fresh base against Russi, he himself hed no very h in, fiom a atrategical point 
of view, of the adv: of the territory newly Constantinople, he thought, 
dly ‘could heaccount for the extraordinary declaration 
made in th months ago by Wifiat: Pasha that the 

coupation did nob extend to. the a good patriot, he considered it 
would be better for ‘Turkey to rev frontier than to leave the ocoupied 
dlistricts in their p nv of administrative confusion, ‘Ther was, however, ono 
ect of the case which he wished to bring before us, viz, the question of the 

Fatenance of order should the Turkish Government decide on withdrawal. 1 
ka, he maintained, had at Ieast shown their ability to control the lawless propensities 
of the Kurds, which the Persians ly powerless to do, His own styguestion 
would be that, pending « final solution of the pro! te come 
to with Persia by which auld be emp d ly the districts 
in question, otherwise, and if nothing was put in place of the pr ation by the 
‘Turks, the retirement of the latter would be followed by an era of ind rile 
and massacre. Further, the withdrawal of Turkey should in any ease be subject: to 
ur to hur the right of eventual reoceupation of thesw 

to guati agaiust their seizure by any third Power, 
it 10°3 att, and after a ride of four and a-half hours 
hed Kerim-Abad, wh dd by a Persian detachment consisting of 
ww horsemen poorly clad and badly dilled under command of Abdul Ali Khan 
Sartip. ‘The latter compli ‘of, the dif it ling the 
Stucke of the Kurds fron the occupied district, who, on sevoral occasions, had 
Tndeayoured to get possession of the village of Djebel-Kendi, his own residence, 
‘tuated on the road between Urmia and Salinas, We wore also informed that the 
Turks had at one time occupied many of the villages on the northern edge of the Urmin 
Hain, but had since abandoned thei. Tn the villages of Hissar and Bashlinboopbloo, 
for instance, situated near the lal the east of m-Abad, ‘Turkish lary posts 
wnil of Shukri Bifendi had for some tine been stationed, 
spemiber 10.—Starting at 7°55 .at, w 8 guard 
ileal Harami-post-Khanesi, where. we Lower 
ead betes il the lake. 

I bar), where rod ta 1 Pessia in 1901), were 
mm the caravans, we tured to the left of the win road going. to 
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Kooshichi, and made for Imam-Kendi, a village situated under the mountains and 
‘As Imam Kendi is considered to be now on the limit 
of Persian territory, our Persian companions left us at a point a little bey 
of Meslchet ‘Tépé at the commencement of the fields of Kéhri 
oocipation, there lieing, however, no visible mark to distinguish where one frontier 
Begins and the other ends, We sent on our ghulam with a letter under open envel 
d by Saudi Bey to the officer in Kahrizd, bu ng the reply that 0 
latter was absent, entered the village at. 11°30 A. an a hospitable reception 
at the hands of the Chaoush left in charge of the soldiers, forty-four in nutnber, and 
Delonuing to the 2nd taboor of the LoIst Regiment. We were informed that while 
the ville of Hammanlar, situated in the gorge above Kihrizé, poid to its owners, 
Bakhshialt and Gutta Khane by name, their dues, the villagers of Kahriz6, on the other 
nd, who had themselves called in the Turks, refused to pay a penny to Nasr-ed-Dowleh, 
if that the payments hitherto exicted by him had fae exeedded the sum due to 
m th allGpoerepvori ti lige really belonging to him, and that it was h 
to make restitution to them. Being now inthe occupied 
ing desirous of adher down for us in 
cise, wwe requested and obtained from the Chaoush several soldiers to act as our 
‘escort to tho next Turkish post. 
After a ride of one hour and a-half, we arrived at the large village of Koolindji 
(some 400 houses) which helongs to Nasr-ed-Dowleh, but, as-is the case with Kal 
fins conse to’ pay dues to the proprietor. We pail visit to Yuz Bashi Dervish Bi 
who, in addition to being in command of a company (Ist taboor of the LOIst Regiment) 
stationed in Koolindj, and housed in barracks over which the Turkish flag is fying, wets 
fat the same time ak Governor of Anzal, We wer ed civilly by Dervish Eft 
butt our ghulan who had been sent, on advance informed us that. he thal at Bea 
: 1 the floor, declring that the men of our escort would not be allowed 
‘This latter threat, however, was not executed. We were told. by 
Dervish Effondi that the fields and appurtenances of the villages oceupied by the Turks 
in Anal extended us faras the lake, and that the highway from Urmia must consequently 
yp considored to be within the occupied zone. ‘Traffic, however, on the road in question 
‘was not being sul to interference by them, the Turks. 
ved noxt at 3°10 ra, i8 only half-an-hour’s distance from 
nitred houses inthe. villige, all of them Christian 
Tr belongs to « certain Na 
pail, Aw none were d 
dors, “should they: pay anything to Navi 
Dakhulat was not given by Gowlan, the Turks 
* situation between the other occupied villages. 
wlan, though 1 detachment of twenty-six troopers 
cd Cavalry Regiment), under Second Lienteuant Nivai Effendi, were stationed there 
wt winter, thes latter having bean in the following spring transferred to. Verdan 
(Salinas). ‘On the villagers expressing a hope that the Coed lane ta a lon wos 
fiot return to Gowlan next winter, and on our enquiring what, their reasons were 
fhe expreeing: sucha. lope, aki had ben lwaye tnierstood by that che soliiers paid 
for tho forlder aid provisions used by them, we received the answer that this was 
only partly true, as the ‘Turks offered at most only half the value, even for 
Santaltige wish tho, villagers Had to purchase’ tiomeetrea: while, shoul the lattes 
refs to furnish whit was asked for, it was taken by the simple process of 


indo a short stay at the house of the Orthodox priest Kasha 
Guivorgnis, Lea ig, Bey, sommagiiee eC theta “tabine uh 
Tolst in Chehrik, was then in the village for the purpose of 
inspecting the tiring prac ent the Turkish soldiers 
Accompanying us to inform him that we purposed pa vii only 
response to this, however, was the appearance of Remiz Bey who delivered 
to us the somewh \ge of his chief to the effect that, while we ourselves were 
five to nmin in the village, our escort must leave it immediately. Thinking that 
Romiz Boy might not be in possession of the additional instructions issued by the 
‘Turkish Foreign Office, we sent him Saadi Bey’s letter, following it up by a personal 


it. 

Kol-Avhassi Remiz Bey is a strong advocate of a forward policy. ‘To a questio 
wo put to him whether tho hill of Kial-téps (a little to the north of Djebel-Kendi) 
‘was in Turkish occupation or not, he answered in the negative, adding, however, that 
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‘Turkish territory extended to the shore of the Lake of Urmia, lying between Kill-tépé 
and the fields of Kooshchi, and as stich included that portion of the Urmin road situated 
within the above-mentioned boundaries. He was, hie suid, convinced that the frontier 
Srould have to be rectified, and that both Djebel-Kendi and Kooschi would, as well 
as Kerimabad, which had already, though for a short time only, been in Turkish 
occupation, be handed over to Turkey, which, neoording to its historical rights, ought 
to possess all Azerbaijan up to Kaflankuh, Remiz Bey, further, expressed his 
indiguation at the, fiet that BhekorVary (seo Diary, No 4) hud been restored to 
the Persians by Ahmed Refik Bey, the frontier ‘commissioner, when on a tour 
inspection of ‘the new district. " Urmia, he thought, was identical with a 
certain Toprak-Kala, on which plice the Kurds now under Turkish rule had rights 
of property, as shown by documents in their posession dating some, ninety oe a 
hundred years back. The name itself of Urmia (Roomiyé”) in Turkish. was, 
according to him, another prof of its having bern at one tine in the possession of 
‘urkey, the latter country being known as * Room” throughout the whole of Kurdistan, 
i jinion that rightfully all Kurds belonged to, Turkey Remiz Bey went 
ilently the Avdoi clan of the Shekkaks living now in Persian Kotur 
as erate robbers and evil-doers, adding that, if their chief Simko were not handed 
over to Turkey by Persia, Omer Khan, son of Mamed Sherif, would be direoted by the 
Kaimakam of Chebrik to seize Dilman, On onr asking him ‘how it cama about: that 
Omer Khan's_men, whom Ihe (Remiz Bey) ennsidered tobe Turkish subjects, were 
vying road taxes in Khan-Takhti, in Salmas, in Persian territory, the reply was that 
these Kurds formed’ an indepe 
was in any cas 
have to be reoti 


‘escort to. accompany 
‘condition of his so do 
our letter from Sandi F 


in oo sjoinder on our part that the lett 
intended for all the Turkish commanders on the line of our route—as Remy. Bey could 
see for himself if he would only look at the concluding, paragraph—was met by the 
eect aie the reply that the oly ones cou recogttiog vor those emnnating from 
superiors. A suggestion anade by him that we should send back our escort 
declined to accept, pointing out: the absurdity of « course which would 
throng tivo, Turkish pots, whereas, hy gonthnuing their 
journey in our company there would be only one, natnely Djemalava still to pass before 
Teaching Persian territory. ‘This aspect of the matte poarently not without 
ton Remix, Bey wl y ded the point as fir as our being acco;npanied by our escort, 
‘was concerned, although he still iisisted that we should pass outside instead of thr 
Djemalava. ‘The officer, however (Refik Effendi), commanding the detachment stationed 
in the latter place who had een present during the whole of the discussion, intimated 
to us, jot venturing to comment openly. on the decision taken by his ciety that 
ould himself personally accompany vis and arrange the matter as we desired, On 
this we took leave of Remiz Bey who, throughout, had appeared to us to be labouring. 
under an quarter of an hour Tater passed 
through Djemalava, a village of some. 150 houses, in company of our own escort and 
under the guidance of Refik Effendi, the officer above alluded to. ‘The foree at 
‘command of the latter consists of the Srd company of the Ist taboor 
iment) and is quartered in an old mud-built Persian fort which overlooks the 
Toon reconstructed by the ‘Turks. ition to the above 
mentioned company there are also in the fort two quick-firi 
o work them under the command of Lieutenant Almed Pile 


Pa. the two officers took leave of us at a point where there was nothing 

whatever in the nature of the country to show that a frontier existe declared that, 

this being the limit of the fields of Djemalava and the beginning of Persian territory, 

they could proceed no further, ‘Twenty-five minutes later we reached the linge atid 

rich village of Kooshchi (400 houses), of which « part belongs to Nasr-ed-Dowleh, the 

rest being held hy small proprietors, "There is a 1 telegraph office in the place, 
4P 
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standing just at the entrance to the Vergéviz Rass, through which the whole traffie by 
Tand betwoen Urinia-Khoi-Russia and Urmnis-Salmes-Tabreez is carried on. We were 
infonned that Kooshichi bad once been occupied by the Turks, who, however, were 
obliged to evacuate it on perceiving that the inhabitants were prepared to turn them 
out by foree, A fight, in fact, took plice in the neighbourhood in October 1910, on 
Which oeeasion the Kurds, brousht by the Turks to Koolindji and Djemalava, destroyed 
1 Persian detachment on the high road to Kooshchi, killing its elief, Aidin Pasha, with 
some twenty of his inen, By the aid of a reinforcement, however, from the village of 
Karalagh, the inhabitants of Kooshchi succeeded in maintaining their independence, 
September U--We left Kooshchi at 840 aot, and at 1020 a. reached the 
summit of the Vergéviz Pass, where, in « half-ruined Persian sentry-house, we found 
rome six inen on duty, who told us, that they were forced to pass the night at their 
for fear of the hig! ‘We began our descent at 10-45 A.at, 
| Weaving the main road at L140, visited (12:3 rat) the village of Tsti-su (or 
‘Abijgarm), situated in the midst of the hills overlooking the valley by which both the 
ibove-mentioned main rad and the telegraph Tine pass to to the north of the 
Vergéviz Guedigui, A miller y the village, and questioned by us as to, 
whon the inhabilants owed allegiance to, answered, in a very resolute tone, “Ottomans 
‘We werv informed when in Urmia that the population 
wu called « Turks in order to eseape payment of dues to their Heopretocs 
yids of Karabagh, At the village we found twenty-two soldiers belouging to 
the compan tationed é, unde entenant Hassan 
1 kiifondi, Yu Bashin of the Kabrizé post, was also in Istissi on the day of our 
visit there, 
We continued our journey at 249. rat, being sd down the valley by 
Hassan Efendi and some five oF six Turkish soldiers on foot as escort, who took leave of 
‘vide wonge (Moghul-Deressi) of the abov 
Hassan ‘wheit asked! by us at what partioular point the boundary 
drawn along the valley, told us frankly hate did not. know hi 
sure off was that th i the Per passed was, 
sphere of ion. ly after we had separated from the 14 
mone running up to us, and said that the officer, with whom he lad himself just been 
Apadnye, bud nado 4 mistake, as the fields of Istiau extended, not only to both sides of 
alley, but even to its northern where ito} 
vel sontry-house stands, 
‘AL 5:20 past, ve passed tle sinall village of 
numbor of Shokkak Kurds aud 4 Persian Mira, the latter of wl 
tht he had been placed there by Aziz Khaw Amie th 
hy, Uri iat the Shekkak Kuri 
ag in Sidan (Somai) 
which places are ish oceupatic 
ns qwore 12 shahis per eamnel or horse 
hont a load and 
tion was madi for foreign subjects, aud that wu attempt, 
eanude to exact the tax from our own caravan which had gone on abe 


tts fet is nong the Salmas 
‘of the Armenian, Dashnaktzootioon Society ney the several 
Murders, inehiding that of Yeowoot Khan, the president ofthe “Union” which had 
eccural rectly i Keonora, we (by the Chaldeans, As we were unable 
6 tho rnalter we were not in a po y the statem 
ily the fact that we met 
Dilman who stated that they had been fo 
Khostova for fear 0 is, adding that, if no other means 
to put a stop to th tundergoing, they would not hesitate to eall 
this Turks to their aid. 
We tnale an excursion by k to Seramerik in order 
gain, nearer view of the Turkish, positions in resin (or Hoder) si 
to the north of Ditmas on the mad to Khot, pitants of Seramerik (An 
vig ore in coustant intercourse with the occupied villages, informed ws that in addition 
to Silay (Lik companies of nit) visited by us on the 10th June (See 
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Disry No.1), Turkish soldiers were stationed in Yezdikan situated on the northem 

slope of the range at the head of a valley opening into the Khot plain (thus considerably 

Tidinishing the strategical value of Kotur as a meons of penetration from Turkey into 

‘orthern Azerbaijan), and Verdan where some thirty wary (dransferned from Gowlam 

Sted in addition to some forty infantry under a Yuz Basbi (an 

‘There is no natural boundary or land-mark’of any kind dividing the 

fare under. Persian rule, from Verdan and 

‘cceupation. ‘The main earriage road from Dilman to 

Khoi by which the telegraph line (Urmia-Salmus-Khoi-Tabriz) passes is here again 

intercepted by a wedge of pretended Ottoman territory extending in this region from 

Silaw to Kenyani. 

“In Dilman we had many visits from the local landowners, who complained tous of 

‘Vurkish encroachments, Tinam Djuma gave. the following list of his villages in Somat 
scized by the Kurds — 


1, Mamakan now occupied hy Mamed Sherif Dalan, 

2, Berian now occupied by Ibrahim Agha Kerdar, 

8, Shor Gol now occupied by Mamed Sherif 

4. Berde Spi now occupied by Mamed Dai Kerdar, 

5) Mastakan (five-sixths) now oocupied by Ali Agha Dalan, 


Saude Lashker’s list was the following:—Mirava, Aslanykkh, and Kidvan, nest 
Chehrik, with Sofian and Minggl in Soma, in uddition to the villages owned by him in 
artuership with Ibrahim Agha Sarrat; viz, Chebrik, Zola, Belek, Kastik, Siavan, 
fakova, Kasha, Haspeshé, Kabrin, and los, th following ‘are the villages 
Delonging to Russian subjects and which axe riow in Turkish occupation + belonging, to 
‘Abbas Ali Babayelf, Nazarava, Giladan and Gabrava ; to Khosrov Avakyantz, Zovedjil; 
to Yakoob Bubloyantz, Adjivudj. 

1 Tandlowners admitted that the Kaimakam of Chebrike 
acknowledged their right to Ievy one-tenth of the harvest from, the villages (insteud 
Of a former fifth), but as this acknowledgement of their rights Ind not. been 
Stccompanied by the permission to send their men to, the villages in question, they 
had for the past year or two practically. rec ‘Governor of Salinas, 
Muin-es4 ‘ist of villages in th 
sand since 06% ‘Turks. ‘These villages: 

Villages 
me oe FS) 
te See ae it 

oe Om ee yan 
eB 16 
5 1 


September 1 
lange 
iH the Lal 
‘k or so previous to our arrival, ashort distance of the 
Village a shot was fired—to give the chum, as we afl iscovered—by one of 
the sentries who were keeping a look-out on’all sides, The coming of so large a party 
fas our own had created a state of great excitement among the villagens, by. whom i 
renewal of the attack by the Kurds sas, we found, almost hourly expected, We 
ourselves, in fact, were aflorted at, opportunity. of ng the wif ho villages 
The perpetual state of siege under which they were living, for, just pre 
depactury, the al i Tad been caught sight of in 
the distaniee, app o shots were fited to warn the 
intruders off cdl out. to Le groundless, the 
ir rifles, and perhaps more than ail 
Which the village eattle were driven in, testified to. the 
l these poor people felt themselves exposed. — Tt may b 
above alluted to the, Kurds lott no lost than seven of 


Jon the field, of whom the villagers were able to identity the 
+ Hussein, person ia to Omer Khan Dalan ; Hassan Zula, Di 


the all 


The 
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accusation which, we pointed out to the villagers, had been brought against them of 
committing an act of treachery in firing on the Kurds—as the latter, it had been 
alleged, had merely come for the purpose of buying salt—was repudiated by them with 
considerable warmth. No peaceful purchasers of salt, they said, would have fought as 
the Knes did for forty-cight hours, while the numbers with which they came excluded 
all doubts ns to their intentions. 

Having left Kengerla at $50 rar, we passed at 6 the old sentry house near 
‘Almaserai, which we had left about three months before on our outward journey, and 
‘after some wandering in the fields, owing to the darkness, reached the village of Kyzyldja, 
our halting place for the g 

16.—In the morning we had a visit fro the kedkhuda of the village 
Mix Ald! Hussein), who informed us that some twenty-six days before our arrival 
‘yaylijx had heen plundered by Mamedi Kurds, led by their 
clansmien, Ismail Agha, now resident gers recognised him at once, 
‘aa he had passed through the village some three years ago on his way to Tasoodj, to 
had een summoned for assistanice by the local Ani ‘The owner 
dj, Arad hid obta jers from the 
‘consul in. tho latter Khoi, but thon; 
presente ta the Kai hs kno st 
hy the latter, ‘The keditiuda added that on several occasions the inhabitants of his 
village hal hee ied by persons living in. villages which had passed under 
‘Durkish ovoupa halet,” whi ings to them, would have the effect 
of putting un iiumediato stop to Kurdish raids, 

We murted at 823 Ate and by a forced march, and by not making the usual 
midday halt, sucree ing Dizé-Khalil at 6: f 

Srplenber i Mowing the road by which 
we Tad fist sot ont on ont j jane, we passed without any difficulty 
the village of Karamalik, some Government. hors finally 
rechitig our vespocti 543 vm, after an absence from ‘Tabreex of 
101 days. 

Oar journey, we are happy to say, passed off without any serious 


‘dents or 


complications, ‘The health of our Tact a 1 the whole good, and, though all of us 


cl snore or leas from oecastonal ness inevitable on @ journey such us 
Iguanas Ae TRG ANTE Uae 
ay rly Th rug work 
entailed e country we passed through, and tw 
‘OF thom auootmbedl wow on the road, cian: Cae 
H. 8, SHIPLEY. 
V. MINORSKY. 


‘Palimoes, October 26, 1911, 


Anwexe 2 to Diary No, 6, 


‘Pranstation of Letter to Mr. Talon cctor-in-Chief of the Azerbaijan Customs, 
Sth Djowea, 1323 (cirea duane 25, 1905). 


‘Pwo days ago two masons, one bricklayer and n were sent from 
Soujboulule to the village of Iabriys, Mamed Ewin Beg, chief of the 
tribe, went to the site of the custo & further inspection of the 
reasout of his going there ig that he (Mam Agha) has declared that 
Th wintor snow falls to the depth of 1 feet, to the le f the hills in front, at 
the spot where M. 1 Besides this, he said, There is’ n 
water ; the wate running i snow water which in 
Will not bo fortnd eithor for building or drinkin: 
‘and found it fmpossible to build fu the place de 
To not know what to do as at th 


water masons 

with snow. 

near the 

roads, t 

water, which conn aah Keb ony, 
there is not much ace. Mamed Emin 
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Agha says that there is no difference between the place your Hxcelluney assigned and 
the place of which I am speaking. From both places all three roads are visible but, 
the snow being les, you can go anywhere from the Tatler spot which it it nel 
possible to do from the former. Mamed Emin Agha says, “You can build only at, the 
Tacs swhich I first pointed out and from which the graveyard of Sheikh Kemal-ed- 
Fin can be seen of at the place which we have now found,” From this latter spot the 
eine to Gudlooshinks and Kiz-Kapan are clearly visible as well as tho road which goes 
to the Mangur district Idid not dare to boxin building at| the place which we have 
now found, and 4s the other sito according to Famarash Keds and. Mamed Ein 
‘Agha is not advisable, L have written this to get instructions,  Mamed Emin Agha 
says, “The place which I showed on the other side of Guélooshinka is’ the best one, 
Dit as I do not know the frontier of these two States by the mup, I am afraid to 
ilding near the cemetery beeause perhaps, after’ having built, they will bring 
{frontier map and prove the place to be Torkish soil; then T shall bp responsible for 
Although La¢t the Government taxes from the other side of Guélooshinka as far as tho 
village of Sheikh Kemal-ed-din and Koy all these places to be Persian territory, yet, at 
J fature time when they delineate the frontier it may perhaps prove to be Turkish soil, 
then the result will be bad.” ‘The place Tam now speaking of is 150 yards on this si 
‘of Guslooshinks and ison the river which itis true dries up in summer but there is « 
brook which flows all the time, Please give an immediate reply so that I may act 


accordingly, 
MUHAMMED RUFAAT, 


Annexe 3 to Diary No, 6. 


Translation of a Letter, dated 28th Djowsa, 1323 (cirea Juno 25, 1905), addressed by 
Mame Hin Agha Piran to Mr, Lele, the Direetor-in-Chief of the Azerbaijan 
Customs. 


(After compliments.) 

Since you have lett here the boundary of Kohne Lahidjan and custom affairs ary in 

good onler as before, Nothing disagreeable has occurred. 5 
With respect to the central adininistration of customs of Lahidjan, cortain defvets 
have been met with in the matter of tho construction of the custom-house, so that 
Mirza Rufuat K) nger to ask you where they aro to ervet it, It 
ish it to be built on the precise spot designated by you, but this is 
‘as there is no water, and to bring water from a. great 


‘Therefore a place has been discow as 
Hhorsotn ways on the road commereial goods cannot be lost by any moans ‘They 
rand are working in the suid place, Sines you 
in Mirza Rufant Khan's service, but unfortunately, 
cL 2 Maral 

every day metely to got their food. 
Bey and other horsemen of mine, es 
st i be available for 

Say aanetey 

fix wages for them, y may attend to 
‘are. heceasary for 
three only. T have written, about. these 
a Asadullah Khan, out of private grudao, did not 


Annexe 4 to Diary No. 6. 
anslation of a Tetter, dated 26th Rejeby 1323 (citen Seplembcr 23, 1905), addressed 
amed Emin Agha, Chief of the Piran Kurds, to the Gocerion of Urmia. 


(After compli 
‘AI hiss been quiet until now on the Labidjan frontier, but to day, Weducsday, the 
26th instant, 190 Turkish soldiers arrived at the house of Sheikh Kemal, joining there 


(is24] 4Q 
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‘Affairs the substance of the conversation which Sardar Assad had bad with the 
Russian Ambassador at Paris. 

M. Nératof, in thanking me for this communication, said that Sardar Assad had, 
since his return to Tehran, spoken to M. Poklewski in very similar terms, and had 
‘assured him of his friendly sentiments for Russia 

Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W., BUCHANAN. 





50500} No. 


Prichanan to Sir Biicard Grey,—(Receiced December 18.) 


St. Petersburgh, December 13, 1911. 
despateh: Ni ff the oth Thave the honour to 
vation which I had with M. Nératof F once. more 
mi the gravity of the present situation, pointing out that the 
eoapation of Teliqun by Ruasia to £ sould pat auch a, stra on tho Anglo Rossan 
understanding that it wavoided at all costs, ‘The action recently taken by 
the Imperial Goveran id numerous expressions of disap- 
proval ii ons, and His Majesty's Government were even Leing taken 
to task for having tolerated it. fn order that he mij underestimate the opposi- 
‘you we onted, 1 would adopt a very and rwad to 
ussagos from a letter which Thad that 
jwintm a friend of Feussia as Sir A, Nicolson that was intended for 
tion alor Hix Exe would. then see how strong was the feeling to which T had 
referred ters now to be pushed too 
M 1 form, what Sir Arthur had written 
fon the subjoct, 1 told bis ney that, necording. to the Iatest telegram fr 
Barclay, thy Perwin seemed 0 isposed to comply with the Russian 
donands. If Howey n entertain of thelr speedy submission 
swore to be realised, it was absolutely ne that the Imporial Government should at 
nee give a definite assurance that the Russian troops would Le recalled as soon wx the 
Persian ¢ Tal accepted the threw demands. ; 
M. ply, content action to which Russia had had reconrse 
ud boon forced on er by Persia, and that the demand es were most. 
rderute, He could ot, at the present moment, take upon himself the responsi 
bility. of ivi ssurance as L had suggested, ax he was in rather 
oligatis Jroition oneing to the fact that Mo Sizonow was expected bark next 
Woilnesilay, Ho would, however, talks the matter. the pre of the 
Council, Liv personally’ thought’ that the Imperial t give an 
fasstiranice that the troapis would not advance beyond Kassin before Ist of th 
Hid that, if the thive demands were complied with by that date, the « 
tionary foroe would be recalled, provided that, in the meanwhile, no fresb in 
osurred, stich is an attack on a Russian consulate, 
roof front Tabrerz, to which [had previously eal 
to me in your telegram No, 789 of the bth December, 
totoe made the subject of & spesial arrangement 
with the Persian it in return for the creation of a police force, under Russian 
control, to maintain order bh. His Exe ed that he was still unable 
to give mw a definite amdertaking with regard to the coguition of the ex-Shah, 
find [ratlise gathered fron his allusion to Lord recent speech in the House of 
Tas tat he was somos daze i 
roply belfry making « statement on the s 
Mon ny. Infor that Nase-ul-Mutke had not apps 
resigning the Regency, M. Nératof said that Russia would not object to ma 
nrovded that. his position could. be strengthened, As things wore at present, he wan 
Ty tar too wouke a man tooope with the Medjfiss s and the powers usurped by the latter, 
in vislition of the constitution onght tobe restricted, A Senate ought also to be 
reated, as stich a body would le able to give valuable support to the Regent, 
M.Nemtof then proceeded to enquire whether the Russian Government could count 
on your support, should they wish to put forward any particular candidate for the post 
Of Prine Mevaster, replied that this was a question which T could not answer, but 
That T knew that you bad, in a recent conversition with Count Benckendorf, spoken 
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of the possibility of the two Governments securing @ Persian Government that would 
be well-Aisposed towards Russia, His Excellency had, Tsaid, on several occasions, ately 
thrown out hints that he expected you to support proposals which he might eventually 
Teo iadvaable to formulate at Tebran, He buds hawover, never clounly defined. the 
nature of these proposals, nor did he apparently really know his own mind with regard 
to them. He could, therefore, hardly expect us to promise him our support beforehand, 
when he could not even tell us for what purposes it would be required. | His Excelleney 
admitted the justice of what had said, and expressed his concurrence when [suggested 
that it would pethaps be best that M, Poklewski should submit to Sir George Barclay 
ny proposals Which the Russian Goverment might think it desirable to make for the 
purpose of placing Perso-Russian relations ona mors stable aud friendly basis. Sir 
George Barclay would then be able, after discussing then with M. Pokdewski, to furnish 
jews with regard to them. 
the 10th instant, I reecived a private letter from 
M.Né whi nitting to me a statement of the views 
of the i ex-Shah, giving certai 
a i drawal of the Russian troops, 
In a conversation, which I had with M, Nératof two days later, I told him that 
Tad ben rather disipointd to Sd that the Language of hi aidemdgine want 
te so precise as he had led me to hope. His Excellency, however, would not, admit 
ind maintained that the assurances which it reoorded both with rogard to the 
bah at sntual withdrawal of the Russian troops were quite explicit 
Taubsequently urged his E: y to try to find some formula for the presentation 
of the second demand that would render it more acceptable ta the Persian Government, 
find suggested that this might be done by substituting the word " consultation ” fo 
“consent.” M, Nératof, however, replied that this was impossible, and who declined 
to consider several other suggestions which I submitted to him. He could not, ho sid, 
make auy concession as regarded the tenour of the demand in question, though he was 
willing to admit « modifieation of its text, He had already authorised M; Poklowskt 
to try and find a formula that would take mors account of Persian susceptibilities, and 
h insist on the retention of the words consent” and “engages to” if 
suitable equivalents could be found. He would, wore the 
Persian Government to declare that they would not in future engage foreign advisors 
without a previous entente or ® accord” with the two logations, 
YY communicating to him the substance of your conversation with the 
ister, reported in your telegram No, 801 of the Lith Dei M, Néatot 
said that he was very glad that you had held such langwage to his f 
nportant that the Russian public should sot ima 
Were bringing prossire to bear on the Imperial Government, and that they should 
fons which the latter might make wer made spontaneously, and 
ot in consequences of our intervention, He therefore hoped that we would avoid saying 
hing that might inspire such a suspicion, aud that we wonld confine oursslve 
urging tho Persian Government to comply’ with the demands wl 
formulated, He thanked me for the wssurimoe which you had authorised mno to giv 
hin that Sir G. Barclyy would bo instructed to digouss with M, Poklewski any’ 
proposals which the litter might submit. for the parposo of placing Rusio-Persian 
Filations on a moro friendly and stable footing, and that, you would appronch all such 
propose with x singora dein to ast on fos. pone te ‘wishes of the Imperial 
Rovernment, His Excellency added that M. Poklewski would not fail to communicate 


toSirG. Burlay any propos that the Imperial Government might think it advisable 
to make with regard to the general political situation; but T gathered that ho did’ now 
think that it would be necessary to do so with regard to matters which concerned: 
Russian interests exclusively, 


Lhave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


Enclosure 1 in No, (24. 
M. Nératof to Sir G. Buchanan, 
Snint-Pétersbourg, le 27 novembre 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, (10 décembre), 1911. 


JE. vous transinets, sous ce pli, un exposé de notre manidre do voir an sujet, de 
Tex Schah, qui correspond en général au projet que vous waver laissé vendredi. Jal 
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cru devoir y aj 
ment de Kazvine 


avait exprimd le desir. 












inolosure 0. 


Aide-mémoire. 












LE Gouv 
amilituires quel 
rapport i ‘aspirations de Mohai 
contirmer A nouveau cette déclaration di 
bn aucun cas quion pit lui attribuer intention d'imposer un Souy 
dle déroger au pi aoiciaterrention dai le latte de tex 
Gouvernement actucl—principe quill avait proclamé dés le début, 

Par conséquent, To Gouvernement Tiapérial déclare que si 
otnollement de In prisence on Perse du corps dexpéditi 
dossoins, le Gouvernement. russe ne lo reconnaitmait pas o 
tin accord préalable a 
Le Gouverneme 
Sir G. Buehas 





wont Timp 






















1 Souvera 

















counaissanee avee plaisir de la co 
Cabinet de Londres, & son tour, 
de rapports 
jintien d'un Cai 


























nt cette date, 
ire retirer Jed 











Imp 
o ansnitdt que possibl attro io 
it persati Ke Sere MOUMIS AUX eXigenc 















été 























Gouvernement russe aime A espdrer quan wel incident 
tel que dew astes ds vivlenes sur la personne dan agent ru 
insti 1 nos troupes, des actes de provocation envers 





De pareils thits rendraient. 6 





nmi ipo 






SuinteEeterabourg, le 27 nuvembvn (10 décembre), 111. 








maux entre 1a R 








‘dati Ie cas ott la situation deviendrait 






© point do vue sur les mouvements éventuels de notre détache- 


‘aime d croire que cet exposé fournira 4 Sir Edward Grey la matigre nécessaire 
pour une déclaration xu Parlement au snjet de la politique russe en Perse 





quien 


RATOF. 










ul ayant délaré & plusieurs reprises que Tes mesures 
ilu €t6 foree avoir recours en Perse avont absolument aucun 


-Sehah avec le 


Soliah profitait 


i russe pour réaliser ses 


inn du pays, sans 


nmunication de 
et, Son 





Jui pro 





dit détachement 


goution cn dessein dis que le 


formulées, Le 


Ja Russi 
sssible Te rappel 






















No. (25. 


{50501} 


Siv G, Buclanan to Sir Edwird Gre received Decembe 








ni No, 789), Taddressed to the 
ig that paragraph 6 of 
that all the Russian troop: 
withdrawn when order was re- 
lose copy of « letter from the Ac 
reign Affairs, dated the 26th November (th Deceuiber), referring to 
Hude-nemoire of the 8th instant, and stating that his Excellency 
to the two representatives at Tehri being instructed to consult to; 
choice of a foreigner to replace Mr, Morgan Shuster without 

that the fonctions of th 
ty the Persian Financial Administration. 1 had the honour to i 
substance of MN 








for Foreign Affairs on the 
‘of the Sth instant 












































Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. 
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raburgh, December 13, 1911. 
aint, Lhave the hc 
in accordance with the 










Actin 


stublis 
ng M 
» stipulation 3 of 
13 uo objection 
ther as to th 








ML Nératof adds 
jed should Ve limited strictly to those of Adviser 
form you of the 
's Totter by any telegram No, 330 of the 9th instant. 


BUCHANAN. 
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Enelosure 1 in No. 625. 








Aide-mémoire comminicated to M. Nératof. 

EN so référant & Taide-mémoire du 25 novembre (8 décembre), !Ambassade 
{’Angleterre a Phonneur de porter & la connaissance du Ministére Impérial des Affaires 
Etrangires que Palinga G de-cet aide-mémoire doit élre compris dans ce sews, que les 
troupes russes en Perse, y compris celles qui se trouvent 2} Tanris et Ardebil, seront 
rappelées ds que Pordre aura été rétabli, 

Saint-Pétersbourg, le 27 novembre 

(10 décembre), 1911. 











Enclosure 2 in No, 625. 


M. Nératof to Sir G. Buchanan. 
Saint-Pétorsbourg, te 26 novembre 


(9 décombre), 1911, 

SE m'ompresse de vous informer que jo ne -vois pas inconvenient ee que lex 
Ministros de In Russie et de la. Grande-Brotagno A Tehéran soient invités & s'entendre 
Gur le choix d'un fonctionnaire étranger pour remplacer sans délai Mr. Shuster Mor 
ons le propose nt de Paide-méinoire, que vous mnfaver, remis hii 
re que, selon Te principo ¢ 


‘Mon cher Ambassadeur, 



















li, Ie fonctionuaire en question doit étro choist 
ts des Puissances secondaires. 
aphie en ce sens fi N. Poklewski 
Adlai lo résultat de son échange de vues avee Sir George Barclay A ce su 
pendant an point essentiel sur lequel je dois attirer votre 
falablement certainies limites A Vactivité du futur, c 
finan 1 réduit A celui d'un, conseil 
TAdiningstration des Finances. 11 sfagit, par consequent, d'obtenir une réluction 
Fae rele que le Modjliss avail defends i Mr, Shuto oft la ite dyyqucls 
der an pouvoir presque dictatorial. La 
ite le successeur de Mr. Shuster pouva 
jnfluence pareille & celle de som pridiécess 
‘Je demande i M. Poklowski son avis sur 






en Ie priant do mo faire connaitre sans 
t 

Ationtion—cest 

seller: 



























vation so trouverait sins 
continuor i exorcer une 













Warriyerd cordsultat, 
A, NERATOR. 





Ja meillonre mar 








[50730) 


Treasury to Koreiyn Osice-—(Received Deeembir 18.) 
Sir, Treasury Chambers, Decenber I 
[AM direoted by the Lords Commissioners of Tis Majesty’s Treasury: to request 
at, in the circumstances represented iy 
iy any willing to accopt asa charge on 



































timated at 4,501, of providing quarters 

late at Shirw, 
My Lords assine that, as suggested in Tudia Olfice letter of the Oth instant, a copy: 
of which accompanied tho letter under reply, His Majesty's Minister at Tebiram will ie 


«all possible economy’ iu the provision of these quarters. 
Tam, &e. 
‘7. 1, HEATH, 


instructed to ex 








[tse] 
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[50672] No. 6: 
Sir @. 
(No. 715,) 
(Telegrap! ; 
RUSSIAN Bank manager at Hamadan, wh 












Russi 
ada 





Russian lives and property are in 
100 Russian Cossacks from Kazvin to H 
(Addressed to Foreign Offi 
















; sont to India and St Petersburgh.) 


arelay to Sir Edicard Grey—(Receied December 18.) 





"chiran, December 18, 1911 
also Russian consul, reports that 
Minister is accordingly sending 








(50786) No, 








0.) 








ON the 17th De hor L gave M. Si 

fof the 16th December in a private letter. 
indisposedd and nnable t 

Hlis Rxcolleney told M 
vitted by the Persian ¢ 
telegram I f the 14 ber) had: 
ment. ‘Tho wording of the vonel pas 
the following effect 


(I) “Would cnier into an exchange of 
understanding,” &e, (Bul of R.) 

































M.Sazonow said that tie had sent the nec 
day oF Wo a 

Th accor 
Mr. O'Boirne then sug 
inont contemplating a 
to the I 
dlomands hal 
on the 2st De 
Russian policy 
Aho courie hi now styggentedl swonild 
Aoimurrod somewhat, bit finally 
that he must give the 
possible forth: Russiin 
that ‘on tho 2Ist Docember the 
inake up choir minds tially 
Mis 
adopt th 























advance heyond 






































yy would 
to whether th 








conse, they would 





aubject 


oleraphic) St, Petersburgh, December 18, 191 
substance of 









ment for the see 





would therefore now be +0 





“i 





ly oil the suguestion in a synipat 
further consideration, hut that he thought it might be 
ernment to let the Borst 

vo thy 
y woulll 
cellongy remarked that, inthe event of the Riss 
re to make their «l 
Mr. O'lfeine suggested thit-@ communication might be made to the pres 






Sir (i, Buchanan to Sir Edveard Grey.—(Reoeived December 18.) 





‘your telegram No 834 





iow today, Mr. O'Beirne 
any proposed modification of 

nil (seo my 
accepted by the Russian Governe 

















8 for purpose of arriving at an 





ions to M, Poklewski a 





y instr 


moe with an arrangement which T had made with him beforehand, 
tod to M. Sizonow that, in the event of the Russi 
in, they should i 


( 
lofinite warning 
avo oF tliroe days 
ff the troops 
being. 

ot heen giv 











spirit 


Government, know verbally 
tor fone days left in wh 

ptt 
1 Govern 
















om th 


















(60787) No. 629, 












No, 311.) 
(Reisen 
RU 

Sir 






Persia, 





TANS and ‘Turks in North-We 
jawvther's telogram No, 351 0 





ausing some regrettable in 
is in North-West Per 
troops, In carrying ont these instructip 
would not be possible for caravans under [tus 




















Sin G. Buchanan to Sir Bdicand Gery—(Ree 





which were alte 








al December 18) 


a) P. St. Petersburgh, December 18, 1911. 


th December. 
waonow. that the Turkish 








fon of the Russ 
Mowing Russi 











iething to 


Wwern= 









ying, 


ing to 
ion known to the public. 





ernment 
ernment 
n troops to escort 
iy patrolled by ‘Turkish 
khan Pasha iad. suggested whether it 
an escort, on their way from Khoi to 
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irmia, to take the road which skirts the Inke, and tins avoid those districts which are 
occupation of Turkish troop: 

M. Sazonow said that the practicability of using the road suggested! was under 
the consideration of the Russian Government, 













































[50291} No. 630. 
Foreign Ofice to Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Sir, Pivoign Ogice, December 18, 1911. 
WITH reference to Sir‘T, Juckson's letter of the 15th instant respecting’ the need 
tain specie to the Imperial Bank of Persia at Shiraz, 1 am directed 
ir Edward Grey to inform you that, according to a telegram from His 





Minister at Tehran, dated the 


Majesty 
ed locally, and the caravan acoord 


i instant, a guard for the speeie caravan 
‘was obtai 


ly proceeded on its way to Shiraz, 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 








[50804] No. G31 


Sir B. Bertie to Sir Eidweand 





—(Recoived December 19.) 





O11. Confidential.) 
Paris, December 18, 1911, 
mne this moraing in order to inform me and. to 
conisequence of a conversation which he had with 
M. Sazonow, he had telegraphed to the Persian Regent, and had received fiom His 

‘the roply of which have the honour to transmit to you herewith a eopy. 
inister had, he said, had an interview with M.de Selves on the subject of 
the relations between Persia’ and Russia, aud M, de Selves had, at his request, 
telegraphed yesterday to the French Ambassudur at St. Petersburgh: the Regent's 

tion to ML. Suzonow. 
« Persian Ministor has not communicated the 
therefore beys that it may not be meuti 





"THE Persian Minister came to 
request me to inform ee that, 

































nessage to the Russian Ambassador 
to the Russian Ambassador in, 





T have, & 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 





















Enclosure in No, 631 





Persian Regent to Persian Minister, Paris, 





TAT wen votre dépéche 
Aémarches auprds de M. Sazor 
we Tn suite des premidres demandes qui ont été formulées par la Russie, Io 
ment Impérial est tout disposé 2 suivre vos avis eonciliants, I ext heureux 
onstater les intentions amicales que M. Sazonoft’ vous a témoignées, ety pou 
i i fe aractire cota! auquel il tiont, i et resol 
sis indiquez. 
vi oppose Métat actual de Vopinion, le Gow 
ment Impérial est prot Adonner & la Russie Ie satisfaction manifeste quielle désive 
renongant -¢ de Mr. Shuster, dont le renyoi est 1 pal des réclam~ 
tions russes, et en déclarant quill reerutera désormais ses fonctionnaires étrangers chez 
les Paissances de second rang. 

Mais Te Gouvernement Impérial ne pourra résister & In pression de Yopinion 
publique que si, conforindment A vos assurances, sans formuler, com 
ultimatum, de nouvelles demandes et sans insister pour Ie yersem 
considérable, que la Perse, en dépit de su hone volonté, ne poutrait acqnitte 
Russie prend 3 son tour la déeision amicale de retirer aussitOt ses troupes du territoine 
persian. 


Le Gouverner innissitien Vos 





yout a appri aveo 
















A agir immédintement dans le sens « 
Malgré toutes les diffioultés que 





Ww 
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Cette attitude du Gouvernement russe ne constituerait nullement un désaveeu de 
son programme antérieur, puisqu’elle consisterait simplement & répondre aux procédés 
‘amicaux dont on use envers lui, 4 tenir compte de la situation matérielle de la Perse et 
A laisser de cdté, en ce qui concerne les fonctionnaires étrangers, une formule que les 
Aéclarations faites par la Perse et suggérées par yous-méme apres votre entretien avec 
M. Sazonoff rendraient inutile. 

En méme temps, cette attitude permettrait au Gouyernement persan de eee 
regurd dos sacrifices qu'il simpose la solution définitive des difficultés actuelles, et de 
eal finsi, par un avantage positif et indispensable, les susceptibilités patriotiques de 
ja nation. 

M. Sazonoff’ a déja quitté Paris, veuillez vous assurer qu'il recevra communica~ 
tion de la présente réponse en recourant anx Lons offices du Gouvernement frangais, et, 
sil ge peut,  l'intermédiaire de son Ambassadeur, q e rendre & Saint-Pétersbourg, 
Jexprimerai au Mii de France la re ct jouvernement persan et: 
fo remercicrai le Ministre de Russie du gracieux accueil que vous a réservé 
M. Suzonoflt 





(50906| No. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 19.) 
(No. 716.) 
Tehran, December 19, 1911. 


1. ‘That the Medjliss should give the Cabinet full powers to settle the Russo- 
Porsian dispute, 

2 ‘That the Cabinet should be assisted in their task by a committee of the 
Medjliss ; no further reference to be made then to the Medjliss. 


Only five deputies voted for either of these proposals; twenty-six voted against. 

‘As thitty-four deputies abstained from voting, the proportion of voting members 
did not constitute a quorum, and the votes on the proposals were therefore non- 
effective, 

‘Yhe Minister for Foreign Afinirs then recommended that a new Cabinet be 
formed to deal with the dangerous situation which had arisen, 

{am informed that the president of the Medjliss sent for the democrats at the 
close of the sitting and gave them a seyere lecture 

‘Phe Medjliss will, [ understand, sit again to-day. 





(60907) No. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced December 19.) 
Tehran, December 19, 1911. 


My telegram No. 716 of to-day 
psterday, at a sitting of the Mes 


he said, was menaced by many dangers,  Reshid-es-Sultan (see my 
telegram No. 201 of the 28th July) had been dispatched by Shiya-ed-Dowleh to 
Srdebil and. was now threatening Resht; Kermanshah had been recaptured by 
Sularced-Dowleh, and, finally, the forces of the ex-Shah had moved forward again and 
had reached Semnan. 
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(60474) No. 636%. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 19, 1911. 

1 AM directed by Sooretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to your herewith copy 
of. telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, requesting authorisation to allow 
4 caravan of specie to accompany the Indian guacd’ which is escorting His Majesty's 
acting consul at Shiraz from Bushire to his post.® 

Tam to state that Sir K, Grey is disposed to sanction the proposed arrangement, 
and to express the hope that in the exceptional circumstances of'the easo the Marquess 
‘of Crewe may see his way to coneur in this course, 

Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[ts24] 


885 


50908) No. 634. 


(so. ay 87 O Barclay to Sir Badeard Grey.—(BRecieed Decenber 10. 
‘No. 71 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, December 19, 1911, 

SHIRAZ boycott. 

Please see my telegram No, 713 of the 17th December. 

Certain supplies being urgently needed, the supply officer wont in. person 
yesterday morning to the bazaar to obtain them, but shop-keepera refused to soll. 
Acting consul and Douglas consulted as to course to pursto, result of which was. that 
supply officer was sent buck to the bazaar with another officer and twenty men, Their 
‘orders were that, in the event of meeting with another refusal, supplies needed wore to 
bo taken quietly and receipts left for the goods taken. 

His Majesty's acting consul now roports that this demonstration was entirely 
successful ; supplies were obtained, no incident occurred, and no protests were mado, 





{60918} No. 635, 


Sir. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey—(Recoived December 19,) 
(No, 343.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. St. Petersburgh, December 19, 1911, 

RUSSIA and Persia: 

My telogram No. 340 of 18th December, 

M, Sazonow states in a private letter to Mr. O'Beirne that he accepts tho latter's 
suggestion that, should it be found necessary to move the troops beyond Kasvin, further 
notice should be given to the Persian Government. before orders for the advanco aro 
given, 





(61014) No. 636. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Baicard Grey—(Received December 19.) 


IG 350.) 
‘slographic.) P. Constantinople, December 19, 1911, 

T HAVE received the following telegrin from the British aéting cousulegenoral 
at Bagdad :— 


{Serious loss and: the greatest embarrassment are being caused hore to British 
merchants and trade owing to the trade routes from Bagdad into. Persia. having been 
cally closed for the list two months. 

“4 quarter of a million pounds worth of British goods aro necumulated hero at the 
Present moment, the annual value of British trade representing over 1,000,004, Doce 
your Excellency think that there is any chaneo of the trado routes being soon 
opened 2” 


sss 
(60473) No. 637. 
dheard Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 467,) 
(Telezraphic.) P. 


MEANING of 
riso to m 


41 
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results of your joint deliberations should be reported for examination by His Majesty's 
Government and Russian Government. 
Reference is to your telegram No. 711 of the 17th December, 





(50786) No, 638. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan 
(No. 845,) ad 


(Delegraphic.) 2, Foreign Ogice, December 19, 1911, 
ofl YOUR telegram No, 340 of 18th December. 

soil Tam glad to hear that agreement has been reached on formula for the second 
domand, and that Russian Government seem inclined to give further delay before 
adyaneing from Kazvin, 





(50455) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barctay, 


(No. 161) 
Foreign Office, December 19, 1911. 

THE Persian Minister called at this Office on the 14th instant and communicated 
to Mr. Mallet the contents of a telegram from his Government to the effect that they 
had replicd to the Russian Government by acceding to the demands of the latter, on 
condition that (1) some modification werd made in the article respeoting the engage 
ment of foreign advisers, for which they suggested a formula, which was apparently 
tho one mentioned in your telegram No. 686 of the 13th December; (2) the amount of 
tho indemnity and the mode of payment were fixed ; (3) the Russian troops were with- 
drawn from Kazvin immediately aftor the demands liad been accepted ; (4) no further 
demands were made; (5) facilities were at once afforded by the Russian and British 
hanks for supplying the Persian Government with money ; and (6) the purchase of 
‘arins was at once facilitated, 

‘Tho Minister explained that the Jast two conditions were necessitated by the 
situation which would arise if tho Russian demands were granted. 

Mehdi Khan farthor expressed the desire to know my views respecting the reply, 
‘and whother I would urge the Russian Government to accept the Persian Gove 

ions, which were their last word. 

Ho was informed, in reply, that T was not disposed to press the Russian 

Government further in the mattei 
Tam, &. 
E, GREY. 





60139) No. 640. 
Foreign Ofiee to Mr. Greenway, 


Foreign Ofice, December 19, 1911 
to your enquiry on the 11th instant, respecting the reported attitude of 
His Majesty's Minister at ‘Teliran in the matter of the Persian ‘Transport Company's 
Application for tho extension of ther road concession, Tamm directed Ty Secretary Sir 
Eawned Groy to inform you that he has received a telegram from Sir. Barclay on the 
subject 
Sir G. Barelay states that le has not spoken to the Persian Government on behalf 
of the company’s concession since the receipt of u despatch dated the 18th October 
last, forwarding to him a copy of your lotter of the 12th October, though on two 
ons he did 0, He has, however, been assured by the local managers of 
company that they dre only pressing for an extension of the oll concession, whieh 
includes no rights to construct railways, Mr. Wilson also informed Sir G. Barclay that 
Messrs. Lynch declare that in desiring to obtain the extenision they are actuated by no 
duriéne-penad, onl that as soon as the present erisis is over the Minister for Foreign 
AMlnirs hopes to. get the matter passed through djliss, 
It therefore appears that your informant was mistaken in his belief that the right 


(60474) No. 640*, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barelay, 
(No, 464.) i 
{Heiegraphiey R, Foreign Opies Decombor 19, 1011. 
"YOUR telegram No, 712 of 17th December; Inpettat Bank, Shiseg 
In the exceptional circumstances, you ate authorised to allow caravan to aecompany 
‘acting consul to Shiraz. 
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of railway construction is included in the original concession for the extension of which 
application is now being made, and, consequently, in his appreciation of Sir G. 
Barclay’s attitude on this subject. 

Tam, 


&e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(51028) No. 641. 


in ) Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
fo. 719. 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 20, 1911, 

SITUATION at Yezd. 

Several members of the British community at Yezd, which is composed principally 
of women and children, have represented to British vice-consul there that local 
authorities would be unable to afford adequate protection to foreigners in the event of 
troubles, He has also been approached by the Parsis with a request for assistance. 

Vice-consul, however, is of opinion that the foreign community is not at present 
in any danger. 

T would propose to send a portion of the Ispahan consular guard to Yezd in the 
event of danger to foreigners becoming imminent. he distance between Ispahan and 
Yezd would be covered in four days. 


ee 
(51040) No. 642, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 720.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 20, 1911, 

RUSSIA and Persia. 

Please see my telegram No. 714 of the 17th instant. 

‘Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs paid a visit to the Russian Legation yesterday 
evening and informed the Russian Minister that the Cabinet had no longer any hope 
of persuading the Medjliss to comply with the Russian demands. ‘They were inviting 
those deputies who were in favour of submission to make their resignations effective. 
When that had been done the Cabinet would announce that the Medjliss had come to 
an end. 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs then reverted to the subject of the second 
demand and made the following proposals which the Cabinet, he assured the Russian 
Minister, were ready to carry into effect without consulting the Medjliss, 

‘The Cabinet would pledge themselves verbally in the sense of the second demand, 
but no written undertaking should be demanded. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
would undertake to give the Russian Government the three following concessions in 
return for this accommodation 


1, 'The extension of the Karajadagh mining concession. 

2. The right to run motor-cars on the Russian roads. 

3, Bither a concession for a railway from Julfa to a point on the southern limit of 
the Russian zone or the right to build railways on the Russian roads. 


Tam to see the Russian Minister this afternoon and will telegraph to you again 
after seeing him, but I understand that he is putting these proposals before his 
Government. 


SS ee 
(51096) No, 643. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
(No, 721.) 
(Telegraphic) R. elvan, December 20, 1911. 
MY immediately preceding telegram of 20th December. 
Russian Minister has submitted the proposals of Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
his Government. 
(Sent to India and St Petersburgh.) 
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(61097) No. O14. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived December 20.) 
(Sy 722) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 20, 1911. 
THUSSTA‘and Persia, 
Pleaso seo penultimate paragraph of my telegram No. 716 of the 19th instant, 
‘Thero was some doubt from the statement of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the 
Modilsy whothor the Cabinet hd tendored its xesignation or not. T am now informed 
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs that it has not resigned, as the Medjliss had not 
‘been able to elaborate any now combination of Mi 





(60730) No, (45. 
Sir Bdward ¢ 


graphic.) Re Foreign Ofice, December 
YOUR telegram No. 673 of 11th December: Quarters for troops at Sh 
approve, 

You will of course instruct colonel to exercise all possible economy. 





(61014) No, 646. 


Radward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 


(No. 463.) 

(Pelographic.) It. Foreign Office, December 20, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No, 356 of 19th December: ‘Trade routes into Persia from 

Baga, 


You may reply that apparently there is no such prospect at present, 


(Repeated to ‘Tohran, 





(61028) 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 20, 1911, 

TAM dirooted by Sooretary Sir Kaward Grey to. aiismit herewith eopy af a 

telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,* respecting the situation at Yeod and 
it ‘er to the British community in that town. 

r would propose, subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State 
for India, to approve Sir Gi. Barclay's suggestion to dispatch, in the event of the danger 
becoming inn jon of the Ispalian consular guard for the protection of the 

tish subjects 

Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[51192] No. 648. 


Tehran, December 21, 1911. 


id Persia, 
ay e my telegram No. 716 of the 19th instant, 
Tho Medjliss: hold a public sitting late last night, at which the second alternative 


proposal reported in my above-mentioned telegram was voted. Five members will be 
‘chosen to act as an advisory committee to the Cabinet, 
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{51180} No. 649. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
(No. 724) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 21, 1911, 

TECOFSRE, 

Please see your telegram No, 455 of the 15th instant. 

Lecoffre appears to have no claim on the Persian Government, as he had no 
contract when employed at the Ministry of Finance prior to his appointment to 
Tabreez. Nor did Shuster give him a contract, : 

Tam told that Shuster is taking stops on his behalf, 

‘As soon as Lecofire arrives in Tehran I will consult with him as to his future. I 
understand that he returns here shortly. 





[50750] No. 650. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Loether. 


(No. 337.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 21, 1911. 
TEWFIK PASHA called at this Office on the 1th instant and read to Sir A. 
Nicolson a telegram which hind been sent to the ‘Purkish Ambassador at St, Potersburgh 
in regard to the dispatch of Russian troops to Khoi and the neighbourhood. Tho 
telegram requested the Ambassador to speak seriously to the Russian Government on 
tho subject, and to point out that if troops were needed for the protection of caravans 
tho Turks would be happy to furnish tho necossary escorts, but that the presonco of 
Russian troops in strategical positions might possibly lead to collision with ‘Turkish 
{I would creato a: most dangerous, eituaton. The Turkish troop wers 
visionally to maintain order, but tho question would bo 
if Russian troops, wore also to locate themselves in. the disputed 
territory. ‘The ‘Turkish Government hoped that Sir G, Buchanan would be instructed 
to support the Turkish remonstrances at St. Petersburgh, ; 
Sir A. Nicolson told Towiik Pasha that this was a question in which His Majosty's 
Government could not intervene in tho senso desired, and which wo must leavo to 
his Government to arrange with that of Russia. We ourselves, as he know well, had 
on more thai n protested against the advance of ‘Turkish troops into tho 
disputed territory, and indeod in one or two instances into undoubted Porsian torritory. 
text on the part of his Government had been the maintenance of order. Sit A. 
n knev, too, that the Russian Government had complained of the occupation 
by the Turks of certain stratogical positions; and he did not himself seo that. tho 
‘Varkish Govornment had, therefore, a good case to complain of the measures recently 
adopted by the Russians. 
Tam, &e, 





[51461] No, 651. 
Note by Sir Hdvward Grey, 


‘THE Italian Ambassador mentioned to me to-day that bo had met Bishop Brent 
while staying with the American Ambassador. 

Bishop Brent had been in the Philippines when Mr. Shuster was there, He said 
that Mr. Shuster was a very able mau, but wanting in tact, and he had had to be 
removed from the Philippines because he could not get on with the American 
authorities, ae 


Foreign Office, December 21, 1911. 





[uses] 





(51323) 
reasury to Foreign Office—t(Received December 22.) 

Sir, ‘reasury Chambers, December 21, 1911. 

TAM directed by the Lords Commissioner of His Majesty's Treasury to acknowledge 
receipt of Mr. Langley’s letter of the 16th fstant, stating, by direction of Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, that the cost of erecting tempprary quarters for the reinforced Indian 
escort at Shiraz is now estimated at abovt 2,3001. instead of the sum of 4,5001. 
mentioned in the enclosure to Mr. Mallet’s letfer of the 13th instant. 


Tam, &e, 
T, L, HEATH, 





[51306] No. 653. 
Mr. Greenway to Foreign Office, (Received December 22.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
December 21, 1911, 

I AM in receipt of your No, 50139 giving the result of communications with 

Sir @. Barclay on the subject of my enquiry of the Lith inatant, 

Tnote that the old road concession includes no right to construct railways, and 
regret that my information led me to suppose that the contrary was the case, 

I now find that the claim which the holders of the concession believe they have 
to prior rights to railway construction is not based on anything contained in the 
concession itself, but on a letter written at the time the concession was granted by 
Anmin-es-Sultan, the then Grand Vizier, to Yayha Khan, the then Minister of Poreign 
Affairs, to whom the concession was originally granted. This letter, I understand, 
gave very dofinite assurances that the concessionaire would be entitled to the first 
claim to railway construction over the route covered by the concession, which assurance 
was, I believe, later on confirmed or supported by the British Government, 

‘This being the case, my informant (whose name I mentioned to Mr. Mallet) is of 
opinion that if the road concession is renewed without specific exclusion of railway 
rights the holders of the concession will consider themselves entitled to claim the 
benefit of the above assurances. 

Should you agree with this opinion, T would suggest that Sir George Barclay might 
be asked to suggest to the Persian Government that when renewing the road concession 
they should be careful to specifically exclude all rights to railway construction, 
have, &e. 

CO, GREENWAY. 


Sir, 





[51305] No. 654. 
Messrs, Ziegler ani Co, to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 22.) 


Sir, Manchester, December 21, 1911, 
YOU aro doubtless aware that a boycott was declared about a fortnigh: ago in 
Shiraz against British goods, and our friends informed us at the time by telogram that 
all business there had come to a standstill. We had hoped that this veto on Qnglish 
trade would not be of long duration, but we are Sanat concerned to find, according 
to a message which we have just received, that the boycott still continues, Our 
friends add that our customers are very dissatisfied, as native merchants continue 
solling from their stock there or from goods in course of transit, and they ungo us to 
bring the matter immediately to your notice, stating further that the Persian Govern- 
ment must be held responsible for this further step in the direction of hampering 
British trade, We sincerely hope that you may see your way to bring such pressure 
to bear as shall solve the present deadlock, and trusting that out appeal to you may 
prevent the threatened extinction of British trade in South Persia, 
We have, &c. 
PH. ZIEGLER axp Co, 








(51329) No. 656%. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 22.) 
ie, 728.) 
‘elographic))_P. Tehran, December 22, 1911. 
TABRERZ, incident, " 
I have received the following telegram, dated the 21st December, from His 
Majesty's consul at Tabreez:— 


“One of the soldiers of a Russian party was repairing a telephone wire last night 
when, according to my Russian colleague, he was attacked by a member of a police 
atrol. ‘The soldier fired and two police were killed. This morning fedais fired at a 
ivssin patra, with the rome tbat one Reeean noe wooed ae firing ensued, 
most of which is concentrated at the citadel, within which some 200 fedais are 
entrenched. ‘The Russians are now bombarding the citadel ; resistance will probably 

couse swith its capture. 
“My Russian colleague has requested the Russian commandant to take the neces- 
foreigners. ubjects are safe, the only 


da few days ago by some 
fe capable of controlling the situation.” 


version of this incident, and am telegraphing it to 
king for the eonsul’s observations, Tt differs considerably from the above, 
and throws the responsibility on Iussian provocation, 

ain informed by the Persian Government that a similar incident has also occurred 
at Resht, But, so far, 1h ews from His Majesty's viee-consul, 
According to the Porsian Govermuent the Russian troops there ran amok, attacked the 
nassacred it and took possession of the telegraph office, “They declare 
that the Russians are confiscating all arms, and that the Russian consul, by authority 

received from St. Petersburgh, has taken over the reins of Government. 
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[61210] No. 655. 


(Wo. 726) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 22.) 
fo. 726. 
(Telegraphic) B. Tehran, December 22, 1911, 
'Y telegram No. 720 of 20th December, 
Russian Minister is instructed to decline roposal of Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
(Addressed to Foreign Ofiee; sent to India and St. Petersburgh) 





(51211) No. 656. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Raward Grey.—(Received December 22,) 

(No. 727.) 

(Pelegraphic.) R. Pehran, December 22, 1911, 
RUSSIAN Minister tells mo that Persian Government yesterday informed him 

verbally that they accepted the three dematids. ‘ 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India and St. Petersburgh.) 





(51325) No. 657. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 22.) 
(No. 729.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, December 22, 1911, 

MY telegram No. 710 of 17th Decomber, 

His Majesty's consul at Kermauishah reports that Azam-ed-Dowleh, acting 
governor, hias taken bast at consulate, \ 

A later telegram reports arrival of Salar-ed-Dowleh, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India and St. Petersburgh.) 





(60467) No, 658, 
Foreign Ofico to London Chamber of Commerce. 


Sir, Foreign Ofico, December 22, 1911, 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acktowlodgo, with an 
expression of his thanks, the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, reportitg that 
Pon your representations, the Council of the London Chamber of Couimorce agreed 
that no action beyond an acknowledgment of receipt should be taken at. present with 
reard to a telegram from a representative committeo of Persian merchants on tho 
subject of the present situation in Pers 

Sir E. Grey is much obliged for your action in the matter 

am, &o, 
LOUIS MALLE 





60132) No. 659. 
Foreign Ofiee to Mr. C. Greensed 


Decomber 22, 1911, 
of your 
lo to replace Mr. Shuster, 
omposed of an Englishinan! 


E. Grey fears that the schome, though 
be practicable. 
Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 
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(61245) No. 660. 


(Xo, 195) 8° & Barclay 10 Sir Bdoard Grey.—(Recsived December 2.) 
0. 725, 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 22, 1911. 

RUSSIA ‘and Persia. 

Please see your telegram No. 467 of the 19th instant. : 

So much depends on the compliance or non-compliance of the Persian Government, 
with the three Russian demands and the consequent occupation or not of Tehran by 
the Russian troops that my Russian colleague and T, after careful thought, are of 
opinion that it would be better to postpone our joint deliberation for a few days until 
‘We can 00 more clearly how the situation is developing. 

T trust that you will concur, 





[51343] No. 661. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Recetved December 22,) 
(No, 730.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 22, 1911, 
TABRERZ incident, 
Please see my tologram No, 728 of this morning. I have received the following 
further telegram from His Majesty's consul at Tabreez, dated to-day :— 


“Tho Russians kept up the bombardment of the citadel from their camp at 
intervals during tho whole of yesterday afternoon; the defenders returned the fire 
vigorously ; the Russians made no attompt to capture it by direct assault. A good 
deal of desultory fighting took place in the streets near the Russian consulato up to 
about 4 o'clock; these streets were held by a mere handful of Russian troops. There 
hag heen no general disorder, in fact, the Persian population has remained perfectly 
quiet, and 10 Europeans have been molested so far as T have been able to ascertain at 
Presont, ‘Tho Russians appear, however, to be having more difficulty in their task than 
might have boon expected. Communication with the outlying members of the British 
colony has been impossible, ‘There was, however, even in the evening, no sign that 
Russian soldiors had boou told off to protect the « rhich is chiefly occupied by 
British and German subjects, while the Russian consul-general was, since mid-day, cut 
from c ion with tho Russian camp, Just before evening, however, L-was 
able to assure mysolf that the Anglo-German quarter had not, so far'as I conid see, 
sustained any damage. 
Tho bombirdment of tho citadel was renewed early this momning, and is 
ing at the present moment. ‘The besieged do not, however, acem to be 
returning tho fire so actively as they did yesterday.’ 





(51344) No. 662. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdieard Grey —(Reeeived December 22, 
No. 731.) 
elographic.) P. 

RUSSIA and Porsi 

Pleaso seo my telegram No. 727 of last night. 

‘Tho “chef de cabinet” of the Minister of Foreign Affairs has just been sent to tell 
‘no that, having at length been able to overcome the difficulties in the way of complying 
with the Russian demands, the Persian Government have informed the Russian Legation 
that they aecept the demands on the assurance that no new ones will be put forward, 
and that the Russian Government will immediately withdraw the expeditionary fores 
from Persia, 

‘Tho Minister of Foreign Affairs trusts that, nov that the Persian Government have 
accepted the demands, effect will be given to the promises made by His Majesty's 
Government to the Persian Minister in London, to the effect that the good offices of the 
British Government would be Ient with a view to bringing about a complete 
reconciliation between Russia and Persia and the establishment of friendly and normal 
relations between the two countries. 


Tehran, December 


858 


‘he Minister of Foreign Afhin states that ho and his collegues apo determined 
not to swerve from the attitude of conciliation which they have shown in this matter, 
gaat he declaes that dhe most strenuous eforts are being mado to calm populat 
indignation, though their task is likely to be gravely impeded by the aggressive action 
of the Russians in Tabreez and Resht. 





(51351) No, 663, 


Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 23.) 
(No. 377, 
ir, St, Petersburgh, Decomber 19, 1911, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the semfofical’ Rossia ” of to-day's 
dato publishes an article expressing’ its appreciation of your recont speech in the 
House of Commons. ‘The writer hopes that the Persian’ nationalists will pay duo 
attention to your weighty words, and will realise that their ouly chance of a favourablo 
issue is to follow your advice. 

‘Tho article concludes by saying that Russia owes you a debt of gratitude for 
having correctly estimated her attitude, and hopes that this will at last put an end to 
the idle gossip as to Russia's action in Persia having brought about a coolness in 
Anglo-Russian relations, 

Thave, &, 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 





(51352) No. 664, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Decombor 23,) 
(No. 378) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, December 19, 1911, 

L HAVE the honour to report that M. Sazonow returned to St. Petorsburgh on the 
18th of this month, and resumed tho direction of foreign affairs, On tho following, 
evening 1 was received by his Excellency, and after congratulating him on his 
restoration to health, I procoeded to speak of the present situation in Porsia, and of the 
‘grave preoccupation which it was causing you, divelling more especially on the sorious 
consequences that might follow an occupation of Tehran by Russian troops. 

M. Sazonow said that Count Benckendorff, when he had been in Paris, had also 
spoken to him in much the same sense, but that he trusted that the misapprohensions 
and suspicious with which Russia's recent action in. Persia had been regarded in certain 
quarters in England had now been dissipated, In any case he begged that I would 
assure you that ho had not the smallest wish to order an advance on Tehran, and. that 
he hoped that all necessity for such a step would be removed by a speedy compliance 
with the Rusian demands 

Proceeding next to disouss these demands one by one, M, Sazonow explained that, 
as regarded the fit, a simple engagement to disiniss Mr. Shuster would. not sullce, 
aud that the Russian troops would not be withdrawn until that gentleman's appointment 
in the Persian service had beon formally cancelled, In reply to my question as to 
whether he meant by this that Mr. Shuster must have actually loft Tehran, his 
Excellen that if it was absolutely necessary that he should remain on there for n 
short time, it must be on the distinct vnderstanding that. lie took no. part whatsoever, 
cither directly or indirectly, in the affairs of the Government, 

‘The second demand, respecting the engagement of foreign advisors, was, 
M. Sazonow remarked, the one which the Persian Government apparently, found the 
most dilliculty in accepting. ‘They had now professed. their readinoss to. accept a 
formula to the following effect:— 


“The Persian Government, animated by the desire to maintain on all occasions 

the best relations with Great I and Russia, will seo to it that the choice of these 

rsons shall not be such as to injure the legitimate interests of the two Powers in 

Butsin The Persian Covorament will coniet ded ly be ready, us regards these officers 
and officials, to enter into an exchange of views with the two legations. 


He on his part would be disposed to meet their wishes on this point, provided that 
the words “to arrive atan understanding” were substituted for the words "to enter 


[1524] 4X 
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into an exchange of views,” as the latter were far too vague and constituted 6 real 
engagement. I remarked that the amendment proposed by his Excellency seemed to 
me to take away all the value of the new forinula from the Persian point of view, as an 
exchange of views left the door open for discnssion and was not so binding’ as an 
engagement to come to an understanding. After some further discussion I suggested 
compromise between the two, according to which the Persian Government would 
engage "to enter into an exchange of views for the purpose of (or with a view to) 
arriving at an understanding with the two legations,” M. Sazonow accepted this 
suggestion favourably, but said that he could not take a final decision until the text 
had been subntitted to the Emperor for approval. 

‘With regal to the question of an indemnity, ML Sazonow gave me the assurance that 
ho had no intention of being hurd on the Persian Government or of endeavouring to 
extort some large sum from them, 

T then pressed M. Sazonow to rendor it easier for the Persian Government to 
comply with the above demands by giving them the definite assurance that, were this 
done, the Russian troops would be at once recalled, ‘To this, however, his Excelleney 
objected, ronmrking. thay, though, ho was quite end to give euch on aesaranee tony 
ho would not give any moro assurances to the Persian Government, as they did not 
doservo them, He would also prefer that you should uot do so either. I remarked 
that such an assurance had been contained in the aide-mémoire which M, Nératof had 
sent me as material for your parliamentary statement, and that you might probably 
already have made public uso of it M. Sazonow replied that he find not heard of thiv 
aide-mémoire, but that he had not the slightest objection to your making such a 
statement in Parliament, ‘The assurance in, question, however, naturally only referred 
to tho withdrawal of the troops from Kazvin to some point farther nofth, and not. to 
their dfinite recall from Porsian territory, as this latter step could not be taken till a 
sottlemont had eon arrived at touching’ other matters in which Russian subjects were 
interested in Persia, at once protested, pointing out that such an interprotation 
would he contrary not only to the terms of the aide-mémoire itself, but also to tho 
verbal assurances given me by M, Nératof on the subject. His Excellency then sent 
for M, Nératof and asked him to explain whether the above assurances were to be taken 
in 4 rostrictod or in an unrestricted sonse, M. Nératof nt once said at, the meaning 
which they woro intonded to convey was that the Russian expeditionary force would be 
withdrawn from Persian territory, provided that the three demands were complied with 
under the conditions laid down in the ai ire. M. Sazonow raised no further 
objections, merely saying that ho was very glad to hear this, as now it really seomod as 
if'a settlement were in sight. 

In the course of our subsequent conversation T urged M. Sazonow not to order an 
immediate advanco from Kazvin, in the event of the Russian demands not. being 
complied with by the 21st instant, so as to allow the Persian Government a little longer 
tine to overcome the resistance of the Medjliss. His Excellency replied that he was 
not oven aware that any term had actually been fixed, and that he could not, therefore, 
give mo an answer without discussing the whol ion with M. Nératof, 

5 Ke, 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(51953) No. 
Buchanan to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Reeciced December 23.) 


79 
ee St. Petersburgh, December 19, 1911. 

THAD the honour to receive on tho 17th instant your telegram No. $34 of tho 
previous day, informing me of a farther appeal made to you by the Persian Minister on 
tho subject of the Russian demands, and of the reply which you had given. I com- 
municated the substance of your telegram to the Kussian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
by a private lotter, 

Yesterday, as I was prevented by indisposition from leaving the house, Mr. O'Beirne 
called by appointment on M. Sazonow in wy stead and enquired what decision the 
Russian Govermnent had reached with regard to the second of their demands, 
M. Sazonow stated that they had decided to accept the formula proposed by the 
Porsinn Government with the modification which Ihad suggested in my conversation. 
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with him on the 14th instant; s0 that the concluding passage of the declaration to bo 
made by the Persian Government would now run, ‘would enter into an exchange of 
views for the purpose of arriving at an understanding,” &e.—or would be in terms to 
that effect. His Excellency added that the necessary instructions on the subject had 
been sent to M. Poklewski very shortly after my conversation with him, 

Mr. O'Beime, by previous arrangement with me, thereupon suggested that it 
would be extremely desirable that the Russian troops should not be moved beyond 
Kazvin without a definite intimation ‘having been given to the Persian Government 
that the advance would take place if within a specified time, such as tyvo or throo days, 
the Russian demands had not been accepted. Mr. O'Beirne urged that an idea seemed 
tohave been gainipg ground in Persia that the Russians were reluctant to go beyond 
Kaavin, Tho Persian Government, thinking that they still had time before them, might 
very possibly now put forward some fresh proposal. If the Russian troops marched 
From Kazvin on eran on tho S164 instant without any fasion neviee gon nig been 

iven, critics of Russian policy in England would be sure to say that Persia had not 
fon give far warning ond lad boen‘igken Waatasee, Me Seer ae ee objected 
that the course proposed would look like delivering another ultimatum to Persia, and 
remarked that there had been quite ultimatums enough, Mr. O'Belrno said that it 
would be sufficient for M. Poklewski to cause some verbal intimation to be made at 
tho Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs. M, Sazonow said that if the intimation was 
not written ihe Persians might say that they had not received it; and Mr, O'Beitne then 
Suggested that the fact of its having been made might be communicated to the press, 
‘Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs eventually said that he must-think the euggestion over, 
but that ho was inclined to accept it. He thought that the Russian Government might 
give Persia threo or four days’ notice, dating from the 2lst instant. He would, ho 
said, inform His Majesty's Embassy a8 soon ae'a Geciion had been como to 

‘This afternoon the Minister for Foreign Affairs addressed a private letter to 
Mr. O'Beirne, in which, after referring to another subjeet,. he proceeds as follows : 
“As to your suggestion of not moving our troops from Kazvin to Tehran, should it come 
to that without a further notice, 1am quite willing to accept it.” I had the honour to 
inform yon of this undertaking by my telegram No, 343 of this dato, 

Thave, &e, 
GEORGE W, BUCHANAN, 





[61372] No, G60. 
Lord Kilmarnock to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28:) 


(No. 226, Confidential.) 
Sir, Stockholm, December 19, 1911, 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 26 of the 16th instant, I have the honour to 
report, that on reading in the Swedish press that a Swedish officer, Lieutonant do Maté 
by name, had resigned his commission and started for Porsia, on tho strongth of a 
private offer from the Persian Government of employment with the gendarmerie, T 
immediately telephoned to the secretary-general of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, to 
enquire into the truth of the report. Baron Ramel assured me that the Swedish 
Government had had nothing to do with the offer, but that, as the gentleman in 

jwestion was no longer an officer, they had no power to prevent his leaving the country. 
‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs bad, however wofeacd ie application for a passport. 

‘My Russian colleague tells mo that he has also been in communication with Baron 
Ramel on the subject, and that he gathers that the offer was R 
the senior Swedish officer already in Persia, ‘Tho Swedish 
however, promised to inform the Swedish officers in tho Persi 
‘communications must not be made direct to offi 
mare officers are required, the request must 
Swedish Government. 

‘The Russian chargé d'affaires confessed that he had heen somewhat takon by 
surprise, as one of the newspapers had stated that the officer in question was destined 
for the Persian army. He ball, howover, reassured himself on die sera Ie hoe 
my attention to the fact that Lieutenant de Maré resignation of his commission was not 
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publicly gazetted till the day after the statement as to his departure for Persia had 
‘appeared. 
Thave, &. 
KILMARNOCK. 


(61415) No. 667. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice (Received December 23.) 


Sir, India Ofice, December 22, 1911. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 20th December, in which it is proposed that, in the event of danger 
to the British community in Yezd becoming imminent, a portion of the consular guard 
‘at Ispahan should be sent for their protect 5 

in reply, Tam to say that, should the circumstances contemplated actually arise, 
no alternative seems possible, but that the further sub-division of the cavalry regiment 
and the dispatch through disturbed country of troops in numbers that might be likely 
to tempt rather than discourage attack are regarded with misgiving, Reference was 
mado to this consideration in my letter of the 20th October last, and the incident 
mentioned in Sir G. Barclay's telegran No, 589 of the 20th November (when it was 
soriously thought that the relieved consular guard at Shiraz would have to retreat in 
tho fnco of suporior nuntbers) is an example. 

Ibs, thorefore, hoped that troops will not be sent to Yezd except in case of very 
roal necessity, and after full consultation with Colonel Douglas as to the military 
conditions, 

Lam, &c. 
R, RITOHIE, 





(67485) No, 668, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdvward Grey.—(Ieceived December 23.) 

No, 732, 

(reicgraphi) ? Tehran, December 23, 1911, 
‘THE Russian Government haye recalled the Russian consular official, Petroff, who 

‘was tho principal agent in the provocative action of the Russian consul-general, which 

brought about. the ultimatum of the 1th November, He has been recalled for 

“affairs of service." 





(61472) No, 669. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received December 23.) 
(No, 733) 
(Wolexraphic.) I Tehran, December 23, 1911. 
RUSH incident. 
Please seo my tele 728 of yesterday, 
1 have received the following account from His Majesty's vice-consul at Resht of 
tho incident which hins ocourred there : 


“On tho 21st December threats were exchanged between some sowars from Talich 
and some Cossacks, who crossed each other in the street. Later on in the day 
Joasacks came to the Government House, said that shots had been fired from it, and 
searched the stables: they also searched the post and tok ‘graph offices. | Firing started 
suddenly, and at once hecame ger ‘The escort of the Russian consul started firing 
nthe Sabzmaidan. ‘The immediate cause of the commotion is at present unascertain- 
ble, ‘Three Cossacks and at least eight Persians were killed. ‘The proximity of 
Moluirrom makes the situation dangerous.”” 


‘The vice-consul also reports an affray at Enzeli on the 2Ist December, in which 
one Russian officer was wounded and ten Persiaus were killed. 
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£61473) yi) No. 670. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reseived December 23.) 


fo, 734.) 7 
Telegraphic.) P. ‘Teliran, December 23, 1911, 
Pie Pens slaps 731 of yesterdi 
lease see my tele 0. yesterday, 

I am told by my Russian colleague that he has given no promise ropurding 
presentation of new demands, and that the only assurances regarding the withdraw: 
of the expeditionary foree are those referred to in my telegram No, 709 of the 16th 
instant, 





[51477] No. 771, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdkeard Grey.—(Reevived Deceniber 23) 


No, 347.) 
{tig hic) P. St, Petorsburgh, December 23, 1911, 

TASKED M. Sazonow this afternoon about the agitiag at Rest and ‘abreez, and 

is Excellency said that the attacks of the fedais on the Russian troops had been mado 
in tho most treacherous manner, and had, moreover, been entirely unprovoked. A 
detachment of from 500 to 600 men would be sent from Julfa to reinforce the Russian 
troops at Tabreez. 

‘Tho decision of the Russian Government would not, M. Sazonow assured me, bo 
influenced in any way by these fresh incidents, buit that the expeditionary force would 
bo withdrawn as soon a8 Shustor’s dismissal had actually taken place and tho Persian 
Government had confirmed in writing their verbal acceptance of tho threo Russian 
demands, His Excellency admitted that with regard to the ‘Tubree and Resht incidents 
the attitude of the Persian Government had been perfectly correct, and he said that these 
incidents must be regarded as a totally distinct question, having no connection with 


that which had occasioned the dispatch of the expeditionary force. 





(51415) No, 672. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 472.) 
(Telegraphic) | R. Foreign Office, December 28, 1911. 
YOUR telogram No. 719 of 20th December: Situation at Yezd, 
‘You may act as proposed in case of real necessity and after consultation with 
colonel, but India Oftice view with misgiving further subdivision of cavalry regiment, 





(49032) No. 673, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1011. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the Gth instant, intimating that the Secretary of State for India concurs in the view 
of tho political resident and the Government of India that a single comprehensive 
Order in Council to embrace both the Porsian and tho Arab littoral of the Gulf is 
undesirable even if practicable. 

Tam accordingly to transmit, for the concurrence of the Marquess of Crewe, and 
before submission to the Law Officers of the Crown in the enstomary manner, the 
accompanying draft of a “Persian Coasts and Islands (Amendment) Order in 
Council,” embodying the amendments contained in the India Offic lettor of the Lith 
June, 1911. 

Sir E. Grey also agrees that tho draft Buhrein Order in Council forwarded in the 
India Office letter of the 24th July, 1911, should now be proceeded with, and he is for 


[uses] ay 
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{his renson nov causing that draft to be carefully examined in this department. ‘The 
amendments, if any, which he may be advised should be made in that draft, will fore 
the sbject of a further communication. 
jhe extension of an Order in Council to the ‘Trucial chiefs can be further 
Geafred mien 9 settlement has been come to with Turkey in regard tothe Arab 
littore 
Sir E. Grey would in the meantime be glad of any observ: 
ment of India may have to offer on the policy of such an extensio 
the request conveyed in my letter of the 30th August. 


LOUIS MALLET, 





(61486) No. 7% 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward, Grey.—(Received December 24.) 
lo. 735.) 
Telggraphic)P, 
"EABREEZ incident. 
Pleaso see my telegram No. 730 of the 22nd December, 


T have reesived the following further information from His Majesty's consul at 
‘Tabroes : 


“ Yesterday saw no cessation of the 

up for some hiours between the roof of 

posted at some little distance from the consulate. 
ceased on both sides this morning some Russians. ha 
Consulate, during which they killod a non-combatant 
have informed my Russian colleagne of 

occurrences.” 


Tehran, December 24, 1911. 





(61487] No. 676, 


Sir. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 


». 736.) 
(Noga a) P. Tehran, December 24, 1911, 
EX-SHAM, 
f itavg,teceived the following telegram from His Majesty's consul at Meshed, 
dated the 23rd Decomber :— 


{ho military attaché has, reecived a report from our agent at Askabad, to the 
eitect that upwards of 10,000 rifles have, been dispatched thenco westwards hy rate, 
Ff s said that these riles aro for tho ex-Shab. Recruits have been collected. ly 
Majesty's agents at Askabad, who have been offering high rates of pay. 

“This last statement is corroborated by the information which I myself have 
Jearne 





(61245) No. 676. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barelay, 
Porcign Office, December 24, 1911. 


Your proposal to postpone deliberations with your’ Russian 
Russo-Persian relations (sce your telegram No. 725 of the 





(51488) No, 675* 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 
AS 781. 


(Velezraphic.) P. 
Tolco.renstaN Sanat a ease inant 
Pl telegram No. the 1oth instant, ¥ 
Tho Pesaa iain br Foreign Affairs and the Turkish Ambassador hero signed 
the protocol for the Turco-Persian frontier commission at Constantinople on the 2st 
aan r ae 
Sp astiled AU the wrvoesl hye aon that, if the interpretation and application of 
certain clauses of the treaty of Erzeroum cannot be agreed upon, by the commission 
after six months, all the points on which there is a divergence of view shall be sub- 
mitted to The Hague Tribunal en bloc, in order that a final settlement of the whole 
frontier question may be arrived at, 


Tehran, December 24, 1911, 
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(51489) No. 677 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—{Received December 25.) 
(No, 738.) 
{Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 24, 1911. 

TABREEZ. 

Please see my telegram No. 735 of this morning. 

‘Pelographie communication with Tabreez is interrupted, but the Russian Minister 
received a telegram late last night, reporting a continuance of the severe fighting. 
‘The Russian Consulate had been fired on; two Cossacks of the consular escort had 
‘peon wounded and one officer killed. 

Russian casualties in the general fighting are reported in Persian circles here to 
have been heavy, but as the Russian consul is unable to get into communication with 
the troops my Russian colleague has no recent information on this point, 


a eet 
(51490) No, 678. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeeived December 25.) 


(No. 739.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, December 24, 1911. 

RUSSIA and Persia. 

Please see my telegram No. 727 of the 22nd instant. 

‘The Russian Minister has to-day received a note from the Persian Government 
stating that they accept the three demands. 

‘As regards the first demand, the note announces that the Government have 
removed Shuster and Lecoffre from their service. 

The note asks that the second demand may ‘be amended in the sense indicated in 
any telegram No, 686 of tho 13th instant, and in telegram No, 340 from His Majesty’s 
‘Ambassador at St. Petersburgh. 


‘The note expresses the confident hope that now that the Persian Governtnent have 
complied with the Russian demands, relations between the two countries will improve; 
that the Russian Government will immediately remove all traces of the measures which. 
they found necessary to take for the execution of the demands and that Persia may in 
the future count on the support of the Russian Government. 

My Russian colleague, in his reply, declares himself satisfied and accepts the 
‘amended wording of the second demand. 





(51491) No. 679. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 25.) 
(No. 740.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 24, 1911. 

‘K MONSTER meeting of all classes was held at the palace this afternoon. ‘The 
Regent was present, but, being indisposed, the Minister for Foreign Affairs addressed 
tho meeting on his behalf. He said that the Government considered that the Medjliss 
‘obstructed them in their foreign relations and in the internal administration. He 
proposed that it should, therefore, be closed. ‘The proposal was entirely unopposed and. 
the Government have now issued a rescript terminating the present session. 

a a precincts of the Medjliss were peaceably cleared this afternoon and the gates 
lose: 

So far as I can judge, Yeprem and the Bakhtiari’s have the situation entirely in 
hand ‘and the bazaars were re-opened this afternoon, after-having been closed for many 

ys. 


SS See 


ale: 
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[51492] 30, 680, 


Sir 





Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 25.) 

(No. 741.) 

(Telogeaphic.) TR. Tehran, December 25, 1911. 
FOLLOWING from acting consul at Shiraz, dated 24th December :— 
“Party going to meet Smart were fired on this afternoon by road guards from hills 


above Kotal Dakhter, near Kazerun, and lost one sowar killed. I have as yet no 
details.” 





T avnit further details before suggesting action, but meanwhile am informing 
Persian Government and drawing their attention to gravity of such attacks. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 












{51908} No. 681, 





ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 
(No. 474,) 
(Welegraph 





R Foreign Ofice, December 25, 1911. 
ister states that Russian troops in Tabreez have massacred 500, 
Ts there any truth in this report ? 
Petersburgh, No. 855.) 






women and child 
(Repeated to St 





(51493) No. 082, 





Sir G, Barclay to Sir 


phic.) 
ESCORT incident on Shi 
His Maj ‘ing consul at Shiraz states that the affair reported i 
No. 711 of this mornings was 
heighbouring hilltops. 


diearid Grey. 





(Reevived December 


6.) 


Tehran, December 25, 1911. 











ny telegram 
n organised attack by road guards from a tower and 
‘The road guards belonged K 
Mohamed Ali Khan Kashkuli, who is the official guardian of the road. 
With a view to securing a safe passage for Smart's escort, Colonel Douglas ix 
i OU a second party of fifty men to hold the top of the pa 



















(51494) No, 683. 


Sin G, Bavelay to Sir Bdicard Grey 
(No. 74h) 
legraphic) 2. elvan, December 25, 1011, 
BSCORT incident on " 
soe my telegram No. 742 of this evening. 
Douglas reports as follows — 





Received December 26,) 














“'Phe affair yesterday began with a tre 
road gurls on an advatice party of three sowars. The road guarls were outside & 
tower, One of the sowars was wounded, and before help could arrive the other two 
vere overpowered and their rifles taken away, ‘Tofangebis in the tower and on the 
surrounding hills then opened fire on the whole party, and before the latter could 
proceci, the hills had to be eleared and the en from the tower. A messenger 
sont ack’ty the party 9 to Mian Kotal was fired on at close range from there 
snd had his horse shot under him. It is th ar that the affair was prearrange Our 
total casialties wore our sovwar Killed and one wounded; we also lost four rifles and 
tivo homes killed. Our great dificulty throughout lias been the hostile attitude of the 
road guards, and T have been oblige issue instructions to fire at all armed men who 
may he on the bills overlooking the road.” 





cherous attack by apparently friendly 
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151495] No. 084. 

(ess Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 26,) 

(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, December 25, 1911. 
SHTUATION at Tehran, 


An eyewitness informs me that the meeting at the Palace reported in my telegram 
No. 740 of yesterday was by no means so large as I had been given to understand, 
‘The Regent convened the meeting, which was clearly intended to justify a peaceful 
coupd’ Etat, 

‘Thero was a meeting of protest in the ‘bazaars this afternoon, but the police, had 
no difficulty in dispersing it, 








[51496] No. 685. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 745.) 
(Telegraphic) P, Tehran, December 26, 1911. 


ESCORT incident on Shiraz, road, 

Please see my telegram No. 743 of last night. 

sind, B8*® Set the fllowing telegram this morning to His Majesty's aoting consul at 

ras 
“Very serious political consequences might result from the orders which you 

roport in your telegram No. 457 that Colonel Douglas has now wont to the troops, 

‘This should be pointed out to the officer in command, who should be instructed to defor 

aotion on. them nntil he is satisfied that, there is imminent danger to our sowars, ‘Tho 

tofangehis are presumably on the hills in the exorcise of their duties, and only 

imminent danger to our sowars would justify our firing on them.” 











(61497) No. 686, 


Sir @, Barclay to 





Edward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 
(No. 746.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, Devember 26, 1901. 

ESCOR'T incident on Shiraz road. 

Please see my telegram No. 741 of yostorday. 

Twould suggest that we should follow the 1910 precedent of the murder of the two 
sowars of Bill's eseort (please soo your telegram No. 112 of tho 26th April, 1910). 1 
therefore propose to claim 1,000, from the Persian Government, though, as in the 
Previous ease, we might accept a smallor sum if thy money is forthcoming, Do you 
approve? 

Thavo addressed a note to the Persian Government demanding the arrest of tho 
guilty tofan, ind His Majesty's acting consul at Shirax has also telegraphed to 
Mohamed Ali Khan direct demanding that they be arrested and sent to Shira, 














61498) No. 687. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdvard Grey. — (Received December 26) 


ran, Deceniber 26,1911. 





(No. 747, 
(Telegraphic.) R, 
MY telegram No, 728 of 22nd December. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs have sent me copy ofa telegram from Acting Governor 
of Tubrees, dated 23rd December, declaring that’ Russian troops. wore Killing indive 
criminately men, women, and children, ‘Telegram says -— 
“This is how things began: On Wednesday night, some Russian Cossacks killed 
Without any canso a policeman and a gendarme. On thursday Russinus atiacked and 
‘entered police station and shot every man they suet.” 
Lean get:no communication with ‘Tabreez, 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 
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(61499) No. 688. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdteard Grey —(Received December 20.) 


Kae Pe 
aa ; 
ESCORT incident on Shiraz road. 5 Rina fons SRE 
No. 743 of Inst night. The suggest 
son em NS bk win orig) nly oer to te soma 
by the 


Tehran, December 26, 1911. 


whee led: information respecting the nature of the wound sustained 


other before making any suggestion as to compensation. 





(51500) No. 689. j 
ir G, Barclay to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received 
Sine ‘Tehran, Deceniber 26, 1911. 
hic.) B 
Pia ATION at Resht. eens 
Please seo my telegram No, 733 of the 23rd December: 
{have received tho following telegram, dated the 
Majesty's vico-consul : : 
o strike at Enzeli has been terminated and the bazaar opened yesterday, 
“the aan hore at Rest remains loved, The Russians avs Sere toe 
es, Arms aid ammunition Hat moved front 
aad sgt Ar ig ituated, sido the town. A i» quiet now, and T do not 
anticipate any further disturbance, 


December 26.) 








25th December, from 














(61501) No, 690, 
iv dwar Grey.—(Reeeived December 20.) 





Sir G, Bavelay to 


enero) t ‘Tehran, December 20, 1911. 

NT oles of 25th De 

n acting consul at 

I's part ad joined up with Si B ty 
party: lind Join oe nd: they had to, fight thee 
With, fresh fighting amen coring out from every 

inde to-uttack then, Smaet is missing. He was last seen about 8 miles f 


i e gt hy wounded, It was impossible to look for him, 
zara, an no bi hove gallops Dy pprownedCasualies not yet aeguratly 


Known beyond one killed Inhabitants of whole Ki 


valley seomed to have joined in 












t's and was returning to 
vy for 





“Whom Birdwoo 
Kazerin a general attack was 
thout 12 miles into Kazeran, 
























2 to meet Smart at Kazerun and to 


) 





Birdwood's party was sent out from SI 
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‘Si G. Buchanan to Siv Edieard Grey —(Received December 20.) 


St, Petorahurgh, December 2 
No. 341 of the 18th Dec 
yesterday, M. Sazonow sai ° 
it youll bo impossible to make use of the 
jes. Caravans escorted by Russian troops 
ia from Khoi by way of Dilman, and thus 

quartered. ‘The Russian officers had, 
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(No, 319) 
‘Paloxexphic.) 
; ti RSA. 

Tn conv 

















pass th 
however, been 
into « couflict with then, 


















368 


‘The Russian troops at Khoi, M. Sazonow said, now nunibered 1,200. His 
Excellency further mentioned that a Russian force was also now in occupation of a 
lace called Kuehungi [7 },an important strategic point situated either on or not far 
from Lake Urmia, He added that no’additional Turkish troops had been sent recently. 
to the region in dispute. 





(61681) No. 692. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rteceived December 27.) 
(No. 242.) 
Sir, Tehvan, December 11, 1911, 


I HAVE the hooour to forward to you herewith copy of an able and intoresting 
despatch which Thave received from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, narrating 
the closing phase of the acute disorders in Shitaz which marked last summer 

At the close of his despatch, Mr. Knox bears testimony to the services of the sowar 
and sepoy detachments on duty it Shiraz and to the valuable assistance given him by 
Mr. Smith, Assistant Superintondent of the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department, anid 
by the consulate munshi, : 

T trust that his appreciation of the services of the sowars and sepoys and of the 
help rendered him by Mr, Smith, may be brought to the notiee of the proper quarters, 
nd I take this opportunity, now Hint Me. Kuove chaege te dinwing to a. dows, of 
expressing my own hgh appredaton of the aasstance rnderal to mo by Mr, Khox 
during the time he has been in charge of His Majesty's consulate, the greator part of 
which was a period of altogether unusual stress and anxiety, His action throughout 
has merited my entiro approval, and his telegrams and despatches contain a valualle 
record of the complex situation of the past few months, 























Thaye, &e, 


G. BARCLAY, 





Enclosure in No, 692. 
Acting Consul Knox to Sir Q, Barelay. 
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tho honour to 
cueral situation i 
Taoved muro qulakly, 
the termination of Kaw: ulk’s five months’ * bast” in Hix Majesty's consu 
‘The Kashgai pickets which had been posted round the consulate, ax 
the despatch referred to, were, about the 7th September, considerably increased, anid 
becaiio most aggressive. Copeulaty socvanta vere continually indlonaa, by them-—one, 
whose identity: was sufficiently apparent from the badge in his nt, Utiny severely 
beaten and robbed, whilst, others. were ed for some hours—and those of the 
Telegraph Department and of other European residents in the same quarter wore 
submitted to similar annoyances ‘The tribesmen, moreover, stated quite openly. that: 
they hnd been placed in the neighbourhood by order of the Governor-General to prevent, 
intending “ bastis” from reaching the shelter of His Majesty's consulate. At this time 
Tinade an, cnrgetic protest to Nuamn-ce Sultanoh regarding the inléatation of derva 
and two dys ater, the pickets were withdrawn, spparently under instruction fon 
Tehran. A-claim, however, for compensation for the axsult, which was laid -at the 
same tine, has been completely disregarded, 
Meanwhile, on the afternoon of the 7th September, a considerable number of Arals 
and Babarlu tribesmen had arrived near Shiraz and, after shurp fighting with th 
ine of 
at they were 
he Central 
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for several months past. ° In the meantime T had distributed flags (or rather such 
substitutes for theso as were locally obtainable) to British subjects, and to. those 
accredited agents of British firms who could satisfy me that they had goods actually 
belonging to their principals on the premises, This measure’ was, however, quito 
inadequite to the requirements of the situation, since it was sufficiently clear that. a 
horde of tribesmen, many of whom had in all probability never seen a European, would 
not, when once lninched on a general pillage, be chesked by any considerations of 
international comity or fear of ultimate reprisals; and, in view of the obvious impotence 
of the locil anthorities to make even the most elementary effort. to protect the lives and 
property of foreign subjests, T could see no course open to ua if Soulet-ed-Dowleh 
could ot at once be dislodged by some very clearly worded warning from His 
Majesty's Goverment, but that somo overt measure should bo taken tor protest, our 
interests, 

During these days the fighting, which had continued uninterruptedly, was marked 
by the invariable repulse of the Kashgai, and on tho 20th. Septonber a tcnforeonne 
of some 1,500 Arabs crossed the passes and attacked the rival posts established on the 
northern side of the town. Having cleared these without mecting with any substantial 
























resistance, and done great execution among the retreating Kashgwi, they entered Shiraz 
and joined their companions in the eastern quarters, bringing the total of tribesmen 





there to more than 3,000. At the same time, seeing that tho ultimate siiccess of the 
Kh assured (and, indeed, Soulet-ed-Dowleh had then reached the point 

one of his familiars and other emissaries to. treat with Kawam), I wrote to 
, giving a list of houses occupied by British subjects and of businoss promises 
of British firms, and stating that, in the event of need atising, every precaution must bo 
taken to ensure that these be respected. 

On the Srd October, whea the general panic had still further increased, T wrote 
Soulat that Twas instructed vo notify him that, unless he iumediately removed begat 
and his men from the neighbourhood, you would recommend His Majesty's Government 
to take immediate steps to protect our interests and to.visit the peualty for any damage 
to these directly upon himself and Nizam-os-Sultanch, At tho sumo time [informed 
the Kbamsoh chiefs that, in the event of harm befalliog the lives or property of 
British subjects, you would recommend His Majesty's Government to take stops to 
waa fll rparation fi In reply, these chifs wrote to me enclosing copy of a 

Addressed to them by the Prime Minister, in which they were instructed 
Shiraz at the service of the G 
all in their power to protect Europeans, From Soulet-ed-Dowleh Lr 
two days Inter, however, his baggage, together with that of Nizam, loft the 
a large escort, 

‘Kawanvl:falle about hint 
by Soulet, in which it was pi 
side was to be restored, that. both. pai 
recogni the ruling of the Central Go 
as final, and that’ Soulet-ed-Dowleh 
Needless to say, none of these conditions wore 
attached by Kawam to th 
this piece “of typicilly Persian by-pla 
clearly explained) 
hig family and inn 
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a telegram from Samsai 


of Al al and of Zeigham-ed-Dowleh as Tkhini of the 
Kashgai, Te stated at the sume time that Aln-ed-Dowleh would not accept the pose 
unless he had full assurances of Kawam’s co-operation,  Kawam, when discussing: the 
question, told me that he could not reply satisfactorily until he had obtained a joint 
oath from all the Khamsch chiefs that they would give unreserved assistance {9 the 
proposed combination and a promise from me that, as deputy governor, he would 
Teevive the support of His Majesty's ant. 1 subsequently answered, as 


instructed, that offically appointed deputy governor he could eotint an our sympathy. 
‘and support, 


On the following day Ni 
6 miles away, 
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am and Soulet left. Shiraz and camped for the night some 
s the latter having previously givon out that his departure was inspired by 
jarning from His Majesty's Government that active measures might be taken againge 

im; at the same time he declared publicly that he would raise such disorders on the 
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Kashgai, is unfounded. So far asToan see a certain group of the Bakhtiari khans 
have undoubtedly a very strong personal enmity to Soulet-ed-Dowleh. ‘This hostility, 
which is by no means unprovoked, is of apparently recent growth, and it is not 
surprising that the Bakhtiari, with a-reputation to keep up as good coustitutionalists, 
should resent their neighbour's somewhat windy, pretensions to a dictatorship of Fars, 
The absence of any foud between the actual tribes seems to my mind incontrovertibly 
established by the fact that during the past months no appreciable effort was made by 
the Kashgai from their sammer quarters to harry the neighbouring, Bukhtiani territory, 
which one may reasonably suppose hail been Ife to a great extent unprotected, ong 
to tho dispatch of so many Aghiting men to the novthe Noverthelea in slow’ ot he 
importance attached to the possibility of a Bakhtiari domination in Fars, I have found 
cecasion to point out to Kawam iu conversation the extreme undesi ability of any nev 


rived to Kayamn-ul-Mulk before his departure from the consulate, for the upkeep of 
BO eceueey ee evao) calla an the few regular trope who have not 
yet deserted ute owed some nine months’ arrears of pay and allowances. 
see iceatie ata complotestdisonler here, which the Persian Government 
4o fara could see locally, ive made no effort to check, they had apparently at 
Tength decided, hut not holore other tentative experiments, fo dispateh Ali-ed 
and Zoighanel-Dowleh to Furs, Barly last June ventured to express the, opinion 
that such a step would be the most likely to offer some hope of success. EA aes 
there appeared every prospect that this change could be flected without dilelty 5 the 
meril population, with the one exception of Soulet-ed-Dowleh and his satellites, 
ffave long looked. 60 Aln-ed-Dowtch as the one man, in the absence of Ziles-Sultan, 
capable of. governing Fars” Zaighan-ed-Dowleh ws then n Tp with the Kasia 





































































: ‘uid, and, femembering with what alacrity these had flocked to him on element being introduced into the ulready complicated medley of tribal polities, and ho 
iat tue tan pee at ety el ui eee ee a 





to Samsam-es-Sultar 





n of Alaed-Dowleh’s appointment, telegraphed 
i strongly deprecating the dispatch of any Bakhtiari to. Karn 
with the new Governor-General, ‘The differences between the’ Kawamis and. the 
Kashyai are still more personal, having only come into existeneo with the 
of Soulot-ed-Dowleh, Moreover, Kawai himself is on the best of terms with Soulet's 
three brothers, Zeigham-ed-Dowleh, Soulet-es-Sultanch, and Ali Khan, Hishmat-es- 
Sultan, as well as many of the leading khang, such a Mohamad Ali Khan, Kashiuli 
and Ahmad Khan Shishbolooki, and the Kashgai as a whole, have had in general 
nothing but friendly relations with the Khamseh tribes, Tt thus seems to me that 
with the advent of an ilkhani who hud not set all his neighbours by the ears a. great 
degree of general appeasement might well have been expeotad, Unfortunately, 
however, with the recent break-up of all authority in Fars, one can no longer have. 86 
reasonable presumption that this result will ensue, ‘The heavy loss suflered: during 
the fighting in Shiraz will in all probability: have provoked sufficient. blood feuds to 
exercise the best efforts of the tribes for many years at the same time the influence of 
the Central Government will no longer be sufliient to witi a chieftain the obedience of 
his tribesmen, while the lesser klians, having seon to what extent. personal pre: 
dominance may reach, are not likely readily to aeeept another despot, ‘Thus Soulet-ose 


Sultanch has already received with a very indifferent gracw the office of ilbogyi and 
the title of Salar Ashair, 


nothing more than the nominal support of the Persian Government, he could have won 
over the tribes and appointed to them such Kalantars a8 he considered suitable, Now, 
wer, it will bo a very different matter for him to arrive near the tribes, perhaps as 
vats after the dismiwal of Soulet to find the subordinate poste which 
be in his gift alread may be contrary to, bis wishes—and 
ival free cajole any waverers aud prepare for a strugel, BAS 
although this action cannot: bo expected to have the sume effect now as Defore the 
outbreak of general disordey, there is stil reason to hope that, it ay end at east in 
tho permanent moval of Soule-ed-Dowleh fom tho field of Fars polition « result 
whieh T could only look on as nun blessing, "During the past eighteen months 
any predeooisor and {havo both nd every reason to eonsider Soulet-ed-Dowleh as the 
nureo of disor 1 in Fars and to believe that his egregious grees 
furin a very real menace, while his repeated assurances of devotion to His 
it and solieitude for our trade are «1 i 
‘ots. ‘These views, 1 venture to belie 
justificd by the events of the past summer, which have gradually culminated 
Tovoll aguinat, the Central Goverment, the pillage of the entire district, 
‘ruotion of the telgraph lines by his men. Te has been, how 
to our trade and that 
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ot hesitating to put forward his own claims to. the 
nik n the ilkhaniship, and there is strongly current a belief that the Kashgai will before long 
nd Arabi ie that divide into two entirel branches under two supreme chiefs, 









Thus every indication which T have been ablo to find 
uring the past six months leads, inevitably T fear, to the conclusion that Porsia 
unaided will not be equal to dealing successfully with a situation so grave as that at 
present existing in Fars, | Ono cannot easily forged with what blowing of trumpets the 
Persian Government made, nearly a year ago, their reply. to. Bi ounicement 
regarding the insecurity of the trade routes in Southern Persia by dispntal 
esSultanch, General Maletta, and the ‘Fars expeditionary foroe” on un 
to Shinz: their Govemor-General, after giving up the provineo. to 
monotony of rapiue, murder, aud universal anareby which it has. beo 
the past few months to ¢ Nias now quitted his post, a prose 
General Maletta’s gendarmerie of which not ono man haa yet be 
nigyardliness of the Central Govern 


the course of events here 















proportion hav 
ct that the only 

















wearying 
my. tone, for 
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and the obstriiction of the local withories 
Has only interested as a possible soures of peculation, has apparently. dropped 
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out of all recollection; the 5,000 troops stationed here last’ Februuty have dvvindled 
away, chiefly by desertion, to some 300 ragged units, who still clamnout fitfully for nine 
mouths’ arrears of pay ; while of the guns dispatched with the expeditionary. fon 
one has been captured by Baharloo brigands and the rest have dischunged their 
‘ammunition inctlectually into. Shiraz itself ems then that all this’ turgid 
Loubast." has led to no more than the laying waste of the more orderly parts of 
the provines and the exasperation off the remainder, In almost every. village Uhrough: 
out the fertile plains surrounding Shiraz tho ro either looted or destroyed, 
ly visible tra of the Persian Governm uided sel ATG 

nor lawlessness and discontent, So trom all that ean be 

Seon in Fars at least there is no apparent ground for thinking that thi Persian 
Governinent have now any more than last year awakeued ton sense esponsibilities, 
and no manifest reason why w second similar attempt to tep ntinys slate of 
things should not end in equally lamentable failure, —I€ would soein unfortunitely to bys 
the ‘case that the better class of Persian public man does not eave to sink hinwelf in 
these wilder provinees, and that those who do uot quit Tehran for such posts rapidly 





h opi 
Boshire was in. 
Shiniz, who habitually supply wil 
les and ammunition, are at the same. time the agents of two of the leading British 
ts in the Gulf (Mess, Saoon and: Dison), ud that these, presuinally fn 
Soule powition a considerable assot to themselves, have duly unpresed, ou their 
principals the importance of his retention in it onsly enough, however, throughout 
the disturbances hes Persian merchants, the same 
it of Messrs, Sassoon, has declared for Soulet, two have remained strictly neutral, 
while three have openly stood by the Kawami A 
As regards the question of Soulet’s removal leadi 
Dowleh, Zeigham-ed-Dowleh, sud Kawatn hostile to Ki 
Bakhtiari interests, 1 believe t 2 
Hus that dhe assumption on whieh such a theory is based, Tae 
inmate hostility between the Bakhtiari (represented locally: by t 
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Cabinet persan un ultimatum portant les conditions coiinues, le Gouvernoment ottonian, 
qui ne pouvait ne pas étre émotiouné par les événements politiques touchant la Perse? 
a fait, d'une part, des démarches pacifiques & Téhéran, et, d’autre part, il n donné des 
instructions spéciales aux Ambassadeurs ottomans én vue de chercher les moyens 
d'amener une solution, conforme aux intéréts et A la dignité des deux parties, de ce 
conflit_que nous avons vu avec peine surgir entre deux Gouvernements, amis de la 
‘Turquie. 

Quelques jours plus tard, M. ‘Teharykow, Ambassadeur de In Russie & 
Constantinople est venu chez moi, pour expliquer les motif de la rupture des relations 
et pour déclarer offciellement, aw nom de son Gouvernement, que la Russie regret 
beaucoup qu'elle ait éé obligée d'envoyer un détachement militaire A Kazvine, mais 
quelle ne pouvait pas rester indifférente, quand se0 droits n'éaient pos prison 
considération. ‘Poutefois, la mesure prise pur le Gouvernement russe étant. provisoire, 


ake their colour from the general savagery of their environment, since, throughout 
SRICAN ein gee UCIT aE entiments among the protagouits, 
gave an unbounded greed and vanity; while-as characteristics of a regenerated Persia 
Thave seen, I fear, little else than universal peculation, lying, and poltroonery. 

1 conchision of this inordinately long despatch, to draw your attention 
t services of the sowar and sepoy detachments (of the 25th Cavalry and 
79th Carnatic Infantry, respectively) on duty’ here during the five months of Kawame 
ul-Mulk’s “bast” in His Majesty's consulate. Throughout this period exceptional 
precautions have been called for, and the men have cheerfully: and ably carried on a 
constant guard duty greatly: in exeess of that Inid down as the minimum by regulations, 
T, soul ke also to take this opvortunity to express my. great gratitude to 
Mr. J, sistant superintendent of the’ Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, 
oth for the valuable help he has given me in matters connected with the tribes, where 
his twenty years? experience has been of the grestest service to m 
kindness in'relieving me of much work at tines of pre 

confidentially of 




































































been served by the consulate munshi, Mirza 

ment employ, and nominally 
ly, has willingly sacrificed almost all 
ight require him lor the vrgent Persian 
nee here, and has served His Majesty's 
1d for him many temptations, with a 











do la Perse est lo vit 
ottouian, ct nous estimons que nous devons nous fier sincdro- 
ment aux déclarations eatégoriques du Gouvernement russe. DVailleurs, co point avait 
66 défini par los dispositions do Yentente conclue entre Angleterre et’ Ia Itussie uno 
année avant Ia proclamation de la constitution, 

Nous désirons et nous espérons vivement. que les questions, en. litige entre nos 
Yoisins soient prochainement et entidxement résolues, grieo anx dispositions conciliantes 
dont feront prouve tons les deux Gouvernements et quo des relations amicales 
garantissant les droits réciproques «’établiront entre eux, 

Comme preave des résultats obtenus par nos efforts, qui tendent A la bonne 
solution de cet incident fiichoux, je vais yous dire quo, VAmbassadeur persan s'et 
rendu Ia Sublime Porte, pour nous remercier ofliciellement au nom do son 
Gouvernement. 





t, ninder circumstances that have 
Hh Teannot too highly praise, 








T have, &e, 
G, G. KNOX, 
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Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 27.) 





Pera, December 17, 1911. 





dont of the Ottoman Chambe 



























q ving during the Just few days received Voili, Messieurs, ce que je puis vous déclarer pour le moment au sujet do Ja 
or of telegrams from Persia, and in particnlar one from the Persian Medjliss, Pures, nous désirons sincbrement la prospérité et lo. maintien’ do son 
eribing the situation in the country which as arisen. ow 







ig to Russia's recent 
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and gives an account —(Ieccived Decembor 27.) 
sia would not advance 


tatum, and that she was as 
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q y Pera, December 18, 1911, | 
integrity and independence ASSIM BEY, at the closo of the conversation which Thad tho honour to report in 
of that country: ny telegram No. 3418 of the 13th instant, on the subject of an intention on tho part of 


Assim Boy added that he was convinced of the sincerity of the Russian 
assurances to him, and that he had re 
offorts he had made 
Ambassador hil heen officially 

‘The Chamber accepted Asin He 
telegrams reeoived i 





Russia to causo caravans to be escorted by her troops in tho contested zone over roads 
Which Turkey claimed as hers, asked that Mr. Ryan should soo Salih Boy in order. that 
iv discuss snore in detail the subjects of which his Excellency lad spoken to me. 

The first question T did not think necessary to mention in mny telegram to you, 
It concerned the caravan route from Khanikin to Hamadan, vid Kermanshal, 
i Salih Bey said was so insecure that all caravans from ‘Turkey wore hung up at 
Khanikin, and dared not proceed further, ‘The Minister's idea was that wo shoul 
enable them to do so by providing suitable protection on the Persian side. Mr. Ryan 
said that he was not aware that these points were even in the British sphero, and that 
he did not, even if they were, think that we liad any troops as far north which would 
enable us to undertake the protection of earav: 
With regard to the second point, Salih Bey was not very clear, but stated that. on 
the road from Khoi to Dilman, both admittedly Persian, the caravan toute would eross 
what the Turks conceived to be their territory, Mr. Ryan asked him 0 name places 
Which the ‘Turks claimed, but he was unable to do so, and Mr. Ryan was eventually 
taken in to see the Minister, who considered the matter of suillicient importance. to 
union the Minister of War toa conference before seeing him. ‘The explanation then 
en was the following :— 


[ise 


cived at 
Uichalf in the exp 





rk of Persia's recognition of the 
f gratitude which the Persian 
to him at the Sublime Porte. 

went and decided to send replies to the 
1 the sense indicated therein. 




































Thave, &. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
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Messi 
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Ho nous avons appris que les rapports entre nos voisins Ia Perse et la 
lent pris un caraetére aigu et que le Gouvernement rasse avait remis au 
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‘ho route in question is that connecting Khoi, Salmas, Dilman, and Urmia. 
‘The caravan route between Khoi and Salmas passes in part through a region which is 
effectively occupied by Turkish troops, which has been so occupied for the past few 

rears, and which the ‘Turks consider their territory. ‘That between Dilman. and 
irmia passes partly through what is in like manner considered as Turkisle territory, 
which territory in one part extends to the region of the shores of the lake, 


After Thad seen Assim Bey on the 13th, the Russian Ambassador had called on 
him and confirmed what Assi 


of Rus . ‘Turkey was 
‘eager fo assure us that she would abide by the 
decision of The Hague Tribunal should the commission now contemplated fail to arrive 
alan agreement, If Russia was merely concerned for the safety of the caravans, she 
could achieve hor object by entrusting them to Turkish troops, and she need not fear 
that by so doing sho will bo taken to have accopted a now statute quo, for the ‘Turkish 
troops would undertake the safe-conduct without. prejudice to the eventual decision of 
the commission or The Hague Tribunal. ; ae 

Mr. Ryan pointed ont, in general terms, that tho situation of fact which his 
Exeollency now asked! Russia to respect was oné of very recent creation, and represented 
a recent Turkish advance towards the Bast, and he hinted. that it was not necessary to 
suspect tho Russians of treacherous, intentions or to suppose that Persia was hesitating, 
to sign the protocol under Russian influence, for tho Russians, not recognising the new 
statua quo, might well conceive the escorting of caravans ax part of the work they had 
undertaken in Norther Persia, while the Persians might very well in their own 
intorosts hesitato to enter into negotiations while a recently ereated status quo much less 
favourable to then than that of a few years ago was maintained by the ‘Purks. 

On tho receipt of your telegram No. 497, Mr. Ryan made it clear at the Sublime 
Porto, on the 17th instait, that tho delay in signing the protocol was not in ‘Tehran, but 
‘at Constantinople. Sulit Bey was obliged to admit that the Present delag was. duo to 
themselves, but. declared that the delay in general had been due to the dilatoriness of 
the Porsians and to tho length of timo that was allowed to elapse before the arrival 
of the new Ambassador. 

I told my Russian colleague to-day: the subst 
Boy, and ho said that both here and at St. Petersb 
tho Turks that Russia intended to protect the caravans over the route f 
Urinia. Ho had left no doubt whatever on tho subject, aud it was out of the question 
thatthe Turkish proposal to escort the caravans over what they conceived to be their 
torritory on that route could be accepted. 

Thave, &e, 
‘ARD LOWTHER. 





(51593) No. 695. 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir (Received December 27.) 

(No. 945,) 
Sir, Constantinople, December 20, 1911, 

4,1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's 
Militaty Attaché at Constantinople, reporting on the rumoured concentration of 
‘Turkish troops in Salmas ou the Tureo-Persian Frontier, 

Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


875 


Enclosure in No. 695. 


Major Tyrrell to Sir G. Lowther. 


‘As your Exeellency is 
at Khoi, and it i 


site sense, 
fas foreseen, 


His Majesty's 
Tins nothing to do with 


Thave, &o, 
GE, TYRRELL, 





(61761) No. 696, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdtearid Grey.— (Received December 27.) 
(No. 248. Commercial.) 


Sir, 


ae St. Petersburgh, December 21, 1911, 
NVITH reference to your despatch No. 71, Confidential, of tho Stir March, los, 
have the Honour to transmit herewith a memorandum by Mu: Cooke, eomecorset 
attaché to Tis Majesty's Embassy, on the subject of the Julfa~Tabreon railway project, 
Thavo, &o, 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 
——<—<_—______ 


Enclosure in No. 696, 


Memorandum by Mr. Cooke respecting the Julfa—Pabreee Railway Project 
THE official “Commercial Gazette” of St. Petersburgh of the 7th (20th) Deco 
states that the Tifis Boutse Committeo, with a view to facilitating one ese 
Taare hag at the English and Germans in their gradual conquest of tho Porsien 
Harset; has submitted @ report to tho Council of Representatives. of ‘Trade wat 
eiculture on the necessity in the first placo of building a railway line from daliene 
Pidreez, The Bourse Committee points out that the construction of this lee ie eile 
or bY te last Russo-German agreament, by which Russia undertook to iinprone ii 
Toule fo Kazvin-Hamadan-Bagdad, while, too, the existing Kazvin-Hamadant checangs 
Tend has already sucoceded in attracting to the north of Persia Hoglish testle soni 
Sraveting with Russian, With the carrying out of the agreement, by the coutinerres 
Thats road to Bagdad, Russian goods will be altogether supplanted by German, Only 
$5 Construction of a rail lino from Julfa to Tabrece can avort: this, This Ted 
ratte ta a ee) length, would bo a natural continuation of the Russian railway 
Sreten and its construction would present no difficulties, while tho cost weal ney to 
Tory big. he Bourse Committe adds that traversing a thickly-peoplel, aud vice 
THe cee eraia the line would be. of enormous importance to Rubso-Persian tenie 

ie Bourse Committee, in conclusion, recommends at the sumo timo, ar aunts y 
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means of communication, the construction of chanssée roads to Khoi, Salmast, and 
Urmia, or Sofian-Hi mast-Urmia, The latter road would exert very great 
influence in increasing Russian exports to the Van vilayet, bordering with Azerbaidjan, 
HENRY COOKE, 
December 20, 1911, Commercial Attaché, 





(61481) No. 697. 


Sir (, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 27.) 

(No, 352,) 

(Tolegraphicd St, Petersburgh, December 26, 1911. 
PUBLIG opinion here is much excited by recent events at ‘Tubreez and Resht. 
“Novo Vremya”” and the press in general advocate the adoption of stern measures 

of ropreasion, and violontly attack tho Government for its vaclllating policy and want 

of foresight in not having'sent a force strong enough to have reudered the occurrence 

Of such incidents irapossible, (Ind of R.) 


Thave again received assurances from M. Sazonow that he will not regard. the 
‘Pabrocs incident and the withdrawal of the expeditionary foree as having any 
, but will treat them as entirely separate questions: At the same time he 
"snot to rogard the assurances already given by the Persian Government as 
sulliciently binding to justify the issue of an order for the immediate withdrawal of the 
force. 1 fear that the apprehension of similar outbreaks occurring in other towns may 
make the Russian Goverament hesitate to withdraw their troops from Kazvin, at any 
rate until the completo re-establishment of order in the North. In the event of Russia 
temporarily postponing the withdrawal I think that, before pressing for the recall of 
tho troops, wo should wait until the present erisis is over. 


(61573) No. 698, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived December 27.) 
(No. 751.) 
(Welegraphio) _P. Tehran, December 26, 1911. 
MY telogram No, 745 of to-day, 


Autitude to be adopted by Indian troops towards armed Po 
Colonel Dou replied as follows :— 


[cannot allow my men to walk into a trap, carefully prepared for them, by 
sumption that the road guards are friendly, Iam anxious at the same 
wor the political sitiation more complicated, ‘The only duty performed 

dy the guards is to blackmail passing caravans, and they have to be watehed, if allowed 

t0.:viain ou the toad, to prevent the muleteers with the troops from being interfored 
ith ° w should, therefore, Eeousider, be called in to withdraw 
\ troops are passing ; it might be pointed out to them that otherwise they 
taken for enemies, Such a step would moot the situation, Major 
wed li Khan's men with him,ind Thaye asked Mr. Smart 
nding the party moving to-day’ through angi Turkan fo 
Ih between the natives encountered. fakes should therefore 
commanding the party which is to assist Major Birdwood on 
a5, ho roports, fired ou near Khaniginian from a distance.” 


(Auldrosseul to Foreign Olfico} sent to India.) 


{51518} No, 699. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bidweard Gre ved December 27.) 
ie Tehran, December 27, 1911. 


"THE consular officer at Shira reported yesterday that a surgeon was wanted to 
attend Mr. Smart, who has Leen wounded in the leg, and is at present with Moliammed 
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Ali Khan. It is, however, believed that Mohammed Ali is desirous of having 
his own wound attended to, as a sowar asserts that he saw Mr. Smart killed with two 
shots in the chest. News to this effect was brought to Kazerun, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 





[51519] No, 700, 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—~(Ieceived December 27.) 

(No. 753.) 

(Telegraphic) P. a Tehvan, December 27, 1911, 
THE acting consul at Shiraz reports by telegram that our casualties are 2 killed, 

7 wounded, and 3 missing, including Mr, Smart. Position at Kazerun is extremely. 

dangerous. I have authorised the acting consul at Bushire to. give effect to!a 

recommendation he has made, that any available naval forces and the troops at Jask 

should be sent to Bushire. Colonel Douglas will set out for Kazerun on the 27th, 

Karvami has sent most stringent orders to tho acting governor of Kazorun by télogram 


to furnish the troops with all they require and to seo that th it attacke 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) eee 





(51922) No. 701, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived De 2 

Ne Te) Ww -ye—(Reeeived December 27.) 

(Telographic.) P. E Pelican, December 27, 1911. 
THE acting consul at Shiraz reports that he is making great offorts to find means 

to ensure Colonel Douglas's safety, with tho holp of the Hkhani of the Kashgais and 

Kawami, by means of hostages, &o, 

. Nothing definite is known about Mr. Smart, At midday Colonel Douglas leaves 
Shiraz with 100 men to join the force of 60 men (which I reported in my telegram, 
No, 742 of the 26th hiad been sent out by him to hold the passes at Dashtarzin), aud 
Will endeavour to extricate Major Birdwood, who is at the Kazerun earavansorai with 
100 men. | The latter may at any moment havo his supplies cut off, but is unlikely to 
be attacked while he remain at Kazerun, Before he starts for Shira’ itis essontial that 
the caravanserais and passes should be properly secured, ag he is almost stro to bo 
attacked on his way up. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to Tndia,) 





(61920) No, 702, 


(io, 755,70 Bavelay 0 Sir Bieard Grey — (Reseed Deeonor 27) 
(Yelegraphic.) En clair 
MY telegram No, 752 of 27th December, 
Following from Shiraz to-day 


Tehran, December 27, 1911, 


“Reports from Acting Governor, Kazerun, give some hope that Smart is alive 
and will be brought into Kazerun. Indian Medical Service surgeon is there?” 





(51923) No. 703. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived December 21.) 


(No. 756.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 27, 19 
MY telegram No. 735 of 24th Docomber : Fighting at Tauren tt Mle 
Four guns, 100 Cossacks, and a rogiment of Russian infantry arrived at Tabreox 
[uses] 6D 
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yesterday. ‘The Russian consulate-general had five killed and four wounded, but the 

other consulates are apparently safe. Heavy firing is continuing. ‘ 
‘This information was telegraphed to the Russian Minister in the brief period 

during which communication with Tabreez was restored. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to India.) 





(51481) No. 704. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 478. Confidential.) 
(Welegraphic.) P, Foreign Ofice, Decomber 27, 1911. 
IN view of the definite assurance of the Russian Government respecting the 
withdrawal of their troops, do you see any reason why they should not now leave 
Kazvin? 
‘Tho Russian Government will be inclined to keep them there until further 
matters are discussed, if they do not leave forthwith. 
What is the date on which Shuster leaves ? 





(60451) No, 705, 


Foreign Office to Count d’ Arnau, 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 27, 1911. 
TAM directed by Sceretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter 
of tho 14th instant, respecting the project of a trans-Persian railway, 

1 am to stato, in reply, that while Hlis Majesty's Government have no objection, in 
principle, to the formation of a société d’étude” to enquire into the feasibility of such a 
Project, they must retain their complete freedom of action in regard to any further 
dovelopmients of the enterprise, 

Tam, &e, 


LOUIS MALLE’ 





(52008) No. 706. 


Messrs, ENinger anit Co, to Voreign Ospier.— (Received December 28,) 


See 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, December 27, 1911. 
Horn bok te acknowledge receipt of your letter of tho 9th instant relative to the 
formu question 

Your letter refers to onr communications of the 20th October, and 4th, Gth, 13th, 
tnd 2th ultimo, but to avoid confusion we propose here to deal only with the matters 
mentioned in ours of the 80th October and the dth and 20th ultimo, which we addressed 
to you in the Muin’s interests and in our capacity as his agents; and we will deal ina 
separate letter with the matters referred to in ours of the 6th and 13th ultimo, which 
concern the interests of Messrs, Andrew Weir aud Co. and ourselves 

Ouir letter to you of the 30th October cover 
send to the Muineut- 
communic 


‘in opport 
we mai 

towards the Muinaut-yj 

our letter of the dth 

Pujjur was ontit 

Governijent in atten, 


If Wwe now correctly unilerstand the meaning of yonrletter of the 9th December, 
Edward Gre YY way lisputing the accuracy of the statements itt our 
letter of the 4th the interpretation we have put upon the facts as stated, 


upon ree 


ly informs us that he will not decide to extend to Haji Agha Mohammed 
Mnin-ut-Tujjar the protection which we maintain has been promised to him, vntil tho 
Persian Government have had the unrestricted opportunity of compelling him to 
accept irrevocably what he ean get without the protection upon which we, by direct 
request of His Majesty's Goverament, led him to rely, and by #0 doing induced him to 
enter into the contract which, he maintains, has cost him his concession. 

We have sent to the Muin-ut-Tujjar the correspondence up to the 3lst March last, 
and swe shall now be pleased to hear at your earliost convenience if you have any 
objection to our sending him further correspondence which has passed between us in 
reference to his interests, “ 

We give you herewith a list of what we propose sending, and attach copies hereto 
for your perusal. 

Wo are, &e. 
LLINGER axp Co, 


Enclosure in No, 706. 


List of Letters rchich it in proposed to send to the Muin-u-Tujjar. 


1911, 
EXTRACT of letter received from the Foreign Office ... May 23 
Extract of letter written to the Foreign Office .. v= Juno 2 
Extract of letter recoived from the Foreign Office ae 
Copy of letter received from the Foreign Office Aug. 8 
Copy of lotter written to the Foreign Olfice —... «1 Ook 4 
Copy of letter received from the Muin, Tehran .., rv Sopte 20 
Copy of letter written to the Muin-ut"Tujjar ... i Oct 18 
Extract of letter received from the Foreign Office |, 1 
Extract of letter written to the Foreign Office... ‘ 21 
Copy of letter written to the Foreign Office 

Extract of letter received from the Muin-ut-T'ujj 


Extract of proposed letter to the Muin-ut/Ty 
Cops of proposed letter to the Muin-ut-Pujjar 
Copy of letter written to the Foreign Office 
Extract of letter received from Foreign Ollice .. 
Copy of letter writton to the Foreign Office | 
Extract of letter received from the Foreign Office 
Copy of proposed letter to the Foreign Oilice .. 





(52009) No. 707, 
Meters, EUinger and Co. to Foreign Ofice—(Reevired Decomber 28.) 


Sir, 28, Oxford Strect, Manchester, December 27, 1911. 

WITIT reference to our other letter of this date, we now’ beg to reply to. that 

tion of your lotter of the th instant relating to the interests of Messrs Andrew 
Weir and Co, and ourselves in the Hormuz matter, dealt with in our lottors to you 
of the (th and 13th ultimo. 

We note the position of our claim and that of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, is 
receiving most careful consideration, and that whon the netnal facts of tho situation 
have become clear a further communication will be mado to us. 

We trust that this may result soon in the satisfiction of our rights, but we earinot 
refrain from expressing surprise that in the last n mionths, during which the 
rights of Messrs. Andrew Wei which His Majesty's Government 
was pledged to the hilt to protect, have been set aside by tho Persian Government a 
‘of no importance, His Maje jernmient has not found it possible to ascertain the 
actual facts of the situati chvare so painfully clear to 

We further note that iLisinpossble to stop further shipments of oxide exeopt by 
the use of force, and that Sir Balward Groy is of opinion that such action on the part 
of His Majesty's Government is quite out of the question. 
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We induced our friends, Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, to enter into this contract, 
relying upon the assurances we received that we and our friends should be protected, 
because His Majesty's Government wished to have a contract completed, and although, 
a5 we have verbally repeatedly pointed out, it is not for us to say by what means fis 
Majesty's Government shall redeem the promise made to stop shipment by others than 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Cc »., we feel we must put on reaet: in view of the statement 
now made to us that force cannot be used to secure the fullilment of one of the 
cbligations into which His Majesty's Govermnent entered, that there ia nothing. in 
the correspondence between us to show that His Majesty's Government has tried by- 
friendly representations, or by other means not involving the use of force, to procure 
that which we asked and which His Majesty's Government promised. us’ should 
done. 
We are, &e. 
ELLINGER axp Co, 





(52053) No. 708. 


(xo tory Si" Barelay to Sir dwar Grey.—(Receied December 98, 
(elographic,) P. Tehran, Decomber 28, 1911, 

1 AM of opinion that unless a battalion of infantry and'a battery of mountain 
guns can be sent to Shiraz before March it will be necessary to inform the British 
residents thoro that if they remain it must be at their own risk, as wwe cannot protect 
them; and close thie consulate, 

Tour battalions of infantry and mountain guns would bo required if a punitive 

is undertaken and to open up the Shiraz-Bushire road, 

ing consul at Shiraz thinks that a battalion of infantry and a battery could 
Proceed to Shiraz from Livgah or Bunder Abbas without opposition, as friendly 
tribesmen could be enlisted in the districts on that route, 

Colonel Douglas and tho acting consul consider that at least one battalion of 
infantry and a battery of mou should proceed to Shiraz before March, when 

rl hostilities maybe exp the Shiraz valley where some 15,000 armed 

Will by. that time he collected. ‘The battalion and battery are independent 
‘ucting consul-general at Hushire to collect 
of the 27th December), as to which he is in 


usran No, 

consultation with the Government of Ind 
It is not proposed that the Bushire force should co operate directly at Kazoru 

With Major Birdwood, for the sivall forco available could not in tho acting consuls 

Spinion ‘attempt to fight its way through without disaster, but to make a vigorous 

Aomonstration on the Bushire side of the passes to draw off the tribosmon Gn the 


Kazerin valley in the event of Colonel Douglas being unable to effect a junction with 
the force at Kazerun, 


Teoneur in the above views 





(62034) » 709. 
Sir G, Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receired December 28.) 


Tehran, December 28, 1911. 
¥ preceding telegram of the 28th December, 
acting consul at Bushire his informed the Government of India by telegraph 
navy can and at Bushire 4 Maxinis, L—Z-pr, 200 blue marines, 
50 native infantry, With the 80 cavalry now at'Bushire the total force would 
mien 
‘o transport is, However, available. 
The sanetion of the Government of India is required before action can be taken 
ior naval officer on these lines, 
ime the troops reach Babrein Colonel Douglas has joined up with 
in it may be advisable not to land them at Bushire, but im spite 
nsport ilificulties, [think that a landing, even if only for the ‘purpose at a 
Aoinonstraition, may be of assistance to the force at Razerun, 





350° 
(52046) No. 707°. 
Admiralty to Foreign 0 fice. —(Received December 28.) 
(Confidential.) 


Sir, Admiralty, December 28, 1911. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, 
for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decyphor of a 
telegram, dated the 29th instant, from the commander-in-chief, East Indies, relative 
to the sitnation in Persii 

A copy has also been sent to the India Ofice. 

Tam, &e. 
W. GRAHAM GREENE, 


Enclosure in No, 707°, 
Commander-in-chief, Bast Indies, to Admiralty, 


(Telegraphic) P. Calcutta. December 28, 1911. 
SENIOR naval officer, Persian Gulf, reported yesterday by telegraph aa 
follows :— 


‘ollowing telegram received from resident, Bushire :— 


“*Please telegraph at once how many British officers and men could possibly. 
be landed for up-country march, as affairs up-conntry in a very. grave state; also 
number of Maxiia guns, and whether you have mountains guns or weapons of the 
sort capable of transport by inules; how many mules (carrying 250 Ibs, each) required 
for transport of supplies and ammunition for a fortnight. Roads impassable. for 
wheeled traffic, How soon after receipt of orders could you take uction? (? Ships 
required to) proceed immediately to Jask to embark 7th Rajputs, How many days 
can you provide yourself? Wire answer en clair urgently 


“ Replied as follows s— 


‘Have ordered “Philomel” Chahbar at onco to embark troops, If they are 
ready, could arrive Bushire forty-cight hours after Have ordered 79th Caruaties to be 
retained, This regiment would place 200 men and 6 officers at disposal; 200 mon, 
oficers, 4 Maxim guns, and one 7-pr, could be landed Naval Brigade. Can supply own 
provisions; 41 mules required for provisions, ion, fguns, and carriages; more 
mules proportionately if supplies for more than a fortnight required,’ 
Commander-in-chief's reply to senior naval officer, Persian Gulf, the 27th 
December: 


Approve retention of native regiment, Naval Brignde not to be landed without 
my orders. Preparations should he made for doing 80." 





(1524) 
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(52050) No. 710. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
(No. 759.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 28, 1911. 

F you approve, I propose to tell the acting consul at Shiraz that he may, in the 
case of real necessity, inform the Ikhani of the Kashgais and Kawam that they may 
count on our full diplomatic support as long as they are loyal to the Persian Government 
and friendly to our interests. 

T am enquiring your views, as the acting consul has asked me how far His 
Majesty's Government would be prepared to go, since he may at any moment find it 
advisable to give far-reaching assurances to both chiefs. He says that Kawam is to be 
relied on absolutely as far as his means go, and that the two chiefs are the only 
accessible powers in Fars, and the only course open is to ensure their entire goodwill 


ee 


(52058) . No. 711. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28,) 
(No, 760.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, December 28, 1911, 

MR. SHUSTER’S successor as treasurer-general, 

Zand my Russian colleague are doing our best. to persuade Persian Government 
to appoint Mornard, but the matter is no easy one. What the Persian Government want 
is that, until permanent appointment has been agreed upon, one of Shuster's staff should 
be decipaared as provisional treasurer-general. ‘This would have been a convenient 
solution, since the delay which will be occasioned by waiting for Mornard’s appoint~ 
ment, and further by the fact that the system of accounting used by Shuster (as 
also the English language) is strange to him, would be avoided if the machinery 
were handed over to a person acquainted with the previous system. 

My Russian colleague is unable, however, to consent to this course, as it would, 
he fears, be difficult to get an American to yacate the post. He thinks it 
probable, moreover, that Shuster will publish in Europe statements attacking Russia 
and praising his own administration, and if he did 80, the fact that he had been 
succeeded by one of his compatriots, who would naturally be inclined to make no 
difficulty in giving him a full discharge, would make it difficult to contradict his 
assertions. I have accordingly joined the Russian Minister in pressing the Persian 
Government to appoint Mornard without delay. 


(Very Confidential.) 


My Russian colleague's language leads me to suspect that his Government hope 
some flaw in Shuster’s work will be discovered by Mornard. 





[52156] No. 712. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdwarad Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
No, 761.) ’ 
Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, December 28, 1911, 

REFER to your telegram 478 of the 27th December and my telegram No. 760. 
of to-day: Treasurer-general, 

Persian Government informed Shuster of his dismissal on the 25th instant. As 
his successor will have to give him a proper discharge, he cannot go till appointment 
is made, and until he has actually left T suppose, in view of the last paragraph of 
St. Petersburgh telegram No. 313 of the Jat December, that the affair (so far as 
Shuster is concerned) cannot be regarded by Russian Government as settled. Shuster 
also desires, I believe, to arrange, before he leaves, for the future of tho Americans 
engaged to serve under him, 

It is, however, important that Russia should begin at once to withdraw her troops 
from Kazvin, and the Russian Government might without impropriety, I think, be 
urged to do this. It appears from St. Petersburgh telegram No. 352 of the 26th instant 
that Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs considers Persian Government's assurances 

(1524) bE 
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‘are not sufficiently binding. I do not understand this. It might be intimated to 
Persian Government when withdrawal is begun that it will not be completed 
until Shuster has handed over to his suecessor. 





(52059) No. 713. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 
(No. 702.) 
(elegraphic,) Re Tehran, December 28, 1911. 

MY telegram No, 752 of 27th December. 

‘Acting: consul at Shiraz reports that a letter has come in from Smart, who is in 
Mohammed Ali Khan's house, wounded in the thigh, He hopesto beat Kazerun to-day, 
where there is an Indian Medical Service surgeon. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has just ealled to express deepest regret of the Regent 
tnd of the Persian Government for the incident, His Excellency assures me that the 
Persian Government have instructed the local authorities to take all possible measures 
to punish those responsible and to prevent recurrence of such incidents. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 





(62057) No, 714. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey,—(Received December 28,) 

No, 363.) 
"Tolegraphic.) Ry St. Petersburgh, December 28, 1911, 

OFEICIAL commmuniqué published to-day states that, in consequence of 
attacks at abreez, Resht, and Enzeli, accompanied by ‘brutal mutilation of the 
wounded and outrages on the dead, and in view of the fact that the Persian 
Tevurumont, thouglt not implicated, is powerless to punish the offenders, the 

ont have decided to take punitive measures in towns mentioned. 

Viceroy of the Caucasus was accordingly instructed on the 23rd December to order 
nile commanders, in consultation. with Russian consils, to proceed. to severest 
punitive measures. Measures suggested are arrest and trial by martial law of all 
Russians and Persians who took part in attacks; disarming of fedair and other turbu- 
lent clements; destruction of [group undecypherable} buildings from which opposition 
donee ta noel meusurets anel any olor necessary steps wo restore order and 
punish offenders, 





(52144) 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 29.) 


India Office, December 19, 1911. 
[AM directed by the Seerotary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of this day’s date, and, in reply, to say that, in view of the fact that the 
Specie is understood to bo required for the payment of the Tndian troops and for other 
necessary purposes, he concurs in Sir B, Grey's proposal to allow the caravan to be 
necompunied by the Indian guard which is escorting His Majesty's acting consul at 
Shiraz from Bushire to his post. 


Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 





(52187) No. 710. 
India Ofiee to Foreign Office. (Received December 29.) 
Sir, India Office, December 20, 1911, 


I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, dated the 27th instant, and of the telegrams Nos, 757 and 758 from His 


(52065) No. 715%. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office. (Received D. 
' im Of ir bor 29, 
(Confidential aes 
ir, 
Admiralty, December 28, 1911, 
sterday's date, and th 
s date, of whi 


otary. of State, 
abe s Tee sso(l to the commander-in lich, sare 
tana” ordships desire to be consulted if possible before any. 
ead they presume that in approving Sir Gi Barclays 
° 0 it clear that any steps in regard to sich landing? 
ipproved by the commander-in-chiof ‘wo i auction 
ment alos the emergency to very crave, acre sanction 
Tam, &e. 
(Por Secretary), 
CHARLES WALKER. 


ene 
Enolosure in No. 715%, 


Admiralty to Commander-in-chief, Haat Indies, 

(Tlogmphic) December 28, 1 
isanliiaey a No, 217, excap tat in grave morgeney roe eed 
Ca AtH 12, Odlerise he should obtain your provious ‘sanction, You should 








[used] 
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Majesty's Minister at Tehran, dated the 28th instant, regarding the situation in 
Southern Persia. 

In reply, I'am to say that the proposal to confirm Sir G. Barclay’s action, reported 
in his telegram No. 753, is concurred in; as also is the proposal to land the troops, 
&., at Bushire if Colonel Douglas thinks that their presence there will relieve the 
situation. But, having regard to the size and composition of the force described in 
Sir G. Barelay’s telegram No. 758, I am to say that unless, in Colonel Douglas's 
opinion, the gravity of the situation at Kazerun or elsewhere on the road is such as to 
necessitate military operations from Bushire at whatever risk, it is considered that the 
force, if landed, should not leave the neighbourhood, since a demonstration sufficient 
to draw the tribesmen away from the Kazerun valley seems impracticable with an 
improvised force of 500 men working at a considerable distance from its base. 

It is assumed that a detachment of sufficient strength will be left for the protection 
of Jask. 

I 


am, &e, 
R, RITCHIE, 


———————— 
[52157] 7 No. 717. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 29.) 
(No. 763.) 
(elezraphio,) 1s Tehran, December 28, 1911, 
I LEARN from acting consul at Shiraz that, apart from the men killed and 
Wounded in tho recent attack, there were heavy losses of baggage, including eleven 
boxes of ammunition ; also many horses and mules were lost. 





(52158) No. 718. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived December 29.) 
(No. 764, 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Decemb 

1 HAVE had a yisit from Minister for Foreign Affairs, who begged me to believe 
that the restoration of friendly and normal relations with Russian Government was his 
ardent desire. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs referred to alleged intention of Russia, as reported in 
tho press, to take vengeance on Tabreez for what has happened there, ' He was much 
perturbed and pointed out that such action would cause lasting animosity. He asked 
that our good offices might be used to stop the execution of the threat, which, he 
added, was now particularly inopportune, since the Persian Government had just 
given evidence of their desire for reconciliation by submitting to demands of Russia, 
According to his Excellency, every effort had been made by the Persian Government 
to put an end to the fighting, but the authorities on the spot assured them that the 
‘Tabreezis were only fighting in self-defenc 

‘The last news which Minister for reign Affairs had from ‘Tabroez was that the 
deputy governor and other local officials were engaged at tho Russian consulate in 
considering, in consultation with acting Russian consul, the best means of stopping 
the disorders, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs would also be grateful if you could obtain from 
Russian Government the withdrawal of their troops at Kazvin, The departure of 
200 of them for Resht cannot be considered as a first step in the withdrawal, as they 
haye only gone to reinforce the troops at that place. 


a __ 
(62107) No. 719. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 765.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. : Telran, December 29, 1911. 
T AM informed by the Swedish colonel commanding gendarmerie that Lieutenant 
Demaphi, mentioned in Lord Kilnarnock’s telegram No. 25 of the 16th December, has 
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been engaged by him, also two other Swedish officers, who, as their Government 
refused to second them from the army, have likewise been obliged to resign their 
commissions, 

My Russian colleague does not see any objection to the. employment of these 
joung oflicers, whose services as instructors are urgently required by the colonel. I 
Hhope Rumah Government wil maka no ditieally 4 i 

‘There are now ten Swedish officers employed with gendarmerie here. I think 
they ought to be able to turn out an efficient foree in time, if money is fortheoming 
aand they are given a free hand, as they seem to be capable officers. ‘They ought now 
more than ever to receive support from us, as Shuster’s gendarmerie will presumably 
disappear shordly, he himself having been dismissed, 





(62135) Sew 


Sir G, Barélay to Sir Edicand Grey—(Received December 29.) 
(No, 760.) 
(Welographic.) P. Tehvan, December 29, 1911. 

SITUATION at Tabreez, 

His Majesty's consul, telographing on the 24th and 25th December, reported that 
Jocal authorities were endeavouring, in co-operation with Russian consul, to stop 
fighting, and that no firing took pluce on the 25th, 

Tt appears that communication between Russian consulate and commander of 
Russian troops liad been cut off, as the troops, having failed to make any headway, 
hhad heen compelled to concentrate in camp. 

In bis telogram of tho 25th consul states that reinforcements (nearly 6,000 men, 
ho thinks) have left Julfa to join Russian troops at Tubreez, ‘The telegrams from 
consul only reached mo yesterday evening, 





(62206) No, 721. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edivard Grey. —(Heecived December 29.) 


ieee ) P Tehran, December 29, 1911, 
REFER to yonr tolegram No 474 of the 25th December. 
‘ubreez telegraphs as follows, 28th December :-— 


 AMleged! massacre by Ru 

» truth whateyer in the report; what happened was quite the reverse, 

Russian troops took into their camp about twelve or fifteen Persian women. and 

children and treated them there with kindness, While a Russi: 6 was emt 

suporintending their removal he was shot at by tho rovolutionaries and killed on the 

spot. Other Porsian families have, it appears, asked the Russians for. similar 
protection. 

“hear that Cossacks broke into some wine and provision shops and one or two 
others, 1 reported in my telegram: 66 one case of killing of noa-combatants in 
this quarter of tho town without provocation; Lam endeavouring to ascertain whether 
‘any cases aye oveurred in other quarters, and will telegraph further. Iam algo 
making enquiries as to allegod indiscriminate slaughter, but at present, while it is 
possible that somo women and children were killed during bombardment, T do not 
believe there is any justification for the accusation of general iahumanity on the part 
of Russian troops, 1s to which no evidence has so far been brought forward.” 





{52204} No, 722. 
Sir G Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiveit December 29.) 
(No. 708.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, December 29, 1911. 
TIS Majesty's consul at Tabreoz telegraphs as follows on the 28th instant :— 


he 26th December of about 800 Russian troops aud four 
suns—tho first batch of reinforcements—has caused an immediate improvement in 





885 


ithout anyone whom he 
‘bances, took bast at His 





(62058) "No. 723, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 479. Confidential.) . 
(Telegraphic,) P, 


THE question of Mr. Shuster's suecossor mentioned iss oie ie 2 19M. 


rentioned in ‘your telegram No, 700 of 


pointment is bein ir‘. Jackson, and 
ruption is a matter of 

from a financial point of view 1 find 

dicate thatit is great, His appointment 
ceording to Colonel Heddoes, the Dutch 


fans, and Colonel Beddoes advocates his 


(61575) 


0) Sin Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
(Telographic.) R. vorvi 
5 ed Rorvign Ofee, December 
Yobn Lelograms Nos. 749 of 25th December, 700, and fol ok oh Bec Meo 
when (uy thould inform Colonel Dougias that his proposel torare tre 
Talo not toruse the en 12 withdraw the road guards is approved, Of coer ate 
reference to you, shoud be pene CREPE in. eases of absolute necessity and atic, 
reference to you, observed, and nothing in tho nature of punitive ‘operations 
ja Mohammed Ali Khan's rind guards are to blame for what has courted, aro 


there no means of holdin, i Persil 
ee pe hold i lita responsible? If a0, Persian Goverament shoald te 


SS eee 


(52107) No. 725, 


local authorities, 


yt 6) Sir Eitward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(Telegraphic.) P, ey 
STE ide Sheers in Bae Foreign Office, December 29, 1911. 


You should inform M. Sazouow of the vi ir 
No.765 of 29th December) ee) ie la eeneee eh 
His Majesty's Government that tho. Iassan G 

i affirmative, we would, su S 
Accordingly by the two logationsesst oat Swed 


ae 


[sea] 


If their reply ig 
‘ernment should be informed 
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No. 726. 





[52300] 
Lora Strathcona to Foreign Ofice—{Received December 30.) 





lonfidentis Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Ge nesta) London, December 29, 1911. 
WITT reference to the report contained in to-day's Times,” in a telegram from 
‘Tehran, to the effect that the appointment of M. Mornard as successor to Mr. Shuster is 
being definitely supported by the British Legation, I beg on behalf of this company, 
‘and of British interesis generally, to enter the strongest possible protest against such 
‘an appointment z 

eas from the fact that the Belgian Customs administrators are notoriously 
grossly corrupt, it is well known that M. Mornard’s sympathies are strongly pro-Russian. 
Consequently, wore hie given the powers which have been held by Mr. Shuster itis 
Deyond question that very serious difficulties would be created for this company (the 
chairmanship of which I only consented to take on the assurance of our Government's 
warm sympathy and support), and that British interests generally in Southern Persia 

‘would be most Woriously alfected. ; 
Moreover, the appointment of M, Mornard would for the same reasons, in all 
probability, rendor it quite impossible to cary out the objects of the Persian Railways 
Syndicate, in. which I aud my associates have interested ourselves purely in British 

Tinperial interests, ins J i 
In view of the above facts, I trust that His Majesty's Government will see their way 
to strongly opposing an appointment which would be so prejudicial to British interests, 
and which, by po 1g and extending the corruption which now prevails in the 

ion, would he so detrimental to Persia itself, 
Thave, &e. 

STRATHCONA, Chairman, 

‘Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 





























Costoms administr 











(62284) No. 7: 








Persian Praneport Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Received December 30.) 
8, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sin, December 20, 1911. 

T HAVE the honour to refer you to your letter of the 7th February last and to 
our reply of the 11th idem, roforring to the extension of the period allowed in this 
‘omnpainy's concession for the construction of roads in Persia. We have recently been 
in tolographic communication with our agent in Tobran, aud received yestorday from 
hhim the following telegram under dato of 27th instant 


“We require Maj 
Foroigh Olfiee to give the y instru 
































esty's Minister in ‘Tohran, Please request 





which we submit for your information and for any action you may consider it desirable 
to take, 


We have, &. 
(For Secretary), + 
FRED, W. PARRY. 


















(62307) No. 728, 
Tadin Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received December 30.) 


Sir, India Office, December 29, 1911. 

1 AM directod ly thie Secretary of State for India to enclose, for the information of 
rotary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from the Government of 
lying resolutions passed by a Mussulman meeting under the auspices of the 
sideney Muslim League, 
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Subject to the concurrence of Seoretary Sir E, Grey, the Secretary of Si 
Propose to approve the reply suggested by the Goreracue i cTiaies Soh Steyn 
Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE, 
—————— 


Enclosure in No, 728, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Creve. 


(Telegraphic.) P, December 28, 1911. 


WE have received a tele, di the i 
Obeidullah Shams-ul-Ulema etree Bae eecter eoata Ma) 


Ava large Mussulman meeting held under auspices of Madras Presidency Muslim 
League yesterday following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

1. We earnestly beg hi 
by telegram to Foreign Minister. 

2 Resolution—That this meeting protest most indignantly against the 
unrighteous action of Russia in attompting to disintegrate integrity and independence 
of Persia at a time it deserves the full, sympathetic, and generous help of all civilised 
nations to complete work of its constitution, and begs that British Government, as tho 
featest Mahommedan Power in the world, will realise gravity of situation and’ uso its 
High influence with Russia in preventing tho dismemberment of that anoieut 
Meonakman Empire: 

8, Resolution—That this meoting views with consternation advanco of Russi 
troops in Persia, which, if allowed to continue unchecked, is likely to extend sphere of 


Russian influence to the very borders of India, a conditi ich i 
of tho Indian Empir, sould ho avoided at all'owies on uc 30 the best intorets 











Excellency the Governor-General to forward resolutions 

















Roply wo propose to give is that it would be ont of tho question to euggest inter 
io esty's Government have reson to believe, nogotiations between 
the Persian and Russian Governments, which they have done thotr best to makosmocth 
and to facilitate, are on the point of being concluded satisfactorily. 





(52306) No. 729, 
India Office to Foreign Ofiee.—(Reecived December $0.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary: of State for India presents his compliments to the Undor- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 


the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from Viceroy, dated the 20th er, 
1911, relative to affairs at Shiraz, Teh Boreas 





India Office, December 30, 1911. 





Enclosure in No. 720, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Creiee. 


Telegraphic.) P. J December 30, 1911 
LEASE refer to my previous telegram of to-day's date regarding incident ut 
Shiraz Senior naval officer, with % infantry from Jask with four Maxims and 
oue 7-pounder gun, and about 200 bluejackets and marines j 
Further orders will be awaited before landi 
Janded at once. We have 
before inadequate for 
forcing passage to Shiraz, though it should suffice for immediate protection of Bushite, 
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(52321) No. 730. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received December 30.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of the 
Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 30th December, 1911, 
relative to the situation at Shiraz and Bushire. 


India Office, December 30, 1911. 


Enclosure in No. 730. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


INCIDENT at Shiraz, 

Government of India have received telegrams from Bushire and Shiraz which 
show that contingency has now occurred which was foreseen as not uulikely, aud 
that attack has been made by tribesmen on Indian cavalry detachments sent to 
Ispahan and Shiraz with some loss, and that a cavalry force of some 100 are at 
Kazerun in a precarions. position. We note with satisfuetion that Consul Smart has 
been wounded only, and that he appears to be in a caravanserai in safety. ‘The question 
as to what action is to be taken now ari Landing of a battalion of infantry at 
Bushire to hold town in pledge until effective measures for infliction of condign 
punishment on tribesmen who attacked the British cavalry have been taken by Persian 
Government is first obvious suggestion. ‘Troops should seize and retain Customs, and 
should keep, as a contribution towards claim to be made on Persian Go ernment, the 
surplus over what is due for the service of loans. If infantry were disembarked the 
ship now guarding the port would be freed, and a blockade of the coast, which would 
prevent tribesmen ing their ammunition supplies, and would place them in an 
uncomfortable situation, would be rendered possible. Tf measures are to be taken this 
is very essential, and dispatch of infintry battalion should, in our opinion, be at once 
proceeded with. 

Th os 5 punitive measures against the offending 

ing to precipitous nature of country and elusive 
character of tribes, measures would, in Government of India’s opinion, be extremely 
hazardous and difficult, Only a large field force, with transport on a considerable scale, 
could, moreover, undertake the measures, Tt is necessary, however, to foresee a further 
contingency, namely, that main force at Shiraz may possibly find itself in an entirely 
isolited positioy ing a certain amount of danger, even after the Kuzerun 
detachment has sueceoded in returning to Shiraz. Relief of detachment would then 
become ne » and at least 5,000 men, consisting of four infantry regiments, one 
cavalry regiment, and two mountain batteries would be required in order to effect this 
Without running new risks, Should force of circumstances and pursuit of a polie 
to which they have been opposed from the outset compel Government of India 
reluctantly to send a force of this size for the relief of the caval 'y detachment of Shiraz, 
they hold the view strongly that foree should retarn with least possible delay from 
Shiraz to the coast, bringing away with them members of consulate, Shiraz and Ispahan 
cavalry detachments, und any British subjects who might desire to avail themselves 
of escort of British troops in leaving Shiraz, Battalion of infantry could then hold 
Busbire until Persian Government have given satisfactory redress, the main body of 
troops returning to Indi 

Dispatch to Shiraz of an infantry regiment and a battery of artillery is not favoured 
hy us, as risks, which it is desirable toavoid, would be involved in nding this inadequate 
foree, Early orders are solicited if'a battalion of infantry is to be sent to Bushire as we 
have proposed. 





















Sin G, Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received December 30.) 


St, Petersburgh, December 80, 1911, 
said that T hoped the Russian 

at an early date, “ 

sd with an assurance that now that the three Russian demands 

rating ly che Pest ont he did not wish to keep the 

body of about 1,000 





IN conversation this afternoo 
force would be withdrawn from Kazy' 














Jind heen acoepted 
troops at Kazvin any long 
already been brough 


writing by the Persian Gover 
tliat) wan necesbary. 
Kazvin to Resit, hut, so fon 
ible for Russia to withdraw the whole force. 
‘attack at Tabreez 
ent to sane any definite date for the withdraval 
‘The complete restoration of order would doubtless take some t 
Foy i Norn Poss wer RC eM Cee TRL oe et te accomplished. 
AL the same time, he diselaimest al “i 
{guilty of thy attgok wt ibrecs woul have tobe aeverely punished aa a warning. to 
Lexpresseil a hope that, the innocent. would uot be a h 
iat he trusted that it would be possible to avoid this, 











isk A repetition of the Te was therefore 








impossible for hin at p 








me, but the troops 





lea of a permanent Russ 


e to sulfur with the 
L Sazonof answers 




















52214) No. 731. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived December 30.) 
(No. 769.) 
(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, December 30, 1911, 


SMART arrived safely at Kazeran yesterday afternoon. His wound is apparently 
very slight. 








(52312) No. 732, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December 80,) 
(No. 770.) 
(Telegraphic:) P, 
PERSTAN treasurer-general 
Rofer to vour telegram No, 479 of the 29th December, 
Unless there is actual proof of corruption on the part of Mornard, and tho bank is 
ig and able to substantiate charge, I do not think T could now take the iniuatiee 
in proposing another candidate. Tam afraid I have committed myself too mrck with 
the Russian and Belgian Ministers and with Porsian Government.” I understood that 
you had! consulted the bank before sending your tolegram No. 436 of the th December 
which vas in answer to my telegram No, O60 of tho “th. ‘Tho bank might sill if they 
tlo not mind risking hostility of Moraard, confidentially instigate Persian Government 
(rho do not want to appoint Mornard) to suggest to the British and. Russian logutions 
that Oudendyck should be appointed. It is, however, desirable that there sheild te 
no interregnum, and Oudondyek is absent on les 
T have never mentioned Oudendyck myself (seo your telegram No, 422 of the Gth 
Becember). I do not know that he is an expert in finance, “What mado us feveee 
utaeeeare ne en his readiness to be guided by the two legations, 
As to his financial ability T am hardly in a position to give an opinion, 


Tehran, December 30, 1911, 





















































(62305) No. 733, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edveard Gr 





| (Received Decomber 30,), 


) 2 Tehran, Decomber 30, 1911. 

2 Dane telegram No. 484 of the 20th December, I submit that as T expect 
« turther details, both as to. the Kotal Dokhter incidents and. as to the tore 
serious attack of which we have since heard, it will be better to Postpone for tho 


Present consideration of question of respousibility aud’ nature of eompereation tote 
demanded, 




























(2/12) No. 734. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Raveard Grey.—(Recoived December 30.) 








P. St, Petersburgh, December 30, 1911. 
SWEDISH officers for Persia, 


Your telegram No, 876 of the 20th December. 
M. Sazonow informs mo that his Government have no objecti 











on. 











(52187) No. 735. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 






YOUR telegrams Nos, 753 and 75 





Pureign Office, Dec 


mber 30, 1911. 
of 27th December and 


758 of 28th 











ion a8 mentioned in the tel 
eat Bushire if Colonel Douglas thinks 
24) 


is approved, as also. proposal to lanl 
5 their preseuco will relieve situation. 


5G 
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But unless Colonel Douglas considers gravity of the situation at Kazerun or elsewhere 
on the road is such as to necessitate military operations from Bushire at whatever risk, 
the foreo, if landed, should not leave the neighbourhood, since a demonstration sufficient 
to draw tribesmen off Kazerin seems impracticable with 500 men. 

Dotichment of sufficient strength should be left for the protection of ask. 

‘Adiniralty desire to be consulted, if possible, before any naval force is landed, 
and any steps regarding such landing, other than those already approved by the 
cornmander-in-chief, will require sanction of His Majesty's Governinent unless eme=gency 
is very grave. 





[52328] No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 484. i 
(Polegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, December 30, 1911. 
PERSIAN treasurer-general. 

‘cording to the Persian Minister, his Government are much opposed to the 

appoinunent of M. Mornard, and wish to offer the post to Cairns. 
Government would naturally object. to the appointment of another 

Amorican citizen, but it is possible that an opportunity for « compromise can be found 
in Lot me know your views, and whether there is no other person who could be 
‘ppoiniel with the approval of both parties, It is undesirable that a nominee to whom 
Porsiuns object should be forced on them. 


(Confidential) : 
‘Tho oil company, bank, and others (whose names must not be given) say that 
Mornard is well known to be corrupt ; are you yourself satisfied to the contrary? 





(52034) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(Polegrayhic.) I, oreign Ofiee, December 30, 1911. 
YOUR telegram No. 758 of 28th December. 
You will of course report as soon as you learn of Colonel Douglas's arrival at 
Kazerun. 





(51992) 


(No. 170.) 
December 30, 1911. 
stant to say that the 

P nands, and tha 
ed veri assurunces fr ‘ster thatthe troops would be 
Kazvin, 
» read to Sir A. Nicolson telegrams as to fighting which was 
‘at Tubroez and at Resht between Russian troops and Persians, 
Tam, &o. 
E GREY. 





(60110) No. 739. 
Poreign Office to Treasury. 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 30, 1911. 


WITH reference to my letter of the 28th July, 1910, Tami directed by Secretary. 
Sir Edward Grey to transmit herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of 
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His Majesty's Treasury, a copy of a letter from the 
Oninel ®rerardine te 3 : m the Secretary of State for India in 
Porcan GapT ans the proposed establishment of wireless telegraph stations wt te 


will be some 2, of erecting five permanent stations 


and that the in ring expenditure of 69,700 rapées, 

although these able sation at Lingah is estimated at 7,600 rupees, 
i Lordships, in their letter of the 20th Se 

apie ‘ tember, 

eer Lato een Si Ev Gray's ere he a fo he nea 

‘one-half of the cost being charged to the Imperial exchequer 1 Nill ow sanction 


Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





No. 740, 


Sin G. Barclay to Sir Habward Grey. Ieceived December 31,) 


mephiel B Tehran, December 30, 1911. 


1 have received the following telegr No, 475 
acting coneal et Shei Plowing telegram No, 475 dated to-day tom His Majoty'a 
Malina tt j yoda telegram from Smart at Kaze to the effect that 
ovtalevtle ee reer i ae hed to believe that. 
i woud attack. Smart asks what terms wo are to 
U what threats nny bo ued. He adda that if the Keshieitisame hecene ke 
‘ict « junction with Doulas, and he suggests thi 
few on large coue ire not to. be undertaken, wo should act cn the 
vitor attack was inaigate by Mahomed Ali, but. as ho is reaponsible 
afity of the road, make detailed demande of satisfaction frets hes, 
nes ly agree that, for the Present at least, we should mie dised Ali 
Ahan innesent. As regan any throsia to be made.to him, T theo date a 
imac prt an he eae eee RENN uch threats soncrn tle aay of 
Smarty zi » of course, in a better praition to jadge 


“Asa mands for roparati 
ca complied with un 
our si sh Tan maysel nel opewed oo forint aay Ae 
8 toe wate Fars altogether, unt eK 4 
rane cpaion tty alg eat, 0 lot yt 
tholtly acy ter Hr altel Ue eee unt ol te 
Jul be renowed at every opportunity with, inorensigly eateful oreniacos se 
Empretsion created by ‘these two successful attacks ¥s epaired by our own troops, 
Th suset hen certain movement of the troops to relives, at all costa, the party at 
raat bub except for this, Ido not think, ander the) present’ crmin ee ia 
ty futher stovement of excorta wil be joi, pean iet 
‘Smart ix y doubtful whether his y wil 
“Swart, to whom T have tel Teresa ren 
are likely fo require; he intends to pro 


which we formulate might be 


Thave seut the following telegram iu reply, dated to-day :— 

“Our terms will l h 
while proceeding tu Shiraz 
Aopen for the attack bet 
Mahomed Ali Khan in this sense,” 


y depend on whether another 
1 on whether another attack is made on our troo} 
yeti auy ease, we must know more about who 
muliting any terms. Swart should ‘soply to 
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(7/12) No. 741. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—{Received December 31.) 


(No. 773) 
(Telegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, December 81, 1911. 

ESCOR'T incident, 

‘The present position of affairs is as follows — 

Colonel Douglas is at Dushtarjin swith 150 men, Birdwood's party is still at 
Kazerun; Smart is also at Kazerun, ‘This latter party has nine ten so severely 
wounded that it is impossible to move them with safety. ‘The whole party must, 
however, be withdraw m Kas This: be done if the force under 

‘t Kazeruu must leave by 

® Douglas will be obliged. to retire ou Shiraz, a8 

If Douglas had to retire to Shiraz a delay of at least 

Id result, and at this time of the year it is possible that the passes may: 

the Kaz y would, in consequence, be cut off from 

Shiraz for a longer per wossible to fuce this risk. It is therefore 

Douglas's intontion to orlér the Kazerun party to stare on the 2nd Jauuary, ‘The 
wounded will be brought on with the party as best they ca 

‘A force consisting of 269 native infantry was to be Iauded st Bushire on the 
Ath December: they are to await further orders before proceeding inland. 





(8/12) No. 742. 


Sir G, Bavelay to Sir Bidward Grey (Received December 31.) 
(No, 774.) 
(ologeaphicy P Pehran, December $1, 1911. 
TABRELZ, 
Hin Majesty's consul at Tabreex telegeaphs a» follows, No, 72 of the 20th 
Deceniber:— 


“My Russian colleague yesterday received an emissary of Shuja-ed-Dowleh, who 
itored th (by thirty horsemen, saw Miller hiter iu the day; he 
ssid thn r ninous desire of the population, Shuja bh 
would ve daye: Miller ude Coat us the 
i Lhe tom 
ble to oppose Shuja’s 
Shuja vould newer 


sathored 
Soul bring more than 200 of his 
“Ther feeling in the town is, xo fas Lean tell, undoubtedly us Miller states, and 
the opinion of such Enrapeaus as 1 have beet able to consult coincides with my own 
re woul he tion to Shuja’s appointment provided the 
ditlicultivs of his connection wi e id if his. appointment 
is sanctioned hy the Cent any case to be commonly. 
iugroed that no one else here is & undertaking successfully the government of 
the town." 


Unless Shuja is prevented, it is possible that proclaim the ex-Shah at 
Tabreea, He his boen besieging the town in the interests a Majesty. 





(194/12) TA. 


Sin G. Barclay to Six Biheard Grey.—(Reeciced December $1.) 
{No. 


P. Tehran, December 31, 1911. 
(ORT incident on Shiraz road, 
e sent th telegram to His Majesty's acting consul at 


398 


“Tam informed by the Minister of Foreign Affaire that local authorities at Shiraz 
report that the men responsible for the second attack on Birdwood!’s party have. been 
pursued by Mahomed Ali Khan and arrested. 

“Do you confirm this? 

“ According to Persian Government, over 100 Persians were killed. I should wish 
to be informed as to the estimated number of Persian casualties, in order that I may 
know how extensive and with whom are the blood feuds raised, Tt is also important 
that T should know as soon as possible how the fighting began and other details. 

* Were Maxims used ? 

Please consult Smart before telegraphing your reply.” 





(9/12) No. 744. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received December 31.) 


(No. 776, Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Telivan, Decomber 31, 1911, 

SHUSTER'S successor, 

Thave received your telegram No, 484 of yesterday, but have little to add to my 
telegram Nom G60 aul 770 of the 7th and Both instant respectively 

T cannot youch for Mornard having any exceptional degreo of probity, but I have 
never found himn other than sincere and upright in his dealings with me, 

His ltussian sympathies, which are well known, are largely the cause of hia 
disfavour in certain quarters, 

Except for Mornard and Oudendijk, who is away from ‘Tehran on leave of absence, 
T know o lable candidate from the minor Powers. 

The dificulties as regards Shuster were largely due to his character, and I venture 
to point out that the same difficulties might oceur again if we select a man of too strong 
character us his successor. 





(5/12) No. 745. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received December $1.) 


(No, 777.) 
‘elegraphic.) _P. Tehran, December 31, 1911. 

ESCORT incident. 

Please see my tolegram No, 772 of yesterday. 

[propose to talk with Smart. by telegraph on his arrival at Shiraz, and until then 
I prefer to make no comment ot the recommendations of Smart and Knox as regards 
punitive expedition, As regards the suggestion made in my telegram No, 757 of the 
Sei instant reepecting inereaeo in consular escort, I should, after mature redestion, 
prefer that no steps were taken in the matter until Smart's return to Shiraz, when 1 
will consult him on this point 





